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We have written here of horrendous recent tragedies and we certainly continue to have the

wonderful families in mind in our tefilos. But this week let us speak of the goods things which come out of

events which certainly seem to be bad. The reference, of course, is to the laws of negaim or various types of

leprosy, as discussed in our two Sedros. Rashi (14:34) tells us that Hashem told Klal Yisrael the amazing news

that for all the forty years that we were in the midbar, the then-residents of Eretz Yisrael hid their precious gold

in the walls of their houses. When we reclaimed our land, Hashem caused leprosy to afflict those walls so that

we would have to destroy them, leading to our exciting discovery of these treasures. But why did Hashem grant

us riches in this strange way?

The Aruch Hashulchan zt”l explains that it was to teach us that everything Hashem does is for

our best. So it was with the sale of Yosef, which seemed at the time to bode only tragedy and hatred, eventually

resulted in his becoming the viceroy of Egypt and Klal Yisrael descending and settling there in honor and

respect, instead of in chains. This helped develop our identity and kedushah as a nation in Goshen so that we

could spiritually survive the long bondage. Furthermore, initially all the negaim represented punishment for

various sins. However, once we repented and accepted the will of heaven, it became obvious that Hashem

wanted to reward us with great wealth all along. In fact, had we not sinned, Hashem would surely have found

other ways to grant us material success without destroying our homes. Since, however we did, the same gifts

came about through what appeared to be only a punitive approach.

But there is another side to the negaim, as explained by Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer zt”l. He notes

some anomalies in the Posuk introducing the house negaim (14:33): “When you arrive in the land of Canaan that

I give you achuzah (as a possession), and I place a tzaraas affliction upon a house in the land of your eretz

achuzaschem (possession)…” A number of words seem superfluous. The Torah could have simply said “when

you come to the land of your possession” without repeating this phrase. Furthermore, mentioning that the land is

Canaan is unusual, since the Torah usually only says “the land.” Rav Isser Zalman answers that the Gemara

(Eiruchin 16a) lists seven sins for which people are afflicted with negaim. One of these is arrogance, which is of

course related to its more talked-about brother, lashon hara. People only speak badly of someone if they believe

that they are superior to that person. The Torah (Devarim 8:12) makes clear that building beautiful houses,

achieving success, fame and fortune often result in not only gaavah and gasus ruach but even forgetting about

Hashem and where all the good things came from. Therefore, Hashem stresses in the original posuk from our

Parshah the He gives us all that we have. We suffer from House negaim because we think we deserve all of our

gifts and forget that they are gifts from Hashem. Hashem will send us negaim and we will have to destroy any

house which we mistakenly believe is “our possession,” as opposed to a present from our Creator. Thus, as we

learned from the Aruch Hashulchan, we will gain the greater gifts and treasures only when we clearly see that we

have to destroy our precious houses because we have arrogantly started to believe that we deserve them. Gifts

from heaven come when we know and believe their true and only source.
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This week we will continue to discuss the Halachos of Sefiras Haomer:

Question: May one eat supper before counting the Omer if he davens regularly with a late Minyan?

Answer: Some Poskim (Kaf Hachaim 489:63) say that during the half hour before the zman for Sefiras Haomer,

one can appoint a shliach to remind him to count but after that a shliach does not help and he must count before

eating. The same goes for davening at a 10:00 P.M Minyan regularly. However, a number of Poskim (Igros

Moshe 4:99; Az Nidberu 6:52) hold that a shliach -- shomer or davening with a certain regularly Minyan are

sufficient to eat a complete meal before counting sefirah. It would seem that Sepahardim are strict in this and

Ashekaniz are lenient.

Question: I have heard varying opinions whether women should count Sefirah. What is the Halacha?

Answer: There is a well known Mogen Avrohom (quoted by the Mishnah Berurah 489:3) that although women

are not obligated to count since it is a time- bound mitzvah, but they have accepted it upon themselves over the

centuries. The Mishnah Berurah holds that women have not accepted it upon themselves. In fact the Minchas

Chinuch (306) states that he knows of no source for this opinion. Furthermore, the Ari z”l (see Rav Pealim 1:12)

quotes the Zohar (Parshas Tetzaveh) that women should absolutely not count Sefirah. Nevertheless, a number of

Gedolim, such as the Steipler zt”l (see Orchos Rabbeinu 2:92) insisted that the women in their household count

Sefirah. Clearly, there are several different customs in this matter, so if a woman is reluctant to take on this

mitzvah, she should not be pushed to do so, but if she wishes, her father or husband should remind her every day

to count. If she is Ashkenazi she may count with a bracha, if Sephardi without.

Question: If someone is making early Shabbos and davening Maariv well before the zman for Sefirah, is there

any way he count Sefirah?

Answer: This question is subject to a well-known machlokes. The Mishnah Berurah (489:3) quotes the Mogen

Avrohom that that one may count and make a condition that if forgets to count again, he was yotzei with that

early counting. However, if he remembers to count again after the zman the early sefirah did not count.

However, the Taz holds that we do not fulfill a mitzvah by doing something with a doubt. He explains that even

the Mogen Avrohom did not state that he can count early unless he specifically has in mind that his early saying

Sefirah with the tzibur did not count. Nevertheless, many Poskim (Pri Megadim, Yeshuos Yaakov, Aruch

Hashulchan) hold that we follow the Mogen Avrohom’s leniency and count with a tenai (condition). We may

rely upon their opinion.

Question: Is there anything a rabbi or Rosh Yeshiva who counts regularly for the tzibur can do if he forgets?

Answer: Some Poskim (Rav Moshe Halberstam, Divrei Moshe 1:30; Har Tzvi 2:75) hold that for kavod Hatorah

a Rav may ask someone not to count and let himself be yotzei with the Rav. Others (see Shibolei Haleket) hold

that if this is difficult or impossible he may continue to count by relying upon the Rishonim (Rav Hai Gaon;

Rosh) who hold that each day is a new Mitzvah.
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