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Our Parshah this week is so important that many Poskim and Gedolim were of the opinion that it

should be memorized and recited every single day of the year (Abarbanel, Maharal, Rav Tzadok in Sefer

Hazichronos 38a). The Gaon of Vilna taught that all of human history, past present and future can be discovered

in its words. The opening pesukim, especially, teach us the proper attitude toward the Torah itself and how to

benefit from its holy wisdom: “yaarof kamatar likchi – May my teaching drop like the rain, may my utterance

flow like the dew; like storm winds upon vegetation and like raindrops upon blades of grass.” What is the nature

of this eternal metaphor between Torah and rain?

The Chizkuni, Gra (Even Sheleimah 1:11) and the Rebbe Rav Bunim of Pershischa all write

that just as the influence and accomplishment of rain cannot be perceived immediately, so is it with Torah. Each

word of Torah penetrates deeply into our souls but the results are only apparent much later. Rav Avrohom of

Tchechenov (Bais Avrohom) adds that just as the rain does nothing for a field in which nothing has been planted,

where no plowing has taken place, so the Torah will accomplish nothing in a person with bad midos or who does

not believe in its eternal kedushah. In fact, when the rain and storms land on such a field it turns to mud and

wreaks havoc and destruction. The Torah, too, can be a balm or poison, a cure or toxic, depending upon our

devotion and belief in her source and majesty.

The Sifsei Tzadikim provides another perspective to this parable. The rain nourishes and

produces only that which has planted. Therefore, if wheat, barley or vegetables have been placed in the soil, that

will result from the downpour. On the other hand, if the seeds for thorns are present, they, too, will appear after

the rain. The Torah, too, is like an “acid test,” revealing the inner soul of everyone who touches its essence.

Unlike other disciplines and branches of knowledge, Torah is not merely an intellectual pursuit or pleasant

pastime. It is our MRI and CAT scan all wrapped up in one. As the Bais Yisrael concluded, Torah like the rain

seems at first to accomplish nothing and have brought about no growth at all. It requires emunah and bitachon in

its efficacy for it to wield its magic and mystical power. For that reason, it comes at first with difficulty and

requires yegiah and ameilus – diligence and hard work. Then and only then one can be successful.

The Gemara (Shabbos 63a; Avodah Zarah 19a) teaches that one should first learn Torah and only

later seek to understand. My rebbe, Rav Hutner zt”l explained that for this reason we teach children things they

have no ability to understand, such as the esoteric secrets of Sefer Bereishis. This mirrors our famous acceptance

of the Torah – naaseh venishmah – which placed action before understanding. The same is true for our donning

of tefillin, where we place the tefillin on our arm before our head, indicating our willingness to accept that which

we do not understand as well.

 Our Parshah is replete with these crucial lessons and so its shirah sings to us about how to gain

closeness to Hashem even before we know any of the details of His commands. May everyone have a “gutten

kvitel” and a wonderful Yom Tov.

A GUTTEN SHABBOS AND A GUTTEN YOM TOV
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This week we will discuss questions and answers about the Yom Tov of Succos הבאה עלינו לטובה 

Question: May one play games such as scrabble, monopoly etc. in the Succah?

Answer: Yes. The operative rule of the Succah is תשבו כעין תדורו  -- “live in the Succah as you live in the house.”

This means that whenever permissible (i.e. some games are permissible on Chol Hamoed but not on Yom Tov),

one may and indeed should play games in the Succah (Rav Nissim Karelitz, Chut Shani 639:3).

Question: When does one have to make another bracha leisheiv basuccah if he left the Succah for a short time?

Answer: If one left the Succah in the middle of a meal to use the bathroom or take care of something else and

returned to the same meal, no new bracha is recited. However if he left the Succah for more than an hour,

benched or made an al hamichya even to daven Mincha in Shul and then went back into the Succah he should

make a new bracha. However, since there is a disagreement in the Poskim whether or not to make a new bracha,

he should make sure to eat cake or even wash again to avoid a safeik bracha (Shaar Hatzion 639:86, unlike the

Taz; Igros Moshe 4:21:8).

Question: I have a friend who eats in the Succah even if it is raining but he covers the schach with a shlock. Is

there anything to this or is it totally purposeless?

Answer: Actually, what he is doing may be based upon some Halachic sources, although most opinions hold

that sitting in the Succah with the shlock on has no purpose. The Shulchan Aruch (629:19) cites two opinions

whether or not a sheet draped over the schach disqualifies the Succah. The Mishnah Berurah rules according to

the opinion that the Succah is disqualified while the shlock is on. However he does conclude that in an extreme

situation, such as continual rain and one has not been able to fulfill the mitzvah, we may rely upon the Mogen

Avrohom that if the schlock is resting directly on the schach, but not 4 tefachim (16 inches) or higher than the

schach like some awnings, he has fulfilled the mitzvah. However, even the Mogen Avrohom holds that he may

not make a bracha leisheiv basuccah. Nevertheless, most Poskim follow the ruling of Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l

(Igros Moshe Orach Chaim 5:43:4) that even according to the Mogen Avrohom, our shlocks completely

disqualify the Succah since they do not allow rain to enter at all. Your friend may be following the Mogen

Avrohom but without Rav Moshe’s emendation, but most Poskim overwhelmingly hold that one might as well

eat in the house.

Question: On the first night of Succos, is there a minimum amount of bread or challah which must be eaten?

Answer: Yes. Similar to Pesach, one must eat a kazayis of bread, not just cake  (the equivalent of 1.84 fluid

ounces) within 3 or 4 minutes (Mishnah Berurah 639:21; Igros Moshe 4:41; Aruch Hashulchan 202:8).

Question: I will be elsewhere for the first days. May I build a Succah on Chol Hamoed?

Answer: Yes (Shulchan Aruch 637:1)

Question: Is there any preference to having an esrog with a pitam?

Answer: One major Posek (Bikurei Yaakov 25) holds that it is preferable to have an esrog with a pitam.
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