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Message from the Rabbi
Perhaps you have heard this quip: “All Jewish holidays go like this: They
tried to kill us. We won. Let’s eat!” This joke always draws a chuckle of
recognition and as we approach Chanukah I’ve been wondering how true
the witticism is. Upon review we see that it’s not exactly true. There is no
great festive meal associated with Chanukah or Purim. To be sure, there
are hamantaschen on Purim and there are latkes on Chanukah but these
are merely ethnic foods and they carry no legal weight. Only on Passover
do we retell the story of a defeated enemy during a great meal that is central to the holiday.
But great meal or no great meal, these three holidays do concern anti-Semitic rulers (or their
henchmen) who would have preferred us subservient or dead, and they do teach us how we
might respond to anti-Semitism in our own day.
Chanukah is an innocent holiday, when children play with dreidels and fried foods are eaten.
Though King Antiochus really reigned in Assyria in the year 168 BCE, Chanukah plays turn
him into little more than a cartoon figure. What we do learn from Chanukah is this - and the
lesson is very real: sometimes it is necessary to take up arms and fight against those who
would oppress us.

Every Saturday except Dec. 24

Shabbat Service

10:30 AM
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December Birthday
Recognition Shabbat
Friday December 2 7:30 PM
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Shabbat Early Service
Friday, December 16 6:30 PM
Followed by 7:30 PM Service

Look on our website for the
most current calendar updates!
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Then there is Pesach where God performs miracles that save us. The horror of anti-Semitism
is taken up at our family seders, where we discuss the themes of political and religious freedom. Two thousand years ago our Sages encouraged us to prolong our family gatherings in
order to discuss these topics in depth. And in medieval times even as blood libels were cast
at us, we were in our homes, discussing and pondering how there were those who rose up to
hurt us in every generation. On Passover we are taught that sometimes the only strategy for
survival is to escape.
Finally there is Purim where the theme of anti-Semitism appears in a fairy tale story of a little
Jewish girl who gets to be Queen. There are no great sermons to give on the evening we read
the Megillah. Little children are reassured that they can make fun of murderous figures and
that the bad guy will lose. And we adults learn that we should never be afraid to identify ourselves as Jews. Here we learn of a third strategy for our survival: it is good to have connections in high places in order to circumvent those who would seek our harm. (I spoke about this
strategy at the Friday night service before Thanksgiving in my remarks on the national elecFamily Oneg Program
tion.)
Friday 1:05-1:30 PM
“They tried to kill us. We won.April
Let’s1,15
eat!”&I 22
suppose there is some truth in the joke. But the
one-liner does not do justice to our holidays and the variety of ways we are taught to respond
to the ever-living plague of anti-Semitism.
L’shalom,
Rabbi Katz

The CDT Rabbi Search Committee has made some terrific progress, and we wanted to take this opportunity to update
the congregation. There are 16 congregants who make up the search committee. The committee was selected to be
representative of CDT’s demographics and leadership.
We are thrilled to let the congregation know that we have identified several candidates who are vibrant, engaged, and
excited about the possibility of joining CDT. The committee could not be more pleased with the progress, and we are
confident that the strong pool of candidates will allow us to have some terrific options to choose from.
The first step in the selection process was to develop a comprehensive profile of CDT to submit to the CCAR (Central
Conference of American Rabbis) (www.ccarnet.org). The CCAR manages the placement process for Rabbis. They are a
resource for both congregations and Rabbis. All URJ (Union for Reform Judaism) Rabbis are placed through this organization. The Rabbis who are interested in finding a new congregation review profiles submitted to the CCAR and then
submit their resumes and personal statements if they are interested.
The profile was developed by the committee after consulting with the CCAR, discussions with our Interim Rabbi, reviewing past search committee profiles, and through multiple meetings and extensive discussions and research by committee members. Our profile was submitted in the beginning of September.
We received our first group of resumes about 2 weeks after the profile was submitted. A total of 10 resumes have been
received to date. The committee has conducted 9 phone & video interviews to date with the candidates. Of the 9 candidates interviewed so far, 6 were asked to continue to the next steps of our process.
The search process consists of phone/video interviews, written responses to questions, an interactive discussion with
the committee, reference checks, reviews of Rabbi’s sermons and public activities, visit to the Rabbi’s current congregation, and a visit for the Rabbi and their family to CDT.
We will continue to keep the congregation updated on our progress. Once we have narrowed down the pool, we will invite them to come to CDT and meet our congregation before we make a final recommendation to the Board of Directors.
B’Shalom
Lisa Oxman, Search Committee Co-Chair
Mitch Skyer, Search Committee Co-Chair

Message from the President
Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year!!!!

Voice of the Generations

Personally, I am still recovering from over-eating during Thanksgiving. I hope that you all had an opportunity to spend time with loved ones and give thanks for all that we have.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you. Dor Tamid would not exist without the support of
our CDT Community.
As the end of the year approaches, I would like to ask for help from each and every one of you. We still
have a number of Committee Head and Board positions needing to be filled. We need a Social Chair,
Social Action Chair, and Caring Committee Chair, among others. We also need help filling these committees. Please
contact me at president@dortamid.com if you are willing to help out.
I would also ask for each of you to dig deep and give a year-end donation to CDT. As you should be aware, we announced a month-long fundraising campaign on giving Tuesday. Please go to https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=e4f047
to donate. Not only is there a huge need for this by CDT, but your book keeper would also say this is a good thing to
do… Many companies will match your donations and you may also make a donation using stocks. For more information, go to our website, dortamid.org, or call the CDT office.
See you all in 2017!!!
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This is your CDT!
B’shalom,

Rob
Rob Lederman
President

Donations
General Fund
CDT Primetimers in memory of Larry Malin
Lynn and Brad Elster in memory of Mark Elster
Sol and Lisa Danzig in memory of Abraham Danzig
Amy Brownstein in memory of Sylvia Brownstein
Bruce Mencher in memory of Barbara Mencher
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Heizler Family in memory of Ines Bernstein
Caring Committee
Jennifer and Chris Hall in memory of Marvin Finkelstein
Oneg Fund
Janet and Joel Levy in memory of Henny Loewenberg

Oneg Fund (cont)
Bonnie and Ron Harvey in memory of Mildred Olson
Scholarship Fund
Sam Gurvich in memory of Tsylia Gurvich
Nancy and Stephen Mittler in memory of
Sally Mackrin Tropp
Yahrzeit Fund
Michelle and Jason Hall in memory of William and
Mildred Goldberg
Betty and Ronald Kurz in memory of Ida Dochen
William and Judith Obolsky in memory of
Tammy C. Obolsky

Adult Education ללמוד תמיד
What a huge success! On Sunday, November 13 th, CDT hosted
over 130 people from the community at our first Interfaith Panel for
Peace. The event encouraged peace through understanding and
dialog drawn from the teachings of the world’s religions.

If you missed it, you can see it from the following links:
The Event: https://youtu.be/2MAyaZwFNhY
Dania’s song: https://youtu.be/Z5U7L8zsqzc
Upcoming Talks at Parson’s Run Clubhouse (9:45-11:45 AM):
Sunday, December 11th: Our own Ruthie Cohen speaking on “The Jews of Spain”
Sunday, December 18th: Jeremy Katz from the Bremen Museum on “Atlanta Jewish History”
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The discussion was moderated by Dr. Shannon Flounnory, the Executive Director of Safety and Security for Fulton County Schools. It also featured Johns Creek High School senior Dania Ibrahim,
who performed a song of peace she had written specifically for the event. The panel featured Rabbi
Katz, Reverend Tillman from Johns Creek United Methodist Church along with representatives from
Atlanta’s Interfaith Speaker’s Network (ISN); Buddhist Gareth Young, Muslim Amin Tomeh, and Sikh
Gogi Basi.

December 2016

Left to right: Gogi Basi, Amin Tomeh, Gareth Young, Rev Brian Tillman, Rabbi David Katz and Dr. Shannon Flounnory.

Please check www.dortamid.org for the most updated calendar of activities.

December 2016 at CDT
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

1

FRI

2

3
6:30 PM
4th & 5th Grade
Shabbat Dinner

5:30 PM
B’nai Mitzvah Class

SAT

7:30 PM
Shabbat Service

with recognition of
December birthdays

9:00 AM
Torah Study
10:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Bar Mitzvah Service of
Jack Scala

8:00 PM
6th Grade Lock-In

4

9:15 AM
Religious School
Grades PreK-5

2:00 PM
Engagement
Committee Kick Off

5
6:45 PM
Long Term Strategic
Planning Meeting

5:30 PM
Religious School

6

7
6:00 PM
Sisterhood
Board Meeting
7:15 PM
Sisterhood
Hanukkah Party

11:00 AM
Torah Study

5:30 PM
B’nai Mitzvah Class
7:30 PM
Executive
Board Meeting

8

9

5:30 PM
B’nai Mitzvah Class

7:30 PM
Musical
Shabbat Service

7:30 PM
Rehearsal for
Musical Shabbat

Derech Tamid

9:15 AM
Religious School

10:30 AM
Shabbat Service

7:00 PM
Primetimers
Hanuhkah Party
CDTTY Jimmy Fallon
Night Grades 9-12

Grades 9-12

11

9:00 AM
Torah Study

Bar Mitzvah Service of
Justin Perlman

9:30 PM
Shabbat After Dark

Grades 6-8

10

12

13
6:15 PM
Bar Mitzvah 101 for
Interfaith Families

Grades PreK-5

10:00 AM
L'Imod Tamid
(Adult Learning)

14
11:00 AM
Torah Study

15
5:30 PM
B’nai Mitzvah Class

5:30 PM
B’nai Mitzvah Class

6:30 PM
Shabbat Early
Service

17
9:00 AM
Torah Study
10:30 AM
Shabbat Service

Bar Mitzvah Service of
Zachary Rosenthal

7:30 PM
Board Meeting

2:00 PM
Sisterhood Visits
The Cohen Home

16

7:30 PM
Shabbat Service

5:30 PM
Religious School
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Grades 6-7

18

10:00 AM
L'Imod Tamid
(Adult Learning)

19

20

22

26

CDT Offices Closed

27

11:00 AM
Torah Study

7:15 PM
Ritual
Committee Meeting

28

23
7:30 PM
Shabbat Service

11:00 AM
Torah Study

10:00 AM-1:00 PM
CDT
Pre-Hanukkah
Happening

25

21

29

30
7:30 PM
Shabbat Service

24
First Night of
Hanukkah

31
Last Night of
Hanukkah
9:00 AM
Torah Study

Candles are added to the Hanukkiyah from right to left but are kindled from left to right. The newest
candle is lit first. (On the Shabbat of Hanukkah, kindle the Hanukkah lights first and then the Shabbat candles.)
Light the Shamash - the helper candle - first, using it to
kindle the rest of the Hanukkah lights and say or sing:
Recite every night:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvoth, commanding us to kindle the
Hanukkah lights.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu
bayamim hahaeim baz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors
in days of old at this season.
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Baruch atah, Adonai eloheinu, Melech haolam, shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and
for enabling us to reach this season.

December 2016

Recite the first night only:
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B’nai Mitzvah
Harris Dankberg
November 5, 2016

Harris is a 7th grade student
at the Epstein School. School
is important to Harris, and
he works very hard to be
successful. He enjoys playing many sports, with a focus on basketball and soccer. When he’s not on the
field playing sports, he enjoys video
games, managing his fantasy sports
teams, and hanging with
friends.
Harris loves to draw, so for
his tikkun olam/social action project he created over 100
birthday cards for the Aviv Older Adult Services, which is
under the umbrella of Jewish Family & Career Services.
He used his money to purchase card stock paper and
stickers, and spent time decorating each one. These birthday cards will be given to adults in our community to help
them celebrate their special day.
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Jonah Turner
November 5, 2016

Jonah is a 7th grader at
Taylor Road Middle School
in Johns Creek, GA. He is
active in school
and in
athletics. He participates in
Reading Bowl, Spanish
Club, and Jazz Band
amongst other activities.
Outside of school, he plays
goalie for the Georgia
Express Soccer Club and
enjoys
numerous other
sports. He maintains a lifelong interest (literally) in
railroads and is an avid
reader. He inherited a love
for Chicago sports teams, most importantly the Cubs.
For his tikkun olam/social action project, Jonah joined the
Special K soccer club, playing and practicing on a ‘unified
team’ of volunteer partners and Special Olympics athletes. They ended their season by participating in the
Georgia Special Olympics games at Emory University.

Ellie Fuller
November 12, 2016

Ellie is an 8th grader at
Webb Bridge Middle
School, where she is a
WEB Leader and Honor
Student. She has played
soccer since she was 5
years old and LOVES
her Ambush team. Ellie
has been a Junior Raider trainer for 3 years.
She enjoys hanging out
with her friends, sleepovers with her Nana, and
Summer Lake visits with
her family. Ellie is always busy on the weekends playing soccer, watching soccer,
or refereeing youth games. Her favorite part about the
sport is travelling with her team.
For Ellie’s tikkun olam/social action project, she has volunteered at Top Soccer for the past year. Top Soccer is an
organization that allows special needs and disabled youth
to have the opportunity to play soccer. She plans to continue
after her Bat Mitzvah service, because she enjoys it so much!
Zoe Grunwald
November 19, 2016

Zoe is a 7th grader at Taylor
Road Middle School in Johns
Creek, GA. She is very creative and enjoys the arts. Zoe
plays the viola in the Taylor
Road Middle School orchestra and is a member of the
Fiddle Group. She also
spends time knitting, painting,
writing and cooking. Zoe
loves everything vintage and
enjoys looking for treasures
in antique shops and festivals. She is passionate about
animals and loves spending
time with her cockapoo, Reese, and visiting the dog park.
Music is an important part of Zoe’s life. She feels strongly
that everyone should have the opportunity to play musical
instruments and perform music as part of an orchestra or
band. Therefore, for her tikkun olam/social action project,
she is collecting used musical instruments to donate to the
Atlanta Music Project. These instruments will be given to Atlanta students who could not afford them otherwise. The
Atlanta Music Project provides intensive, tuition-free music
education for underserved youth.

Reminder!

4th & 5th Grade Shabbat Dinner
December 2nd at 6:30 PM
Contact religiousschool@dortamid.com

CUB SCOUTS COMING
TO CDT

Cub Scout Leaders will
be at the Pre-Hanukkah
Happening on December
18th to speak to families
about joining Cub Scouts
at Dor Tamid!

This is free and open to the community.
The showing will be followed with a panel discussion.
For more information about SCREENAGERS, go to
http://www.screenagersmovie.com/
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SCREENAGERS probes into the vulnerable corners of family life, and depicts
messy struggles, over social media, video games, academics and internet addiction. Through surprising insights from authors and brain scientists solutions
emerge on how we can empower kids to best navigate the digital world.

December 2016

Temple Sinai / 5645 Dupree Dr NW / Sandy Springs, GA 30327

Our Mission: To support the synagogue through Judaism, Community Service,
Friendship & Fundraising.

It’s hard to believe that December is here and Hanukkah is right around the corner. Sisterhood is growing and we
are having a wonderful year! If you haven’t joined Sisterhood yet, I urge you to do so! Our Sisterhood supports CDT
in so many ways while building wonderful friendships. What a great way to connect to CDT and a group of amazing
women!

Join us at our annual
Hanukkah Party!
Tuesday, December 6
7:15PM
Pasta Vino
11130 State Bridge Rd, Johns Creek
Please bring a $15 gift for our gift exchange
RSVP by 12/4 to sisterhood@dortamid.com

Volunteer with Sisterhood
Sisterhood will be volunteering at the Cohen
Home on December 11. Join us as we
organize a Hanukkah activity for seniors in
our community.
Email sisterhood@dortamid.com if you’d like
to participate.

SISTERHOOD HELD A SELF DEFENSE CLASS on 11/17. We had
a great time learning useful techniques from Andrew Stolarik, the head
instructor of Hart Fitness, which offers training in Muay Thai boxing,
and Jujitsu. Andy taught us how to get out of a variety of tough
situations and answered many of our questions. We are hoping to
offer this class again soon. For information on Andy’s classes, go to
this link:
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https://www.facebook.com/Hybrid-Jiu-Jitsu-270851502956305/

Sisterhood is selling sterling silver KABBALAH BRACELETS
from ISRAEL-The Perfect Gift for Hanukkah!
These beautiful Sterling Silver Kabbalah Bracelets makes a meaningful gift for family,
friends and those people you want to show how much you care. It is thought that the red
string protects the wearer against all evils, and brings positive energies to that person. This
is a great gift for anyone, male, female, young and old! Only $22.00!

Place your Hanukkah order by 12/8. Email sisterhood@dortamid.com for order information.

Sisterhood continues on next page

continued

Plant a Tree in Israel - A unique gift is the donation of a Tree for Israel to recognize or memorialize friends, family, and
loved ones. Trees are $18 each. If you would like to purchase a tree, please contact sisterhood@dortamid.com

Add a special touch to your
Kiddush or Shabbat Dinner!
10 beautiful tablecloths and
4 runners are available for rental for only $54.
Contact sisterhood@dortamid.com for details.
Don’t forget to email sisterhood@dortamid.com with any comments, questions or suggestions for activities.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy new year!

Michele
Michele Lederman
Sisterhood President

Engagement Initiative Kick-Off Meeting
PLEASE JOIN US!!!

The Engagement Committee is excited about entering our second year of this program and would
love to share this excitement with you in order to create a spark that will ignite the flame of CDT engagement.
Refreshments will be served. If you have any questions, please email
Moments@dortamid.com. See you there!!!
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If you already donated Moments this year we thank you and would love to have some face-to-face
time with you to prepare for moving forward. If you have not donated Moments yet this year we
would love for you to join us for more information. We will re-open the survey after this meeting for
a short time to allow congregants to join the program if they have not done so already.

December 2016

Come one, come all to the Engagement Initiative Kick-Off meeting on Sunday, December 4th from
2:00-3:00 pm at CDT!!! During this time we will discuss how we can work together to increase engagement within our synagogue and the greater Jewish Community. We will talk about how we will
all work together to make this program positive for all involved by looking at some of the successes
and challenges of last year’s program, how we are moving into our second year of the program, how the program works behind the scenes, and open the floor up for questions and discussion. We encourage all congregants to join us!

The art auction was a complete
success. All those who attended
had a wonderful time enjoying the
delicious food and drink as well
as the fantastic music performed
by members of the Johns Creek
High School Orchestra. The auction itself was so much fun! Rick,
the auctioneer, was very entertaining. Over 100 people attended and we nearly made our fundraising goal. If you missed this fantastic event we'll try it again in a year or two.
Stay tuned for more fun and entertaining fundraising events as we try to put FUN into Fundraising.
Coming up early in 2017 - Family Bingo.
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We're always looking for more committee members. If you are interested, email:
fundraising@dortamid.com.

Our next Primetimer event, being chaired by Ethel Rubenstein
and Ellen Salowitz, is on Saturday, December 10 at 6:30 at
CDT. It will be a Hanukkah Pot Luck Dinner and Gift Exchange.
If you last name begins with A-H, please bring a side dish, I-R,
please bring a main dish, and S-Z, please bring a dessert. All dishes will be shared. If you want to
participate in our gift exchange, please bring a wrapped gift with a value of about $18. A 50/50 raffle
will also be held. Please join us for a fun evening. RSVP to primetimers@dortamid.com as soon as
possible.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Saturday, February 4th for our Pot Luck Dinner and a Movie. The movie that will be shown is called Remember. More details to follow.

CDTTY, our Congregation's youth group, is having their next event on December 10th from 7pm to 10pm for
all 9th through 12th grade teens here at CDT. We will be playing many of the great Jimmy Fallon games
with a CDTTY touch and we will have smoothies at the end!
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Please contact Alex Rosa at cdttypresident@gmail.com or Brandon Kennedy at cdttymvp@gmail.com with
any questions. sign ups are on Facebook or online at cdtty.weebly.com"
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11165 Parsons Road
Johns Creek, GA 30097
(770) 623-8860
www.dortamid.org

2016-17 Board & Staff
Rabbi
Cantorial Soloist
Education Director
Temple Administrator
Executive Assistant
Education Coordinator
B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator

David Katz
Mike Zuspan
Molly Peled
Kerry Sbat
Fran Simon
Ginger Battani
Ruthanne Warnick

Executive Board
President
COO
Finance VP
Operations VP
Education VP
Marketing VP
Secretary
Past President

Rob Lederman
Penny Blitzer
Lynda Galler
Dan Rosen
Angela Zubar
Karl Friedman
Nancy Mittler
Ellen Mayo

Trustees
Art Criden
Drew Fonoroff
Jodi Rosa
Carol Kovar
Jason Kurtz
Rachel Allen
Michelle Lederman - Sisterhood

Register your Kroger Plus card at
krogercommunityrewards.com under
Congregation Dor Tamid 68907

Our associate partner will
donate a % of your order. See
weekly email for link.

