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In the early years of my Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Hutner’s years as Rosh Yeshiva, he was

approached by fund raisers and Public Relations experts to bring in reporters to the Yeshiva. The idea was to

make sure that everyone was dressed up properly, the Yeshiva would be immaculate, the boys prepared for the

“show” and then the media would help the Yeshiva’s fragile finances. The Rosh Yeshiva refused. I believe it was

Parshas Tetzaveh and he explained as follows:

“The Gemara (Shabbos 22b) asks why they had to light the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash.

‘Did Hashem need the light? For 40 years, they traveled by the light Hashem provided! It must be that the

Menorah was a testimony to the entire world that the Shechinah dwelled in Klal Yisrael.’ Now, let us consider

this. The Gemara is referring to the Ner Maarovi, which burned continuously making a Kiddush Hashem.

However, that is certainly a strange lesson ‘for the world.’ No one but the Kohaim lighting the Menorah were

permitted to go there at all. So how is this affecting the world? The answer is that “the world” here refers to the

Jews in the Bais Hamikdash itself who witnessed this great miracle. Once they were uplifted by this incredible

sight, the power of this phenomenon would radiate outward to the rest of the world. So it is with the Yeshiva. We

don’t put on a show and we don’t do things for public relations. But if we do the right thing, the entire world will

eventually know, benefit and realize that the Shechinah is with us” (Sefer Hazikaron Pachad Yitzchok).

The Rosh Yeshiva taught us that there are two stages to everything to everything we do as Jews.

First we follow the Torah and do what it is right and correct, even in the most private of places and situations.

Eventually it will have its effect, but initially it must be done to enhance our own connection and closeness to

Hashem. Most of the Parshah is about the Bigdei Kehunah, which bring honor and glory to the Kohanim and

Bais Hamikdash. The Sefer Hachinuch explains in many places (see Mitzvah 99) that “a person becomes what he

does.” In the case of the Bigdei Kehunah, this means that it is not thoughts or words which create realities, but

things that we actually do. For instance, the Gemara (Shabbos 113a) records that Rebbe Yochanan called his

clothing “that which gives me honor.” Clearly Rebbe Yochanan, one of the greatest of the Amoraim was not

preoccupied with his garments. However, he knew that wearing clean honorable clothing can uplift a person and

give him a sense of dignity and regal bearing, as befitting the “royal nation of kohanim.” Thus, Klal Yisrael does

not “dress up” for others, but actually for ourselves. For instance, the Steipler zt”l was makpid – adamant – that

we change every single article of clothing from head to toe for Shabbos (Orchos Rabbeinu). This was surely not

done for others but for ourselves.

 A similar Shabbos lesson was offered by the Vilna Gaon regarding teaching. He said that a

teacher should fill himself up so completely with Torah that it overflows to his students, like the pouring vessel

which overflows form the large cup to all the small ones. This is the role of Klal Yisrael as the Ohr Lagoyim, a

light unto the gentiles, teaching by example, as all of us should to our children and grandchildren.
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Since this week we will be celebrating Purim Katan, we will begin discussing the Halachos of Purim

Question: What exactly is Purim Katan and what Halachos apply to it?

Answer: During a leap year such as this one, the 14th and 15th of Adar I are treated somewhat like the “official”

Purim next month. The Halachos are both negative and positive. Hespedim (eulogies) are forbidden, as are most

private fasts. Therefore no hakomas matzeivos (Stonesettings or unveilings) should be held and a chosson and

kallah who are getting married on these days do not fast. We do not say Tachanun or Keil Erech Apayim and

Lamenatzeach (Shulchan Aruch 697:1; Arugas Habosem 182). On the positive side, Purim Katan and Shushan

Purim Katan have the same kedushah as the regular Purim in Adar II, since the Gemara (Megillah 7b) lists the

differences between the first and second Adars and the kedushas hayom is not one of them (Klausenberger

Rebbe zt”l). We also add a bit of food to our meals on these days (Rama 697).

Question: I have heard that women do not have to fast on the “minor fasts” for a while after having a baby. Is

this true and for how long?

Answer: You are correct. Except for Yom Kippur and Tishah B’av, a woman does not have to fast for 24

months after having a baby (Eishel Avrohom Tinyana 550; Daas Torah ibid).

Question: Who else is exempt from fasting on Taanis Esther?

Answer: On the day of a Bris, the father, Mohel and Sandak (Biur HaGra 686), pregnant and nursing women

(see above) and even people who are mildly ill do not fast on Taanis Esther (See Siddur Yaavetz). Also, a

Chosson and Kallah during Sheva Berachos week do not fast (Teshuvos Bais Dovid 476).

Question: If someone forgot to say Al Hanisim, does he repeat Shemoneh Esray or Bentching?

Answer: In general we do not repeat Shemoneh Esray or Bentching if Al Hanisim was forgotten (Shulchan

Aruch 693:2; Remah 187:4). However, since there is an opinion (see Shulchan Shlomo 693:2) that during the

day meal we do repeat, it is important to bentch from a Siddur or Bentcher in order to remember to say Al

Hanisim. There is an interesting Halacha in this regard which happens surprisingly often. If someone forgot Al

Hanisim in davening, made a mistake and started davening again, he should stop davening the second Shemoneh

Esray as soon as he realizes that he was mistaken, even in the middle of a bracha (Michtam Ledovid Orach

Chaim 23 and Shalmei Chagigah page 327:3).

Question: If someone is not fasting, does he need to do anything special before the reading of the Megillah?

Answer: Yes. The reason we do not eat or drink before reading the Megillah is to make sure that we do not

forget to read the Megillah (see Levush 692:4). Therefore, if someone is too ill or weak to fast, he should make

sure someone reminds him to read the Megillah (Mishnah Berurah 692:7). Some Poskim hold that married

women do not have to do this since their husbands will surely remind them (Bris Kehunah 1:47; Salmas Chaim

104; Purim Hameshulash 2:21).
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