Schedule and
Curriculum
Pre-K through 7th Grade
The Hub for Jewish Learning and Engagement at Temple Avodat Shalom provides
an immersive and engaging approach to Jewish education.
Through the implementation of project-based learning*, our individualized learning
program, which provides extra support to students of all learning and behavioral
needs, and full-family and parent programming, our students and their families build
confidence and competence in their understanding of Jewish tradition and community,
as well as a love for Jewish learning and for our diverse TAS community.
Sunday Morning (Pre-K* through 7th)
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Beginning with all school T'filah
Grade-based core classes as well as
classes focusing on Jewish culture,
Hebrew life vocabulary, and prayer
and spirituality
Optional Hebrew Office Hour for 3rd6th grade students from 11:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.
*Pre-K/K: Meets approximately every
other session; see Pre-K/K schedule
page for dates

Wednesday Afternoon (3rd-6th)
Half hour sessions
No more than 3 students per class;
one-on-one sessions for students
with learning and/or behavioral
challenges
Zoom and in person options
All slots take place between 3:30
and 6:00 p.m.
Focus on Hebrew decoding skills
and prayer reading and chanting

*What is Project-Based Learning?
Project-Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by
working for an extended period of time to investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging, and
complex question, problem, or challenge.
Students work on a project over an extended period of time – from a week up to a semester –
that engages them in solving a real-world problem or answering a complex question. They
demonstrate their knowledge and skills by creating a public product or presentation for a real
audience.
As a result, students develop deep content knowledge as well as critical thinking, collaboration,
creativity, and communication skills. Project-Based Learning unleashes a contagious, creative
energy among students and teachers.
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Per our 2021 Curricular Content Priorities survey, the topics that parents feel most strongly
about being included in their child(ren)’s Jewish education are (in order of most votes):
Jewish Values
Israel/Jewish Holidays/Prayer (tie)
God/Holocaust (tie)
Torah/Personal Jewish Identity (tie)
Pre-K/K students will begin to get into the rhythm of the Jewish calendar. Aiming to concretize the holidays
they may or may not already have experienced, keeping in mind the young age of these learners this year
focuses specifically on the “what” of our holidays and rituals. This year is crucial in sparking a love of Jewish
learning and community in our learners, which is exemplified when we learn and celebrate together.
1st and 2nd grade turns inward, asking students to recognize distinct moments of Jewish action in their lives
and their worlds through the study of Jewish values. Students will learn that these values that they likely
already recognize are indeed part of our tradition, and will be introduced to examples of these values
throughout Jewish history, ritual, and text.
3rd and 4th grade students receive an in-depth introduction to Jewish text while they also build the
foundation for Hebrew reading. While they have heard plenty of stories from our texts before, they will study
their roots and begin to understand the importance of text to Jewish history and tradition. Students will begin
to explore the idea of God and how God plays into text, prayer, and Jewish life as a whole. This year plays a
major role in starting to build students’ personal Jewish identities.
5th grade students move from the foundational stories to the lived experience, exploring Jewish life cycle
traditions from birth to death. As students mature, they begin to unpack their responsibilities as soon-to-be
adults, building a deeper connection to the role of ritual in Jewish life. As students also build upon their
Hebrew and prayer skills, they will also dive deep into the meanings behind these prayers.
6th grade will move from the timeline of the life cycle events to the timeline of Jewish history, ranging from
immediately post-Biblical until the 20th century (pre-Holocaust). This will provide them with the ability to
understand the evolution of tradition and community, and will provide a basis for which they will learn about
the Holocaust and modern State of Israel in 7th grade. 6th graders will take their Hebrew and prayer
knowledge from the three years before into exploring the structure of the service and, like history, how that
structure moves prayer along in time.
7th grade's year will focus on two major components of modern Jewish history: the Holocaust and the State
of Israel. With the backbone of the "Facing History and Ourselves" curriculum, students will examine the
history of the Holocaust while fostering their skills in ethical reasoning, critical thinking, empathy, and civic
engagement. In the second half of the year, students will learn about the history, figures, and basic
complexities behind the modern State of Israel that have shaped its culture, society, and importance to the
Jewish people.
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Our Individualized Learning (IL) Program
Every child has strengths and challenges when it comes to learning. At Temple
Avodat Shalom Religious School, we are committed to providing the best Jewish
educational experience possible for all children, including those with additional
learning needs. Through extra support staff in classrooms, one-on-one time as
needed, and training for all of our teachers in differentiated instruction, we aim to
ensure that every student gets the support they need to receive a strong, wellrounded Jewish education.
Community is a key component of Jewish life and learning, and as such, IL students
are fully integrated into grade-level classes and programming. Any additional
support comes to them, rather than the other way around. All IL staff members are
full time educators in special education contexts with years of experience working
at both synagogues and public schools. Our Madrichim, or teen assistants, are also
present to provide students with one on one support on an ongoing basis.
If you have questions about the IL Program or need to submit your child's IEP or
504, please contact Mikah Atkind, Educational Director, at
educator@avodatshalom.net.
The Individualized Learning Program is supported by a grant from Jewish
Federation of Northern New Jersey and is open to Members and Nonmembers alike.

TASTE
Temple Avodat Shalom Teen Experience, our weekly teen learning session, engages
teens in topics that they are interested in through discussion and projects, all while
expanding their Judaic knowledge and strengthening their Jewish identities. Teens
participate in grade-based classes as well as mixed-grade electives, such as Jewish
cooking, Jews in sports, Israel in the media, and Jewish comedy.
Taste of TASTE: Try TASTE commitment-free for the first month!
TASTE is open to all teens, regardless of synagogue membership, and takes place on
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 9:00.

Madrichim
Our teens are invited to join our Religious School
classes on Sunday mornings as teaching
assistants, where they provide support to our lead
classroom teachers and serve as positive Jewish
role models to our students.
Madrichim will also participate in a mandatory
monthly learning session and check-in, where they
will learn about child development, teaching skills,
and leadership, and will be able to share their
classroom experiences with their peers and an
experienced teacher. Session dates to come out soon!

Youth Group

Mazel Tov to our 2021 Graduates!

Our youth group creates programming that is by teens, for teens and focuses on
socializing, social action, and leadership. Event highlights include our annual
Midnight Run, movie nights, and cupcake wars.

All of our teen programming is à la carte Participate in one or or more of our incredible options!

Pre-K/Kindergarten
Class Dates

September 19
October 3
October 24
November 14
December 5
December 19
January 9
January 30
February 13
March 13
March 27
April 24
May 1
May 22
All Pre-K/K students and families are welcome and encouraged to join us for
Sunday morning Tot Shabbat (dates to come soon!) as well as Family Shabbat
and all other Religious School and family programming!

