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One of the most famous questions raised about our Parshah relates to Yosef’s question about his

father, Yaakov Avinu. As soon as Yosef revealed himself to his brothers, he inquired “Is my father still alive?”

(45:3). Now Yosef had just finished hearing from his brothers many times about Yaakov’s sad state of mind.

Why did Yosef ask again if he was alive? The Bais Halevi famously answers that Yosef was subtly and gently

admonishing his brothers: “How can you purport to be so concerned about our father’s state of health when it

comes to Binyamin? What were you thinking when you sold me? Why didn’t you consider then what effect this

act would have upon him? Surely you knew that I was his favorite and yet you committed an act which could

only cause him incredible grief and pain.” To this criticism, although it was presented ever so delicately, the

brothers had no answer.

The Bais Yisrael adds that every one of us must search our souls asking, “Am I causing pain to

my Father in heaven? Have I not acted toward him contrary to the way a loving son conducts himself toward his

respected loving father?” In this way, Yosef becomes the representative of all the Baalei Mussar, Mashgichim

and Rebbeim who have ever chastised Klal Yisrael. We may add that there are many opinions about whether or

not Yosef ever forgave his brothers. Rabbeinu Bechaya (50:17) is of the opinion that the shevatim begged

forgiveness from Yosef but he never actually forgave them. He concludes that for this reason they had to return

to earth in the guise of the Ten Martyrs who finally achieved atonement for Klal Yisrael for the sale of Yosef.

Why indeed did Yosef not forgive them? Surely this would be the right thing for a tzadik such as Yosef to do.

However, perhaps Yosef felt that even if he is willing to forgive his own suffering, he has no right to forgive that

of his father. It may be because of this consideration that his mussar to his brothers focused on Yaakov’s pain,

not his own.

However, when we search further for Yosef’s final message to his brothers, we find a cosmic

approach to Jewish history and forgiveness. Yosef states (45:8) that ultimately “It was not you who has sent me

here, but Hashem.” As Jews we must always try to look at the larger picture and recognize that Hashem controls

all events and places each happening in its context. The Vilna Gaon taught that one must live at least three

hundred years to even begin to understand the profound patterns of history. Yosef was able to rise above any

feelings of anger or even resentment and realize that no forgiveness was necessary, since the brothers were

merely tools and pawns in Hashem’s hands. Of course, their free will requires that they own their actions,

requiring some of form of expiation in the long run. But Yosef felt that this was Hashem’s business and not his

to take personally. Thus, no mechilah was necessary or even appropriate. This is a tremendous life’s lesson to all

of us concerning bearing grudges, attributing blame and carrying on ancient arguments and enmities. If we could

all follow Yosef’s lead, surely the sholom and good will would radiate outward to all, bringing the geulah

sheleimah and Moshiach Tzidkeinu bimeheirah beyameinu.

A GUTTEN SHABBOS
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This week we will review some questions which have arisen during the new Monday night tefilah shiur:

Question: When is the best time to say the Bracha of Al netilas Yodayim in the morning?

Answer: The Shulchan Aruch (4:1, Mishnah Berurah 2&4) states that we should say it first thing in the morning

when we wash our hands. However, since upon getting up in them morning many people need to go to the

bathroom, it is forbidden to make a bracha at that time, many Poskim suggest that this bracha should be recited

later as part of the Order of Berachos in davening (Mishnah Berurah ibid). One should be careful not to make

this bracha twice and not to delay it too long but otherwise it is best to say when davening Birchas Hashachar

(see Shaarei Teshuvah ibid).

Question: If someone gets up in the middle of the night, should he wash netilas yodayim?

Answer: Although the opinion of the Eshel Avrohom (to Shulchan Aruch 4) is that one need not wash his hands

when returning to sleep, the consensus of Poskim is that he should do so (Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg zt”l).

In any case if someone is going to take a drink or use the bathroom, he should certainly wash his hands.

Question: When should one say asher yotzar for the first time in the day?

Answer: The Rama (4:1, M”B 3) rules that one should recite Asher Yotzar as part of the order of morning

Berachos, even if he did not need the bathroom. According to the Gra (Maaseh Rav 656:6) one should recite Al

Netilas Yodayim before Asher Yotzar.

Question: If someone slept in bed during the day and wishes to learn Torah, does he have to repeat Birchas

Hatorah?

Answer: There is a machlokes Haposkim about this question and the custom is not to repeat Birchas Hatorah

(see Shulchan Aruch 47:11 and Mishnah Berurah 25). However, those who wish to may follow the opinion of

the Gra to repeat Birchas Hatorah.

Question: What if someone got up in the morning before Alos Hashachar? What should he do about Birchas

Hatorah?

Answer: He should recite Birchas Hatorah and need not repeat them later after sunrise (Shulchan Aruch 47:28).

Question: Must one stand from Vayevorech Dovid until Yishtabach?

Answer: The Rama (51:7) and Mishnah Berurah say yes but the Aruch Hashulchan (51:8) rules that one must

only stand for Shemoneh Esray, Kedushah, Kadish and borchu. This seems also to be the opinion of the Gra

(53:1) and is the minhag in many Yeshivos.

Question: Do we answer amein to the Chazan’s bracha at the end of Ahavah Rabbah?

Answer: Lechatchila (ideally) one should finish the words habocher b’amo Yisrael be’ahavah at the same time

as the Chazan to avoid answering Amein. However, if one did finish before him, he should answer amein

(Shulchan Aruch 59b; Mishnah Berurah 24-25).
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