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Events, dates and times subject to change.  See https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar for most accurate information

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, May 1st:
9:00 am Religious School
9:00 am Grade 7 Israeli Fair
10:00 am Sisterhood Board Meeting 
Monday, May 2nd:
8:00 pm Brotherhood Card Night
Tuesday, May 3rd:
9:30 am Study Group
Wednesday, May 4th:
4:00 am Religious School
7:00 pm TASTE
7:30 pm Israel Film Night
Thursday, May 5th:
Yom Ha'atz Ma'ut
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, May 6th:
6:30 pm Israeli Dinner
7:30 pm Israel Shabbat Services
8:30 pm Oneg
Saturday, May 7th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
9:15 am 5th and 6th grade Yad Making
10:30 am Shabbat Learning Services

Sunday, May 8th:
Mother's Day
No Religious School
Monday, May 9th:
7:00 pm Brotherhood Board Mtg
Tuesday, May 10th:
9:30 am Study Group
Wednesday, May 11th:
4:00 am Religious School
7:00 pm TASTE
Thursday, May 12th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, May 13th:
8:00 pm Shabbat Services
9:00 pm Oneg
Saturday, May 14th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
B'nei Mitzvah of Julian Kadesh

Sunday, May 15th:
9:00 am Religious School
9:30 am TAS Board Mtg
11:00 am Club 56
11:00 am Madrichim Class
Tuesday, May 17th:
9:30 am Study Group
Wednesday, May 18th:
4:00 pm Religious School
7:00 pm TASTE end of year Lag
B'omer Party
Thursday, May 19th:
L'ag B'omer
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, May 20th:
8:00 pm Senior Send off Shabbat
Services
9:00 pm Oneg
Saturday, May 21st:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
Bar Mitzvah of Joshua Davis

Sunday, May 22nd:
9:00 am Religious School Final Day
11:00 am TAS @ Glen Rock Fair
1:00 pm Bat Mitzvah of Alexa
Sheiner
Tuesday, May 24th:
9:30 am Study Group
7:00 pm Sisterhood Dinner
8:00 Membership Committee Mtg
Thursday, May 26th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, May 27th:
6:00 pm Shabbat Services 
7:00 pm Mini Oneg
Saturday, May 28th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
Sunday, May 29th:
Yom Yerushalayim
Monday, May 30th:
Memorial Day/Office Closed
Tuesday, May 31st:
9:30 am Study Group
7:30 pm TAS Board Meeting

https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar
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Rabbi Jim Stoloff
rabbi@avodatshalom.net

The Good Enough _______ (Fill In The Blank)
 

 

I would tell you that this will finally be something from the rabbi that isn’t about recently
becoming a parent but…that would break Commandment 9. Part of the reason I find it hard to
dwell on anything else, other than Hudson being adorably cute, is that my whole reality keeps
changing. Every time I have felt like I am back to functioning, there has been a major change
to undo those fleeting, precious moments of stability. Helpfully, everyone has told me this is
the one thing that actually doesn't change about being a parent, so…yay! Or should I say…oy!

 
The initial changes were rather extreme (emergency c section, NICU, leaving Hudson in the
NICU, Charlotte’s second emergency surgery). But the last few have been the more normal
changes that new parents face. Coming home with the baby, starting to function outside of
baby land, re-engaging with the outside world, and most recently, coming back to work.
Honestly, I am still trying to figure that balance out. Talking to other recent parent friends, I
immediately found similar feelings among all of us. Feelings of not fully parenting to the
extent we were before coming back to work and simultaneous feelings of not being able to
focus on work the way we were before becoming parents. And this leads me to one of my
favorite 20th century psychologists, D. W. Winnicott.

 
I have a favorite 20th century psychologist because I am, obviously, super cool. Donald
Winnicott was both a pediatrician and a psychoanalyst in England who contributed a lot of
what is now considered standard in fields relating to developmental psychology and family
systems. His most famous specific contributions were his ideas on the “true self” and “false
self,” and his concept of the “good enough” parent. That is what I want to focus on (in life and
in this article).

 



Your paragraph text
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Winnicott was not Jewish, but his views on parenting (I think) are. A view that parenting is
something to be seen realistically, practically, and inherently imperfect. Winnicott argues
that creating an ideal of parenting, or thinking of parenting as something that could be done
perfectly, is harmful. Because parents cannot be perfect. Instead, parents should strive to
be “good enough.” Jewish tradition certainly agrees. Look at any parent in the Hebrew
bible: Adam and Eve, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob with Rachel and Leah, King David and
Bathsheeba…there are nothing but issues with them and their children. If anything,
Judaism gives us an extremely low threshold if the goal is to be better parents than our
biblical role models. Didn’t try to sacrifice your child or kick your legally adopted child out
into the wilderness? You are doing better than Abraham and Sarah! Didn’t show favoritism
to one of your kids so much so that your other children first planned to kill him, but sold
him into slavery and faked his death instead? You are crushing it compared to Jacob! Do
you love your children, see to their basic needs and then some, and generally try to do your
best with good intentions? Congratulations! You are a good enough parent and doing
comparatively better than any of the biblical examples mentioned above.

What I want to do for myself, and extend as an option to all of us, is apply the “good
enough” idea beyond parenting. Instead of demanding or even expecting perfection from
ourselves, maybe we can let ourselves be, “good enough.” When freed of the burden of
reaching an ideal, we can be more relaxed, happier, and excel. And if we can be “good
enough” parents, why not “good enough” rabbis, temple presidents, teachers,
accountants, or anything? Fill in the blank! Because it turns out being “good enough” isn't
just good enough…it's absolutely great.

Rabbi Jim



President
M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
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Steve Berman
president@avodatshalom.net

 

As I sit and write my next to last bulletin column, I look back at the last three years and I realize
that they have flown by even while many of us we were mostly concerned with things other than
the temple.  I want to thank everyone who has stepped up in the past three years to help steer
our community through these tough times. I know that it has not always been easy and it
required some sacrifice, both by you and your families, to direct some of your valuable time to
this community. I also know that it can seem overwhelming to keep up with all the tasks and
details that we face in our personal lives. But I know that those of you who dedicate that time, do
so because you feel that it is worth it, and I thank you for it. 

As we begin the month of May, we are hard at work preparing for the annual Last Day of
Religious School Picnic, Sunday May 22nd, and continue to plan our gala 70th anniversary
celebration on the evening of June 11th. 

Not only will we be celebrating the 70th anniversary of our community, but we will also be
celebrating two extremely dedicated volunteers in our community – Cheryl Jaffe as the winner of
this year’s Ruth & Lawrence Shavelson Community Service Award and Jane Gaffin as this
year’s winner of the Barbara King Hineni Award. We will also be honoring Ariana Altman as the
winner of this year’s William C. Brudnick Award. By now you should have received your
invitation, both by email and snail mail. I strongly urge you to take out an ad in the annual Ad
Journal, celebrating the accomplishments of Cheryl, Jane, and Ariana. This journal is one of our
biggest fundraisers and I know that all of the honorees want nothing more than for all of us to
show this community what it really means to us. I hope you are also planning to join us at the
Dessert & Wine Evening for a fun time with your friends. I look forward to sharing the evening
with you. You can also find the registration form here.

And above all, stay safe.

Steve

https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/shavelson/hineni-awards-evening.html


 

 

Mikah Adkind
educator@avodatshalom.net

May 2022 • Page 6 

From the Educational

Director

As we approach Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, we are excited to celebrate

Israel with our students and our Religious School community. That being said, Israel

connection and education is obviously complicated. 

I could share my own experience with Israel education, both as a teacher and a learner, but

so many others have come before me who have shared their wisdom even better than I

could. A former professor of mine, Dr. Sivan Zakai, leads The Children’s Learning About Israel

project. Her work “studies how American Jewish elementary school students think and feel

about Israel, and how that thinking changes over time,” by tracking a cohort of 33 children

from kindergarten through fifth grade in three Jewish day schools in the Los Angeles area.

I find the article that Dr. Zakai co-authored with Hannah Tobin Cohen, “Israel Education Needs

Coaches, Not Cheerleaders,” to be particularly helpful. They write that as children grow older,

they voice more conflicted emotions about Israel, such as fear and anxiety about Israel’s

existence. While one way to address this is to be a “cheerleader,” enthusiastically supporting

Israel, but this approach does not provide space for children’s complicated Israel emotions. 

Rather, they suggest that we approach the topic as coaches, who are encouraging,

supportive, and passionate, but also serve as guides to our children, helping them to manage

unforeseen challenges. They write, “[The coach] certainly champion Israel’s strengths, but

they also understand that to struggle with Israel’s imperfections, and to invest in its

improvement, is embedded in the very meaning of the word Yisrael (literally “wrestles with

God”). For coaches, struggle is a sign not of defeat, but of commitment and growth.” 

I highly recommend Dr. Zakai’s work if you’re struggling with how to talk to your children (or

even with thinking for yourself) about Israel. More information about The Children’s Learning

About Israel project can be found at brandeis.edu/mandel/research/current/learning-

israel.html.

Mikah

http://brandeis.edu/mandel/research/current/learning-israel.html.
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The TAS Brotherhood was thrilled with our rescheduled Comedy Night event on March 5th.
There were so many laughs and smiles in the room due to the great talent of the comedians
and also, from us finally being able to gather together in a safe and cautious way during this
still uncertain time. We are grateful to our office staff, custodial team, and the Brotherhood
volunteers who helped coordinate, set up, break down the room and who coordinated the
behind the scenes details. We look forward to more great events in the future.

The Brotherhood baking team provided some delicious Oneg treats for the Sisterhood Service
and a big "Thank You" to Sisterhood for the amazing desserts they provided at the
Brotherhood Service.  Thank you to all who participated.  This teamwork is really something
special!

Coming soon - a new Brotherhood Corn Hole tournament with giant Jenga set!

Mike E.
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Liz and Cassy

The Sisterhood membership dinner is Tuesday, May 24th from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. Join us for
dinner and dessert to celebrate a year of sisterhood.  Sign up using this link: 
https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/sisterhood-membership-dinner.html
 

 
The next board meeting is Sunday, May 1st at 10:00 am.  Questions, ideas or suggestions,
please contact us at:  sisterhood@avodatshalom.net

Summer book club will meet in June! We’re
reading Naomi Ragen’s An Unorthodox Match.
Discussion will be Monday June 13th at 7:30 pm.

https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/sisterhood-membership-dinner.html
mailto:sisterhood@avodatshalom.net
mailto:sisterhood@avodatshalom.net


 

 
WAYS AND MEANS

The 70th Anniversary Shavelson/Hineni Awards event is coming up fast! It
will be held on Saturday, June 11th, featuring decadent desserts and wines.
This year, the Ruth and Lawrence Shavelson Award recipient is Cheryl Jaffe,
and the Barbara King Hineni Award is given to Jane Gaffin.  Our proud
William C. Brudnick Awardee is Ariana Altman. See the Announcement Letter
below for all the details about these three amazing women.

We’ll also be celebrating TAS’s 70th Anniversary so this is going to be a party
to remember! 

Please use the form below to reserve your spot at our dessert and wine event
and to submit your Journal ads congratulating Cheryl, Jane and Ariana; and
to wish TAS a Happy Anniversary! 

We look forward to seeing everyone and the Awards Event on June 11th and
to reading all your good wishes for our deserving award recipients.

Lisa and Amy
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COMMITTEE ON:
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celebrations@avodatshalom.net.
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mailto:Celebrations@avodatshalom.net


Celebration
Saturday, June 11 at 7:30pm

TAS AWARDS EVENING
 AND

DJ Dancing

Decadent Desserts

Delicious Wines and Spirits 

th

Place an ad in the commemorative journal and register for the evening here

https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/shavelson/hineni-awards-evening.html


Tikkun Olam
Making the world a better place
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY
We are proud to work with Family Promise through the amazing leadership of Brett Norton and Andy
Katz. Our next Feeding the Hungry dates for 2022 are: May 8th, June 12, November 20th and
December 11th. Meals cost around $4.00 per person. Donations can be sent to the Synagogue;
please add ‘Feeding the Hungry’ in the memo. If you would like to volunteer directly with Family
Promise to serve and distribute meals at the shelter, please email or text Brett Norton at
nortonb@gmail.com or 201.310.4791. Volunteers are needed from 3:30pm to 6:00pm 7 days a
week.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
JCC of Northern NJ Active Seniors seeks community volunteers on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
11:45 AM to 12:45 PM in Fair Lawn to help serve lunch. This special program offers entertainment,
exercise, socialization and lunch to local Jewish seniors. Our volunteers help make this experience a
positive one with their helpful and happy energy.
 
The safety of seniors is of utmost importance. To help us comply with health regulations, please be
prepared to wear your hair up and wear a face mask. Serving gloves and an apron will be provided.
At this time, all volunteers must be vaccinated against COVID-19.  To sign up click:
https://signup.com/go/rgveCdK

For questions or more info, email Erica at ericad@jccnnj.org or info@jccnnj.org or call 201-666-
6610 ext 1.

UPDATES FROM RAC-NJ
CALL TO ACTION: We are writing to ask our congregations to encourage our people to talk about
voting rights, originally at our Seder tables and always with friends and family – and to take action by
creating and writing postcards to send to Senate President Nicholas Scutari. Everything you need to
know – including addresses, sample postcards/messaging, and a commitment sheet so we can track
our postcard tally – is available on our RAC-NJ tally sheet. Please help us get out the word – and
let’s flood the Senate President’s office with postcards over the next weeks and months asking him
to schedule a committee hearing date for S247 during the month of May. 
 
WHY RAC-NJ and the Democracy in a Day Coalition is Focusing Our Efforts on Senate
President Nicholas Scutari
 
Right now, New Jersey has the opportunity to become a same-day voter registration state. The
same-day voter registration bill, S247/A1966 (as amended), would work with existing New Jersey
voting infrastructure and procedures that election officials already follow. Under current law, when a
New Jersey voter comes to a polling place (like the one I work at each election), if that voter is not 

mailto:nortonb@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/rgveCdK
mailto:ericad@jccnnj.org
mailto:info@jccnnj.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wDgc4ga53fHbZHInRjo_b3bJy7l05-1CJGD__-iNhhc/edit#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sx61Br6OJz9gSgHPVdmpEAiTjEyYHapP/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sx61Br6OJz9gSgHPVdmpEAiTjEyYHapP/view
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listed in my electronic poll book, I hand the voter a provisional ballot (as is required by federal law).
Following the close of polls, county election officials review each provisional ballot and verify the
identity of the potential voter. If the person is an eligible voter and has not voted elsewhere, the
person’s ballot affidavit is used to register the person for future elections, but the ballot cast in the
current election is discarded and not counted. The same-day voter registration bill would simply
allow election officials to count those ballots instead of throwing them out. The bill balances election
access and election security: provisional ballot voters registering same-day must show identification
and proof of address.
 
RAC-NJ worked hard to help get the bill amended to work this way, taking into account concerns we
heard in meetings we had with county election officials from both sides of the aisle. The
commonsense amendments also allowed us to convince Senator Jon Bramnick to co-sponsor the
bill following a meeting he took with us in which we walked him through the amendments and how
the bill would work, which made the bill officially bipartisan. Senator Bramnick is a member of a
RAC-NJ congregation and has been consistently willing to meet with us and help us forge a
nonpartisan path forward.
 
Around the same time that we were working with Senator Bramnick as part of our commitment to
start building bipartisan support for the bill, the Senate committee chair had publicly announced
that the bill would be the subject of a March 3 hearing. Unfortunately, about a week before that
hearing, Senate President Nicholas Scutari pulled the bill from consideration by the committee.
Senate President Scutari said that people needed to “make the case” to him for why the bill is
necessary. Since Senator Scutari’s comments to the press, RAC-NJ (along with our coalition
partners) has been calling on Senate President Scutari to meet with us so that we can “make the
case” for same-day voter registration. Assorted other coalition and community voices have been
making the case as well. Most recently, the New Jersey Advance Media editorial board (The Star
Ledger, The Trenton Times, etc.) walked through each of Senator Scutari’s arguments against the
bill and offered rebuttals.  
 
New Jersey’s legislature works in a similar fashion to Congress when it comes to the outsize role
that leadership of each chamber plays. Senate President Scutari does have unilateral authority to
table any bill, even though he is only elected by his constituents in the nine towns that comprise the
22nd Legislative District. For the 2021 election, the towns the Senate President represents are
Clark, Dunellen, Fanwood, Green Brook, Linden, Middlesex, North Plainfield, Rahway, Scotch
Plains, and Winfield, but with redistricting, in the 2023 election he adds Cranford, Plainfield, and
Roselle Park to his district, but loses Dunellen, Green Brook, and Middlesex.
 
RAC-NJ, as part of the Democracy in a Day coalition, is now working to put pressure on Senate
President Scutari to move the bill. We do that in a number of ways:
 We help to build public pressure through Op Eds, Editorials, and other press coverage;

We continue to ask the Senate President for a meeting through call-in days, emails, tweets,
and other means;
We help to ensure that the Senate President knows that there is widespread support for
this – that is where each of us and asks like this ask that we coordinate people to send
postcards comes in!

1.
2.

3.

 

https://newjerseymonitor.com/2022/02/10/senate-hearing-expected-on-same-day-voter-registration/
https://newjerseymonitor.com/2022/03/29/same-day-voter-registration-bill-back-in-limbo/
https://www.nj.com/opinion/2022/04/attn-sen-scutari-let-nj-register-vote-on-election-day-editorial.html
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"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not free to

desist from it either." Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21
 

CALL TO ACTION ON MAY 26th: Please SAVE THE DATE of Thursday, May 26, for a coalition
day of action in Trenton. The coalition is still working out details, but we are planning a lobby day,
press conference, and rally in Trenton to coincide with the Senate and Assembly voting sessions
scheduled for that day. Stay tuned for details, but please save the date, as RAC-NJ is also planning
to use this opportunity for an in-person gathering and chance to help build our organizing skills and
ability to navigate Trenton together!

BLACK CLOUD RISING
It is not too late to read a fascinating book. On April 20th, a group enjoyed a discussion of Black
Cloud Rising, by David Wright Faladé.The New York Times describes it as a rousing “Civil War
novel based on the actual experiences of the African Brigade, a unit of Black soldiers, including
many freed, recently enslaved people, that in 1863 poured into the coastal South with Union forces,
helping to hunt down rebel guerrillas.” 



Brotherhood
Card Night

t

 

 

Sisterh
ood

Tuesday, May 24th 

7:00 pm
 

SEE PAGE 16 FOR FULL INFO

 

Check the Weekly Email Announcements
 for information on these exciting, upcoming events!
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CELEBRATING ISRAEL SHABBAT
Friday, May 6th

 

Israeli Dinner @ 6:30pm

Israeli Shabbat Service @ 7:30pm

Join us for an evening celebrating the food, music, and prayers of Israel.

 
 

Dinner reservations required. RSVP with a $5 or more donation to support IsraAID Ukrainian relief on the ground. 

 To learn more: https://www.israaid.org/RSVP here

June 11
details on page 8-11

Senior Send Off Shabbat
 

Friday, May 20th
8:00 pm

The TAS office computers have recently been
updated and we have a few older PCs available. 

If you or someone you know needs a basic PC for
emails and such, contact Lisa at
administrator@avodatshalom.net.

MEMBERSHIP DINNER

https://www.israaid.org/
https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/israeli-dinner.html
mailto:administrator@avodatshalom.net


To all members of Sisterhood:
 

Please join us for Dinner!
 

Come schmooze, eat, see old friends, and make

some new ones, too!

Let's enjoy a wonderful Mediterranean dinner

together!

If you haven't paid the $36 annual Sisterhood

dues, please do so when you make your

reservation.

MEMBERSHIP DINNER

Tuesday, May 24, 2022 at 7:00 PM
 

 

 Reservations are required
RSVP by May 17, 2022

Sisterh
ood
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https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/sisterhood-membership-dinner.html
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The Whole Megillah 
Rabbi Jim Stoloff and Charlotte Rocker  
Mikah Atkind 
Larry & Susan Altman 
Gary & Liza Barth 
Steve & Ellen Berman 
Douglas & Karen Charipper 
Steve Cohen & Lisa Nelson-Cohen  
Nilene Evans 
Michael & Wendy Grinberg 
Barbara & Kenneth Haber 
Brian & Stephanie Hartman 
Roy & Carol Hermalyn 
Marc & Patty Herrmann 
Seth & Cassandra Kadesh 
Len & Liz Lawton 
Neil & Joyce Massoth 
Jonathan & Laurie Rochlin 
Stuart & Peggy Schneider 
Michael & Barbara Starr 

Mordechai’s Helpers 
Howard & Mary Adler 
Lisa Cohen 
Naomi Cohn 
Margie & Stuart Gelbwasser 
Gail & Eric Goldfarb 
David Greeneld & Marian Roffman 
Adam Herbst 
Joan & Steve Kaplan 
Andy & Laurie Katz 
Naomi Kerstein 
Amy Lederman & Michael Aufrichtig 
Anthony & Barbara Luciano 
Stephen & Vicki Monaloy 
Marc & Bethlee Potolosky 
Bryan Press & Lisa Meltzer-Press 
Ralph Rice 
Russell & Sharon Sagerman 
Sidney Schnall 

Esther’s Circle 
Cantor Maria Dubinsky & Arcady
Steve & Dale Cohen 
David & Elizabeth Dunkelman
Michael & Pamela Edelstein 
Ruth Feigenbaum 
Phyllis Fleisch 
Warren & Nancy Heaps 
Gunter & Joan Hecht 
Marc & Cheryl Jaffe 
Barbara & Michael King 
Mitchell & Karen Light 
Brett & Michele Norton 
Gilda & Fred Rabinowitz 
Alan Rebhun & Jaki Raider 
Joel & Audrey Rosenblatt 
Errol & Barbra Seltzer

Hamentashen 
Phylis Besen 
John & Lori Daugherty 
Neil & Jane Gaffin 
Linda & Philip Gould 
Sharon Grey 
Keith & Erin Lazarus 
Jeffrey Pollack & Lynda McGowan
David & Janice Sloves 
Richard & Debbie Tester

Sisterhood would like to thank everyone for their generous donations to
the Mishloach Manot fundraiser. We hope you enjoyed the yummy treats!



Jonah Reicher Naomi Grinberg Carly Gaffin

YOM HU'LEDET SAMEACH

Benny GaffinLiam Sherland
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Joshua Davis, Lucas Giammo, Cayla GInsberg, and Jordan Reiss

FROM THE AWARDS COMMITTEE:

The Awards Committee has named Ariana Altman as this year’s

recipient of the William C. Brudnick Award. This award is given to

a high school senior who has demonstrated leadership and

community service both at Temple Avodat Shalom and in the

wider community. Ariana is a wonderful example of these

qualities. Mazel Tov Ariana! We wish you continued success as

you head off to college and we hope to see you, as well as all of

our graduating seniors, come back to visit us often!



Janet and Paul Ritter on the marriage of their son Daniel to Chelsea.

David Edelstein, son of Pam and Michael Edelstein, on his new job as sports anchor at WJTV in
Jackson, MS. 

Jason Edelstein, son of Pam and Michael Edelstein, on graduating from Indiana University Jacobs
School of Music. 

Ben Kadesh, son of Cassy and Seth Kadesh, on graduating from NYU. 

Matthew Rebhun, son of Jaki Raider and Alan Rebhun, on graduating from Rutgers University.

 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:
 
 

Ariana Altman, daughter of Susan and Larry Altman 

Sophia Gaffin, daughter of Jane and Neil Gaffin

Adam Jaffe, son of Cheryl and Marc Jaffe

Simon Kadesh, son of Cassy and Seth Kadesh

Erinn Rebhun, daughter of Jaki Raider and Alan Rebhun

Jordan Reiss, daughter of Esther Reiss

Rebecca Tester, daughter of Debbie and Rich Tester

Sarah Tester, daughter of Debbie and Rich Tester

Max Weinberg, son of Fred and Deena Weinberg
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B'NEI MITZVAH 
Julian Kadesh
Joshua Davis
Alexa Sheiner

TO OUR MEMBERS: 
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T   A   S

Do you or another member of Temple Avodat
Shalom need a little assistance? The Caring
Committee is here to help. If you or another
member are recovering from surgery or
dealing with another medical issue, have
recently lost a love one, are unable to get to
synagogue for services, religious school, or
other synagogue events, need help shopping or
many others tasks, let us know so we can try to
help. Contact the Caring Committee at
Caring@AvodatShalom.Net. If you are willing
and able to help another congregant when they
need a little help, please contact
Caring@AvodatShalom.Net as well. Together,
we make our community stronger by making it
a Kehilla Kedosha - a holy community.

R.O.M.E.O.
 

                                                              
Wherefore art thou??

No, not the Shakespearean Romeo...

Retired Old Men Eating Out!!

At least, pre-COVID, we ate out.  Now, we
meet at TAS every Thursday morning to
socialize and chat. We'll be in Van Saun Park
when the weather improves.  

Care to join us?  We discuss politics, sports,
music, news, cryptocurrency and whatever
else someone brings up.

Contact Len Lawton or Dave Greenfield for
more information.
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DEEPENING OUR COMMITMENT TO EACH OTHER AND TO TAS 
 

PLEASE ANSWER YOUR PHONE !
Everyone has a story about why they are a member of TAS.  We want to hear your stories. 
 At the February Board meeting, the Trustees practiced 1:1 intentional conversations.  1:1
intentional conversations are a way to understand each other’s values and interests and
learn what we share in common so we can act together to strengthen our congregation and
deepen our connections to our community, identify leaders, and understand our
congregants’ needs.  

1:1s are two-way conversations in which people introduce themselves and discuss potentially
shared goals and concerns, in this case about TAS.  The conversations are intentional but not
privacy-invading; they should be face-to-face in person but, given the pandemic, could be on zoom;
not interviews but focused on reciprocal listening not advocating or arguing.  The Board’s goal is to
better understand our congregants’ needs and their views on the future of TAS over the next several
years.  We are not holding house meetings because individual voices can get lost.  

Please answer your phone if a Trustee calls in the next few months to set up a 1:1 intentional
conversation.  We won’t be able to contact everyone over the next few months – if you want to have
a 1:1, please contact Nilene Evans or Jason Berger.  

mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net
mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net


Temple Avodat Shalom
Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52
For further questions - email us: giftcard@avodatshalom.net 
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ShopWithScrip.com
MyScripWallet.com

Hollin Barth

mailto:giftcard@avodatshalom.net
mailto:giftcard@avodatshalom.net
http://shopwithscrip.com/
http://myscripwallet.com/


SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AND A PAID
UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/21 IN ORDER FOR YOUR CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE

FOR A SCHOLARSHIP

 
One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and

enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community

Date:

Parent Name:

Child Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________

OR
 

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________

Total Cost of Program ___________________________
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Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.     
 Sisterhood dues MUST have been paid by 12/31 of academic year.
All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start

Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and
program(s). ____________________________________________

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side
of this application or attach a separate sheet.)

Scholarship Rules:

1.

2.
      of the Jewish experience.
   3.NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however 
      preference is given to first time applicants.
   4.Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one
      time award per individual experience.
   5.Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first 
      time applicants.
   6.Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple 
      activity to share their experience.

Parent Signature:

Student Signature:

*Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such
as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention.

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net
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CELEBRATE YOUR CHILD’S  (OR GRANDCHILD’S)  B IRTHDAY WITH A BOOK

DONATION TO THE TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM LIBRARY!
 

THE PROGRAM IS  S IMPLE.  YOU SEND IN  A DONATION FOR $18 .00 ,  WHICH WILL
BE USED TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A NEW BOOK.  THE BOOKS WILL BE

AVAILABLE IN  THE L IBRARY FOR YOUR CHILD TO SELECT.
 

ON OR NEAR THEIR BIRTHDAY,  THE L IBRARIAN WILL HAVE YOUR CHILD
CHOOSE A BOOK.  A  BOOKPLATE WITH YOUR CHILD’S  NAME,  B IRTHDAY AND THE
SCHOOL YEAR WILL THEN BE PLACED INSIDE THIS  BOOK.  YOUR CHILD WILL BE

THE F IRST PERSON TO CHECK OUT THIS  PERSONALIZED BOOK AND BRING IT
HOME TO SHARE.  CHILDREN WITH BIRTHDAYS IN  JUNE WILL CHOOSE A BOOK IN

DECEMBER,  JULY IN  JANUARY,  AND AUGUST BIRTHDAYS IN  FEBRUARY ON
THEIR "HALF BIRTHDAY".  

 
THANK YOU IN  ADVANCE FOR PARTICIPATING IN  THIS  WONDERFUL PROGRAM

TO HELP EXPAND OUR L IBRARY!  IF  YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS,  PLEASE EMAIL
SCHOOL@AVODATSHALOM.NET 

 

$18.00 per book 
Checks payable to "Temple Avodat Shalom"; memo section “Birthday Book Donation”

 
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK PROGRAM 

  
      Name of Child:                                                      Birthdate:
      1)
      2)
      3)
      4)   
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HELP OUR LIBRARY GROW
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK DONATION PROGRAM:
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The congregation extends deepest sympathy to the
family of:

Bertram Lurie Z"L, father of Richard (Mary)

Lurie, Philip (Betty) Lurie and David (Alisa)

Lurie, and grandfather to Joe, Sam (Rachel),

Richard, Adam, AJ, Bryan (Marissa) and

Shari.

When asked what TAS means to our
congregants, many of our congregants

say “family” or “home.” That is a
wonderful thing for our temple

community!
 

If you consider TAS to be part of your
family, if you consider TAS to be a

home away from home, perhaps you
would consider leaving a part of your
future estate to TAS. Is there a better

place to leave your legacy than to your
family, to improve your home?

 
Please call the Temple office to learn

more about how to include the Temple
as one of the beneficiaries of your Will,
retirement plan, life insurance or IRA.

 

 
Did you know that TAS has

graves available for sale
to its members? Graves
are available in numbers

from single graves up to 8
and 12 grave plots. The

graves are located in our
property at Cedar Park –
Beth El Cemetery. If you
are interested or want

more information, contact
Barbara King,

bmking64@optonline.net
or 201-843-0785.

Add a Gift for the Future of
TAS
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זיכרונו לברכה
May their memory be for a blessing

...to everyone who stepped up to lead Torah
study and services during Rabbi Jim’s paternity
leave:

Joyce & Tom Bivone
Nilene Evans
Adam Herbst
Mary, Rich & Joe Lurie
Steve Monaloy
Russell Sagerman 
Marko Vukosavovic 

mailto:bmking64@optonline.net
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The cutoff date for all
donations to be listed
in the Bulletin is the
25th of each month;

otherwise they will be
listed in the following

month’s bulletin
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GENERAL FUND
Donations to the General Fund support
all activities of the Temple

SAM GREENBLATT
Thank you
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
LINDA & PHILIP GOULD
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN
To the Richard Lurie Family & the Philip Lurie Family
in memory of Bertram Lurie
BARBARA & JERRY MARKOWITZ
LENORE & RUBIN LERER
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT
NILENE EVANS
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN
SID SCHNALL
LIZ & LEN LAWTON
NAOMI JACOBY COHN
PHYLLIS MEHER
KAREN & DOUGLAS CHARIPPER
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO
ANDREA & HERBERT OUIDA
To Richard & Mary Lurie & Family in memory of
Bertram Lurie
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH
Mazel Tov to Janet & Paul Ritter on the birth of their
grandson Isaac and the marriage of Danny & Chelsea
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH
NILENE EVANS
LIZ & LEN LAWTON
To Philip & Betty Lurie & Family in memory of Bertram
Lurie 
KAREN & MITCHELL LIGHT
In honor of the birth of Hudson Anthony Rocker Stoloff
To help fund the cost of the 3/27 Java Nagila event
NANCY & WARREN HEAPS
ELLEN & NEAL LITINGER
NANCY DAVIDOFF
In honor of the birth of Hudson Anthony Rocker Stoloff 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN
To Eric Prince in honor of the birth of his grandson
Evander Knox Constantino
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
To the Stoloff Family for your continued good health
MARY & RICHARD LURIE
In memory of Bertram Lurie
NAOMI JACOBY COHN
To Estelle Cohn in memory of David Mack
COOKIE & MYRON LEASH
Thinking of you to Jenn Solomon 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE

PRAYER BOOK FUND

SOCIAL ACTION – FEEDING THE HUNGRY
LENORE & RUBIN LERER
Thank you to Brett Norton & Andy Katz

SOCIAL ACTION FUND – TIKKUN OLAM

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND
NANCY & WARREN HEAPS
In honor of the birth of their grandson Andrew
Henry Heaps, son of Dr. Eric & Samantha Heaps

 
MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND

YOUTH GROUP

YAHRZEIT FUND
NAOMI JACOBY COHN
In memory of Louis Levin
NAOMI KERSTEIN
In memory of Ronald Kerstein
In memory of Samuel J. Hanna
In memory of Nathan Kerstein
PHYLLIS FLEISCH
In memory of Joseph Thon
In memory of Lilly Thon
LORI & JOHN DAUGHERTY
In memory of Berneece Daugherty
In memory of Jack Daugherty
BENNET LAPIDUS
In memory of Lucian LaManna
In memory of Jenna Stave LaManna
JEANNE BUESSER
In memory of Randi Finkelstein
SID SCHNOLL
In memory of Bernard Lowenberg
PHYLLIS BESEN
In memory of Lillian Resnick
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
In memory of Jacob Schneider
JANE & NEIL GAFFIN
In memory of Skip Ackerman
JESSICA & CHARLES HOROWITZ
In memory of Sam Kessler

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
MARY & RICHARD LURIE
In memory of Bertram Lurie
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RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES
In honor of the birth of Hudson Stoloff & his
wonderful parents
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN
PHYLLIS FLEISCH
In honor of Rabbi Jim & Charlotte on the birth of
their son, Hudson
VIVIAN SLOVES
JUDI ZIMMERMAN
WENDY & MISHA GRINBERG
For selling Chametz

EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CONFIRMATION FUND

SISTERHOOD
VIVIAN SLOVES
Thank you for the Mishloach Manot gift card

A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND

BROTHERHOOD-YOM HASHOAH CANDLES
SIDNEY SCHNALL
In memory of Hersh & Sarah Schnall
CAROL BARNESS & JON STRANGE
LISA & ROBERT COHEN
RUTH FEIGENBAUM
MARIAN ROFFMAN & DAVID GREENFIELD
STEPHANIE & BRIAN HARTMAN
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
LIZ & LEN LAWTON
COOKIE & MYRON LESH
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
ED SCHULTZ

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CANTOR’S MUSIC PROGRAMMING

CARING COMMITTEE
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES
In honor of the love, good wishes and yummy
meals during Janice’s convalescence from her
surgery

SHAVELSON FUND
To subsidize teen and young adult
participation in Jewish leadership
programming

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE

MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

MITZVAH WALK BRICK

TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
For the care and maintenance of our
Torah scrolls

YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS/PLEDGES

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
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Mishkan T’filah Youth 
Library Fund 
Gates of Joy 
Gates of Prayer
Torah Commentary 
Torah Restoration 
Simcha Tree of Life 
Lapidos Tree of Life 
Mitzvah Walk Brick 

$18
$18
$18
$36
$90
$180
$180
$250
$360

A REMINDER: Donations to Temple Avodat Shalom's
Funds may be made, by phone or mail, in honor of
someone, in memory of someone, or "just because." A
beautiful card of acknowledgment will be mailed to the
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon receipt of
the minimum donation minimum of $10. However, certain
specific Funds require higher minimums, as follows:

                                          

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND
SISTERHOOD and the entire TAS CONGREGATION are thrilled to welcome HUDSON ANTHONY ROCKER
STOLOFF into our temple family. We congratulate parents RABBI JIM STOLOFF and CHARLOTTE ROCKER
and wish all of them much health and happiness.

Congratulations to JANE GAFFIN for being deservedly awarded the Barbara King HINENI AWARD in
appreciation for her never ending help in every aspect of the TAS community.

Congratulations to CHERYL JAFFE upon receiving the LARRY AND RUTH SHAVELSON AWARD in
appreciation for her very generous continuing effort on behalf of TAS congregation’s success.

Congratulations to high school senior ARIANA ALTMAN upon receiving the WILLIAM S. BRUDNICK AWARD
for demonstrating superior leadership qualities amongst her peers.

Much appreciation to LISA COHEN for organizing and preparing Sisterhood’s fun MAKING CHALLAH
BREAKFAST.

Many thanks as well to CINTHIA KERSTEIN as she led the challah breakfast. Sisterhood generously made
two donations in her honor to JEWISH JOURNEYS AND WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM
UKRAINIAN FUND.

Mazel Tov to DAVID EDELSTEIN celebrating his new job as a sports anchor in Jackson, Mississippi.

Mazel Tov to JASON EDELSTEIN upon his graduation from Indiana University’s Jacobs School of Music.

Mazel Tov to BEN KADESH upon his graduation from NYU.

Congratulations and much happiness to NANCY AND WARREN HEAPS on the birth of their grandson
ANDREW HENRY HEAPS.

Condolences to the family of BERTRAM LURIE who is lovingly remembered by his sons Richard (Mary), Philip
(Betty), David (Alisa) and his many grandchildren.

Much gratitude to BARBARA STARR, CHERYL JAFFE and JOYCE BIVONE for all their preparations and
presentation of the Sisterhood Shabbat Service.

A special nod to AUDREY ROSENBLATT for her giving the D’VAR TORAH during the service.
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