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Our ancestors used to study this Parsha whenever they needed to deal with the various dangers of

the outside world. Many lessons can be learned in these days of peril from anti-Semites on the one hand and

those who would destroy us from within on the other. When Yaakov wrestled with the mysterious “man” who

attacked him (32:25), Chazal (Chulin 891a) describe two seemingly diametrically opposed antagonists. Rav

Shmuel bar Nachmani depicts him like a gentile and Rav Shmuel bar Acha described him like, of all things, a

talmid chochom – a Torah scholar. The Sochatchover Rebbe, the Avnei Nezer, sees these descriptions as

reflecting the two approaches of the yetzer hara – the evil inclination. Sometimes he comes to us with deceptive

proofs that what he is proposing is not forbidden. It is just the extreme views of one fanatic rabbi or it was once

forbidden, but has become permissible etc. At other times he does not bother trying to seduce us with his wiles;

he merely entices us with various desires and pleasures.

The rebbe goes on to explain that this is what Chazal (Berachos 61a) mean when they cite a

similar disagreement if the yetzer hara is like a fly or a blade of wheat. Sometimes the evil inclination is as

straightforward as an ugly fly whom we wish to chase away but we can’t because we are actually attracted by

what he is showing us. At other times he presents us with something as apparently innocent as wheat, which is

both permissible and healthy, yet he is showing us only the superficial packaging, while the consequences are

dangerous and ugly. Just as Yaakov Avinu successfully fought off both manifestations of evil so must we be

vigilant against all our antagonists, no matter what their origin or tactics.

We might add at this point a very personal lesson from this dichotomy. The introduction to

Yaakov Avinu’s struggle was “Yaakov was left alone” (32:25). Although some of these conflicts are waged on

the communal or national level – such as the spiritual one with the Reform and the physical one with terrorists –

ultimately this encounter must be fought by each one of us individually. Furthermore, we must be aware that our

enemy is always prepared to merely wound us, as happened with Yaakov (32:25) so that he can later return and

finish the job. Even if we are indeed tired from the combat we dare not give up the fight. The yetzer hara is truly

like the fly in that he never tires, never gives up and doesn’t leave just because he has been swatted. With the Daf

Yomi Siyum coming up, perhaps we might suggest that Yaakov was 84 years old at the time of this attack. This

number in Hebrew is both the gematria and letters of Daf, a page of Gemara. Yaakov is no longer young but he

is vibrant, active and willing to risk his life to establish future generations on a solid platform. That lofty pedestal

is the Daf of Gemara, the pillar of chesed, the wall of good midos which protect our children and future

generations from the ancient and more modern dangers we face. With this approach we can understand the

Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 78) that the angel said to Yaakov “let me go for my time has come to recite my

praise to Hashem.” Why now? The Koznitzer Magid answers that this angel was created to attempt to ensnare

human beings into sin. When they resist and triumph, he has fulfilled his highest calling and may finally sing a

shirah to Hashem. May we all fulfill our own purpose which is to “fight the good fight” and triumph on our own.
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This week we will continue with questions and answers about Hilchos Chanukah

Question: If the Shamosh went out after burning for less than half an hour, is one obligated to relight it?

Answer: It seems from the Mishnah Berurah (674:7) that one should relight it. However, Rav Shmuel Kamenetzky

shlita (Kobetz Halachos, page 95) rules that one is only obligated to relight the Shamosh if there are no electric lights

on. But if there is light available from an electric lamp one need not relight the Shamosh. The reason is that the

chachomim instituted the Shamosh so that we should not accidentally benefit from the candles. Therefore as long as

the neiros are burning there must be a shamosh so that we are protected from benefitting from the neiros but this is

accomplished when there are electric lights on as well. Nevertheless, having electric lights does not cancel the original

institution of a shamosh candle, which carries other symbolism and significance as well.

Question: When we light the Menorah in Shul between Mincha and Maariv, may we extinguish the candles when

everyone is leaving following Maariv, even though it has been lit for less than half an hour?

Answer: No. It should be left burning for at least half an hour even if everyone has left. Although no individual

fulfills his personal obligation with the Shul lighting (671:7) but the tzibur obligation requires a minimum of half an

hour as well (Pri Megadim 675:12; Mor Uketzia 675).

Question: If someone is driving home from work on his way to light the Menorah may he eat a sandwich in the car?

Answer: He may eat up to the zman of lighting the Menorah, even during the half hour before, but once the zman

arrives for lighting he should stop eating. This is similar to the ruling of the Eliyahu Rabbah (652:6) that if someone is

on his way to buy a lulav, he may eat since he is already involved in the mitzvah and will not forget to complete it.

However, when the zman of the mitzvah, such as lighting the Menorah arrives, one must refrain from eating (Kobetz

Halachos, page 43, note 11).

Question: Why do we allow laying dreidel for money? Isn’t it gambling?

Answer: The Poskim (see Nitey Gavriel, page 307, note 5) do forbid playing to keep the moneyand suggest that

everyone should return what they won and mochel eaxch other (see Mishnah Berurah 322:22; Choshen Mishpat

370:2). Nevertheless, the Klausenberger Rebbe zt”l allowed since everyone isn Klal Yisrael isplaying the smme game

and are happy for eah other, there is n o concern that anyone will consider it stealing. Furthermore, the rebbe suggests

that this concept is part of the purpose of the minhag; it is to show that Klal Yisrael is so un ified with the spirit of

Chanukah that it doesn’t mattetr to any of us who “wins” or “loses.”

Question: I have heard that some people have a “Seudas Chanukah.” Is there such a concept or obligation?

Answer: Halachically, there is no obligation to have festive meals on Chanukah, since the Gemara states that these

days were established for “Hallel and Hoda’ah – praise and gratitude. On the other hand, Poskim do cite a slight

(K’tzas mitzvah) to have special meals since “during these days the mizbeach-altar was renewed. Even those who are

of the opinion that one should have special meals, they do not have to have meat and wine. Many Poskim hold that

one can fulfill  this “obligation” with dairy foods (See Shulchan Aruch 670:2; Levush 670). However, the Rambam

(Hilchos Chanukah 3:  ) holds that these are days of joy as well, which the Binyan Shlomo interprets as requiring

meat. A number of Chassidic Rebbe therefore ate meat every night and conducted a Tisch each night of Chanukah.
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