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YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

325

FROM PSALM 118

Ozi v’zimrat Yah; 

vaihi li lishuah.

Adonai is my strength, my song of praise,

for God has saved my life.

PREPARING FOR MINCHAH



YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

WE STAND AS ONE

At this hour, Israel stands as one in prayer;

all Jews on earth unite through memory and hope.

A people unafraid, unvanquished, says to God:

This people You have formed still lives to tell Your praise.

Still lives—to share this teaching with our youth:

Our ancient journey has not reached its end.

The faith implanted at our people’s birth

is realized from age to age—our sacred covenant.

●○○
326

AT THIS HOUR, ISRAEL STANDS AS ONE. This statement is based on the opening line of a prayer by Rabbi 
Leo Baeck (1873–1956) “for all Jewish communities in Germany” on the eve of Yom Kippur, October 6, 
1935. 

PREPARING FOR MINCHAH



YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

This people, few in number, ventured forth

to carve a lonely path through wilderness;

with dreams of vines and fig trees,

justice in the gates, the land at peace.

And still we make our way across the desert—

this people You have formed still lives to walk before You.

Exiled once, to Babylon, we learned the unity of God;

a second time, dispersed by Rome, we learned that 

humankind is one.

Hear, O Israel—

the call still sounds:

○●○
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Eternity is ever present in your midst;  

a heritage of sacred purpose in your heart. 

Your past tells a story for all peoples;

your future holds a promise still unfolding.

At this hour, Israel stands as one in prayer;

all Jews on earth unite through memory and hope.

We look at one another, and we know who we are;

we look to our Creator and we know our strength.

In pursuit of truth this people lives,

to serve the Most High, for the sake of life.

Behind us, pain and glory; before us, holy work.

Timeless words command us; toward eternity we gaze.

○○●
326
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Bringing the Torah into Our Midst 

It shall come to pass, in the fullness of time, that 

the mountain of the House of God shall be 

established as the highest mountain, and raised 

above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. Then 

many peoples shall say: Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the Eternal, to the House of the God of 

Jacob. And they shall say:

Teach us Your ways, that we may walk in Your 

paths.

●○
328IT SHALL COME TO PASS, Isaiah 2:2–3. 
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YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

We give thanks today for a Torah of life —

the way of kindness, mercy, and truth.

May compassion be our source of sustenance now, 

as in our people’s past. 

May our souls withstand times of crisis, 

and our hearts the inclination to evil.  

May the covenant of Abraham and Sarah 

strengthen 

our will to do what is right.

May the qualities of mercy and goodness, 

love and forgiveness flow through our lives.

And let us be strong in a perilous world; 

let us open our hearts to the path of Torah.

○●
328

WE GIVE THANKS. Based, in part, on the prayer Av Harachamim, hu y’racheim (May the Source of 
Compassion Have Mercy on Us), a 12th-century prayer before the Torah reading.
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When the Ark set out in the wilderness, Moses would say:

“Go forward, Adonai! May Your enemies be scattered;

may Your enemies flee before You.”

Vaihi binsoa haaron, 

vayomer Mosheh:

“Kumah, Adonai! V’yafutzu oivecha;

v’yanusu m’sanecha mipanecha.”

328
WHEN THE ARK SET OUT , Numbers 10:35. It is customary to rise at these words, 
as the ark is opened.
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For Torah shall come forth from Zion,

the word of Adonai from Jerusalem.

Ki mitziyon teitzei Torah,

udvar-Adonai miYrushalayim.

329
FOR TORAH , Isaiah 2:3. We enact these words as we sing them, taking the Torah from the ark 
to bring it forth — as though “from Zion.”
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Blessed is the One whose holiness brought Torah 

to the people Israel.

Baruch shenatan Torah 

l’amo Yisrael bikdushato.

329
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YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

Listen, Israel: Adonai is our God, Adonai is One!

Sh’ma, Yisrael: 

Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai echad!

329HEAR , Deuteronomy 6:4. 

One and magnificent is our God; God’s name is holy, inspiring 

awe.

Echad eloheinu, gadol adoneinu,

kadosh v’nora sh’mo.
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Exalt the Eternal with me; let us extol God’s name together.

Yours, Adonai, are greatness, might, splendor, triumph, and 

majesty — yes, all that is in heaven and earth; to You, God, 

belong majesty and preeminence above all.

Gad’lu l’Adonai iti;

unrom’mah sh’mo yachdav.

L’cha, Adonai, hag’dulah, v’hag’vurah,

v’hatiferet, 

v’haneitzach, v’hahod —

ki-chol bashamayim uvaaretz.

L’cha, Adonai, hamamlachah

v’hamitnasei, l’chol l’rosh.

329
EXALT , Psalm 34:4.
YOURS, ADONAI , I Chronicles 29:11. 
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Bar’chu et Adonai hamvorach.

Blessing Before the Torah Reading

330

Congregation responds:

Baruch Adonai hamvorach

l’olam va·ed.

Bless the Eternal, the Blessed One.

Congregation: Blessed is the Eternal, the Blessed One, now 

and forever.

●○
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Blessed is the Eternal, the Blessed One, now and forever.

Blessed are You, Eternal, our God, supreme Power of the 

universe, 

who embraced us and gave us this Teaching,

having chosen us to embody Torah among the peoples of the 

earth. 

Blessed are You, God of eternity, whose gift is Torah.

Blessing Before the Torah Reading

330

Baruch Adonai hamvorach

l’olam va·ed.

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam,

asher bachar-banu mikol haamim

v’natan-lanu et torato.

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

notein haTorah.

○●
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●○○○○

1 And Adonai spoke to Moses, 

saying: 2 “Speak to all the 

community of Israel, and say to 

them: You shall be holy for I, 

Adonai your God, am holy.

3 “Revere, each of you, your 

mother and your father; and 

keep My Sabbaths. I am Adonai 

your God. 4 You shall not turn to 

idols and you shall not fashion 

for yourselves molten gods.  I 

am Adonai your God. 

338

A Chapter of Origin (Leviticus 19:1–4, 32–37)
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○●○○○

9 “And when you reap the 

harvest of your land, you 

shall not finish by reaping 

the corners of your field; and 

you shall not gather the 

gleanings of your harvest.

10 And you shall not pick 

your vineyard bare; and you 

shall not gather the fallen 

fruits of your vineyard: leave 

them for the poor and for the 

stranger. I am Adonai your 

God.

11 “You shall not steal; and 

you shall not deceive; and 

you shall not lie to one 

another, 12 nor swear falsely 

in My name, profaning the 

name of your God. I am 

Adonai. 

338
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13 “You shall not exploit 

your neighbor, and you shall 

not rob. 

You shall not keep a worker’s 

wage with you overnight, 

until morning. 

14 “You shall not curse a 

person who is deaf, nor put a 

stumbling-block before a 

person who is blind. Rather, 

you shall 

revere your God. I am 

Adonai. 

○○●○○
338
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○○○●○

15 “You shall not do injustice 

in 

judgment: you shall not favor 

one 

who is weak, and you shall not 

defer  to one who is powerful. 

You shall judge  your kin with 

justice. 16 You shall not  spread 

slander among your people.  

You shall not stand idly by the  

blood of your neighbor.  I am 

Adonai. 17 “You shall not hate 

your kin  in your heart. Reprove 

your friend;  thus, you will not 

bear guilt  because of a friend. 

18 You shall not seek  

vengeance or bear a grudge 

against members  of your 

people—but love your neighbor 

as yourself. I am Adonai.”

339
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Blessed are You, Eternal, our God, supreme Power of the 

universe, 

who gave us a Teaching of truth and planted within us eternal 

life.

Blessed are You, God of eternity, whose gift is Torah.

Blessing After the Torah Reading

330

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

Eloheinu melech haolam,

asher natan-lanu Torat emet,

v’chayei olam nata b’tocheinu.

Baruch atah, Adonai, notein haTorah.
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A Prayer for Those Who Are Ill and 

for Givers of Care

May the Eternal One who blesses all life, 

bless and strengthen all of us 

who struggle against illness. 

May we whose lives are touched by illness 

be blessed with faith, courage, love, and caring. 

May we experience the support and sustenance 

of family, friends, companions, and community. 

May we be granted restful nights and days of 

comfort. 

We pray for r’fuah sh’leimah —

precious moments of healing —

and a sense of wholeness in body and soul. 
●○

340
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May those who care for the sick 

with their hands, their voices, and their hearts 

be blessed with courage and stamina. 

May those who pursue healing 

through medical skill and knowledge 

be blessed with insight, patience, and compassion. 

May all of us, 

the sick and the well together, 

find courage and hope. 

And let us say: Amen.

○●
340A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL. Inspired by Rabbi Leila Gal Berner (b. 1950).
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This is the Teaching that Moses set before the people Israel —

at the command of God, by the hand of Moses.

V’zot haTorah asher-sam Mosheh

lifnei b’nei Yisrael —

al-pi Adonai, b’yad-Mosheh.

Raising the Torah

THIS IS THE TEACHING                        , Deuteronomy 4:44. 
AT THE COMMAND OF GOD , Numbers 9:23. 340
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TO SPEAK THE TRUTH . How can we pray if there are things in prayer we do not believe? 
Many people treat prayer like a treatise, picking through the book for doctrinal points. While we should not 
assert things we do not believe, prayer is not philosophy. Prayer is poetry. The sound of the words, the 
rhythm and cadence, are integral to prayer. . . . When we say “This is the Torah God gave to Moses” as we 
hold the Torah aloft, we can recite that declaration even if we have doubts that the Torah is the literal, 
verbatim word of God. The declaration is deeper than the definition. It is a current carried from the past 
into the future. “Beauty is truth and truth beauty — that is all ye know on earth and all ye need to know” 
famously declared Keats. Clearly not if you have to balance a checkbook. But we do not read poetry for 
information and we do not pray from the newspaper. (Rabbi David Wolpe, b. 1958)

Blessed are You, our God Eternal, supreme Power of the 

universe,

who called forth noble prophets to speak the truth. 

Baruch atah, Adonai,

Eloheinu melech haolam,

asher bachar binvi·im tovim,

v’ratzah v’divreihem hane·emarim 

be·emet.

342

Blessing Before the Haftarah
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Blessed are You, God of eternity, who delights in the Torah;

in Moses, God’s servant; in Israel, God’s people;

and in prophets of truth and right. 

Baruch atah, Adonai, 

habocheir baTorah, 

uvMosheh avdo, 

uvYisrael amo, 

uvinvi·ei ha·emet vatzedek.

342
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●○○○○○○○○○○○○○

1 And the word of Adonai 

came to 

Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Get 

up! Go to the great city of 

Nineveh, and proclaim against 

it—for their evil deeds have 

risen up before Me.” 3 But 

Jonah got up to flee to  Tar-

shish—away from the 

presence  of Adonai. And he 

went down to Jaffa  and found 

there a ship  heading for Tar-

shish, and he paid  its fare and 

went down into it,  to head 

with them to Tarshish—away 

from  the presence of Adonai.  

4 But Adonai hurled a great 

wind  upon the sea, a storm at 

sea  so great that the ship was 

in  danger of being shattered 

to pieces.

Jonah, chapter 1

344
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5 And the sailors were 

frightened, cried out, each to 

his own god; and flung  the 

ship’s cargo into the sea to 

lighten their load. But Jonah 

had gone down into the hold, 

the lower deck of the vessel, 

and he lay down and fell into 

a deep sleep. 6 And the 

captain approached him and 

said to him: “What are you 

doing sound asleep? Get up! 

Call to your god. Perhaps the 

god will be kind to us and we 

will not perish.”

7 And they said, each man 

to his companion: “Let us 

cast lots, 

that we might know on whose 

account this evil event has 

come to us.” So they cast lots 

and the lot fell on Jonah. 344
○●○○○○○○○○○○○○
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8 And they said to him: “Tell 

us, you who have brought 

this evil upon us: What is 

your trade, and where have 

you come from? What is your 

country, and who are your 

people?” 9 And he said to 

them: 

“I am a Hebrew. I revere 

Adonai, God of heaven, who 

made sea and dry land.” 

10 The men felt great fear, and 

they asked him: “What have 

you done?”—because the 

men knew he was fleeing 

from Adonai, for so he had 

told them. 11 And they asked 

him: “What should we do to 

you to bring calm to the sea 

around us?”—for the sea was 

growing more and more 

stormy.
344

○○●○○○○○○○○○○○
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12 So he said to them: “Lift me 

up and hurl me into the sea, 

and the sea will calm down for 

you, for I know that this great 

storm came upon you 

because of me.”

13 And the crew rowed hard 

to return to the dry land; but 

they could not do it, for the 

sea was raging more and 

more fiercely around them. 14

And they called out to Adonai, 

saying: “Please, Adonai, 

please do not let us perish 

because of the life of this 

man. And do not hold us 

guilty of shedding innocent 

blood. For You, Adonai—that 

which You desired You have 

brought about.” 15 And they 

lifted Jonah and hurled him 

into the sea. Then the sea 

stopped raging.
345

○○○●○○○○○○○○○○

TORAH SERVICE



ROSH HASHANAH : MORNING SERVICE : YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICEשחרית :השנהראש

16 The men revered Adonai; 

great was their reverence. So 

they offered to Adonai a 

sacrifice, and made vows.

345

Jonah, chapter 2

1 And Adonai provided a great 

fish to 

swallow Jonah. And Jonah was 

in the belly of the fish three days 

and three nights. 2 Jonah prayed 

to 

Adonai his God from the belly of 

the fish. 3 And he said:

I called to Adonai in my 

distress,

and God answered me;

cried out from the belly of the

netherworld,

and You heard my voice.

○○○○●○○○○○○○○○
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4 Into the depths You cast 

me,

into the heart of the sea—

and the floods engulfed 

me;

all Your billowing, 

breaking waves 

wept over me.

5 And I thought to myself: 

“I was banished from 

before 

Your eyes—

will I ever again gaze

upon Your holy Temple?”

6 The waters closed in over 

me,

the deep engulfed me—

rushes wrapped around my 

head. 346
○○○○○●○○○○○○○○
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7 I descended to the low-point 

of the mountains;

the gates of the earth closed

upon me forever.

Yet You, Adonai my God,

raised up my life from the pit.

8 When my life fainted away,

called Adonai to mind;

and my prayer came to You,

to Your holy Temple.

9 They who cling to empty folly

forsake their own welfare;

10 but I—with a shout of thanksgiving, 

will sacrifice to You.

What I have vowed I will fulfill.

Rescue comes from Adonai.

346
○○○○○○●○○○○○○○
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11 Adonai commanded the fish, 

and it spewed Jonah out upon 

dry land.

347

Jonah, chapter 3

1 And the word of Adonai 

came to Jonah a second 

time: 2 “Get up!  Go to the 

great city of Nineveh,  and 

call out to it the  

proclamation that I tell 

you.” 

3 So Jonah got up and 

went to Nineveh according 

to the word  of Adonai. 

Now Nineveh was a  great 

city of God—three days’ 

journey across.

○○○○○○○●○○○○○○
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4 And Jonah started out and 

made  his way into the city the 

distance of a one-day walk. 

And he called out  and said: 

“Forty more days and 

Nineveh shall be overturned!”

5 The people of Nineveh 

trusted in God, and they 

proclaimed a fast; and they 

put 

on sackcloth, from the richest 

to the poorest. 6 And word 

reached the king of Nineveh, 

and he got up from his throne, 

took off his robe, put on 

sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 

7 And he cried out and said in 

Nineveh: “By decree of the 

king and his nobles: No 

person or beast—of flock or 

herd—shall taste anything! 

They shall not graze and they 

shall not drink water!
347
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8 They shall be covered with 

sackcloth—person and 

beast—and shall call loudly 

to God. Let all turn back from 

their evil ways and from the 

violence which is in their 

hands. 9 Who knows? God 

may turn and relent—turn 

back from the heat of 

anger—so that we do not 

perish.” 

10 God saw what they did—

how they were turning back 

from their evil ways; and 

God relented from the evil 

planned for them, and did 

not carry it out.

347

8.THE VIOLENCE . The sin that the people of Nineveh commit is called in Hebrew chamas —
violence, oppression, ruthlessness — the same sin associated with the generation of the Flood (Genesis 
6:2). In that story, God responded to the people’s cruel and lawless behavior with an act of wholesale 
destruction. The Book of Jonah, by contrast, presents a merciful and hopeful God who intervenes by 
sending a prophetic messenger so as to inspire the people of Nineveh to change their behavior and live.

○○○○○○○○○●○○○○
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1 But to Jonah this was a 

great evil, and it made him 

angry. 2 So he prayed to 

Adonai, saying, “Please, 

Adonai, is this not what I 

said when I was still in my 

own country? This is why I 

fled to Tarshish to begin 

with. For I knew that You are 

a gracious and 

compassionate God, 

endlessly patient and 

abounding in steadfast love, 

ready to repent of evil. 3 And 

now, Adonai, please, take my 

life from me—for it is better 

for me to die than to live.” 

4 And Adonai said: “Is it 

good for you to be angry?”

Jonah, chapter 4

348
○○○○○○○○○○●○○○
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5 Then Jonah left the city, 

found a place east of the 

city, made himself a shelter 

there, and sat under it in 

the shade until he might 

see what would become of 

the city. 6 And Adonai 

Elohim provided a gourd, 

and made it rise up over 

Jonah to give shade for his 

head and rescue him from 

his evil situation. And 

Jonah rejoiced—with great 

joy—because of the gourd. 

7 But at dawn the next day 

God provided a worm that 

attacked the gourd, and it 

withered.

348
○○○○○○○○○○○●○○
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8 And as the sun rose, God 

provided an oppressive wind 

from the east; and the sun 

beat down on Jonah’s head, 

making him faint. He begged 

for death, saying: “It is better 

for me to die than to live.” 

9 Then God said to Jonah: 

“Are you good and angry 

about the gourd?” And he 

said: “I am good and angry to 

the point of death.”

10 Then Adonai said: “You 

pitied the gourd, which you 

neither worked for nor grew, 

which appeared overnight 

and perished overnight.

349
○○○○○○○○○○○○●○
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11 Should I, then, not have 

compassion for the great 

city of Nineveh, a place of 

more than a hundred and 

twenty thousand human 

beings unable to tell their 

right hand from their left—

and many beasts?”

349

JONAH INVERTS GOD’S WORLD. Death becomes life. Curse becomes blessing. The attributes of God —
reverently celebrated in the Torah, and recited again and again on these holidays, Adonai, Adonai — El 
rachum v’hanun (God — compassionate, kind, forgiving), the attributes of God’s love — are derisively and 
sarcastically dismissed. They are rejected. He’d rather die than live in a world governed by a loving God. 

God is astonished and asks him, “Are you so angry?” The Hebrew is more powerful: “Haheiteiv charah 
lach — Is your anger so dear to you?” Heiteiv comes from tov. Literally, the question is: 
Has anger become your goodness? Has hate displaced the good in you? . . .

The book ends with God’s frustration, God’s distress. It ends with God’s question. But it isn’t God’s 
question to Jonah anymore. It is God’s question to us: Why can’t you love? 

The question isn’t asked out of rage, or disapproval. It is asked in tears, in divine tears of sadness —when 
God looks into the world and sees what we do to one another. How many genocides since the Holocaust? 
Cambodia, Biafra, Rwanda, Darfur. . . . God cries and asks: “Haheitev charah lach? Where is your 
compassion? Why can’t you love?” (Rabbi Edward Feinstein, b. 1954)

○○○○○○○○○○○○○●
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Baruch atah, Adonai,

Eloheinu melech haolam,

tzur kol haolamim,

tzadik b’chol hadorot;

haEl hane·eman, haomeir v’oseh,

hamdabeir umkayeim —

shekol d’varav emet vatzedek.

351

Blessing after the Haftarah

Blessed are You, our God Eternal, supreme Power of the 

universe,  Rock of all ages, Source of justice in all 

generations, God in whom faithfulness abides, whose word is 

deed, whose every utterance bespeaks truth and 

righteousness. 

●○○○
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Al haTorah, v’al haavodah,

v’al han’vi·im, 

v’al Yom HaKippurim hazeh,

shenatata lanu, Adonai Eloheinu,

limchilah v’lislichah ulchaparah,

l’chavod ultifaret.

Al hakol, Adonai Eloheinu,

anachnu modim lach, 

umvar’chim otach.

351

Our God Eternal, for all of these gifts we thank You and bless 

You: Torah, worship, the books of the prophets, and this Day 

of Atonement— given to us for the sake of pardon and 

forgiveness, that we might make amends with honor and 

dignity.

○●○○
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Yitbarach shimcha b’fi kol chai

tamid l’olam va·ed;

udvar’cha emet v’kayam laad.

351

Let all life bless Your name continually, to the end of time, so 

that Your truth will endure forever.

○○●○
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Baruch atah, Adonai, 

melech mocheil v’solei·ach 

laavonoteinu v’laavonot amo 

beit Yisrael,

umaavir ashmoteinu 

b’chol shanah v’shanah,

melech al kol haaretz,

m’kadeish Yisrael

v’Yom HaKippurim.

351

Blessed are You, Adonai, Sovereign who forgives our failings 

and pardons the failings of Your people, the House of Israel. 

You banish our guilt, from year to year; You reign in majesty 

over all the earth; You sanctify, the people Israel and the Day 

of Atonement.

○○○●
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All praise God’s name, for God’s name alone is truly sublime:

Your brightness lights the earth and sky raises us up, blares 

out the note from Your people’s trumpet an exultant blast for 

all who struggle with You and are close at hand — Halleluyah!

352

Y’hal’lu et-shem Adonai,

ki-nisgav sh’mo l’vado:

hodo al-eretz v’shamayim.

Vayarem keren l’amo;

t’hilah l’chol-chasidav,

livnei Yisrael am k’rovo —

hal’lu-Yah!

Returning the Torah to the Ark

ALL PRAISE , Psalm 148:13. 
YOUR BRIGHTNESS . Adaptation of Psalm 148:14 by Norman Fischer (b. 1946).
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A precious teaching I have given you: My Torah. Do not 

forsake it. 

Ki lekach tov natati lachem:

Torati. Al-taazovu.

Take Us Back

A PRECIOUS TEACHING , Proverbs 4:2. 

●○
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Eitz-chayim hi lamachazikim bah;

v’tom’cheha m’ushar.

D’racheha darchei-no·am,

v’chol-n’tivoteha shalom.

Hashiveinu, Adonai, 

elecha — v’nashuvah.

Chadeish yameinu k’kedem.

A Tree of Life to those who hold it fast: all who embrace it 

know happiness. Its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all its 

paths are peace. Take us back, Adonai — let us come back to 

You. 

Renew in our time the days of old.

○●

A TREE OF LIFE , Proverbs 3:18. 
ITS WAYS , Proverbs 3:17. 
LET US COME BACK , Lamentations 5:21. 353
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SAID THE HOLY ONE to Israel:

I asked you to pray in the synagogue of your city

but if you cannot pray in the synagogue, 

pray outdoors in an open field;

and if you cannot pray in the field,

pray in the shelter of your home;

and if you cannot pray in your home,

pray in the dark on your bed;

and if you cannot pray on your bed,

meditate in your heart without words.

357SAID THE HOLY ONE. Based on Midrash T’hilim on Psalm 4:9.
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AVOT V’IMAHOT: 
KINDNESS OF HEART AND HAND: THE BLESSING OF CHESED

Zocheir chasdei avot v’imahot . . .

Remember the chesed of those who came before us:

a desert tent furled on every side—

the home of Abraham and Sarah—

wide open to welcome travelers from all directions;

an open hand, to offer bread to strangers in need;

an open heart, a bold voice lifted up in defense of others.

●○○○
361

FURLED ON EVERY SIDE. A midrash teaches that Job’s tent was also open on all sides, but Abraham 
reached an even higher level of hospitality, for he would go out in search of guests. 
(Avot d’Rabbi Natan 7)
A VOICE LIFTED UP. Referring to Abraham’s plea on behalf of the people of Sodom (Genesis 18).
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○●○○
361

Notzeir chesed laalafim . . .

Hold fast these memories of chesed. Show mercy in a 

thousand ways.

Weave threads of kindness from generation to generation.

NOTZEIR CHESED LAALAFIM. “Keeping mercy to the thousandth generation” (Exodus 34:7). The 11th-
century commentator Rashi teaches that this phrase denotes “the chesed that a person performs before 
God”—not God’s kindness, but human kindness. That is, when a person performs a kind deed, God 
treasures and preserves it.
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○○●○
361

And so our Sages teach:

Why call God Magein Avraham (the Shield of Abraham)?

Through this name, we ask God to protect the “Abraham” 

within each of us—

our spark of generosity and kindness, 

the impulse to open our circle and 

widen our horizon of concern.

WHY CALL GOD MAGEIN AVRAHAM. A teaching of Rabbi Judah Aryeh Leib Alter (1847–1905), also known 
as the S’fat Emet (Language of Truth), the title of his most famous work.
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○○○●
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And when we call God Ezrat Sarah—the One who 

intervened on Sarah’s behalf—

we seek to awaken within ourselves a spirit of generous 

activism;

to inspire life-sustaining deeds, 

selfless moments of giving to others. 

Descendants of compassionate ancestors, 

may we cultivate the instinct to love and serve.

Blessed is the open heart, blessed the open hand.

DESCENDANTS OF COMPASSIONATE ANCESTORS. Based on a traditional description of the Jewish people 
as rachamanim b’nei rachamanim (compassionate children of compassionate parents). Talmud Y’vamot
79a states: “Jews are distinguished by three characteristics: they are merciful, they are modest, and they 
perform acts of loving kindness.”
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G’VUROT: 
THE BLESSING OF STRENGTH

Atah gibor l’olam, Adonai . . .

You are the Power that never diminishes and 

never subsides.

From You we draw g’vurah—our inner core of strength:

Strength to rise at dawn when hungry babies cry;

Strength to rise before the aged parent, 

to bring care and dignity;

Strength to give patience to a child whose needs

overwhelm us;

Strength to hold and heal a spouse in pain, to give love

without losing hope;

●○○
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Strength to survive a job that is stressful and

unrewarding; 

Strength to endure months or years without work and

purpose; 

Strength to face crises and strength to surmount

everyday hurdles;

Strength to keep practicing and exercising, trying mightily

in spite of failure;

Strength to do what is called for, even when it is hard;

Strength to do what is right, especially when others do

not.

○●○
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Atah gibor l’olam, Adonai . . .

Your power is with us always:

in our human stamina and resilience;

in our determination to persevere;

in the discipline to set limits and make choices;

in the fortitude to be true to our principles.

Blessed is g’vurah—

the will to act with courage, the gift of inner strength. 

○○●
365

THE DISCIPLINE TO SET LIMITS. Rabbi Meir Leib ben Yechiel Michel (called Malbim; 1809–1879) taught: “Parents 
who cannot bear to discipline a child actually care more for themselves—their own tender feelings—than 
they do for their child’s ultimate good. Indulgence is not love.” Similarly, we find this critique of Abraham’s 
parenting skills in a midrash: by neglecting to correct Ishmael’s objectionable behavior, Abraham allowed 
his son to become a disagreeable person (Exodus Rabbah 1.1).
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We sanctify Your name in the world,

as celestial song sanctifies You in realms beyond our world, 

in the words of Your prophet: 

“Holy Holy Holy is the God of heaven’s hosts. 

The fullness of the whole earth is God’s glory.” 

N’kadeish et shimcha baolam,

k’shem shemakdishim oto 

bishmei marom; 

kakatuv al yad n’vi·echa: 

V’kara zeh el-zeh v’amar: 

“Kadosh, kadosh, kadosh 

Adonai tz’vaot, 

m’lo chol-haaretz k’vodo.” 

●○○○○
368HOLY , Isaiah 6:3. 

STANDING BEFORE GOD



YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

God of Strength who gives us strength,

God of Might who gives us might —

how magnificent the signs of Your Being throughout the earth. 

“Blessed is the splendor that shines forth from the Eternal.” 

Adir adireinu,

Adonai adoneinu—

mah-adir shimcha 

b’chol haaretz. 

“Baruch k’vod-Adonai

mim’komo.” 

○●○○○
368

GOD OF MIGHT , Psalm 8:2, 10. 
BLESSED , Ezekiel 3:12.
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Our God is one —

Avinu and Malkeinu, sovereign Source of life and liberation —

revealing with mercy to all who live: “I am Adonai your God.” 

Echad hu eloheinu, 

hu avinu,

hu malkeinu, 

hu moshi·einu —

v’hu yashmi·einu 

b’rachamav l’einei kol chai: 

“Ani Adonai Eloheichem.” 

○○●○○
368I AM , Exodus 15:10.17.
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“The Eternal shall reign for all time,

your God for all generations, Zion — Halleluyah!” 

“Yimloch Adonai l’olam; 

Elohayich, Tziyon, 

l’dor vador,  

hal’lu-Yah!” 

○○○●○
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We will teach Your greatness

l’dor vador — from generation to generation.

And to the end of time

we will affirm Your holiness.

Our God, Your praise shall ever be on our lips,

for Your power is boundless — sovereign and holy. 

L’dor vador nagid godlecha.

Ulneitzach n’tzachim 

k’dushat’cha nakdish. 

V’shivchacha, Eloheinu, 

mipinu lo yamush 

l’olam va·ed,

ki El melech 

gadol v’kadosh atah. 

○○○○●
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“MAY WE BE REMEMBERED . . . FOR LOVE AND COMPASSION . . .”

Rabbi Shimon taught: Do not regard yourself as 

worthless.

HaRachaman, Source of mercy,

teach me the art of a compassionate gaze.

Show me how to be patient and forgiving,

kind and encouraging, loving and understanding, 

generous in spirit when faced with imperfection.

Help me to extend love and compassion

to my own imperfect soul.

385
●○○

BE LOVING, Leviticus 19:18.
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Help me to embrace these truths:

I share the lot of all human beings; 

I am not alone in my failings. 

Whatever I have done,

I am loved and valued by You,

worthy of love, capable of goodness. 

Do not let me slip into self-loathing or despair.

○●○
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As I ask for Your remembrance, I commit myself to 

remember:

Self-compassion is not self-indulgence.

It is not an excuse for bad behavior or an impediment to my 

growth.

Harsh self-rebuke will not make me more gentle with 

others. 

On this holy day I hold fast to these words of Torah:

“Be loving to your neighbor, as you are to yourself.”

○○●
385RABBI SHIMON TAUGHT, Mishnah Avot 2:18.
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Zochreinu, Adonai Eloheinu, 

bo l’tovah. Amen.

Ufokdeinu vo livrachah. Amen.

V’hoshi·einu vo l’chayim.      Amen.

386

Eternal our God, remember us, Amen
be mindful of us,                           Amen
and redeem us

for a life of goodness and blessing. Amen
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390

God who is ours and God of our fathers and mothers:

lead us to holiness through Your mitzvot; 

and may each of us find a portion of Torah that is ours. 

You bestow such goodness — teach us to be satisfied, 

and to know the joy of Your salvation. 

Eloheinu v’Elohei

avoteinu v’imoteinu,

kad’sheinu b’mitzvotecha;

v’tein chelkeinu b’Toratecha.

Sab’einu mituvecha; 

v’sam’cheinu bishuatecha.

●○○
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391

Make our hearts pure, so that we may be of true service to You —

for You are the Forgiver of Israel, in every generation granting pardon 

to the tribes of Yeshurun. We have no God of forgiveness and pardon 

but You, You alone. 

V’taheir libeinu 

l’ovd’cha be·emet —

ki atah solchan l’Yisrael,

umocholan l’shivtei Y’shurun 

v’chol dor vador;

umibaladecha ein lanu 

melech mocheil v’solei·ach 

ela atah.

○●○

STANDING BEFORE GOD



YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :
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You are blessed, Adonai, Sovereign who forgives our failings 

and pardons the failings of Your people, the House of Israel.

You banish our guilt, from year to year, 

You reign in majesty over all the earth;

You sanctify the people Israel and 

the Day of Atonement.

Baruch atah, Adonai —

melech mocheil 

v’solei·ach laavonoteinu 

v’laavonot amo beit Yisrael, 

umaavir ashmoteinu b’chol shanah

v’shanah —

melech al kol haaretz, 

m’kadeish Yisrael 

v’Yom HaKippurim.

○○●
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TEN THOUSAND FLOWERS in spring, the moon in autumn,

a cool breeze in summer, snow in winter.

If your mind isn’t clouded by unnecessary things,

this is the best season of your life. 

401TEN THOUSAND FLOWERS. By Wu-Men Hui-k’ai (1183–1260).
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406

Let there be peace.

Grant goodness, blessing, and grace, constancy and compassion to us 

and all Israel, Your people. 

Sim shalom tovah uvrachah,

chein vachesed v’rachamim,

aleinu v’al kol Yisrael amecha.

●○○○
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Avinu —

bless and unite all human beings in the light of Your presence; for 

Your light has shown us a holy path for living: devotion to love, 

generosity, blessedness, mercy, life, and peace. 

Bar’cheinu, Avinu—kulanu 

k’echad— b’or panecha;

ki v’or panecha natata lanu, 

Adonai Eloheinu, Torat chayim 

v’ahavat chesed, utzdakah 

uvrachah v’rachamim 

v’chayim v’shalom. 

○●○○
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406In Your goodness, bless Your people Israel with peace at all times. 

V’tov b’einecha l’vareich 

et am’cha Yisrael, 

b’chol eit uvchol shaah, 

bishlomecha.

○○●○
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406

Let us, and the whole family of Israel,

be remembered and inscribed in the Book of Life. 

May it be a life of goodness, blessing, and prosperity! 

May it be a life of peace! 

B’sefer chayim, b’rachah,

v’shalom, ufarnasah tovah, 

nizacheir v’nikateiv l’fanecha— anachnu, 

v’chol am’cha 

beit Yisrael—

l’chayim tovim ulshalom! 

○○○●

You are the Blessed One, Eternal Source of shalom.

Baruch atah, Adonai, oseih hashalom.
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410

May the Maker of peace above make peace for us, all Israel, and all 

who dwell on earth. Amen. 

Oseh shalom bimromav, 

hu yaaseh shalom aleinu, 

v’al kol Yisrael,

v’al kol yoshvei teiveil. 

V’imru: Amen. 
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412

As parents show tenderness to their children, 

may You show mercy to those who worship You.

Like the heavens that tower above the earth, 

Your love is powerful for those who revere You. 

Liberation is a gift from God — a blessing upon Your people.  

You are the God of all we can perceive, our haven, the God of 

Yaakov.

K’racheim av al-banim,

richam Adonai al-y’rei·av.

Ki chigvo·ah shamayim al-haaretz,

gavar chasdo al-y’rei·av.

L’Adonai haishuah,

al-am’cha virchatecha selah.

●○○
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And You are the God of all that is beyond our perception; 

the one who has faith in You is fortunate.  

Sovereign God, show us the way to freedom!  

Answer us on this day of our calling out to You. 

Adonai Tz’vaot imanu;

misgav-lanu Elohei Yaakov, selah.

Adonai Tz’vaot, 

ashrei adam botei·ach bach.

Adonai, hoshiah!

HaMelech yaaneinu v’yom-koreinu.

○●○
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Moses prayed to God: 

“As You have been faithful to this people ever since Egypt, 

please forgive their failings now, in keeping with Your 

boundless love.”

“S’lach na laavon haam hazeh

k’godel chasdecha,

v’chaasher nasata laam hazeh

miMitzrayim v’ad heinah.”

○○●
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And God responded: “I forgive, as you have asked.”

V’sham ne·emar:

“Vayomer Adonai: 

‘Salachti, kidvarecha.’”

414
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416

Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu v’imoteinu, 

tavo l’fanecha t’filateinu;

v’al titalam mit’chinateinu.

Anachnu azei fanim ukshei oref

lomar l’fanecha,

Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu 

v’imoteinu:

Tzadikim anachnu, v’lo chatanu.

Aval anachnu chatanu.

Our God and God of all generations, may our prayers reach 

Your presence. And when we turn to You, do not be indifferent. 

Adonai, we are arrogant and stubborn, claiming to be 

blameless and free of sin.

In truth, we have stumbled and strayed. We have done wrong.

Vidui Zuta — The Short Confession
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Ashamnu, bagadnu, gazalnu, 

dibarnu dofi. He·evinu, v’hirshanu, 

zadnu, chamasnu, tafalnu sheker. 

Yaatznu ra, kizavnu, latznu, 

maradnu, niatznu, sararnu, avinu, 

pashanu, tzararnu, kishinu oref. 

Rashanu, shichatnu, 

tiavnu, ta·inu, titanu.

Of these wrongs we are guilty: 

We betray.  We steal.  We scorn.  We act perversely.  

We are cruel.  We scheme.  We are violent.  We slander. 

We devise evil.  We lie.  We ridicule.  We disobey. 

We abuse.  We defy.  We corrupt.  We commit crimes.  

We are hostile.  We are stubborn.  We are immoral.  We kill.  

We spoil.  We go astray.  We lead others astray. 
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For these sins, our God, we ask forgiveness:

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’zadon uvishgagah;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bishvuat shav.

418

Vidui Rabbah — The Long Confession

The ways we have wronged You deliberately and by mistake;  

and harm we have caused in Your world through insincere 

promises.  

●○○○○○○○
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The ways we have wronged You by judging others unfairly;

and harm we have caused in Your world by making light of 

serious matters.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

biflilut;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’kalut rosh.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’yeitzer hara;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’einayim ramot.

418
○●○○○○○○
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The ways we have wronged You by giving in to our hostile 

impulses;

and harm we have caused in Your world through 

condescension. 
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The ways we have wronged You through our innermost 

thoughts;

and harm we have caused in Your world through the words of 

our mouths. 

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’hirhur halev;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’dibur peh.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’chachash uvchazav;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’honaat rei·a.

419
○○●○○○○○

S’LICHOT AND VIDUI

The ways we have wronged You through lies and deceit;

and harm we have caused in Your world by mistreating a 

friend 

or neighbor.
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The ways we have wronged You by hating without cause;

and harm we have caused in Your world through hypocrisy. 

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha 

b’sinat chinam;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha 

b’vidui peh.

V’al kulam, Elo·ah s’lichot, s’lach 

lanu, m’chal lanu, kapper-lanu.

419
○○○●○○○○
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For all these failures of judgment and will —

God of forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, lead us to 

atonement.
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The ways we have wronged You openly and secretly;

and harm we have caused in Your world through our 

thoughtlessness. 

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bagalui uvasater;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bivli daat.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’chilul hashem;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’tumat s’fatayim.

420
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The ways we have wronged You by profaning Your name in 

public;

and harm we have caused in Your world through offensive 

speech.
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The ways we have wronged You through gossip and rumor; 

and harm we have caused in Your world through disrespect to 

parents and teachers.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

birchilut;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’zilzul horim umorim.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’tzarut-ayin;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’masa uvmatan.

420
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The ways we have wronged You through narrow-mindedness;

and harm we have caused in Your world through dishonesty in 

business.
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The ways we have wronged You through sexual immorality;

and harm we have caused in Your world through consumption 

of food and drink.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’gilui arayot;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’maachal uvmishteh.

Al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

bitsumet yad;

v’al cheit shechatanu l’fanecha

b’ritzat raglayim l’hara.

421
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The ways we have wronged You by betraying trust; 

and harm we have caused in Your world through impulsive 

acts 

of malice. 
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For all these failures of judgment and will —

God of forgiveness, forgive us, pardon us, lead us to 

atonement.

V’al kulam, Elo·ah s’lichot, s’lach 

lanu, m’chal lanu, kapper-lanu.
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FAILURES OF INTEGRITY

We wrong You when we wrong ourselves.

For our failures of integrity, Adonai, we seek forgiveness.

For passing judgment without knowledge of the facts,

and for distorting facts to suit our purposes.

For succumbing in silence to social pressure,

and for acquiescing in beliefs we find offensive.   
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For using others’ bad behavior to excuse our own,

and for blaming others 

for our mistakes and poor decisions.  

For pretending to emotions we do not feel, 

and for appearing to be other than what we are.

For condemning in our children 

the faults we tolerate in ourselves,

and for tolerating in ourselves 

the faults we condemn in our parents.
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FAILURES OF JUSTICE

We dishonor You when we dishonor our society.

For our failures of justice, Adonai, we seek forgiveness.

For being indifferent to deprivation and hunger, 

while accepting a culture of self-indulgence and greed.

For abuse of power in board rooms, 

court rooms and classrooms,

and for accepting the neglect of children and elders, 

the ill and the weak.
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For permitting social inequalities to prevail,

and for lacking the vision to transcend our selfishness.  

For glorifying violence and turning hastily to war,

and for allowing history to repeat itself.  

For behaviors that risk the future of our planet,

and for wreaking havoc on our only true inheritance—God’s 

Creation. 
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FAILURES OF LOVE

We sin against You when we hurt one another. 

For our failures of love, Adonai, we seek forgiveness.

For exploiting another for our own pleasure,

and for the wounds we cause through betrayal and 

deception.

For withholding affection from those we claim to love,

and for using love to control our spouses and partners, our 

children and parents.
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For abandoning friends and siblings 

whose love has sustained us,

and for neglecting those who love us 

when they need us most.   

For harboring in our relationships 

mistrust, boredom, and disloyalty,

and for rejecting our partner’s efforts 

at repair and renewal.

For possessiveness, jealousy, and avarice,

and for lashing out in anger 

at those who are closest to us.
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WHO AMONG US is blameless? 

Who shall say: “I have not erred; 

I have not wronged or sinned”?

We abuse, we brutalize, we covet, we deceive, 

we enslave, we feud, we gossip, we humiliate, we injure, we

judge unfairly, we kill, we lie, 

we manipulate, we neglect, we ostracize, we plagiarize, we 

quarrel, we rage, we shame, we turn away, 

we undermine, we vilify, we waste, we exploit the earth, we 

yearn too much for yesterday—

and too easily forget Zion.
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Our sins are an alphabet of woe.

Help us, Holy One, to follow Your ways of integrity, justice, 

and love.  

Teach us to seek forgiveness with humility and an open 

heart.
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FOR ACTS OF HEALING AND REPAIR

God our Creator and Guide, let us reflect on the healing acts 

by which we bring You into our lives,

the acts of repair that make You a living presence 

in our words and deeds:

acts of healing we have done 

by judging others with compassion, 

and acts of repair we have 

done through rigorous self-judgment;
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acts of healing we have done 

through kindness to parents and children,

and acts of repair we have done 

through loyalty to spouses, partners, and friends;

acts of healing we have done 

through self-discipline and self-restraint,

and acts of repair we have done 

by ridding ourselves of destructive behavior;
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acts of healing we have done 

by seeing the holy in the ordinary,

and acts of repair we have done 

by taking upon ourselves sacred obligations;

acts of healing we have done by seeking forgiveness,

and acts of repair we have done by forgiving others;

acts of healing we have done 

by turning in love toward Zion, 

and acts of repair we have done 

by supporting the State of Israel;
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acts of healing we have done 

by receiving life as a blessing and a gift, 

and acts of repair we have done 

by expressing gratitude and appreciation;

acts of healing we have done 

by listening with an open mind to those we love, 

and acts of repair we have done 

by making our homes shelters of safety and peace—

for all of these bring nearer the day when You shall be one 

and Your name shall be one.
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HAKARAT HATOV — RECOGNIZING THE GOOD

What gives us strength to pursue goodness?

Awareness of the good that is around us—

decent, generous acts that remind us of what is possible,

here and now, in this world of moral ambiguity.

So our Sages taught: one mitzvah inspires another.

●○○○○
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HAKARAT HATOV. A Hebrew term for gratitude, literally “recognizing the good.” The expression conveys a 
moral lesson: that we find blessing not in receiving something beneficial, but in noticing and appreciating 
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Thus we acknowledge and celebrate:

Those who do their best on the job, 

whatever their level or pay;

and those who run an honest business, 

who don’t cut corners, falsify, or lie.

Those who labor in obscurity to help others, 

or advance the frontiers of truth;

those who add beauty to the world through the arts, 

or through unselfish deeds.
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Patient teachers who see the potential 

in shy or “difficult” students;

students who focus on learning, 

not just good marks, and earn their grades 

fairly without cheating.

Athletes who exemplify good sportsmanship 

and self-discipline;

all those who use their wealth to benefit society 

and the greater good.
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Those in high places who resist the corruption of power;

whistle-blowers, alert to malfeasance, 

who bravely sound the alarm.

Public servants who do the people’s business 

with integrity;

politicians who place conscience above popularity.

Those who travel far from home 

to defend our country from foes;

those who keep our communities safe, 

who run into fires to save lives.
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Parents who care selflessly for ill or troubled children;

children who give time and love 

to frail and aging parents.

Loving spouses who remain faithful;

loyal friends who stand fast in times of trouble.

May their mitzvot inspire our own.

May we find the strength to emulate their honor.

Let us take joy in remembering that goodness still abides.
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Before the Open Ark

Avinu Malkeinu —

As Joseph wept and opened a forgiving heart to his 

brothers, 

let our hearts be open to those who ask our 

forgiveness.

Avinu Malkeinu —

As the High Priest entered the innermost Shrine to 

atone,

let our acts of t’shuvah touch our innermost life.

Avinu Malkeinu —

As Jonah cried out to God, “I thought I was driven 

away,”

let us reach for the Divine from the depths of our 

being. ●○
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AS YOU SAID TO MOSES AND ISRAEL. See Leviticus 19.

Avinu Malkeinu —

As You said to Moses and Israel, 

“You shall be holy, for I am holy,”

let us affirm today: 

“We shall pursue holiness in our everyday lives —

revering mother and father,

providing for the poor,

rising before the aged,

loving neighbor and stranger as ourselves.”

Avinu Malkeinu —

Hear our voice. …
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Avinu Malkeinu, chatanu l’fanecha.

Avinu Malkeinu — Almighty and Merciful —

we have strayed and sinned before You.

Avinu Malkeinu, ein lanu melech

ela atah.

Avinu Malkeinu, You alone are our Sovereign.

Avinu Malkeinu, aseih imanu

l’maan sh’mecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, act toward us as befits Your name.

Avinu Malkeinu, chadeish aleinu

shanah  tovah.

Avinu Malkeinu, renew for us a year of goodness.
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Avinu Malkeinu, zachor 

ki afar anachnu.

Avinu Malkeinu, remember: 

we are but dust of the earth.

Avinu Malkeinu, t’hei hashaah

hazot sh’at rachamim 

v’eit ratzon mil’fanecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, let this hour in Your presence 

be a time of compassion and acceptance.

Avinu Malkeinu, chamol aleinu, 

v’al olaleinu v’tapeinu.

Avinu Malkeinu, have compassion on us and our families.
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Avinu Malkeinu, aseih l’maan t’vuchim

al yichudecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, act for the sake of those slain 

for their devotion to You.

Avinu Malkeinu, aseih l’maan 

harugim al shem kodshecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, act for the sake of those killed 

because they were Jews.

Avinu Malkeinu, aseih l’maan 

ba·ei va·eish uvamayim 

al kiddush sh’mecha.

Avinu Malkeinu, have compassion on us and our families.
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Avinu Malkeinu, choneinu vaaneinu;

ki ein banu maasim.

Aseih imanu tz’dakah vachesed, 

v’hoshi·einu.

Avinu Malkeinu — Almighty and Merciful —

answer us with grace, for our deeds are wanting. 

Save us through acts of justice and love.
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Aleinu —

ours the duty to listen and ours the duty to praise;

ours is the duty to respond to what we hear;

to raise questions 

and build houses of study in which to ask them;

to praise the Creator for creating;

to praise the Creator for rest;

to praise the God of Torah for the challenge of 

Torah; 

to praise the God of eternity for every hour, every 

day;

to plant and build, to seek peace and pursue it;

ours the duty to do justice; ours the duty to be 

Israel:

to fix the broken, to open doors of hope;

to bow before a commanding Power that speaks to 

us 

from Sinai, from history, from deep within the heart.
●○
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Hear, O Israel:

it is not your duty to complete the work, 

but you may not turn away.

○●
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Ours is the duty to praise the All-Sovereign, to honor the Artist of 

Creation, who made us unique in the human family, with a destiny all 

our own. 

Aleinu l’shabei·ach laadon hakol,

lateit g’dulah 

l’yotzeir b’reishit —

shelo asanu 

k’goyei haaratzot,

v’lo samanu 

k’mishp’chot haadamah;

shelo sam chelkeinu kahem,

v’goraleinu k’chol hamonam.
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For this we bend our knees and bow with gratitude before the 

Sovereign Almighty — Monarch of All — the Wellspring of holiness 

and blessing, 

Vaanachnu korim,

umishtachavim, umodim

lifnei melech

malchei ham’lachim:

HaKadosh, baruch hu,
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who spread out the sky and fashioned the land, who dwells in beauty 

far beyond sight, whose powerful presence is the loftiest height. You 

are our God; there is none else. We take as true Your sovereignty; 

there is no other —

shehu noteh shamayim 

v’yoseid aretz,

umoshav y’karo 

bashamayim mimaal,

ush·chinat uzo 

b’govhei m’romim.

Hu Eloheinu; ein od.

Emet Malkeinu, efes zulato —
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as Torah teaches: “Embrace and carry in your heart this day: In 

heaven above, on earth below, the Eternal is God. There is no other.”

kakatuv b’Torato: 

“V’yadata hayom

v’hasheivota el-l’vavecha,

ki Adonai hu haElohim

bashamayim mimaal

v’al-haaretz mitachat —

ein od.”
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THE TASK THAT AWAITS US

What is the Jewish way to God? It is not a way of ascending 

the ladder of speculation. Our understanding of God is not 

the triumphant outcome of an assault upon the riddles of 

the universe or a donation we receive in return for 

intellectual surrender. Our understanding comes by the way 

of mitzvah. 

By living as Jews we attain our faith as Jews. We do not 

have faith in deeds; we attain faith through deeds. 
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WHAT IS THE JEWISH WAY TO GOD . . . IN THE FORM OF A DEED. By Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
(1907–1972).
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When Moses recounted to the people the laws of the 

covenant with God, the people responded: “We will do and 

we will hear.” This statement was interpreted to mean: In 

doing we perceive. A Jew is asked to take a leap of action 

rather than a leap of thought.

What is a mitzvah? A prayer in the form of a deed.

○●○○
434

CONCLUSION OF AFTERNOON PRAYERS



YOM KIPPUR : AFTERNOON SERVICE :

Genuine religiosity is doing. It wants to sculpt the 

unconditioned out of the matter of this world. The 

countenance of God reposes, invisible, in an earthen block; 

it must be wrought, carved, out of it. To be engaged in this 

work is to be religious—nothing else.

Multiplicity is given into our hands, to be transformed 

into unity; a vast, formless mass, to be given form by us 

with the Divine.

○○●○
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The human community is as yet only a projected opus that is 

waiting for us—

a chaos that we must put in order; a Diaspora that we must 

gather in; a conflict to which we must bring reconciliation.

But this we can accomplish only if . . . each of us, each in 

our own place, will perform the just, the unifying, the “in-

forming” deed.

For God does not want to be believed in, to be debated and 

defended by us, but simply to be realized through us.
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May God’s great name come to be magnified and sanctified 

in the world God brought into being. 

May God’s majestic reign prevail soon in your lives, in your 

days, 

and in the life of the whole House of Israel; and let us say: 

Amen.

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’meih raba,

b’alma di v’ra chiruteih.

V’yamlich malchuteih b’chayeichon

uvyomeichon,

uvchayei d’chol beit Yisrael —

baagala uvizman kariv; 

v’imru: Amen.
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May God’s great name be blessed to the end of time. 

May God’s holy name come to be blessed, acclaimed, and 

glorified; 

revered, raised, and beautified; honored and praised. Blessed is 

the One who is entirely beyond all the blessings and hymns, all 

the praises and words of comfort that we speak in the world; and 

let us say: Amen.

Y’hei sh’meih raba m’varach

l’alam ul·almei almaya.

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpaar

v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yit·hadar

v’yitaleh v’yit·halal sh’meih

v’kudsha — b’rich hu —

l’eila ul·eila mikol birchata v’shirata,

tushb’chata v’nechemata

aamiran b’alma; 

v’imru: Amen.
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God of heaven and earth, 

grant abundant peace

to our people Israel and their rabbis, 

to our teachers and their disciples,

and to all who engage in the study of Torah here and 

everywhere.

Al Yisrael v’al rabanan,

v’al talmideihon

v’al kol talmidei talmideihon,

di v’atra hadein

v’di v’chol atar v’atar:
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Let there be for them and for us all, grace, love, and 

compassion,

a full life, ample sustenance, and salvation from God; and let 

us say: Amen.

y’hei l’hon ulchon sh’lama raba,

chinna v’chisda v’rachamin,

v’chayin arichin,

umzonei r’vichei, ufurkana,

min kodam avuhon 

d’vishmaya v’ara;

v’imru: Amen.
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Let perfect peace abound; 

let there be abundant life for us and for all Israel. 

May the One who makes peace in the high heavens 

make peace for us, all Israel, and all who dwell on earth; 

and let us say: Amen. 

Y’hei sh’lama raba min sh’maya,

v’chayim tovim aleinu 

v’al kol Yisrael;

v’imru: Amen. 

Oseh shalom bimromav,

hu yaaseh v’rachamav 

shalom aleinu, v’al kol Yisrael

v’al kol yoshvei teiveil; 

v’imru: Amen.
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