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These are the lights that guide us . . .

These are the ways we remember.
—Hana Senesh (1921–1944)

YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR יזכור :כיפוריום



How good and how pleasant —

Brothers and sisters gathered together! 

Hineih mah tov umah na·im: 

shevet achim/achayot gam yachad. 

Hineih Mah Tov 

●○○
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Entering Yizkor

Prayers of Remembrance, Words of Hope

Like the stars by day, 

our beloved dead are not seen with mortal eyes, 

but they shine on in the untroubled firmament 

of endless time.

—Rabbi Edward N. Calisch
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Entering Yizkor
Prayers of Remembrance, Words of Hope

To ask of death that it never come is futile, 

but it is not futility to pray 

that when death comes for us, 

it may take us from a world one corner 

of which is a little better because we were there.

—Rabbi Jacob P. Rudin
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Eli, Eli, I pray that these things 

never end —

the sand and the sea,

the rush of the waters,

the crash of the heavens,

the prayer of the heart.

Eli, Eli, 

shelo yigameir l’olam:

hachol v’hayam,

rishrush shel hamayim,

b’rak hashamayim,

t’filat haadam.

:  PREPARING FOR YIZKOR
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This is the hour of memory —

and this is our house of comfort.

Wounded by loss, we retreat from life;

our synagogue gathers us in.

Into this place we bring stories and prayers,

unanswered questions,

tears that need to be shed.

Lives recollected and carried within us —

moments of courage and laughter and pain —

this day embraces them all;

this place embraces us all.

●○
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Now the heart opens in sorrow,

for we are time’s subjects,

and all that we love we must lose.

So let us hold fast to the love that remains,

and cherish the light of the sun.

Today all of us walk the mourner’s path;

together may we find strength.

○●
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At the moment of our departure 

from this world, 

neither silver nor gold nor precious stones 

accompany us —

only learning and good deeds.

Mishnah Avot 6:9
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The dust returns to the earth as it was; 

the spirit returns to God, who gave it.

Ecclesiastes 12:7
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A voice says: Cry out!

And I say: What shall I cry?

All flesh is grass, 

all its goodness like flowers of the field.

Grass withers, flowers fade, 

when from Beyond the wind blows.

Indeed we are but grass.

It withers, and the flowers 

fade — but the word of our 

God abides forever.

Isaiah 40:6–8 (adapted)
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By the sweat of your brow shall you 

get bread to eat, 

until you return to the ground —

for from it were you taken: 

for dust you are, 

and to dust you shall return.

Genesis 3:19
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How precious Your loving-kindness —

We take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.

How abundant the feast in Your house —

You give us drink from the river of Your 

delights.

For You are the fountain of life;

in Your light shall we see light.

Psalm 36:8–10 (adapted)
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Human beings are like a cord tied at two ends: 

bound to the earth through their bodies and to 

heaven through their souls. They are partly 

animal through the physical aspect of their 

being and partly angel through the spiritual 

aspect of their being. They are mortal yet 

immortal, transient yet eternal, filled at once with 

misery and grandeur. 

—Rabbi Samuel H. Dresner (adapted)
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In reverence, suffering, and humility 

we discover our existence and 

find the bridge that leads 

from existence to God.

—Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
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:  PREPARING FOR YIZKOR

Ner Adonai nishmat adam.

The spirit within is the lamp of God Eternal.

Proverbs 20:27
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Keep me, Eternal One, for in You I find refuge, 

and in You my soul finds its peace.

Guardian of all my days, 

You are my cup from which I drink,

and the portion of my life.

I thank You for guiding my steps, 

for the inner voice that instructs me.

Shiviti Adonai l’negdi tamid;

ki mimini: bal-emot.

Lachein samach libi, vayagel k’vodi;

af-b’sari yishkon lavetach.

From Psalm 16: Secure in the Presence of God

:  PREPARING FOR YIZKOR
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I have set You before me always;

with You beside me I cannot fail.

So my heart is glad, my soul rejoices,

and all of me can rest secure:

for You will not abandon me in death.

You show me the path of life,

and Your presence is fullness of joy.

Ki lo-taazov nafshi lish·ol;

lo-titein chasid’cha lirot shachat.

Todi·eini orach chayim, 

sova s’machot et panecha, 

n’imot bimin’cha netzach.

:  PREPARING FOR YIZKOR
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The Seven Lights of Yizkor

The traditional Yizkor prayer asks God to 

remember the souls of our loved ones and to 

shelter them for eternity. But the Yizkor Service 

on Yom Kippur has significance beyond the 

prayer itself. This is a moment set apart for 

solitary reflection; an opportunity to fulfill a 

sacred obligation; and it is a time to feel the 

physical and emotional closeness of community 

— the presence of other people who know what 

we have been through because they have been 

through it, too. At Yizkor we see the sorrow in 

one another’s eyes.

●○
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The Seven Lights of Yizkor

As the number seven is a Jewish symbol of 

wholeness and holiness, our Yizkor Service 

offers seven ways to reflect on loss and 

memory, grief and healing. We choose, alone 

and together, from among these diverse lights.

○●
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Adonai shall be your everlasting light,

and your days of mourning shall be ended.

Isaiah 60:20

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR
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First Candle

On the Loss of Loved Ones

Hear my prayer.

Let my cry come before You.

Do not hide from me in my time of sorrow.

Turn Your ear to me. 

When I cry, answer me soon.   

Psalm 102:2–3

Words of Faith and Tradition

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR
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The death of a loved one is the most profound of 

all sorrows. The grief that comes with such a 

loss is intense and multifaceted, affecting our 

emotions, our bodies, and our lives. Grief is 

preoccupying and depleting. Emotionally, grief 

is a mixture of raw feelings such as sorrow, 

anguish, anger, regret, longing, fear, and 

deprivation. Grief may be experienced physically 

as exhaustion, emptiness, tension, 

sleeplessness, or loss of appetite. 

Grief invades our daily lives in many sudden 

gaps and changes, like that empty place at the 

dinner table, or the sudden loss of affection and 

companionship, as well as in many new 

apprehensions, adjustments, and uncertainties.

●○
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The loss of a loved one throws every aspect of 

our lives out of balance. The closer we were to 

the person who died, the more havoc the loss 

creates. Love does not die quickly. Hence to 

grieve is also “to celebrate the depth of the 

union. Tears are then the jewels of 

remembrance, sad but glistening with the beauty 

of the past. So grief in its bitterness marks the 

end . . . but it also is praise to the one who is 

gone.”    

—Judy Tatelbaum

○●
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A poem for reaching up
Out of the depths, I cry to You:

Hear me, hear my voice.

Let my plea reach Your ear.

Psalm 130:1–2

Shir hamaalot:

Mimaamakim k’raticha, Adonai.

Adonai, shimah v’koli.

Tiyenah oznecha kashuvot 

l’kol tachanunai.

551
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Blessed are those who give meaning to our lives;

holy and precious is the example they leave 

behind.

We pray:

May our sorrows diminish as we recall their 

strength.

May their wisdom protect us and help us to live.

Let our grief be transformed into tenderness 

toward those who are still with us.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.
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Second Candle

On Inner Strength and Survival

Words of Faith and Tradition

Adonai, mah-adam vateida·eihu; 

ben-enosh vat’chash’veihu?

Adam lahevel damah; 

yamav k’tzeil oveir.

Adonai, how hard to fathom 

that we are worthy of Your care! 

How astonishing — Your awareness of us!   

For we are like the morning mist; 

our days — a passing shadow.

●○
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A song for reaching up
I turn my eyes to the mountains; from where will my help come?

My help comes from the Eternal, maker of heaven and earth.

God will not let your foot give way; your guardian will not 

slumber.

Shir lamaalot:

Esa einai el-heharim:

mei·ayin yavo ezri?

Ezri mei-im Adonai —

oseih shamayim vaaretz.

Al-yitein lamot raglecha;

al-yanum shom’recha.

Psalm 121

556
●○○
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See, the guardian of Israel

neither slumbers nor sleeps!

The Eternal is your guardian,

The Eternal is your protection 

at your right hand.

By day the sun will not strike you,

nor the moon by night.

Hineih: lo-yanum v’lo yishan

shomeir Yisrael.

Adonai shom’recha;

Adonai tzil’cha al-yad y’minecha.

Yomam hashemesh lo-yakeka,

v’yarei-ach balailah.

○●○
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The Eternal will guard you from all harm;

God will guard your soul.

The Eternal will guard your going and coming now and forever.

Adonai yishmorcha mikol-ra —

yishmor et-nafshecha.

Adonai yishmor-tzeit’cha uvo·echa,

mei·atah v’ad-olam.

○○●
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Blessed is the life force within us 

even in the worst of times.     

Like dew on the grass, it renews and restores.

We pray:

May courage come.

Let dark fears be gone with morning’s light.

Let grief give way to confidence and new hope.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.

560
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Third Candle 

On the Holiness of Memory

I will preserve your memory forever. . . .

Psalm 45:18

Words of Faith and Tradition

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR
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The soul is Yours, the body is Your work;

have mercy on Your creation. 

Han’shamah lach, v’haguf po·olach:

chusah al amalach.

HaN’shamah Lach

562
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Blessed are the memories,

holy and cherished the love they reveal.

We pray —

May our sorrows soften and diminish in 

strength.

May the pains of past bereavements grow 

gentler with time.

Let memory bring us nearer to 

the loved ones in our midst.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.

566
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Yeish kochavim

she·oram magia artzah

rak kaasher hem atzmam

av’du v’einam.

Yeish anashim sheziv zichram mei·ir

kaasher hem atzmam einam od 

b’tocheinu.

Orot eileh hamavhikim

b’cheshkat halayil.

Heim heim shemarim laadam et 

haderech.
567

Fourth Candle 

Our Most Precious Relationships

Words of Faith and Tradition
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There are stars up above,

so far away we only see their light

long, long after the star itself is gone.

And so it is with people that we loved —

their memories keep shining ever brightly 

though their time with us is done.

But the stars that light up the darkest night,

these are the lights that guide us.

As we live our days, these are the ways we 

remember.

—Hana Senesh 567

Fourth Candle 

Our Most Precious Relationships

Words of Faith and Tradition

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR



I remember

my brother-in-law

my teacher I forgive

I honor my friend

my companion

I hope
my nephew

I hold close

my mother-in-law
my sister-in-law

I grieve
I mournI am grateful

my sister
my husband

my son

my uncle

my father-in-lawmy grandmother

I am sorry

I miss my loved one

my grandfather

I wish

my aunt

I ask forgiveness

my brother

my mother

I promise

I regret

I cherish

my grandchild my niece

my spouse

my father

my wife my daughter

my child
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“Love is strong as death.”
Song of Songs 8:6

570
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May God remember the soul of . . . . . who has gone to his 

eternal home. For the sake of tikkun olam, I freely give 

tzedakah in his memory.  For the sake of his precious soul, 

let my memories, my prayers, and my acts of goodness bind 

him to the bond of life. May I bring honor to his memory by 

word and deed. May he be at one with the One who is life 

eternal; and may the beauty of his life shine forevermore. 

Yizkor Elohim et nishmat . . . . .

shehalach l’olamo.

Hin’ni nodev/nodevet tz’dakah

b’ad hazkarat nishmato.

Ana t’hi nafsho

tz’rurah bitzror hachayim

ut·hi m’nuchato kavod —

sova s’machot et panecha,

n’imot bimincha netzach.

For a Man or Boy

570
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May God remember the soul of . . . . . who has gone to her eternal home. 

For the sake of tikkun olam, I freely give tzedakah in her memory. For 

the sake of her precious soul, let my memories, my prayers, and my acts 

of goodness bind her to the bond of life. May I bring honor to her 

memory by word and deed. May she be at one with the One who is life 

eternal; and may the beauty of her life shine forevermore. 

Yizkor Elohim et nishmat . . . . . 

shehal’chah l’olamah.

Hin’ni nodev/nodevet tz’dakah

b’ad hazkarat nishmatah.

Ana t’hi nafshah

tz’rurah bitzror hachayim

ut·hi m’nuchatah kavod —

sova s’machot et panecha,

n’imot bimincha netzach.

For a Woman or Girl

571
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When we ask God to remember the souls of our 

departed at Yizkor, we request more than a mere 

mental act. We pray implicitly that by focusing on our 

loved ones’ souls, God will take action on their behalf 

and save them from whatever pain they may be 

suffering, wherever they may be. At the same time, 

the implication is that this act of remembrance also 

constitutes a guarantee of Jewish continuity — well 

beyond just those we remember, and far beyond us 

as well.  In remembering and in asking for God’s 

remembrance, we request divine help in continuing 

our people’s trajectory beyond ourselves, to achieve 

the ultimate aims of our people’s history.

Yizkor is, in the end, not a prayer for the dead, but a 

promise by the living.

Rabbi Aaron Panken 572
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May these moments of meditation link me more 

strongly with my closest companion in life —

my soulmate, my friend, my confidant, my 

helping hand, my listening heart, my compass, 

my shining light.  

In spite of death, our deep bonds of love are 

strong.  

May I always be worthy of that love.

May the memory of our companionship 

lead me out of loneliness; 

may it awaken in me gratitude 

for that which still endures.

And may you rest forever in dignity and peace. 

572
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Blessed is the One 

who is far beyond all the blessings and hymns, 

all the praises and words of comfort that we 

speak 

in the world. And blessed are those 

who are now far beyond 

my words, my praise, my voice — even my 

silence. 

572
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God of hope, God of strength —

As my heart aches in silence

I turn to You on this holy day for healing and 

comfort.

I pray to You, God of life, for renewal of spirit.  

I long for the shelter of Your love.

May the soul of my beloved . . . . .

be embraced by You forever with love and 

tenderness.

May the promise of this innocent young life 

teach me to cherish sweetness and beauty,

and not give in to the bitterness I have tasted.

May the gift of memory bless each of my days. 573

For an Infant or Child

●○
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Weep with me, God, Creator of life,

for the precious life whose songs were left 

unsung.

Weep with me, God, for the loss of my child —

a loss that is like no other. 

Shelter me,

that I may be a source of care and 

shelter for those who need me.

Strengthen me, 

that I may be a source of strength.

Be with me 

in sorrow and joy, in moments of emptiness, and 

in the fullness of life. 

573
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Creator of life, Source of healing,

grant peace in Your great shelter of peace

to my loved one . . . . . 

whose life ended abruptly through an act of 

senseless violence.

With sadness I recall the joy that . . . . . 

brought into the world;

that voice and face I will never forget.

May these precious memories console me.

Let there be light —

to guide my way through the shadow of loss. 574

For One Who Died by Violence

●○

“Your brother’s blood cries to Me from the ground.” Genesis 4:10
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I long with all my being 

for an end to baseless hatred, war, and violence.

May a time come soon 

when no one will suffer or die at the hands of 

another.

May my loved one’s soul be embraced by You —

free of pain now, held in tenderness and love.

I will cherish forever this life now lost:

a blessing in the bond of life everlasting, 

a blessing here and now.

574
○●

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

Dear God,

You know my heart. Indeed, You know me 

better than I know myself, so I turn to You in 

these quiet moments of Yizkor. 

My emotions swirl as I recite this prayer. The 

parent I remember was not kind to me. His/her 

death left me with a legacy of unhealed wounds, 

of anger and of dismay that a parent could hurt a 

child as I was hurt.

I do not want to pretend to love, or to grief that 

I do not feel, but I do want to do what is right as 

a Jew and as a son/daughter.

575

In Memory of a Parent Who Was Hurtful

●○
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Help me, God, to subdue my bitter emotions 

that do me no good, and to find that place in 

myself where happier memories may lie hidden, 

and where grief for all that could have been, all 

that should have been, may be calmed by 

forgiveness, or at least soothed by the passage 

of time.

I pray that You, who raise up slaves to 

freedom, will liberate me from the oppression of 

my hurt and anger, and that You will lead me 

from this desert to Your holy place.

Rabbi Robert Saks 

575
○●
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Don’t hide your face from me —

Don’t push me away; 

I depend on you.

I’ve looked to you for help —

please don’t abandon me.

Adonai, may I find safety in You.

Though my mother and father forsake me,

the Eternal will take me in.

: SEVEN LIGHTS OF YIZKOR



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

Psalm

I am still on a rooftop in Brooklyn on your holy 

day. 

The harbor is before me, 

Governor’s Island, the Verrazano Bridge 

and the Narrows. 

I keep in my head 

what Rabbi Nachman said about the world 

being a narrow bridge 

and that the important thing is not to be afraid. 

So on this day

I bless my mother and father, 

that they be not fearful where they wander. 

576
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And I ask you to bless them, 

and before you close your Book of Life, 

your Sefer Hachayim,

remember that I always praised your world and 

your splendor 

and that my tongue tried to say your name 

on Court Street in Brooklyn.

Take me safely through the Narrows to the sea.

Harvey Shapiro

○●
576
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You are not beautiful, exactly. 

You are beautiful, inexactly. 

You let a weed grow by the mulberry 

and a mulberry grow by the house. 

So close, in the personal quiet 

of a windy night, it brushes the wall 

and sweeps away the day till we sleep. 

A child said it, and it seemed true: 

“Things that are lost are all equal.” 

But it isn’t true. If I lost you, 

the air wouldn’t move, nor the tree grow. 

Someone would pull the weed, my flower. 

The quiet wouldn’t be yours. If I lost you, 

I’d have to ask the grass to let me sleep.

Marvin Bell 576
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What Happens after Death?

I find it hard to believe that all we are simply 

vanishes. I don’t think we go to a physical place. 

After all, the essence, the soul, is not physical. As 

the Israeli scholar Adin Steinsaltz once remarked, 

to ask “where the soul goes is a nonsense 

question. The soul is not physical. Where does a 

dream go once it has been dreamt? Where does 

love go when it disappears?”

We cannot conceive of what life might be like if 

it is not material like this life. In this life we are tied 

to the tangible, except our deepest experiences 

tend to be things that are not really physical, like 

love, like memory. We cannot imagine what 

happens after death, but the poverty of our 

imagination does not prove that the world is not 

more creative than we know. 577
●○○
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It is lovely to think that the loss of this world 

is a ticket price to the inheritance of the next. 

Maybe we step through this world as if through 

a corridor. A beautiful comment by Bronson 

Alcott, friend of Emerson and father of Louisa 

May Alcott, ties together the themes of failing 

memory and the world to come. As he grew 

older, Emerson started to lose his memory. He 

tried to get around it—once, forgetting the term 

“umbrella,” he called it “the thing that strangers 

take away” — but it troubled him.

○●○
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He was consoled by Alcott, who made reference 

to the Platonic legend that human beings know 

all about this world but lose that knowledge the 

moment we are born. Likewise, he said that as 

we get older, we start to lose knowledge of this 

world in the form of failing memory, to prepare 

us for the next one. Each time we cannot 

remember something about this world, it is not a 

failing but a letting go.

Rabbi David Wolpe

○○●
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Blessed is the life of every soul,

pure and bright the breath of God within us.

We pray —

Help us know the Infinite Wisdom that gives life 

and

takes it away.

Forgive us for anger, bitterness, and 

selfishness. 

Teach us the language of healing. 

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.

578
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Fifth Candle

On Acceptance

Words of Faith and Tradition

I have taught myself to be contented. . . .

Psalm 131:2
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My soul entrusted to Your care, 

both when I sleep and when I rise.

My body, too, will rest in You.

I have no fear — for God is mine.

B’yado afkid ruchi,

b’eit ishan v’a·irah.

V’im ruchi g’viyati,

Adonai li v’lo ira.

B’yado Afkid Ruchi  (from Adon Olam) 
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Blessed is the path to acceptance —

very near and sometimes distant as the horizon.

We pray —

that our moments of joy surpass the times of 

struggle,

that we taste the sweetness of each precious 

day,

that the work of our hands brings fulfillment.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.

584
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Hazorim b’dimah — b’rinah yiktzoru.

Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy.

Psalm 126:5
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Sixth Candle 

On Gratitude

Words of Faith and Tradition
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Gratitude for the Next Generation

If some messenger were to come to us with the 

offer that death should be overthrown, but with 

the one inseparable condition that birth should 

also cease; if the existing generation were given 

the chance to live forever, but on the clear 

understanding that never again would there be a 

child, or a youth, or first love, never again new 

persons with new hopes, new ideas, new 

achievements; ourselves for always and never 

any others — could the answer be in doubt?
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Rabbi Judah taught:

There are ten strong things:

Iron is strong, but fire melts it.

Fire is strong, but water quenches it.

Water is strong, but the clouds evaporate it.

Clouds are strong, but wind drives them away. 

Wind is strong, but the human body bears it.

Human beings are strong, but fear casts them 

down.

Fear is strong, but wine allays it.

Wine is strong, but sleep overcomes it.

Sleep is strong, but death is stronger.

And loving-kindness survives death.
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Blessed is the pilgrimage from grief to gratitude;

precious are the sights along the way. 

We pray —

for humility: 

to see in all things the great Artist of Eternity;

for generosity: 

to respond to the gift of life by giving of 

ourselves;

for strength: 

to hold on to life — and let it go.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.
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Seventh Candle 

On Finding Peace

Words of Faith and Tradition

There is a future for one who finds peace and 

wholeness.

Psalm 37:37
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Mizmor l’David.

Adonai ro·i; lo echsar.

Binot deshe yarbitzeini;

al-mei m’nuchot y’nahaleini.

Nafshi y’shoveiv;

yancheini v’mag’lei-tzedek 

l’maan sh’mo.

Gam ki-eileich b’gei tzalmavet, 

lo-ira ra, ki-atah imadi.

Shivt’cha umishantecha —

heimah y’nachamuni.

593
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Shivt’cha umishantecha —

heimah y’nachamuni.

Taaroch l’fanai shulchan 

neged tzor’rai.

Dishanta vashemen roshi;

kosi r’vayah.

Ach tov vachesed yird’funi 

kol-y’mei chayai;

v’shavti b’veit-Adonai l’orech yamim.

593
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A Psalm of David.
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul;

He guideth me in straight paths for His name’s 

sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou art with me;

Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in 

the presence of mine enemies;

Thou hast anointed my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 

days of my life;

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 594
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My version of the psalm’s second line would 

read, “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall often 

want.” I shall yearn, I shall long, I shall aspire. I 

shall continue to miss the people and the 

abilities that are taken from my life as loved 

ones die and skills diminish. I shall probe the 

empty spaces in my life like a tongue probing a 

missing tooth. But I will never feel deprived or 

diminished if I don’t get what I yearn for, 

because I know how blessed I am by what I 

have.

Rabbi Harold Kushner
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Blessed is peace, for all blessings flow from it.

Precious is peace, for without it no blessing is 

complete.

We pray —

for inner serenity,

for peace of mind,

for the feeling of at-homeness in the universe

and in our hearts.

Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kor hachayim.

Blessed are You, Holy One, who gives and renews life.
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“We travel through this world on a very narrow 

bridge, 

and what matters most is this: Do not be 

afraid.”

Kol haolam kulo gesher tzar m’od; v’ha·ikar lo l’facheid k’lal.

Says Rabbi Nachman of Breslov:
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Recitation of Names

Our loved ones live in our broken hearts — and, 

at times, that brings some measure of healing. 

Their acts of kindness and generosity are the 

inheritance they leave behind. We feel their 

absence; but the beauty of their lives abides 

among us. As it is said, The name of one who 

has died shall not disappear. Our loved ones’ 

names — and their memories — will endure 

among us.  And these are the names — on our 

lips and in our hearts. . . .
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Names
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Merciful God, 

God Most High:

Let there be perfect rest 

for the souls of our loved ones who have gone into eternity.

May they find shelter in Your presence among the holy and pure 

whose light shines like the radiance of heaven. 

El malei rachamim, 

shochein bam’romim,

hamtzei m’nuchah n’chonah 

tachat kanfei hash’chinah —

im k’doshim ut·horim 

k’zohar harakia mazhirim—

l’nishmot yakireinu 

shehal’chu l’olamam.
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Compassionate God, hold them close to You forever.

May their souls be bound up in the bond of life eternal.  

May they find a home in You.  

And may they rest in peace.

Together we say:  Amen.

Baal harachamim yastireim 

b’seiter k’nafav l’olamim;

v’yitzror bitzror hachayim 

et nishmatam.

Adonai — hu nachalatam. 

V’yanuchu b’shalom al mishkavam.

V’nomar: Amen.
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For Those Who Died for the Sake of Your Name

May God remember 

the souls of those slain for their devotion to You 

—

all who died al Kiddush HaShem —

our brothers and sisters, in every generation, 

killed because they were Jews:

the ones who suffered fire 

and the ones who suffered water

to sanctify Your name.

●○○
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May God remember those — in our own time —

killed in acts of hate,

acts of terror against the Jewish people, 

against the Jewish state, 

and against human beings of every nation.   

Though holiness was diminished by their 

deaths, 

may their memories be turned to good, 

their legacies a sanctification of Your name. 

○●○
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Let us honor their memory 

by word, by deed, by acts of hope and kindness.

Let us honor them through the study of history 

and by working against bigotry and bias.

As we cling to their memory, 

so may God embrace their souls 

and give them everlasting peace.

Together we say: Amen.

○○●
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Our thoughts turn to loved ones 

whom death has taken from us in recent days, 

and those who died at this season in years past.

Our hearts open, as well, to the wider circles of 

loss

in our community and wherever grief touches

the human family. . . . 

Zichronam livrachah —
May their memories be a blessing in this new 

year — and always.
605
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May God’s great name come to be magnified and 

sanctified in the world God brought into being. May God’s 

majestic reign prevail soon in your lives, in your days, and 

in the life of the whole House of Israel; and let us say: 

Amen. 

May God’s great name be blessed to the end of time. 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,

b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.

V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

vyomeichon,

uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael —

baagala uvizman kariv;

v’imru: Amen.

Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach

l’alam ul·almei almaya.

606/607

Mourner’s Kaddish
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May God’s holy name come to be blessed, acclaimed, and 

glorified; revered, raised, and beautified; honored and 

praised.  Blessed is the One who is entirely beyond all the 

blessings and hymns, all the praises and words of comfort 

that we speak in the world; 

and let us say: Amen. 

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit·hadar

v’yitaleh v’yit·halal sh’meih

v’kudsha — b’rich hu —

l’eila ul·eila mikol birchata v’shirata,

tushb’chata v’nechemata

daamiran b’alma;

v’imru: Amen.

606/607
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Let perfect peace abound; let there be abundant life for us 

and for all Israel. May the One who makes peace in the 

high heavens  make peace for us, all Israel, and all who 

dwell on earth; 

and let us say: Amen. 

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya,

v’chayim aleinu v’al kol Yisrael;

v’imru: Amen.

Oseh shalom bimromav,

Hu yaaseh shalom aleinu,

v’al kol Yisrael

v’al kol yoshvei teiveil;

v’imru: Amen.

606/607
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B’shaarei HaN’ilah · Entering N’ilah
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The long day 

is over and the gates are closing.

Slowly day fades into dusk;

soon the earth will darken.

Our bodies weak and weary,

our inner strength undiminished.

This day has been a gift —

uncluttered time, free from hurry and routine,

appointments or assignments;

a time to face our sins and imperfections,

our dreams and yearnings for the life we want to 

live;

a time to leave the clamor of the world

and attend to the voice within.

●○
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Long ago, the Temple gates were locked at dusk;

so too, at this hour, the gates of Yom Kippur begin 

to close.

Have we done all that needed to be done, 

said everything that needed to be said?

The gates of God’s compassion never close;

but, soon enough, our lives close in on us.

Now, in the silence of the soul —

now, before the holy day comes to an end —

release the unshed tears, 

the deepest prayers locked in our hearts.

○●
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THE TEMPLE GATES WERE LOCKED. Why should this prayer of the synagogue be timed to the closing of the 

Temple gates? It makes more sense to say that the prayer refers to the gates of our hearts, which are about 

to close up because we have reached the end of our ability to keep them open. . . . In this final hour, as we 

realize the inner gates will have to close, we begin to turn from supplication toward making peace. We start 

on the road to accepting the new year, whatever our fate in it will be. (Rabbi Arthur Green, b. 1941)
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In Praise of God’s Hands

When I consider the heavens, the work of Your 

hands; when I gaze at the sea of space and its 

endless array of stars; when I set out to 

understand this marvel and its Maker — Your 

greatness overwhelms me. Your majesty makes 

me tremble with awe. What are we, that You 

have given us eyes to glimpse Your truth? What 

am I, that You have given me a mind to fathom 

hints of Your purpose? 

●○○○
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We are witnesses to nature’s repeated refrains 

— forests dancing with life, mountains rising 

like prayers, oceans bursting forth with hymns.  

In the midst of this beauty, You have placed 

within humanity two worlds: mortal flesh and 

immortal soul; finite matter and infinite spirit. 

You have taught us to live at peace with the 

earth and with all living beings, and to care for 

the works of Your hands. But something deep 

within us darkens the soul. 

○●○○
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In nature, spring follows winter; but human 

behavior is far less certain. Called to a life of 

righteousness, we rebel, possessed by 

arrogance and unrestrained ambition. Again and 

again we speak of the struggle between good 

and evil, love and hate, forgetting that the power 

to choose is the greatness and glory of our 

humanity. In our forgetfulness, life loses its 

beauty and we hear a voice of judgment: Where 

are you? How you have fallen!  

○○●○
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In this hour of N’ilah, as day fades into dusk, 

we hear another voice. It says:

Atah notein yad l’foshim, vimincha f’shutah l’kabeil

shavim.

You hold out Your hand to those who do wrong;

Your right hand opens wide to receive those 

who return.

The gates of Your forgiveness are open wide. 

○○○●
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WHEN I CONSIDER THE HEAVENS. Adapted from Psalm 8:4–5. In that psalm, the sight of the night sky 

inspires thoughts of humanity’s smallness in relation to the Divine, but also the grandeur of being made in 

the divine image. This contemporary prayer, adapted from the Reform prayer book of Rabbi David Einhorn 

(1809–1879), also evokes the double nature of humanity: bound by earthly desires yet yearning for 

transcendent goodness. “You hold out Your hand” expresses the increasing sense of God’s nearness in the 

hour of N’ilah.
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May God’s great name come to be magnified and 

sanctified 

in the world God brought into being. May God’s majestic 

reign prevail soon in your lives, in your days, and in the 

life of the whole House of Israel; and let us say: Amen. 

May God’s great name be blessed to the end of time. 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,

b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.

V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

vyomeichon,

uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael —

baagala uvizman kariv;

v’imru: Amen.

Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach

l’alam ul·almei almaya.

●○
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May God’s holy name come to be blessed, acclaimed, and 

glorified; revered, raised, and beautified; honored and 

praised.  Blessed is the One who is entirely beyond all the 

blessings and hymns, all the praises and words of comfort 

that we speak in the world; 

and let us say: Amen. 

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit·hadar

v’yitaleh v’yit·halal sh’meih

v’kudsha — b’rich hu —

l’eila ul·eila mikol birchata

v’shirata, tushb’chata v’nechemata

daamiran b’alma;

v’imru: Amen.

○●
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This day is holy to our God. 

Do not be sad, 

for your rejoicing in the Holy One 

is the source of your strength.

Ki-kadosh hayom laAdoneinu; 

v’al-tei·atzeivu —

ki chedvat Adonai hi ma·uz’chem.

622

Adonai, s’fatai tiftach —

ufi yagid t’hilatecha.
Adonai, open my lips,

that my mouth may declare Your 

praise.
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You are the Source of blessing, Adonai, our God and God 

of our fathers and mothers: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, 

and God of Jacob; God of Sarah, God of Rebecca, God of 

Rachel, and God of Leah; exalted God, dynamic in power, 

inspiring awe, God sublime, Creator of all —

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu 

v’Elohei avoteinu v’imoteinu: 

Elohei Avraham, Elohei Yitzchak, 

v’Elohei Yaakov;

Elohei Sarah, Elohei Rivkah, 

Elohei Rachel, v’Elohei Leah; 

haEl hagadol hagibor v’hanora,

El elyon, 

gomeil chasadim tovim, 

v’koneih hakol —

●○○
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yet You offer us kindness, recall the loving deeds of our 

fathers and mothers, and bring redemption to their 

children’s children, acting in love for the sake of Your name. 

Remember us for life, sovereign God who treasures life. Seal 

us in the Book of Life, for Your sake, God of life. Sovereign 

of salvation, Pillar of protection —

v’zocheir chasdei avot v’imahot, 

umeivi g’ulah livnei v’neihem, 

l’maan sh’mo b’ahavah.

Zochreinu l’chayim, 

Melech chafeitz bachayim.

v’chotmeinu b’sefer hachayim,

l’maancha, Elohim chayim.

Melech ozeir umoshia umagein —

○●○
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Baruch atah, Adonai, magein Avraham v’ezrat Sarah.

Blessed are You in our lives, Adonai, 

Shield of Abraham, Sustainer of Sarah.
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Your life-giving power is forever, Adonai — with us in life and 

in death. You liberate and save, cause dew to descend; and 

with mercy abundant, lovingly nurture all life. From life to 

death, You are the force that flows without end — You support 

the falling, heal the sick, free the imprisoned and confined; 

You are faithful, even to those who rest in the dust.

Atah gibor l’olam, Adonai —

m’chayeih hakol / meitim atah,

rav l’hoshia.

Morid hatal.

M’chalkeil chayim b’chesed,

m’chayeih hakol / meitim

b’rachamim rabim —

someich noflim,

v’rofei cholim umatir asurim;

umkayeim emunato lisheinei afar.

●○○
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Power-beyond-Power, from whom salvation springs, 

Sovereign over life and death — who is like You? Merciful 

God, who compares with You? With tender compassion 

You remember all creatures for life. Faithful and true, 

worthy of our trust — You sustain our immortal yearnings; 

in You we place our undying hopes.

Mi chamocha, baal g’vurot;

umi domeh-lach? —

melech meimit umchayeh 

umatzmiach y’shuah.

Mi chamocha, El harachamim? —

zocheir y’tzurav l’chayim b’rachamim.

V’ne·eman atah l’hachayot 

hakol / meitim.

○●○
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Baruch atah, Adonai, m’chayeih hakol / hameitim.

Wellspring of blessing, Power eternal, 

You are the One who gives and renews all life.
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Hear us this day! 

Forgive us, we pray — for the day begins to fade.

Your holiness awakens deepest awe.

Your praise shall be our song.

Sh’ma na! 

S’lach na hayom, 

avur ki fanah yom.

Unhalelcha nora v’ayom, kadosh.
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Our Sovereign,

God of pardon and forgiveness,

let these words of sanctity ascend to You.

Uvchein ulcha taaleh k’dushah,

ki atah Eloheinu melech 

mocheil v’solei·ach.

628
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Hear us this day! 

Forgive us, we pray — for the day begins to fade.

Your holiness awakens deepest awe.

Your praise shall be our song.

Sh’ma na! 

S’lach na hayom, 

avur ki fanah yom.

Unhalelcha nora v’ayom, kadosh.
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Uvchein ulcha taaleh k’dushah,

ki atah Eloheinu melech 

mocheil v’solei·ach.

Our Sovereign,

God of pardon and forgiveness,

let these words of sanctity ascend to You.
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Open the gates of righteousness for us; 

open the gates that we may enter and praise the Eternal.

Open the gates for us, for all Israel, and for people 

everywhere:

the gates of acceptance and atonement, beauty and 

creativity;

the gates of dignity, empathy, and faith;

the gates of generosity and hope, insight and joy;

the gates of knowledge and love, meaning and nobility;

the gates of openness, patience, and the quest for peace;      

the gates of renewal, song, and tranquility;

the gates of understanding and virtue;

the gates of wisdom and wonder; exultation, youth and old 

age;

the gates of Zion — reborn and rebuilt in our time. 

Open the gates; open them wide — show us the way to 

enter.

Pit·chu-lanu shaarei-tzedek; 

navo vam, nodeh Yah.
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Seal us

for holiness and blessing in the Book of Life —

for You are holy and Your name is holy;

and we yearn to enter Your gates in holiness.

V’chotmeinu

b’sefer hachayim

livrachah v’likdushah —

ki atah kadosh, v’shimcha kadosh; 

usharecha bikdushah nikaneis.

630

STANDING BEFORE GOD



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

For You hold out Your hand to those who do wrong;

Your right hand opens wide to receive those who return.

Ki atah notein yad l’foshim;

vimincha f’shutah l’kabeil shavim.

630

YOU HOLD OUT YOUR HAND Three times in N’ilah the Hebrew words atah notein yad are spread wide 
across the page to proclaim this message: we have prayed, fasted, confessed, and asked forgiveness — all to the best 
of our ability. Now, instead of the long confession, Al Cheit, we say: “You hold out Your hand.” That is, instead of a 
final litany of sin, we say: “You reach out to us.” 

The word yad can also mean “power.” In that sense, atah notein yad (“You give us power”) suggests that, in these 
last moments of Yom Kippur, God offers us the freedom and strength to turn our hands into instruments of blessing, 
to transform our myriad words of atonement into deeds of goodness.
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Gates of Heaven!  Gates of Wisdom’s Palace!            

Open them now to the people who seek life’s meaning in 

Torah.

Gates of Mystery!  Gates of Hidden Truth!          

Open them now to those who hold fast and refuse to give 

up.  

Gates of Splendor!  Gates of Beauty!        

Open them now to Your faithful congregation.  

Shaarei armon —

m’heirah tiftach

l’vo·arei amon!

Shaarei g’nuzim —

m’heirah tiftach

l’dat’cha achuzim!

Shaarei heichal hanechmadim —

m’heirah tiftach

livudim!
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Gates of Your Presence!  A Vision of Glory!       

Open them now to the red-eyed and weary from fasting and 

prayer.  

Gates of Purity!  Gates of Radiance!              

Open them now to the people who glow with inner light.

Gates of Sovereignty!  Gates of Strength!    

Open them now to the people You have never abandoned. 

Shaarei z’vul machanayim —

m’heirah tiftach 

l’chachlili einayim!

Shaarei tohorah —

m’heirah tiftach 

l’yafah uvarah!

Shaarei cheter hamyuman —

m’heirah tiftach 

l’lo alman!
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You are holy.

Your name is holy.

Seekers of holiness praise You day by day.     Selah.

Atah kadosh, v’shimcha kadosh —

ukdoshim b’chol yom 

y’hal’lucha selah.

634

ְךַֽהּמָ  ‚ְייָָ ‚ַאָּתהָּברּוְך .ַהָּקדֹוׁשל 

Baruch atah, Adonai, haMelech hakadosh.

Blessed are You, Adonai, holy Sovereign.
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You chose us, with love, to be messengers of mitzvot;

and through us You made known Your aspirations.

Among all the many peoples, 

You gave us a pathway to holiness.

Among all the great nations,

You uplifted us and made Yourself our Sovereign —

and so we seek You and serve You

and celebrate our nearness to Your presence. 

Your great and sacred name has become our calling.

Atah v’chartanu mikol haamim;

ahavta otanu, v’ratzita banu.

V’romamtanu mikol hal’shonot,

v’kidashtanu b’mitzvotecha.

V’keiravtanu, Malkeinu, laavodatecha;

v’shimcha hagadol v’hakadosh 

aleinu karata.
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In Your love, Eternal our God, You have given us this 

[Shabbat — for holiness and rest — and this] Yom Kippur:

a day on which our wrongs are forgiven with love;

a day of sacred assembly;

a day to be mindful of our people’s going-out from Egypt.

Vatiten-lanu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

b’ahavah et

[Yom haShabbat hazeh likdushah

v’limnuchah, v’et]

Yom HaKippurim hazeh —

limchilah v’lislichah ulchaparah —

v’limchol-bo et kol avonoteinu 

[b’ahavah], mikra-kodesh, 

zeicher litziat Mitzrayim.
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Eternal our God, 

remember us,                                    Amen.

be mindful of us,                              Amen.

and redeem us

for a life of goodness and blessing.    Amen.

Zochreinu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

bo l’tovah.                                    Amen.

Ufokdeinu vo livrachah.            Amen.

V’hoshi·einu vo l’chayim.          Amen.
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Favor us with words of deliverance and mercy. 

Show us the depth of Your care. 

God, we await Your redemption, 

for You reign with grace and compassion.

Uvidvar y’shuah 

v’rachamim chus v’choneinu;

v’racheim aleinu v’hoshi·einu —

ki eilecha eineinu;

ki El melech chanun v’rachum atah.

638
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Our God and God of all generations,

on this Great Sabbath of Forgiveness, 

forgive our moral failings;

on this Great Sabbath of Goodness, 

teach us to be satisfied with Your goodness;

on this Great Sabbath of Atonement, 

purify our hearts to serve You in truth.

Blessed are You, Adonai:

Year after year You set us on the path from guilt to 

holiness.

Our God and God of all generations,

let us feel Your nearness;

let us know Your love.

Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu v’imoteinu, 

639

Closing Words of HaT’filah —
Forgiveness, Zion, Covenant, and Peace

●○○
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God of goodness, mercy, and hope,

we are grateful for Your gifts of love and compassion.

Seal us today for a life of integrity, lived in covenant with 

You.

God of peace, grant us peace — Your most precious gift.

You have given us freedom to choose between good and 

evil,

life and death.

May we choose life and good,

that our children may inherit from us the blessing of 

peace.

May we and the whole family of Israel

be remembered and sealed in the Book of Life.

Baruch atah, Adonai, hamachazir Sh’chinato l’Tziyon.
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Let our eyes and hearts experience Your Presence in Zion.

○●○

STANDING BEFORE GOD



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

Baruch atah, Adonai, oseih hashalom.

639

You are the Blessed One, the Eternal One, Source of peace.

○○●

STANDING BEFORE GOD

Blessed is forgiveness and blessed 

are goodness, mercy, and love.

Blessed is the nearness of Divine 

Presence and blessed is the hope 

for peace.
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S’lichot · Songs of 

Forgiveness

622
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Open a gate for us when the gates are being closed,

for the day is about to fade. 

The day shall end, the sun shall set.

Let us enter Your gates!   

P’tach lanu shaar, 

b’eit n’ilat shaar,

ki fanah yom.

Hayom yifneh; 

hashemesh yavo v’yifneh.

Navo·ah sh’arecha!

Open the Gates

●○
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Holy One, we pray:

Please — be patient. 

Please — pardon and forgive.

Please — show compassion.

Please — lead us to atonement.

And help us, please help us to conquer injustice 

and triumph over sin.

Ana El na: 

Sa na. S’lach na. 

M’chal na. Chamol-na. 

Rachem-na. Kaper-na.

K’vosh cheit v’avon.

○●
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Your Promise Is Forever

God Most High, Your promise is forever.

Even when prayer is a struggle

and You seem far away  

the doors open wide for the repentant.

Like the stoutness of oak trees —

so is our stubbornness.

Like thorns and thistles —

so is our malice.

And yet You say:

return, rebellious children.

seek My face with tears and supplication.

●○
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God Most High, Your promise is forever.

Impoverished, 

we knock on Your door, seeking kindness,

lamenting our lot —

Remember us!

Recall us for a full life!

May Your ancient love come to us quickly.

And You say:

Come to Me with thanksgiving and songs.

God Most High, Your promise is forever.

○●
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Majestic God, Your throne is mercy; love and kindness 

Your path.

ְךמֶ ֵאל ִּכֵּסאַעליֹוֵׁשבל 

ַּבֲחִסידּותִמְתַנֵהג ‚ַרֲחִמים
El melech yosheiv al kisei rachamim —

mitnaheig bachasidut.

644
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Mocheil avonot amo,

maavir rishon rishon, 

marbeh m’chilah l’chata·im, 

uslichah l’foshim —

oseh tz’dakot im 

kol basar varuach, 

lo ch’raatam tigmol.

Though we wander and stray, Your forgiveness grows

as You pardon our wrongs, one by one —

doing what is right for every living being.

In Your mercy and love, do not treat us harshly for the 

harshness of our deeds.

You teach us to proclaim Your Attributes —

made known to Moses, man of humility, long ago.

This day remember, for our sake, the Covenant of Your 

Thirteen Ways, as it is written:

○●○○

S’LICHOT



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

The Eternal descended in the cloud, stood with him there, 

and proclaimed:

Vayeired Adonai be·anan, 

vayityatzeiv imo sham; 

vayikra v’shem Adonai:

644
THE ETERNAL DESCENDED ד ֵֽר  ֽ ְייַָָוּי  , Exodus 34:5–7.
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“Adonai, Adonai: El rachum v’chanun;

erech apayim, 

v’rav-chesed ve·emet;

notzeir chesed laalafim;

nosei avon 

vafesha v’chataah; v’nakeih.”

“Adonai, Adonai —

God, 

compassionate, 

gracious, 

endlessly patient, 

loving, 

and true; 

showing mercy to the thousandth generation;

forgiving evil, defiance, and wrongdoing; 

granting pardon.” 

○○○●
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And God responded: 

“I forgive, as you have asked.”

Vayomer Adonai: 

“Salachti kidvarecha.”

AND GOD RESPONDED Numbers 14:20.

○○●
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Those Who Struggle with Prayer

●○
649

Enkat m’sal’decha —

taal lifnei chisei ch’vodecha.

Malei mishalot 

am m’yachadecha,

Shomei·a t’filat ba·ei adecha.

May the prayers of those who struggle with prayer  
reach Your presence.

May the people who say “Hear, O Israel” 
come to know You as the One who hears.

Great Giver, Israel’s eternal hope—
You are rich in forgiveness.

Though You dwell on high,
Your compassion is present—here and now.

S’LICHOT
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Shelter us in the shade of Your presence.
When You look into our hearts, be kind; 
set us on the right path.  

Come to us, our God. Please, be my Strength.
Hear the ache in our voices, the pain of our plea.

Most High and Hidden—we yearn to hear: 
“I have forgiven.”

A broken people hungers for Your care and protection.
Answer us with righteousness. Inspire us with awe.

Adonai, be our Help—give us strength. 

○● 649
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Vidui · Confession
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We are insolent — but You are compassionate and gracious.

We are stubborn and stiff-necked — but You are slow to 

anger.

We persist in doing wrong — but You are the essence of 

mercy.

Our days are a shadow passing by, but You — You are 

existence itself,

Your years never ending.

How Do We Offer the N’ilah Confession? 

With Honesty and Humility
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Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu v’imoteinu, 

tavo l’fanecha t’filateinu;

v’al titalam mit’chinateinu.

Anachnu azei fanim ukshei oref

lomar l’fanecha,

Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu

v’imoteinu:

Tzadikim anachnu, v’lo chatanu.

Aval anachnu chatanu.

652

Our God and God of all generations, may our prayers reach 

Your presence. And when we turn to You, do not be 

indifferent. Adonai, we are arrogant and stubborn, claiming to 

be blameless and free of sin.

In truth, we have stumbled and strayed. We have done wrong.

With a Moment of Self-Reflection

VIDUI
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Ashamnu, bagadnu, gazalnu, 

dibarnu dofi. He·evinu, v’hirshanu, 

zadnu, chamasnu, tafalnu sheker. 

Yaatznu ra, kizavnu, latznu, 

maradnu, niatznu, sararnu, avinu, 

pashanu, tzararnu, kishinu oref. 

Rashanu, shichatnu, 

tiavnu, ta·inu, titanu.

With All Our Heart, with All Our Mind, with All Our Being

Of these wrongs we are guilty: 

We betray.  We steal.  We scorn.  We act perversely.  

We are cruel.  We scheme.  We are violent.  We slander. 

We devise evil.  We lie.  We ridicule.  We disobey. 

We abuse.  We defy.  We corrupt.  We commit crimes.  

We are hostile.  We are stubborn.  We are immoral.  We kill.  

We spoil.  We go astray.  We lead others astray. ●○
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Atah notein yad l’foshim, 

vimincha f’shutah l’kabeil shavim.

Vat’lam’deinu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

l’hitvadot l’fanecha al kol avonoteinu,

l’maan nechdal mei·oshek yadeinu, 

utkab’leinu bit·shuvah

sh’leimah l’fanecha,

l’maan d’varecha asher amarta.  

654

You hold out Your hand to those who do wrong; Your right 

hand opens wide to receive those who return. You teach us 

the true purpose of confession: to turn our hands into 

instruments of good, to cause no harm or oppression.

Receive us, as You promised, in the fullness of our heartfelt 

t’shuvah.
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You show us many paths to forgiveness,

countless ways to make our lives count,

for You know that, in the end, 

we will return to the dust of the earth.

What are we? What is our life?

What is the breadth of our goodness, 

the depth of our righteousness, 

the true measure of our achievements and success? 

What use is our power? What good is our strength? 

V’atah yodei·a she·achariteinu 

rimah v’tolei·a; 

l’fichach hirbeita s’lichateinu.

Mah anu? Meh chayeinu? 

Meh chasdeinu? Mah tzidkoteinu?

Mah y’shuateinu? Mah kocheinu? 

Mah g’vurateinu?
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What can we say to You,

Eternal our God, God of all generations?

In Your presence there are no heroes

and great reputations dissolve;

Mah nomar l’fanecha, 

Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei 

avoteinu v’imoteinu,

halo chol hagiborim 

k’ayin l’fanecha, 

v’anshei hashem k’lo hayu,
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v’chachamim kivli mada, 

unvonim kivli haskeil —

ki rov maaseihem tohu; 

vimei chayeihem hevel l’fanecha.

Umotar haadam 

min hab’heimah ayin —

ki hakol havel.

the wise appear unlearned

and the discerning look foolish,

for all our deeds amount to futility

and the days of our lives — emptiness.

We human beings are no better than beasts:

all is vanity. 655
○●
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And yet  —

from the beginning You set us apart.

We stand before You,

uplifted by Your unique awareness of humanity.

Atah hivdalta enosh meirosh, 

vatakireihu laamod l’fanecha.
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With love You have given us this Day of Atonement: 

to make an end of moral aimlessness, 

through pardon and forgiveness; 

to make an end of our abuse of power;

to welcome our wholehearted return to the ways You 

desire.

Vatiten-lanu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

b’ahavah et 

yom haKippurim hazeh —

keitz umchilah uslichah al 

kol avonoteinu,

l’maan nechdal mei·oshek yadeinu,  

v’nashuv eilecha laasot chukei 

r’tzon’cha b’leivav shaleim.
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And You, in Your manifold mercy — may You be merciful 

to us; 

for the world’s destruction is not Your desire. As it is said 

in the Prophets: “Search for Eternity while there is time; 

cry out when God is near. Let those who do evil give up 

their ways, and the wicked their designs. Let them return 

to God, who will show them compassion — to our God, 

whose forgiveness abounds.”

V’atah b’rachamecha

harabim racheim aleinu; 

ki lo tachpotz b’hash·chatat olam.

Shene·emar: “Dirshu Adonai b’himatz’o; 

k’ra·uhu biyoto karov.”

V’ne·emar: “Yaazov rasha darko, 

v’ish aven machsh’votav.

V’yashov el Adonai virachameihu —

v’el Eloheinu, ki yarbeh lislo·ach.”
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We loved. And we wept. We were kind—and spoke 

thoughtfully.

We were faithful and trusting. We put forth effort. 

We were mindful. We embraced. 

We took delight in the holy books. 

We were creative. And we yearned. 

We fought for justice—and searched out the good. 

We tried our best. And we were attentive. 

We did what You commanded us to do.

We found meaning in Torah. 

And, most of the time, we did what is right.

We proclaimed Your name. And we were accepting.  

We were joyful. And we cared.
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From this place of prayer and 

community, we will soon return to our 

homes.

May we take with us the spirit of this 

day.

Melech chafeitz bachayim, 

Sovereign God who treasures life,

help us turn our homes into havens of 

Your love, sanctuaries of Your 

compassion. 

Let them be shelters against the 

storm, dwelling-places for all that is 

life-giving and good.
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As We Are Sealed — Open Us

Set me as a seal upon your heart,

as a seal upon your hand. . . . 

As the Book of Life is closed and sealed—

open our hearts, open our hands.

Let those who asked forgiveness and those who gave 

forgiveness

depart this place in peace.

Let all God-seekers and soul-searchers of this day 

depart this place inspired and renewed.

Together let us build a community of commitment.

●○○
665SET ME AS A SEAL. Song of Songs 8:6.
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Let all of us be sealed this day—

g’mar chatimah tovah . . .

sealed for goodness and sealed for life 

b’sefer chayim tovim . . .

sealed in the Book of Life and Good,

eager to taste life’s sweetness, 

to enjoy the fruit of our labors,

to bring light to the darkness 

and joy where sorrow dwells.

○●○
665ENJOY THE FRUIT. Based on Psalm 128:2.
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Be sealed for a year of Torah and soulful searching. 

Be sealed for a year of kindness, good deeds, and love.

As the Book of Life is closed and sealed—

open our hands, open our hearts.

○○●
665

CONCLUSION OF THE DAY



YOM KIPPUR : YIZKOR

Avinu Malkeinu — Almighty and Merciful —

answer us with grace when our deeds are wanting.

Save us through acts of justice and love.

Avinu Malkeinu, choneinu vaaneinu ki ein banu maasim.

Aseih imanu tz’dakah vachesed, v’hoshi·einu.
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WHEN OUR DEEDS ARE WANTING From the evening of Rosh HaShanah until the afternoon of 

Yom Kippur, we sing: “Answer us with grace, for our deeds our wanting.” Now, in N’ilah, having engaged in the 

process of t’shuvah (return) and cheshbon hanefesh (accounting of the soul), we experience this final moment 

of Avinu Malkeinu in a unique way. The tiny word ki makes all the difference: it can mean either “for” or “when.” 

The latter suggests that, though we are bound to miss the mark in the year ahead, we now leave behind a year’s 

worth of guilt — serene in the knowledge that we can start fresh. Our deeds are not wanting. Truly this is a 

moment of joy and renewal.
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To live life in all its fullness

is to stand, in awe, before an open 

gate—

to gaze into a doorway of hope, 

a wondrous portal of possibilities.

Many are the gates of our lives;

many the treasures toward which they 

lead. 

And how many close behind us—lost, 

forgotten, and sealed forever?

How many gates? How many years?

●○
667DOORWAY OF HOPE. In Hebrew, petach tikvah (Hosea 2:17).
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Standing, in awe, before the gates of a 

new year

we see its most precious gift: 

the minutes and the hours, the days 

and the weeks—

the treasure house of time.

Every moment is a vessel of infinite 

holiness.

Every morning, noon, and night is a 

gateway to life’s immensity.

How will we use this precious gift?

○●
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Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,

b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.

V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

uvyomeichon,

uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael —

baagala uvizman kariv;

v’imru: Amen.

668
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May God’s great name come to be magnified and sanctified in 

the world God brought into being. May God’s majestic reign 

prevail soon in your lives, in your days, and in the life of 

the whole House of Israel; and let us say: Amen.
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Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach 

l’alam ul·almei almaya.

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar 

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit·hadar

v’yitaleh v’yit·halal sh’meih

d’kudsha — b’rich hu —

668
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May God’s great name be blessed to the end of time. 

May God’s holy name come to be blessed, acclaimed, and 

glorified; revered, raised, and beautified; honored and praised.

CONCLUSION OF THE DAY
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l’eila ul·eila mikol birchata v’shirata,

tushb’chata v’nechemata

daamiran b’alma;

v’imru: Amen.

Titkabal tz’lot·hon uvaut·hon 

d’chol Yisrael kodam avuhon 

di vishmaya;

v’imru: Amen.

668
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Blessed is the One who is entirely beyond all the blessings 

and hymns, all the praises and words of comfort that we speak 

in the world; and let us say: Amen.

Let the prayers and needs of all Israel be accepted by their 

Creator in heaven; and let us say: Amen. 

CONCLUSION OF THE DAY
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Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya,

v’chayim aleinu v’al kol Yisrael;

v’imru: Amen.

Oseh shalom bimromav,

Hu yaaseh shalom aleinu,

v’al kol Yisrael

v’al kol yoshvei teiveil.

V’imru: Amen.

668
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Let perfect peace abound; let there be abundant life for us and 

for all Israel; and let us say: Amen. 

May the One who makes peace in the high heavens make 

peace for us, all Israel, and all who dwell on earth; and let us 

say: Amen. 
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For the Sounding of the Shofar

As the Sabbath of Sabbaths ends, we say from 

the heart: 

Living Source — You are ours, we are 

Yours.

From beyond time and space, 

You hold out Your hand to receive us. 

Living Source — You are ours, we are 

Yours.

You are the Sovereign of remembrance, the 

Voice of holiness — Your presence lights the 

way.

671
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For the Sounding of the Shofar

Living Source — You are ours, we are Yours.

Sh’ma, Yisrael — Hear the shofar —

witness to history, thunder to our souls.

Living Source — You are ours, we are 

Yours.

Happy are those who love the sound of the 

shofar —

its mystic chords of memory.

Living Source — You are ours, we are 

Yours. 

Hear the shofar! 

Hear its cry of freedom, its call of courage —

cherish its promise of hope.

671
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Sh’ma, Yisrael: Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echad.

Listen, Israel: Adonai is our God, Adonai is One.

Baruch shem k’vod malchuto l’olam va·ed.

Blessed is God’s glorious majesty forever and ever.

Adonai, hu haElohim.

Adonai is God.

CONCLUSION OF THE DAY
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T’kiah sh’varim t’ruah T’kiah G’dolah
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Havdalah
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Wine

674

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam,

borei p’ri hagafen.

Adonai, our God and Sovereign, Source of blessings, 

You create the fruit of the vine.

HAVDALAH
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Spices

674

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam,

borei minei v’samim.

Adonai, our God and Sovereign, Source of blessings, 

You create spices of every kind.

HAVDALAH
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Lights
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Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam,

borei m’orei ha·eish.

Adonai, our God and Sovereign, Source of blessings, 

You create the lights of fire.

HAVDALAH
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Hamavdil bein kodesh l’chol

chatoteinu hu yimchol

zareinu ushlomeinu yarbeh kachol

v’chakochavim balailah.

As You separate sacred from profane, 

separate us from our wrongful ways. 

Give us a future —

our children countless as grains of sand.

Give us peace —

majestic and beautiful as the starry night.

○●

Baruch atah, Adonai, hamavdil bein kodesh l’chol.

Adonai, Source of blessings, 

You distinguish the holy from the everyday.

HAVDALAH

Separation
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Shanah tovah, shanah tovah,

shanah tovah, shanah tovah (2x)

A good year, a year of peace —

May gladness reign and joy increase. (2x)

HAVDALAH
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Elijah the Prophet, 

Elijah of Tishbi, 

Elijah of Gilead:

may he come in our own time,

and reach us without delay.

May he yet fulfill — with love — our hope:

a world perfected and redeemed.

Eliyahu hanavi, Eliyahu haTishbi,

Eliyahu, Eliyahu, Eliyahu HaGiladi.

Bimheirah v’yameinu yavo eileinu

im mashiach ben-David, 

im mashiach ben-David.

676

HAVDALAH
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Our praise to You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the 

universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.

Baruch ata Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech

haolam, Hamotzi

lechem min haaretz.

676

HAVDALAH


