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Inside this issue... 
October calendar on page 24. 
For up-to-date Temple information:   

 Check the Temple website: www.avodatshalom.net 

 Receive weekly announcements by e-mail – send your updated address to administrator@avodatshalom.net 
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Upcoming Events 
October …1st  
Torah Study @ Noon 
Zoom Webinar on Voting, 7:00 pm 
October 2nd… 
Office closes at noon 
Shabbat & Sukkot Services, 7:00pm 
October 3rd… 
SUKKOT 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
October 5th… 
Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 
October 6th… 
Book of Judges discussion, 9:30 am 
Sisterhood Donuts in the Sukkah, 
7:00 pm 
October 7th… 
Religious School & TASTE 
October 8th… 
Torah Study @ Noon 
Brotherhood Pizza in the Sukkah, 
7:00 pm   
October 9th… 
Sukkot Services & Yizkor, 10:30 am 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
October 10th… 
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
October 11th… 
Religious School 
October 12th 
COLUMBUS DAY 
Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm 
October 13th… 
Sisterhood book club 
October 14th… 
Religious School & TASTE 
October 15th… 
Torah Study @ Noon   
October 16th… 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
October 17th 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Bat Mitzvah of 
HANNAH NORTON 
October 18th… 
TAS Board meeting, 9:30 am 
Religious School  
Octoner 21st… 
Religious School & TASTE 
October 22nd... 
Torah Study @ Noon   
October 23rd… 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
October 24th 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
October 25th 
Feeding the Hungry 
Religious School 
October 28th… 
Sisterhood Board, 7:00 pm 
Religious School & TASTE 
October 29th… 
Torah Study @ Noon   
October 30th… 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
October 31st… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 

FROM RABBI JIM STOLOFF … 
  Jewish Autumn: Fresh Start. New Beginnings. 

Same Responsibility. 

 Though we watch the natural world fade toward winter, 
autumn in Judaism represents a series of fresh starts. It 
begins while we are usually still in full summer mode with 
the Hebrew month of Elul, a month to prepare us for the 
new year and the high holy days and ready ourselves to 
achieve a clean slate for the new year. Then of course, we 
actually do it. We bring in the new year on the birthday of 
the world, wishing for a sweet new year. We enter the Days 
of Awe, a final intensive period of preparation dedicated to 
achieving a clean slate, a fresh start. And on Yom Kippur, 
we find that new beginning for the year to come; a clean 
page for another year well written into the Book of Life. But 
we don’t stop there! Throughout Sukkot, we embrace the 
new season and when we end with Simchat Torah we 
celebrate yet another beginning as we restart the Torah 
reading cycle. Finally, we arrive at Shabbat Bereshit and 
our 57 day long period of new-beginning rituals concludes 
as we settle into a new year. 
 But on Shabbat Bereshit we are reminded: Yes, we are 
in a new year. Yes, we have a fresh page in the book of 
life. Yes, we get a new chance to build a better cheshbon 
hanefesh (spiritual accounting) with our deeds. 
However...what we are supposed to be doing hasn’t 
changed a bit. We just have another shot at meeting the 
same, unchanging expectations. And that is a good thing! 
 Parshat Bereshit tells us not once, but twice, the basic 
core of human responsibility: We are in charge of the world 
and its maintenance and destiny is up to us. The Torah 
portion contains two separate narratives to explain the 
creation of the world, Genesis Chapter 1, and Genesis 
Chapter 2. They are very different. Chapter 1 focuses on 
teaching that the entire world, the world we know and live 
in, is orderly because it was created in an organized way 
by a God of order, and Shabbat is part of that order. And 
people are created as a group just like birds, fish, or creepy 
crawlies (no, not just one individual, check Gen. 1:27-29). 
The creation narrative in Chapter 2 is very different. It is 
concerned with the nature of being human (loneliness and 
companionship, curiosity and choice) and a mythical part 
of creation that we do not know or live in (Eden). But both 
share one particular moral imperative. OK, fine, they share 
two because Genesis Chapter 2 also mentions Shabbat. 
But the main point is that when we read Parshat Bereshit, 
we read not one but two creation narratives that share a 
major lesson. Humanity has been gifted a fully functioning 
world and humanity alone has dominion over it; what 

happens to our world is up to us (Gen. 1:26-28, 2:15, 3:23). 
  It really is that simple - but just because something is 
simple doesn’t mean it is easy. And let’s take a moment to 
remember that this injunction isn’t specific to the Israelites 
or any one group among the people of the earth. Genesis 
is, after all, pre-Sinai and pre-Abraham. It applies to all 
citizens of the world. And we do need to take care of it.  
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         Holidays: 2020-21 / 5781 
October 3, Sukkot 
October 10, Simchat Torah 
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February 26, Purim 
March 27, Pesach First Seder 
May 17, Shavuot 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER 
The calendar on our 

Website contains the most 
up-to-date information 
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The world is a large and robust place that has been able to take a lot of mistreatment, but these days the world is 
seeming much more like a fragile sukkah than any sort of self-sustaining paradise. And God teaches us not once 
but twice that we alone are its caretakers. 
 If we think about it, it’s really more of an observation of reality than a commandment. Humans alone on 

planet earth have the ability to shape our world to our will. That, by default, gives us power - and with great 

power comes great responsibility. I (hope that I) don’t need to go into specifics from here, but what happens with 

our world, from human conflicts big and small to climate change and our current climate crisis, is on us. We 

evolved into a world that was ready made for human dominion. What we achieve and what we lose is completely 

in our hands. As we reread these stories and injunctions on Parshat Bereshit we may have a clean slate, true. 

But the world, and our responsibility over it, is the same. What happens to it is up to us. 

Rabbi Jim Stoloff 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 Mah nishtanah, ha-laylah ha-zeh, mi-kol ha-leylot– Why is this night different than 
all other nights? I would bet that a lot of you had some very interesting answers to that 
question this past Passover. 
 So, why is this year different than all other years? Do I really need to explain it to 
you? I gave my YK appeal standing in an almost empty sanctuary talking to you over our 
streaming service, or over Zoom. The world as we knew it has changed.  Or as Yogi said: 

“The future isn’t what it used to be”. He also said “Making predictions is tough. Especially for the future.” But I will 
make one. Whenever we get past this pandemic, and we will get past it at some point, things will never be quite 
the same as they were before. 
 Maybe we’ll be able to hug one another again, or shake hands, or even be in the same room with each other, 
but it won’t be quite the same as it was. Some restaurants and stores will not be there for us. Those that will , or 
have, re-opened will have measures in place for the safety of their employees, and for us. Broadway and movie 
theatres will have a different feel to them, and even houses of worship will be different. Who would have imagined 
that most houses of worship will now have a virtual presence in addition to their physical presence? I know that 
some of you, even after we get past this current danger will continue to watch our services online rather than in 
person. 
 But some things will stay the same while others change. Our community, as I spoke about last year will still be 
strong, be it in person or virtual. By streaming and zooming, we will be able to extend our community and those 
who don’t live locally will be able to remain a part of it. It will still take a community to keep us strong and help us 
grow. And part of that strength comes from being financially stable. While we may not be hurting nearly as much 
as those restaurants and stores that will never reopen, we need to face the fact that our revenue will  be reduced. 
That revenue comes primarily from dues, rentals, and donations. Every temple loses members every year, that’s 
a fact of life. But this year, temples are not getting the new members that we all need to replace those that have 
left.  
 People are just not joining temples at the same rate when they don’t have a building to go to. So, the revenue 
from dues will be reduced. We also lost a potential tenant that was just ready to start when we had to shut the 
building. It was a small private school, and now they don’t have enough students to necessitate renting our space. 
And one of our other revenue streams, guest tickets for the High Holidays, well, that doesn’t exist at all this year 
as we made all of our services available on-line for no cost. 
 Which leaves donations. Before you send in your Yom Kippur donation, I want you to think about what TAS 
means to you and your family. For Ellen and me, among other things, it’s the sense of belonging to this community, 
the great friendships we have made here over the past 21 years, the solid foundation of Judaism our daughter 
Stephanie was invested with and a place we can call our second home. To us, TAS is an important piece in the 
fabric in our lives. 
 Now you may ask, why me? Let someone else who can afford it more easily send in their money. Do I really 
need to remind this group what happens when folks stand aside and think that someone else will do it?  
 If you were watching our streaming service, you saw me point out the donation button and ask you to ‘Push the 
Button’. I can’t point it out here in print, but the same idea applies. If it helps you to remember the phrase in order 
to make your donation, then I did my job.  
 I’ll leave you with 2 quotes to think about. Churchill said: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life 
by what we give”. And Martin Luther King Jr said: “Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 'What are you 
doing for others?” 
 On behalf of Ellen, Stephanie, Josh, and Jake, I wish everyone G’mar Hatima Tova, may you be sealed in the 

Book of Life. May you have a year full of sweetness, health, meaning, and community. Push the Button. 
Above all, stay safe. 

Steve 
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FROM THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR   
 National Coffee Day was this past Tuesday, September 29. Conveniently for the Jewish 
Professionals and lay leaders of the world, this year’s National Coffee Day fell the day after Yom 
Kippur. In Jewish history, coffee is more than just what has kept our families and institutions 
running. In 17th and 18th century Germany, it was a means through which the Jewish community 
was able to enrich their religious, social, personal, and economic lives. German authorities 

attempted to use Jewish power by restricting their abilities to trade coffee, and German even made rulings on 
issues involving coffee. Check out the book Jews Welcome Coffee - Tradition and Innovation in Early Modern 
Germany by Robert Liberles for more.  
 In Jewish education, we know that we cannot rely on specifically Jewish topics alone. Instead, we must bring in 
those pieces we often view as secular in order to bring relevancy and meaning to our ancient traditions. We look 
back at those moments in which the religious and secular conflict and intertwine, using them to bring meaning into 
our lives today.  
 There is SO much going on in our country right now. It’s difficult for us as adults to digest, let alone for our 
children. Luckily, so much of what we teach our children here at TAS can help. Our first and second graders are 
learning about the value of HaKarat HaTov, gratitude. When the world is spinning, we can center ourselves by 
thinking about those specific things that we are grateful for. Sixth grade is learning about the transitions involved 
in becoming B’nai Mitzvah. What responsibilities do they want to take on in the world now that they are becoming 
older? How can they help those causes they care about? What does Judaism command them to do upon reaching 
this sacred milestone? Our Madrichim, teens who assist in Religious School classes, are navigating serving as 
connectors between younger students and their teachers. What can they do in order to foster connection in this 
virtual, and often disconnected, world? 
 When we ask these questions, we challenge our students to put their education into action. We foster 
connections between the Jewish and the seemingly secular. We empower them to live their lives as capable and 
caring Jewish individuals.  

Mikah Atkind, MAJE/MAJNM 
 

The TAS Brotherhood invites you to register for: Pizza in and around the Sukkah!! 

Thursday 10/8 @7:00pm (age 21+ please) 

Live music will be performed by our own Mark Richards.  

Bring your own beverages.🍺🍷🥃  

Bring your own chairs if desired.� 

Bring your own masks. 😷 

Attendance maximum of 54 people (sorry). 

Pizza provided by TAS Brotherhood.  

Weather permitting.  

RSVP required and reservation information will be included shortly in a TAS announcements.  

We will ask hopefully provide a virtual viewing option. 

  

Sunday 10/11 @9:30am - Take apart the Sukkah!! We are asking for some volunteers to please bring step 

stools, hand tools, and to wear masks.  

 

Also, Brotherhood ♦️ ♠️ ♥️ ♣️ poker is being virtually played.  

Please contact brotherhood@avodatshalom.net  

for more information.  

  

More to follow!! 

Thank you very much 

L’Shana Tovah  

TAS Brotherhood  
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Sisterhood News!  

This fall will have great sisterhood events!  Cider donuts in the sukkah is Tuesday October 6th at 7 pm.  This event 
is limited registration, adults only and byob.  The sisterhood book club is reading Alka Joshi’s The Henna 
Artist.  We are meeting on zoom Tuesday October 13th at 7:30 pm to discuss this book.  The November book is 
Tuesday November 17th to read A. B. Yehoshua’s The Tunnel.  This fall will feature zoom Judaic paper cutting 
date tbd.  If you ever wanted to write a book but didn’t know where to begin, join Margie and get your questions 
answered: Sunday December 20th on zoom 11-12 pm for “So You Think You Want to Write a Book!”  Sisterhood 
board meeting is October 21 at 7 pm.  Questions, ideas or suggestions, please contact us 
at:  sisterhood@avodatshalom.net 

 

    Carousel Cake and Pie sale is back !! -  These pies and cakes are delicious and 

they are the perfect accompaniment for Thanksgiving dinner!  Or to have with a hot drink 

as we hunker down for the cold weather….  Or… to donate to the Center for Food Action 

– there’s a space on the order form for that, so even if you don’t want these decadent cakes and pies in your home, 

you CAN still participate!  Scroll down to find the flyer and order form … keep in mind that we MUST have all 

orders no later than November 2, 2020.  Pick up (or delivery if you need it) will be on Sunday, November 22, just 

before Thanksgiving 

    Wish List – It’s Autumn, the sky is getting dark earlier, the temperatures are falling, and the Winter doldrums 

will soon be setting in….   BUT you can keep your mood sunny by giving back to TAS….. take a few minutes to 

check out the new Wish List, now available on the TAS website.  

Throughout the pandemic, our incredible clergy, office staff and lay leaders have worked tirelessly to bring TAS to 

you, since you couldn’t come to TAS…. A great way to show your gratitude would be to give something tangible 

that is needed.  You will find a variety of different ways to pay it forward, at all different levels, and we need your 

help now more than ever before.  Click on the link, or see the written Wish List in the following pages. Go to the 

Wish List, select something that speaks to you, and give back to TAS; you’ll feel really good when you’re 

done!!   https://www.avodatshalom.net/how-can-i-help 

    We all need facemasks ! – TAS face masks are available for $10 each – they are stretchy and comfy and since 

we have to wear masks, we might as well show our TAS spirit!  There is a link in the weekly announcements, or 

you can go directly to the TAS website to order online. Please see the flyer below for a picture, description and 

ordering details 

    Keep your eyes peeled for the Year End Challenge to be rolled out on Tuesday, December 1 (Giving 

Tuesday)… And our Spring Fling Raffle, in early 2021 

    Stay tuned for more events and activities to come. It may all look a little different, but we are still together 

and still a vibrant Temple Community 

Be Safe and Healthy 
Lisa and Amy 
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Did you know that TAS has graves available for sale to its members?  Graves are 

available in numbers from single graves up to 8 and 12 grave plots.  The graves are 

located in our property at Cedar Park – Beth El Cemetery.  If you are interested or want 

more information, contact Barbara King, bmking64@optonline.net or 201-843-0785. 

 

 

A Gift for the Future of TAS 

 When asked what TAS means to our congregants, many of our congregants say “family” or “home.” That is a 
wonderful thing for our temple community! 
 If you consider TAS to be part of your family, if you consider TAS to be a home away from home, perhaps you 
would consider leaving a part of your future estate to TAS. Is there a better place to leave your legacy than to your 
family, to improve your home? 
 Please call the Temple office to learn more about how to include the Temple as one of the beneficiaries of your 
Will, retirement plan, life insurance or IRA. 
 
         

 

KIPPAH FUNDRAISER 

    Order Kippot for your special celebration (Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding) through the Temple and 
help support our Parents' Association who help fund many of our children's activities.   
    Call Debra Tester at 201-791-1773 for information. 
 

    
 

 To Michele and Brett Norton on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, HANNAH. 

 

 
 

October birthdays.  We wish all of them a Happy Birthday. 

 

  Molly Cohen    Samuel Katz    Hailey Lubin 
 

 Michael Hoffman, Noah Koen, Rosa Ladutke, Mallory Moran, Madeline Moran,  

Rachel Moskowitz, Jeremy Moskowitz, Leah Perkel, Alexa Prins, Nikhil Seligman and 

Nathan Silverstein … 
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TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE 

Our repairing the world obligation continues and even strengthens in this world of Covid-19 and heightened 

awareness of racial and economic injustice.  Although we are not able to meet in person, Zoom and other video 

apps have made it surprisingly easy to meet virtually to plan our actions and to take action.  While our initial 

ideas for 2020-2021 are no longer possible, there is much we can and are doing. 

FEEDING THE HUNGRY IN NEW JERSEY– Food insecurity has no place in our world and our kehilla will 

continue to work with Family Promise to feed those in our community that are fighting each and every day to 

make it to tomorrow.  The Family Promise Feeding the Hungry program has not missed one meal, all while 

transitioning to a new model and adding an additional location.  Each night 150 meals are delivered and handed 

out in Hackensack.  Englewood was added four months ago and 400 meals are prepared each and every night. 

TAS was called upon, and we added three additional dates that were above and beyond our original 

commitment.  When Brett Norton is asked by other volunteers which organization he is part of, he is proud and 

honored to say he is with Temple Avodat Shalom.  While we have some funds left in our Feeding the Hungry 

fund, the program will continue to need your financial support as the pandemic persists.  In 2020 our remaining 

committed dates are October 25, November 15 and December 17. In 2021 we have committed to five dates, with 

the hope to add more. Each event costs $1,500 and is catered by Schreibers Deli & Catering in Oradell. Please 

consider sponsoring a day in honor or in memory of loved ones, and consider patronizing Schreibers for its good 

work.  If you would like to volunteer to help pack and serve meals with the program, please contact Brett Norton 

via email or text nortonb@gmail.com or 201.310.4791. 

POSTCARDS AND VOTING – In May, TAS joined the postcard writing campaign of the Union for Reform 
Judaism’s Religious Action Center (RAC), part of the RAC’s  Every Voice, Every Vote Civic Engagement 
campaign.  See www.rac.org. The RAC is one of several organizations that has partnered with the non-partisan 
Center for Common Ground and their Reclaim Our Vote (ROV)  
campaign.  http://centerforcommonground.org/main/index.php.  These postcards remind eligible voters of color 
to check their registration status and to register to vote. Many of these individuals have been purged from the 
voter registration lists. Data shows that postcard-writing campaigns like ROV increase voter turnout and help 
ensure that voters who have been removed from registration rolls without their knowledge can reclaim their right 
to vote.  As of this writing, TAS members and their family and friends have sent more than 2000 postcards to 
potential voters in North Carolina and Texas.  The last day for ordering postcards from the RAC was in August 
but the RAC’s texting and phone campaign continues, and everyone is welcome to take part.  

RAC-NJ LAUNCH – Over 400 people zoomed in for the launch of RAC-NJ on Thursday, August 6th including at 

least 10 of our members – even during the Isaias outages.  We were inspired by Reverend Charles Boyer’s 

challenge to us to take action to combat racial and economic injustice. We were urged to do our part as active 

citizens by New Jersey Secretary of State Tahesha Way. We then discussed next steps and asked attendees to 

commit to being involved – to shape our Congregational Teams, to participate in our Racial and Economic 

Justice Issue Selection Team, and for all of us to take action with RAC-NJ as part of Every Voice, Every Vote: 

The Reform Movement’s 2020 Civic Engagement Campaign.  As of this writing, over 150 Reform Jews from at 

least 29 congregations throughout New Jersey have committed to turning their Jewish Values into Action.  This 

will be TAS’s primary social justice initiative to effect systemic change this year, and we hope more and more 

members will join us.  For more information about RAC-NJ, see https://rac.org/take-action/rac-your-state/rac-nj. 
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100% VOTING CONGREGATION – As part of the RAC’s  Every Voice, Every Vote Civic Engagement 

campaign, we have committed TAS to be a 100% Voting Congregation.  The November voting plan for New 

Jersey has only recently been announced by Governor Murphy and his team.  We will be holding at least one 

training (on Zoom!) to explain how to vote by mail, create a voting plan, and make sure your vote counts.  Stay 

tuned for more information.  

FEEDING THE HUNGRY OF THE WORLD – Our original plans called for a huge, in-person, family-oriented, 

Thanksgiving-related event with Rise Against Hunger.  https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/ in the Social Hall. 

Rise Against Hunger organizes people to pack life-sustaining packages of rice, soy, vitamins and other basic 

necessities to be shipped throughout the world.  We had hoped to have at least a hundred members packing 

thousands of meals.  It would have been an exciting challenge for our community.  Rise Against Hunger is 

starting to organize much smaller events involving 10-15 people onsite in their warehouse (about 40 mins from 

Bergen County).  Such a small group could package about 5,000 meals in 90 minutes.  We are starting to 

explore the feasibility of doing one or more such programs, perhaps with Youth Group or as an adult event.  

https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/eventsafety/  This will involve fundraising to buy the staples. 

We also celebrate the work of our many congregants who are protesting and organizing teach-ins about racial 

justice in our communities, including River Edge, Oradell and Fair Lawn, and are contributing time and money to 

other crucial social justice organizations. 

For more information about any of these programs, please contact justice@avodatshalom.net. 

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not free to desist from it 

either."  Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21   
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It will soon be holiday time and 

Carousel Cakes and Pies are back by popular demand 

Featured on "The View" and in Oprah's O Magazine! 

The highest quality, the highest standards 

Each cake or pie is $18 and serves 8-10 people 

 All cakes and pies are kosher 

 Those marked with * contain nuts 

 Sell to relatives, neighbors, friends, co-workers (no door-to-door please) 

 All orders are pre-paid with checks made payable to Temple Avodat Shalom 

and marked “Carousel” 

 All orders are due into the Temple office by Wednesday, November 2, 2020. 

No orders after this date 

 Pickup will be Sunday, November 22, 2020 from 9am-12pm at TAS (if you are 

unable to pick up your order, delivery is available) 

 The cakes and pies can be stored in the refrigerator for up to 8 days or can 

be frozen for 2-3 months 

 

Cakes and pies can also be ordered as a donation for  

the Center for Food Action. Simply note the quantities in the  

columns marked “For Me” and “For CFA” 
 

Questions? Contact Amy Lederman amyasl@aol.com 201-264-1538 

                                    Lisa Cohen lcohen1204@gmail.com  201-647-8650 

 

(Order form on next page) 
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Pie & Cake Order Form 

 

Name      Phone    Email   

PIE/CAKE # ORDERED 
COST PER 

ITEM TOTAL COST 

 For Me       For CFA   
Apple Pie    $18.00   

Apple Crumb Pie    $18.00   

Blueberry Crumb Pie    $18.00   

Cherry Crumb Pie    $18.00   

Coconut Custard Pie    $18.00   

Pecan Pie*    $18.00   

Pumpkin Pie    $18.00   

Tollhouse Pie*    $18.00   

Pumpkin Cheese Pie    $18.00   

       

NY Cheesecake    $18.00   

Marble Cheesecake    $18.00   

Chocolate Chip Cake    $18.00   

NY Blackout Cake    $18.00   

Carrot Spice Cake*    $18.00   

Mousse Supreme Cake    $18.00   

Black & White Mousse Cake    $18.00   

*contains nuts    

    FINAL COST:   
Return with check made out to Temple Avodat Shalom and marked “Carousel” by 

Wednesday, November 2, 2020 (no orders after this date) 
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TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES & WISH LIST 

 
The decision to make a charitable gift is a wonderful way to express your commitment to Temple Avodat Shalom as a 
priority in your life or to honor a loved one or special event. 
 

This list of items that will benefit our temple community will evolve as time goes on. Items range from the large to the 
small, as well as group items like Torah Commentaries where one or ten make a difference. Every item and any 
amount makes a meaningful addition and is greatly appreciated. There is a lot to choose from, so have fun! 
 

Once you have chosen a "wish" to grant, please contact the Temple office to be guided through the process. 
 

Your name ______________________________________________ 
 
Address     ______________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  __________________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________                E-mail _____________________ 

Return to: 

TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM  
385 Howland Ave. River Edge 

201-489-2463 
 

  Rabbi Jim Stoloff    rabbistoloff@avodatshalom.net 
  Cantor Maria Dubinsky          cantordubinsky@avodatshalom.net 
  President Steve Berman                   president@avodatshalom.net 
  Amy Lederman/Lisa Cohen     fundraising@avodatshalom.net 
 

Enhancing Worship 

□“The Torah: A Women's Commentary” ($36 each) 

□Mishkan T’filah siddur ($36 each) 

□Sponsor an Oneg in honor, in memory, just because ($200) 

□Underwrite High Holy Day babysitting ($600 or $12,000 in perpetuity) 
 

Commemoration 

□Sponsor a bench in the outdoor Sanctuary ($72 each) 

□Yahrzeit plaque ($180 each) 

□Mitzvah Walk brick ($360) 

□Tree of Life ($250) 

Building  

□New podium for the bima ($10,000) 

□Comfy schmoozing area for the lobby ($3,000) 

□New seating for the Bima ($9,000) 

□Additional lighting in the parking lot ($6,000) 

□Snow plowing ($1,000/plowing)  11 
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□Landscaping ($400/month) 

□Utilities ($2,500/month) 

□Roof maintenance ($2,400/year) 
 

Live Streaming 

□We now have the ability to live stream our services, study, & programming; impacting our homebound & distant 

members & beyond. This happened sooner than expected due to Covid 19.  Your donations will help improve and maintain 
Livestreaming at TAS 
 
Religious School 

□Hebrew School scholarship ($1,200/year or $24,000 in perpetuity) 

□Sponsor a student’s B’nai Mitzvah training ($750 for one child) 

□Religious School teacher salary ($600/month) 

□Sponsor a Religious School class trip ($500) 

□Sponsor Religious School programming ($500) 

□Sponsor a bus for a Religious School field trip ($500) 

 

Youth 

□Support our teens’ annual Midnight Run ($72) 

□Sponsor the Youth Group’s annual Purim Carnival ($2,000/year or $40,000 in perpetuity) 

□Sponsor a teen’s NFTY summer in Israel ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity) 

□Sponsor a child’s summer at a Reform Jewish camp ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity) 

 

Scholar / Artist in Residence 

□Give a weekend filled with lifelong Jewish memories to the entire congregation. Scholars and artists in residence make a 

week or weekend at TAS - from study to worship to religious school - go from ordinary to extraordinary. Honorariums range 
from $3,000-$5,000. 
 

Member Hits the Lottery 

□Digital Yahrzeit Memorial Board ($20,000) 

□Name the Bulletin ($15,000 for one year or $300,000 in perpetuity) 

□Renovate the kitchen ($100,000) 

□New carpeting throughout building ($40,000) 

□Upgrade the HVAC in the Religious School ($30,000) 

□New stained glass panels on front of building ($110,000) 

□Renovate the Sanctuary ($1,000,000) 

□A gift to endow a clergy person’s salary (an endowment of $250,000 for a one month endowment and $3,000,000 for 

an annual endowment) 
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Workshop: Safeguarding Our  

Votes in 2020 

 

Temple Avodat Shalom is sponsoring a workshop – Safeguarding Our Votes in 2020.   

Upcoming elections are critical to the future of our country and everyone should 

exercise their right to vote.  The workshop will share information about the unique 

aspects of the upcoming election, including protecting from COVID-19.  

The workshop will be conducted using Zoom 

Date and Time: Thursday, October 1st at 8:00 pm 

We will send out a registration notice later in September. This is open to friends and 

family. 

This workshop is part of a series of activities being coordinated by the Religious 

Action Center for Reform Judaism (the “RAC”).  The workshop will be delivered by 

our state organization, RAC-NJ.  This effort is part of Temple Avodat Shalom’s 100% 

Voter Commitment 

 

 

 
 

 

13 



 
 

 

14 

Temple Avodat Shalom 

Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52 
For further questions - email us giftcard@avodatshalom.net   
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PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 

AND A PAID UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/20 IN ORDER FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A SCHOLARSHIP 

 

SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 

One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and 

enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community 

 

Date: 

 

Parent Name: 

 

Child Name: 

 

Address: 

 

Phone Number: 

 

Email: 

 

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________ 

OR 

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________ 

 

Total Cost of Program __________ 
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Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and program(s). 

_____________ 

 

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side of this 

application or attach a separate sheet.) 

 

Scholarship Rules: 

 

1) Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.  Sisterhood dues MUST 
have been paid by 12/31 of academic year. 

2) All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start of the Jewish experience. 
3) NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however preference is given to 

first time applicants. 
4) Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one time award per individual 

experience. 
5) Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first time applicants. 
6) Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple activity to share their 

experience. 
 

Parent Signature: 

 

Student Signature: 

 

 

Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such 

as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention. 

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at 

sisterhood@avodatshalom.net 
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HELP OUR LIBRARY GROW! 
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK DONATION 

PROGRAM: 

 
 
Celebrate your child’s (or grandchild’s) birthday with a book donation to the Temple Avodat Shalom Library!  
 
The program is simple. You send in a donation for $18.00, which will be used toward the purchase of a new book. 
The books will be available in the library for your child to select. 
 
On or near their birthday, the librarian will have your child choose a book. A bookplate with your child’s name, 
birthday and the school year will then be placed inside this book. Your child will be the first person to check out 
this personalized book and bring it home to share. Children with birthdays in June will choose a book in December, 
July in January, and August birthdays in February on their "Half Birthday".  
 
Thank you in advance for participating in this wonderful program to help expand our library! If you have any 
questions, please email school@avodatshalom.net  
 
 
_____________________________________________________  
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK PROGRAM  

 $18.00 per book  

 Checks payable to "Temple Avodat Shalom"; memo section “Birthday Book Donation” 
 
 

Name of Child Birthdate 
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The cutoff date for all donations to be listed in the Bulletin is the 25th of each month; otherwise they will be listed 
in the following month’s bulletin. 

IN MEMORIAM    
The congregation extends deepest sympathy to the families of: 

 Steve Cohen, on the passing of his brother, Arnold Cohen z’l; 

 Linda and Phil Gould, on the passing of their daughter, Gaye Gould z’l. 
 

GENERAL FUND 
Donations to the General Fund support all 
activities of the Temple 

LIZ & LEN LAWTON  
 Congratulations to Cassy Kadesh on her  
 first 5K! 
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO 
 Mazel Tov! to Annette & Andy Lieb in 
 celebration of their 18th Anniversary.   
FRANCINE EBERSMAN 
LIZ & LEN LAWTON 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
 In memory of Marvin Gruber. 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER 
 Thanks to Susan Scott for all her hard 
 work. 
JANIS & STEVE JOFFE 
 L’Shana Tovah to all! 
GAYLE & JEFFREY MUSNIKOW 
BONNIE STOLOFF  
 In honor of the High Holy Days. 
LISA & MICHAEL WACKS 
 L’Chaim! 
JOANA & JULIAN ROTHENBERG, RAQUEL, 
HARPER RAE, JAX .& OZZY  
 In honor of TAS’s first live streaming 
 event! 
CHARLOTTE MAGID 
  With prayers for the continued good 
 health of Maureen Kiser’s  grandson, 
 Gabriel. 
JOY HERMALYN 
 In Honor of The Hermalyn Family. 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
CAROL BERDY 
ELEANOR & BRADLEY BERG 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
SONDRA BERMAN PHILIPS & JACK PHILIPS 
PHYLLIS BESEN 
LISA & ROBERT COHEN 
NILENE EVANS 
JANE & NEIL GAFFIN 
MICHELLE & SIMON KAHAN 
LEN & LIZ LAWTON 
KAREN & MITCHELL LIGHT 
ELLEN & NEAL LITINGER 
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO 
MARY & RICH LURIE 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
SHARON & RUSSELL SAGERMAN 
SID SCHNALL 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER 
BARBRA & ERROL SELTZER 
CLAIRE SELTZER 
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES 
CAROLYN & BERNARD STRAUSS 
SUSAN & LOUIS TEICHHOLZ 
JESSICA THOM 

 

GINEEN & DONALD WEISS 
    With heartfelt sympathy to Linda and  
 Philip Gould on the passing of their  
 beloved daughter, Gaye Gould 
ROXIE EVANS 
CAROLYN & BERNIE STRAUSS  
 Condolences to Anita Plotkin on the 
 passing of her husband, Stuart Plotkin. 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
JOYCE & TOM BIVONE 
LISA & ROBERT COHEN 
NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
NILENE EVANS 
JANE & NEIL GAFFIN 
LINDA & PHIL GOULD 
DAVID GREENFIELD & MARIAN ROFFMAN 
KAREN & MITCHELL LIGHT 
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO 
MARY & RICH LURIE 
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
SHARON & RUSSELL SAGERMAN 
SID SCHNALL & EILEEN WINTER 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER 
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES 
BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR 
TAS SISTERHOOD 
GINEEN & DON WEISS 
 To Steve & Dale Cohen with sincerest 
 condolences on the passing of Steve’s 
 brother, Arnold Cohen.  
NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
 To the Schwartzbach Family in memory of 
 their mother, Miriam. 
JOYCE & EDWARD LIEBELT 
  Thanks for allowing friends & family to 
 attend your wonderful Rosh Hashanah & 
 Yom Kippur services. 
BARBARA & NORMAN BIENER 
 
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE 
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND – TIKUN OLAM 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
MARCIA & ROY CASPE  
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER  
HARRIET & GARY LEVENTHAL 
 Feeding the Hungry 
CHARLOTTE MAGID 
 Feeding the Hungry with sincere 

condolences to Linda & Philip Gould on the 
loss of their daughter, Gaye Gould. 

 

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND 
STEPHANIE & PHILIP MANDELBAUM  
 Sincerest condolences to the family of  
 Marvin Gruber. 
 
MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND 
 
BOOK OF LIFE 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND 
 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
 
THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND 
CONNIE SCHNOLL 
 Sincere condolences to Linda & Philip 
 Gould on the loss of their daughter, Gaye 
 Gould. 
PHYLLIS MEHER 
 To Dr. Arnold Berliner & Family with a 
 message that “Toni will  always be 
 remembered with love” 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
LINA KONIKOV-TITIEVSKY 
  In memory of Svetlana & Vayacheslav 
 Titievsky. 
 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

RUTH FEIGENBAUM & ESTHER WOOLRUCH 
 In memory of their mother, Celia 

Schulman. 
LORI & jOHN DAUGHERTY 
 In memory of Violet Raff. 
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING 
 In memory of Barbara’s uncle, Harry 

Spitzer. 
IRIS LAPIDUS 
 In memory of Iris’s mother-in-law Mary 
 apidus, her father-in-law, Leon Lapidus, 
 and her brother-in-law, Alexander Lapidus. 
 
YIZKOR DONATIONS 
ANNA & YURI YAMPOLSLKY 
 In memory of Avigdor Yampolsky. 
  
CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING 
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH 
 Heartfelt sympathy to Linda & Philip Gould 
 In memory of their beloved daughter, 
 Gaye Gould. 
LINDA & PHIL GOULD 
 In appreciation of the meaningful Shiva 
 Service she & the Rabbi arranged for our 
 daughter Gaye. 
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Get well wishes to PAULA BRILL. 
 

RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
LINDA & PHIL GOULD 
 In appreciation of the meaningful Shiva 
Service he & the Cantor arranged for our 
daughter Gaye. 
MELISSA & MICHAEL ROTHBAUM 
 Thank you for officiating at our wedding. 
 
EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
CONFIRMATION FUND 
 
SISTERHOOD 
 
A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND 
 
BROTHERHOOD 
 
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
  
SHAVELSON FUND 
To subsidize teen and young adult 
participation in Jewish leadership 
programming 
 

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE 
MELANIE STRUBLE  
 In memory of IMO her father  
Herbert Leon Bein. 
 
MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
MITZVAH WALK BRICK 
 
TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND 
 
TORAH RESTORATION FUND 
For the care and maintenance of our Torah 
scrolls 
 

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND 
 
Mazel tov to RONALD & ELLEN 
ZAMENCHANSKY on the birth of their first 
grandchild Chase Matthew Berson. 

Mazel tov and much joy to LISA and ROBERT 
COHEN on the marriage of their daughter 
ELIZABETH to BRYAN. 

Speedy recovery to STEVE BERMAN on his 
foot surgery. 

Continued hopes and prayers to MICHAEL 
STARR as he continues to improve. 

Condolences to ARTHUR MAY on the passing 
of his wife CLARA MAY. 

Many thanks and appreciation to DANA 
GARCIA as she also leaves the Sisterhood 
Board 

Speedy get well wishes to MICHAEL STARR. 

Our deep thanks and good luck to MARNI L 

Mazel tov to KAITLYN CASSELLA on her recent 
Bat Mitzvah. 

Deepest condolences to LINDA & PHIL GOULD 
on the passing of their daughter Gaye Gould. 

We welcome with open arms the following 
new staff members: 
    MIKAH ATKIND our new Director of  
        Education 
    SHARON GREY our new Bookkeeper 
    JOANA ROTHENBERG our new Temple 
        Administrator 

 

Our sympathies to STEVE & DALE COHEN on 
the passing of Steve’s brother Arnold Cohen. 
 
 
 
 
 
A REMINDER:  Donations to Temple Avodat 
Shalom's Funds may be made, by phone or 
mail, in honor of someone, in memory of 
someone, or "just because."  A beautiful card 
of acknowledgment will be mailed to the 
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon 
receipt of the donation, minimum $10.  
However, certain specific Funds require higher 
minimums, as follows: 
Mishkan T’filah Youth $ 18 
Torah Restoration 180 
Library Fund       18 
Simcha Tree of Life  180 
Gates of Joy       18  
Lapidos Tree of Life  250 
Torah Commentary   90 
Mitzvah Walk Brick              360 
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HANDY PEOPLE NEEDED TO HELP SENIORS and DISABLED PERSONS 
 Want to enjoy a really rewarding experience?  The Chore Service, sponsored by the Bergen Volunteer Center, 
helps keep Bergen County seniors and people with disabilities safe in their own homes.  Chore volunteers perform 
minor household repairs that these vulnerable people can’t do themselves nor get anyone else to do, and that can 
make a huge difference in the quality of their lives. These repairs are performed at no cost to the people, other 
than the cost of the materials used in the repair.  For those on a fixed income, these savings could mean the 
difference between paying a professional a fee just to evaluate a situation, and whether there is money for food or 
medicine! 
 A Chore volunteer should be able to perform the kind of minor repairs that any able-bodied homeowner must 
do:  replacing broken locks/doorknobs, installing washers in faucets, replacing electric outlets or switches, 
installing grab bars and hand railings, putting in/taking out small air conditioners, even changing light bulbs!   The 
Chore Service has three vans that are sent throughout Bergen County 5 days a week.  A volunteer would be 
assigned one day a week  to a crew that performs 4-5 service calls per day. 
 Chore offers a great volunteer opportunity for retirees or people who work second and third shift jobs.  Call 
Maureen at (201) 489-7790 to find out how satisfying it can be to use your handyperson skills to lend a hand to 
those in need. 
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 Incontinence is the second leading cause of institutionalization.  
 25 million Americans suffer from urinary incontinence 
 25 % of Bergen County seniors live below the poverty level 
 There are currently no programs that offer financial assistance to seniors in need of adult “briefs” or other 

incontinence products, making these necessities for independent living unattainable “luxury” items.  
 Adult products of this kind cost upwards of $100 a month, and with social security benefits averaging 

$874 a month, purchasing them is not possible for millions of adults. 
 Having access to these items are a “basic human need,” allowing senior adults to remain mobile, social 

and productive. Without them, many healthy older people would be trapped in their homes, fearful of 
joining social functions, trips to libraries or the movies, or even attending their own grandchild’s wedding!  

 Seniors who remain socially active remain healthier, both physically and emotionally, and since people 
are living longer and leading more active lives, it is critically important to invest in programs that can help 
them afford products that will allow them to remain engaged in their community.  The cost of not providing 
them will be astronomical by comparison to the care costs incurred by the need of early 
institutionalization and other health problems! 

 Unlike babies, who outgrow the need for diapers, incontinent adults will bear this cost for the rest of their 
lives.   

 A recent study indicates that 25% of our New Jersey seniors cannot afford basic necessities. They are not 
eligible for Medicaid yet their Social Security check does not cover food, medications and adult absorbent products. 
Did you know that there is no government funding for adult care briefs? (formerly known as adult diapers)  Without 
these products many seniors would be trapped in their homes and unable to attend social and/or family events. 
People are living longer and leading more active lives. The Adult Care Brief Bank was developed to collect and 
distribute absorbent products to those in need. Through drives, similar food drives or collections, The Kaplen JCC 
on the Palisades, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, The Academy of Holy Angels, The New Synagogue of 
Fort Lee, St. Joseph's Parish, Bergen Family Center and other venues including networking events have collected 
over 120,000 products. The items collected are distributed to individuals in need through local agencies such as 
the Center for Food Action, Meals On Wheels of Bergen County, and Pascack, Visiting Homemaker Home Health 
Aide Service of Bergen County, Jewish Family Services, Bergen Family Center, the Southeast Senior Center for 
Independent Living (SESCIL) and more. 
 All it takes is an email blast and a collection bin. Oh yea, a bit of media always helps 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
NOVEMBER 

      S    M    T    W     T     F    S 
      1     2     3     4     5     6     7 
      8     9   10   11   12   13   14 
    15   16   17   18   19   20   21 
    22   23   24   25   26   27   28 
    29   30 

 

REMINDER 
The calendar on our 

website contains the most 
up-to-date information 

 13 Tishri                              1 

Torah Study @ Noon 

 
 
 

 

Zoom Webinar on Voting, 
7:00 pm 
 

14 Tishri            (6:16)         2 

Office closes at noon 

 
 
 
 

Shabbat & Sukkot Services, 
7:00pm 
 
 
 

15 Tishri                              3 

Parashat Sukkot 

SUKKOT 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 

16 Tishri                              4 17 Tishri                              5 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 

18 Tishri                             6 
Book of Judges discussion, 
9:30 am 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Donuts in the 
Sukkah, 7:00 pm 

19 Tishri                              7 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Religious School & TASTE 

20 Tishri                            8 

Torah Study @ Noon 
 
 
 

 
Brotherhood Pizza in the 
Sukkah, 7:00 pm 

21 Tishri            (6:05)         9 

Sukkot Services & Yizkor, 
10:30 am 
 
 

 
 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
 

22 Tishri                            10 

Parashat  
SIMCHAT TORAH 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 

 

23 Tishri                          11 
Religious School 

24 Tishri                          12 
COLUMBUS DAY 
 
 
 
 

 
Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm 

25 Tishri                         13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood book club 

26 Tishri                          14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious School & TASTE 

27 Tishri                          15 

Torah Study @ Noon 

28 Tishri            (5:54)     16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
 

29 Tishri                            17 

Parashat Bereshit 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Bat Mitzvah of 
HANNAH NORTON 
 

30 Tishri                          18 
TAS Board meeting, 9:30 am 
Religious School 

1 Cheshvan                     19 
 

2 Cheshvan                    20 
 

3 Cheshvan                     21 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Religious School & TASTE 
 

4 Cheshvan                     22 
Torah Study @ Noon 

5 Cheshvan       (5:44)     23 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
 

6 Cheshvan                       24 
Parashat Noach 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 

7 Cheshvan                     25 
Feeding the Hungry 
Religious School 

8 Cheshvan                     26 
 

9 Cheshvan                    27 
 

10 Cheshvan                   28 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisterhood Board, 7:00 pm 

Religious School & TASTE 
 

11 Cheshvan                   29 
Torah Study @ Noon 

12 Cheshvan     (5:35)     30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
 

2 Cheshvan                       31 
Parashat Lech Lecha 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 

 

OCTOBER 2020/5781    tishri - cheshvan 
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