Congregation Dor Tamid
11165 Parsons Road
Johns Creek, GA 30097
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Dear friends,
During the middle of the month of February, this year, we
will transition from the Hebrew month of Shevat to the Hebrew month of Adar, of which our rabbis teach,
”mishe’nichnas adar marbin b’simcha, when Adar enters
our joy increases.” Adar is supposed to be the most joyfilled month on the calendar, and with it comes our mostjoyous holiday: Purim. The story of Purim, as found in the
biblical book of Esther, tells the story of Queen Esther and
her Uncle Mordechai as they navigated the treacherous
politics of the palace in Shushan and the plots of the wicked Haman. This is a story full of intrigue, deceptions, and
comedy. And, it is not just for the children! For, on Purim,
we are told, that we are allowed to tilt the world upside down, and everything is
fair game for joking and merriment. The rabbis have even taught that when there
is peace in the world and we are living in the age of the messiah, none of the holidays will continue to be celebrated, except for Purim.
On this holiday, there are four traditional observances that Jews follow. Jews
give tzedakah (money/charity) to the poor, send gifts of food to friends (shalach
manot), have a festive meal (seudah), and hear the reading of the megillah.
Here at CDT, we have a couple of different and exciting ways to celebrate this
holiday of joy. First, come to our annual Purim carnival on Sunday, February 25
at 10:00 am. This exciting event will allow all of us, young and old alike, to celebrate this holiday with food, fun, games, and a very special Purim spiel (play)
geared toward our students and put on by our 6th grade class.
Then, on Wednesday evening, February 28 at 7:00pm we will gather in the sanctuary to read the megillah, have a (more adult) Purim spiel, tell some jokes, and
have a lot of fun.
MAKE SURE TO WEAR A COSTUME FOR BOTH OF THESE FUN EVENTS!
More information can be found on page 8 of this newsletter.
May your month of Adar cause your joy to increase and may each of you have a
Chag Purim
Sameach, a happy Purim!
B’ahava (with love),
Rabbi Jordan

President’s Message
Happy February!!!
I hope you are all getting adjusted to writing 2018 on your checks.
Anyone still writing checks? When I have a need, I find myself asking Michele where the checkbook is…
Speaking of checks, I wanted to recap our Kulanu B’Yachad campaign. As of today, we raised a total of $268,127. Inside the numbers… We had 164 contributions to the campaign. We had 35
founding members, almost 20 new members, more than a dozen
who have been members 2-5 years, and 80 who have been members 5+ years. A
truly remarkable group from our community. I would love thank everyone who contributed to this campaign. I would also like to thank our Long-Range Planning Committee for all of their hard work. Led by Seth Katz, this committee included Shelly
Danz, Mia Fuller, Kelly Mishkoff and Byron Sanford. They planned and executed a
wonderful campaign with tremendous help by Ruthanne Warnick. Where is this money going? The funds that were raised will be separated into 3 separate “buckets” with
funds being allocated towards a reserve, the budget, and an endowment. The reserve and the endowment will be overseen by a small team who will ensure that the
funds are managed and invested properly.
Kulanu B’Yachad means All of Us Together.
I think we have proven that our community has come together to ensure a
successful future of our Congregation.
We have some exciting events planned to February, including, but not limited to a
Hunger Walk on February 25 along with our Annual Purim Carnival, also on the 25th,
from 10-1. There will be a Carnival led by our Madrichim and teachers; Arts and
crafts led by our 7 the graders; 6th grade is doing the speil for everyone. We will also
have lots of prizes...... Plus, pizza lunch for purchase and a human Tashan bake competition.... The event is FREE, assuming you are wearing a costume….
I am so thankful for being part of such a community.
As always, feel free to call or email me with any questions, comments or concerns.
This is your CDT!
B’shalom,
Rob Lederman
President
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Rob

Donations —Thank you
General Fund
Holly Neyman in honor of Alan Kovar

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Sherry & Sheldon Fages
Sarah & Chuck Okoon in honor of Doris Cohen’s special birthday
Tom & Beverly Mahone in memory of Marcia Kunofsky
Helayne Solomon in memory of Beatrice Sitomer, grandmother of Paul Nozick
Amy Brownstein in memory of Sylvia Damsker Brownstein

Cantorial Discretionary Fund
Denise & Marc Abramow in memory of Tracy Kurzweil
Carol & Alan Kovar in honor of Michele Mandel’s 60th birthday

Education Fund
The Richter Family in memory of Tracy Kurzweil
Ann & Stan Bassell in honor of Sara Jacobs, Granddaughter of Harriet & Jerry Jacobs

Engraved Leaf
Judy & Ron Altman, Carole & Charles Jerris, Lesley Radov, Anita Palonsky & Marlene Reeves.
in honor of Janet & Joel Levy’s 50th anniversary.
CDT thanks Bagel Boys Café & Hyatt Place for donating a delicious variety
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of foods to the B’nai Mitzvah Family Workshop.
Bagel Boys Café
Chris Baldwin, General Manager
4620 Kimball Bridge Road
Alpharetta 30005
678-240-0205
kimballbridge@bagelboyscafe.com

Hyatt Place
Terri McCracken
Sales & Service Coordinator
11505 Medlock Bridge Road
Johns Creek 30097
Terri.mccracken@hyatt.com

Cantorial Soloist Message
Shalom!
Purim is coming! Yes – believe it or not, Purim is right around the corner. Last year,
we celebrated Erev Purim with a wonderful Billy Joel Purim. This year, our theme will
be……
(Drum roll)
The Wizard of OZZ! – That’s right – follow the yellow brick road to Shushan!
Our Purim Spiel will be the evening of Wednesday, February 28th at CDT. There will
be nosh (food!), drinks (of the adult and non-adult kind), music and much more!

At last year’s Erev Purim celebration, we briefly read from a special Megillat Esther.
About a year ago, Marty Kunofsky, a very long-time CDT member, shared with me
that he had in his possession an old Megillat Esther with a powerful and personal story to go along with it. Below is a link to that story. Please take a few moments and
give it a viewing – I promise that you will be enriched by this amazing and beautiful
story.

Shalom to you all – see you soon,

Mike Zuspan
Cantorial Soloist

Upcoming events:
Friday, February 9th is “Beatles” Shabbat!
Page 4

Followed by the always popular Shabbat After Dark

Engage with Music and Friends

Come for Shabbat,
Listen to the Music,
And then…..
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….Enjoy
the fruit of
the vine with
friends...

Education Director’s Message
Shalom to all,
Here we are...February 2018, relaxed, rested and ready for a fresh new start. This is our second
year that the 4th grade class has learned the ins and outs of working and living on a kibbutz. With
the help of their teacher, Ms. Stacey, they created a kibbutz at CDT. They had so much fun planning out their work day in their self made community. They worked in the kitchen, the farm, the office and with the younger students. We even received a new member joining us for the festivities...Chloe the Bunny! They ended their day with a wonderful meal provided by the kitchen workers. They definitely understood the meaning of working together with their peers and grateful for the
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meal provided.

Education

cont’d

Our 1st and 2nd graders were busy inventing and designing robots that could be used to
help Israel with their agricultural needs. They each made a prototype and presented their invention to the class. The results were over the top & truly creative!
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Our Middle school and our Derech Tamid students engaged in a team bonding Purim decorating activity. Their decorations will be on display at our annual Purim carnival, where the
winning class will receive a delicious, catered dessert extravaganza. As the pictures
show...they were having a great time as well as being
competitive!

Education

cont’d

I can't wait to see you all at CDT's Purim Carnival on February 25th from 10:00-1:00. The 6th
graders will be performing the Purim Shpeil while the 7th graders will be working the booths.
An extra activity this year will be our Humentashen Competition! One important requirement
for the carnival....a costume is a MUST !!! Last year I was Annie, this year...???
See you soon-

Molly Peled
Education Director

DO NOT MISS OUR FABULOUS PURIM CARNIVAL FOR THE
BEST HOMEMADE HUMENTASHEN
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ON THE PLANET!!

Our Mission
To support the synagogue through
Judaism, Community Service,
Friendship & Fundraising

Page 9

Voice of the Generations

Men’s Club had another rousing event of card play this
past month with many new attendess and a fun time for
all. I would like to thank everybody for playing and contributing to the festivities.
The winning hands were certainly worth waiting around
to watch. Ever seen THREE, that’s 3 players, each with
a FULL HOUSE in one hand, amazing!
The final card sharks were:

Dan Rosen, Glenn Amdur and Mitch Haber
Come out and enjoy the fun next time for CDT Poker
night on March 22.

Dan Rosen

Men’s Club Chair

Adult Education

ללמוד תמיד

Adult Ed was back into the swing of things in January with wonderful lectures by
Rabbi Hirshy and Linda Bloomberg.
Looking Forward:
This month, we are proud to host our second Interfaith Panel for Peace with continuing Conversations with the Rabbi—Working Together for Peace. Rabbi Jordan and Noor Abbady from the Islamic Speakers Bureau Atlanta will speak about their faiths as well as the willingness, ability, and necessity for our communities to work together.
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If interested, you may register at no charge CLICK ON FLIER BELOW or on the CDT Website

Social Action Message
January was a very busy month in the realm of Social Action at CDT. On Shabbat Tzedek (the
Shabbat prior to Martin Luther King’s Birthday) the Rabbi conducted a special Social Justice Shabbat honoring the life and legacy of Martin Luther King in tandem with Reverend Paul Flood from St.
Benedict’s Catholic Church. Parts of Dr. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech were read, spiritual songs
were sung, and we all prayed for increased movement in the area of civil and human rights.
On January 19th, in conjunction with the Torah Portion of the week (Parshat “Bo”), that dealt with
the freeing of the Israelite Slaves from bondage in Egypt, we had a guest speaker, Bob Rogers, the
CEO of Street Grace, a faith based organization whose primary purpose is the educate and prevent
Human Trafficking and Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking. The Social Action committee hopes to further study this issue so that we can help in the fight against this insidious plight happening to our
teens in both the cities and suburbs of Atlanta.
We are happy to say that we had a great response to our Homes Against Hunger collection request
this month. We’ve filled five barrels of food for the Atlanta Community Food Bank. Thank you to all
those who participated and especially our “elves” who drove around on a frigid Sunday to collect the
food. Thank you Linda Barton, Larry Berger, Debbie Eskenazi, Stephen Mittler, Leslie Page, and
Lesley Radov, again for your service. If you want to sign up for this meaningful program, please
email me at: HomesAgainstHunger@dortamid.com
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Upcoming is the Hunger Walk, for the benefit of the Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta food programs and the Atlanta Community Food Bank will be on February 25th, 2018 at the Georgia State
Stadium (formerly known as Turner Field). You can register to walk with our team or to donate at:
Walk-With-CDT

Every month from October to April, we provide dinner and servers to the Zaban Couples Center
down in Atlanta. Thanks to our volunteers who provided dinner throughout the last several months.
We still need volunteers for the February 18th, 2018 service. If interested in helping please contact:
socialaction@dortamid.com

Please check out our website for other opportunities and programs. Go to dortamid.org and click on
“community” and then “social action”!
Wishing everyone a wonderful month!

Jackie Berger
Social Action Chair
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Social Action cont’d

Caring Committee, Leslie Page
Are you or a fellow congregant in need of a helping hand? The CDT
Caring Committee is here to assist you. If you or someone you know
is in mourning, undergoing surgery, or battling an illness, please contact the Caring Committee. Please notify the Caring Committee if we
can help-- call the CDT office at 770-623-8860 to reach Rabbi Jordan
or contact Leslie Page via email at leslie_page@bellsouth.net or by
cell at 404-317-5447.
Supporting CDT families

The Caring Committee will be available to deliver meals, provide support
and send messages of healing and concern. In order for the committee to successful and meaningful to our congregants, we need to know who we can help. If you hear of someone, please contact
the Caring Committee directly, the CDT office, or Rabbi Jordan. We will then reach out to determine what we can do.
As an ongoing initiative of the Caring Committee, we have established a "Chicken Soup" freezer. Please let us know if you would like a special delivery of soup. We will also periodically ask for
donations of homemade Jewish penicillin that will be kept frozen at CDT. If you are making soup
and would like to bring a container or two to the freezer to share, please contact Leslie Page for further details.

Leslie Page
Chairperson, Caring Committee

Anna Boaz and Family, on the passing of Anna’s father,
Khaim Glodener, January 21, 2018
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The Kurzweil Family, on the passing of Tracy Kurzweil, January 25, 2018

Caring Committee brings you...

Living with a Broken Heart
A Bereavement and Loss Support Group
Led by Nicole Albert, LPC, this new support and therapy group is for those who
are grieving the loss of a loved one, and exploring together the “new
normal” of life in their absence. Nicole is a licensed professional counselor with
more than 20 years of experience. She focuses on crisis intervention, suicide
prevention, grief and loss, sexual abuse and trauma.
When: Mondays through March 12th from 11:00 am – 12:30 pm
Where: Temple Beth Tikvah
9955 Coleman Road Roswell, GA 30075
Cost: Free to TBT members, $25 per session for guests.
Limited space available so please RSVP to Michelle Leder at
michelle@bethtikvah.com
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Sponsored by Temple Beth Tikvah. Donations welcome.

Congregation Information

The general rule is that if Fulton County
schools close, then CDT will also close.
Please check the CDT Facebook page, your
email, or the local news for confirmation.
If CDT or the Religious School close due to inclement weather, check your email for
an announcement and watch the following stations for closing notification:
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WSB-TV, WXIA-TV 11 Alive; Fox 5 News; CBS 46
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Dan@djrphotography.com
Daniel Rosen, Owner
CDT Member
404.900.0675

ADVERTISEMENT

Visit us on the web to see how it works

ADVERTISEMENT
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JAC is a multicultural Childcare Facility located at
Congregation Dor Tamid in Johns Creek.

At JAC students learn about different cultures,
languages and traditions. Students learn to be more
independent, more creative and social. Though the
school year has already started, it’s not to late to
enroll your child. Call now to find out about any
promotions we are running.
At JAC your child will learn in
Hebrew and English!
Schedule your tour today at 770.321.8484
(ext:1 or 3)

JAC PRESCHOOL
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2017-18 Board and Staff

Senior Rabbi ...........................................................................Jordan M. Ottenstein, RJE
Cantorial Soloist ........................................................................................... Mike Zuspan
Education Director.......................................................................................... Molly Peled
Temple Administrator ....................................................................................... Kerry Sbat
Executive Assistant and B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator ............................ Ruthanne Warnick
Youth Advisor ................................................................................................... Ben Mann
Executive Board
President ................................................................................................... Rob Lederman
COO .............................................................................................................Penny Blitzer
Finance VP................................................................................................... Lynda Galler
Operations VP ................................................................................................ Ron Harvey
Education VP .............................................................................................. Angela Zubar
Marketing VP.............................................................................................. Karl Friedman
Secretary ...................................................................................................... Nancy Mittler
Presidential Appointee ..................................................................................... Leslie Fox
Past President ............................................................................................................. Ellen Mayo
Trustees
Fundraising/Campaigns ................................................................................Rachel Allen
Budget & Finance..............................................................................................Art Criden
Membership ................................................................................................... Carol Kovar
Internal Communications ................................................................................ Debra Kerr
Trustee at Large ............................................................................................... Doug Katz
Ritual ................................................................................................................. Jodi Rosa
Men’s Club ...................................................................................................... Dan Rosen
Sisterhood ...................................................................................................... Lisa Danzig

11165 Parsons Road - Johns Creek, GA 30097
(770) 623-8860
www.DorTamid.org

Register your Kroger Plus card at
krogercommunityrewards.com under
Congregation Dor Tamid 68907

Our associate partner will
donate a % of your order. See
weekly email for link.
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