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Shabbos Shirah is full of opportunities. Rav Yitzchok of Vorka asked the Chidushei Harim “Why

is it that only this Shabbos carries the name of one aspect of the Parsha. Surely, Mattan Torah, too, was

important but we don’t call Parshas Yisro Shabbos Mattan Torah?” The Rebbe answered that Shabbos Shirah is

different because the writing in the Torah changes, since it is written in the poetic style of ariach al gabi

leveinah – a half-brick upon a brick.” This statement, in turn, was explained by the Remosayim Tzofim as

follows: “The Jewish body is similar to the parchment of a Sefer Torah and his soul is the letters and Names of

Hashem. If where the shirah is written the parchment itself changes, so is it that the body of a Jew can change as

well, to learn to erupt in song and praise of Hashem.” The author of the Remosayim, Rav Shmuel Shinover used

to relate that the Chidushei Harim did not just engage in theoretical hyperbole. On Shabbos Shirah he already

danced at Kabbolas Shabbos, declaring that every Jew should feel the joy of the Shirah and thank Hashem for

this annual moment.

The Rebbe of Sadigur added that, in fact, this Parsha also includes the first time we actually saw

the greatness of the Shabbos gift (16:29), the splitting of the sea, the Shirah itself, the gift of the monn from

heaven, with the power of parsnasah for all generations and the triumph over our mortal enemy, Amalek.

Perhaps we might suggest another special aspect of this Shabbos, which has stayed with us for over 3,000 years

and justifies the name of the Shabbos.  The posuk (14:29) tells us that “Klal Yisrael walked through the dry land

in the midst of the sea.” This was obviously an incredible miracle. However, Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk zt”l

(Likutei Shoshanah at the end of the Noam Elimelech) adds that “ when B’nai Yisrael walked in the dry land they

experienced the miraculous and were as grateful as when they walked through the sea itself. In other words,

Krias Yam Suf taught us for all generations to see Hashem’s noble hand in so-called nature as much as in the

supernatural. This lesson is elaborated upon by the Ramban at the end of last week’s Sedra, Parshas Bo. The

Ramban reveals that all the great open miracles were performed by Hashem just so that we should see Him in the

everyday events of rain falling, children and trees growing and the rest of the beautiful world Hashem has given

us.

                           Perhaps this is also the annual connection between Shabbos Shirah and Tu B’shvat. While the

rest of the world bifurcates miracles and nature, we know that they are really one and the same. As awe-inspiring

as Krias Yam Suf was, we must train ourselves to perceive Hashem’s greatness in a leaf or the brilliance of an

orange. I can remember walking in East Flatbush with Rav Avigdor Miller zt”l. The gardens were very meager,

the front yards not exactly Westbury Gardens. But in the early spring, at the first flowering of an early rose,

Rabbi Miller would stop on East 49th Street to lecture those of us fortunate enough to walk him home from Shul

about the miracles of chlorophyll, photosynthesis and which rose had 4 and which had five sepals. That was the

Krias Yam Suf of the Rebbe Rav Meilech, melding teva and nes, nature and the miraculous.

Last week we discussed why the Ramban spoke of nes-teva in Parshas Bo. Now we can

understand how he also taught us to see Hashem in every aspect of our lives, the nes and what seems like teva.

A GUTTEN SHABBOS SHIRAH



HALACHA OF THE WEEK 5779
PARSHAS BESHALACH

BY HARAV YAAKOV FEITMAN
 KEHILLAS BAIS YEHUDAH TZVI

In honor of the upcoming Tu B’shvat, this week we will discuss various questions about fruits and vegetables.

Question: Since the bracha on fruits mentions etz which is a tree and on vegetables mentions ha’adamah, which

refers to the ground, what about fruits and vegetables which are grown hydroponically or in pots?

Answer: This question is the subject of a major machlokes – disagreement – between the Poskim of the last two

generations. Regarding hydroponics – food grown in water – Rav Ovadya Yosef (Yechaveh Daas 6:12) holds

that we make a Shehakol since we cannot state that it was grown from the ground, let alone a tree. However, Rav

Shmuel Wozner (Shevet Halevi 1:205) holds that the bracha does not change and we recite either a Haetz or

Ha’adamah. Since there is some Halachic doubt, the consensus seems to be to make a Shehakol which covers

everything. Regarding fruits or vegetables grown in pots, some Poskim hold that we make a Shehakol; others

hold that we make the regular Bracha. Here the consensus seems to be to make the regular bracha as long as the

pot is perforated (atzitz nakuv) so that it draws moisture and nutrition from the ground (see Tzitz Eliezer 9:12).

Question: What is the Brachah on onions?

Answer: Since most onions are not eaten by themselves (see later for scallions), their Brachah is Shehakol even

when eaten cooked (Mishnah Berurah 205:5&6). If the onions are fried in oil or butter until they become tasty,

the Bracha is Ha’adamah (Igros Moshe 1:64). The Bracha on onion rings, which are fried and coated with flour

or matzo meal, is mezonos because the flour is added for taste, not as a binder and the flour becomes the ikar.

Scallions, which are often eaten raw requires a ha’adamah (Mishnah Berurah 205:5; Birchas Habayis 4:32).

Question: What is the Bracha on chocolate-covered almonds or raisins?

Answer: There are essentially three opinions. Rav Moshe Feinstein (Igros Moshe 3:31) holds that we must make

two Berachos, Haetz on the fruit and Shehakol on the chocolate, since neither is the main (ikar) food. Rav Moshe

Stern, the Debreciner Rov (Be’er Moshe 1:7) holds that we make only a Shehakol since the chocolate is the ikar.

Rav Binyomin Zilber (Oz Nidberu 3:51) holds that we only make a Borei Bri Ha’etz, since the fruit is Haetz and

the chocolate could also be Haetz because it also comes from a tree, although we generally make a shehakol on

chocolate. In any case, if one has a definite preference for either the chocolate or the fruit inside it, he should

make that bracha. These opinions are only when the person has no particular preference.

Question: What is the Bracha on a fruit-vegetable salad?

Answer: If the fruits and vegetables are so well mixed together that one gets both on each spoon or fork-full and

the person wants them both equally, then he should make a bracha only on the majority (either fruit or vegetable)

and exempt the other with that bracha. On the other hand, if his preference is for one – for instance he likes the

fruits and will tolerate the vegetables – he should make a Haetz on the salad and the vegetables will be included

in his bracha.

Question: What is the Bracha on sesame seeds or a sesame bar?

Answer: Ha’adamah before and Borei nefashos after.
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