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There is something unique about Parshas Emor. Chassidic seforim (see, for instance, Yagdil

Torah, page 382) relate that Chassidim used to travel to visit their rebbe on this Shabbos since the Parshah

contains pesukim about Shabbos and all the Yomim Tovim. Therefore it was considered as if the chossid had

visited his rebbe every single Shabbos and Yom Tov of the year. We, too, can experience the kedushah of

Shabbos and every Yom Tov by reviewing this Sedra (as should be done every Shabbos) twice plus targum and

carefully listening to the Torah reading.

However, even if one is not a chossid there is a unique teaching which we can use every single

day in chinuch habonim vehabonos – educating our children, grandchildren and students. Rashi famously

comments on the first posuk that the repetition of Emor and Ve’amarta teaches l’hazhir gedolim al haketanim –

to have the elders teach the children, which sounds like the rabbinic mitzvah of chinuch. However, the obvious

question which arises is “Why would the mitzvah of chinuch be expressed specifically in this Parshah which is

limited to the rules of kohanim and their children?” I believe that the answer, based upon a hint in the Sefer

Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasa is that there are two aspects of chinuch. One relates to specific laws, customs and

prohibitions. The other is more subtle, sublime and almost indefinable. It is training and teaching a child to be

holy, pure and a responsible part of the Goy Kadosh. This is what we learn from Kohanim and their young. They

must not only make sure, for instance , that their children eat kosher and not treif, but that all male kohanim

refrain from becoming tamei – defiled. Non-kohanim, too, must be protected from more subtle forms of tumah --

the wrong words, pictures, sounds, music and other destructive influences upon their sensitive fragile souls. For

this reason, every Jew is considered to be part of the mamleches kohanim and holy nation.

One practical chinuch bit of advice was offered by two different Rishonim. The Kuzari writes

that if one wishes to get rid of bad thoughts he must replace them with beautiful Torah images and words. Not

only nature abhors a vacuum but so does the human brain. If a brain is on idle, bored or unoccupied, it will

become instantly filled with the billions of alternatives the world and the internet have available within a click.

The Rambam (end of Hilchos Isurei Biah) similarly states that “bad thoughts can only hold sway in a mind

empty of wisdom. Therefore, it is important to have Torah literature, music, videos, games, magazines and all

the other trappings of contemporary Torah life available and accessible in every Jewish home. That vacuum can

be filled so rapidly with toxic material that sometimes, G-d forbid, it will be nearly impossible to rinse it out

completely.

The Avnei Nezer (quoted by his son the Shem M’Shmuel) notes an interesting Halachic anomaly.

A Nazir may not become tamei, even to his relatives upon their death. However a kohain must. Why? He

answers that a Nazir has attained his status on his own but a kohain is such simply by virtue of his family so he

owes them the respect of attending to them in their final moments. This teaches us the great lesson of not

neglecting family ties even when it is difficult, unpleasant or seemingly undeserved. Only for simchos iyH!
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This week we will discuss the Halachos and Minhagim of Lag B’omer, coming up this Thursday iyH

Question: Why do we celebrate on Lag B’omer?

Answer: This is actually a more profound question than it appears on the surface. Everyone is aware that

somehow (see further) the talmidim stopped dying on Lag B’omer (Meiri Yevamos 62b, page 234).Yet the

question remains (Pri Chodosh 493:2) how can we celebrate when Klal Yisrael was still suffering tremendously

from the recent loss of 24,000 of the greatest tzadikim – all of them Tannaim – of that time? The Pri Chodosh

suggests that the joy of Lag B’omer was actually that Rebbe Akiva started all over again with five new students

and Torah was revived for all of Klal Yisrael. Some (Tov Ayin 18) even add that it was on Lag B’omer that all

five received Semicha from Rebbe Akiva. Another reason to celebrate this day is that when we left Mitzrayim

the mann began to fall on the 18th of Iyar, Lag B’omer.

Question: For those keeping the first half of Sefeirah, meaning that they have conducted themselves as aveilim –

mourners – during the first 32 days of the Omer, when may they take a haircut, shave etc.?

Answer: There are several major opinions in this matter. Many Sephardim follow the opinion of the Mechaber

that the mourning ends on the morning of the 34th day of the Omer, the day after Lag B’omer because he holds

that the talmidim of Rebbe Akiva died for 34 days. According to this opinion, Ashkenazim may begin haircuts,

attending weddings etc. on the morning of the 33d day of the Omer, since the Rama holds that they died for 33

days. These opinions follow the rule that miktzas hayom kekulu, meaning that part of the day is considered as the

entire day. Just as an aveil r”l gets up on the morning of the seventh day of shivah, so we end the 33 or 34 days

of mourning for Rebbe Akiva’s talmidim on the 33d or 34th day of the Omer, but not the night before, which

would correspond to the night before the seventh day of shivah when no aveil arises (Poskim in Shulchan Aruch

493; Teshuvos Chasam Sofer 142; Tashbetz 1:178; Minchas Yitzchok 4:84; Yabia Omer 3:26; Yechaveh Daas

4:20). However, there are other opinions (Ramban in Toras Ha’adam , page 70b and in later editions 54b ) that

hold that we are permitted to say miktzas hayom…even the night before and therefore Sephardim may take

haircuts and make weddings on the night before the 34th day of the Omer and Ashkenazim may do so on the eve

of Lag B’omer. The Pri Chodosh and Rav Yaakov Emden hold that we may rely upon the Ramban and be

lenient, since the aveilus of sefirah is not as strict as, G-d forbid, a personal loss and we may end the aveilus on

the eve of the 33d (Ashkenazim) or eve of the 34th (Sephardim). The Leket Yosher (Orach Chaim page 97) cites

his rebbe, the Terumas Hadeshen that one shave and take a haircut the night before Lag Omer. Especially this

year, that Lag B’omer falls on Thursday, some Poskim hold that if we can’t take a haircut on Thursday morning

or Friday, one may shave and take a haircut on Wednesday night in honor of Shabbos (Rivevos Ephraim 1:338 in

the name of Rav Biyomin Zilber). One may rely upon these lenient opinions if necessary, although if at all

possible one should wait until Thursday morning

A GUTTEN SHABBOS AND AN UPLIFTING LAG B’OMER


