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Friday, March 1st:
7:30 pm Shabbat Service
8:30 pm Oneg
Saturday, March 2nd:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am  Shabbat Services 
Bar Mitzvah of JAMES
LOSCHIAVO
Sunday, March 3rd:
9:30 am Religious School @KD
10:00 am Sisterhood Board Mtg
Monday, March 4th:
7:00 pm  Brotherhood Card Night
Tuesday, March 5th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Thursday, March 7th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, March 8th:
8:00 pm  Shabbat Services
9:00 pm Oneg

Saturday, March 9th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Minyan &
Luncheon 
Sunday, March 10th:
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS
9:30 am Religious School @ KD
10:00 am Sisterhood Rosh
Chodesh Program
Monday, March 11th:
7:00 pm Brotherhood Board Mtg
Tuesday, March 12th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Thursday, March 14th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, March 15th:
6:30 pm Grade 4 Shabbat @ KD
8:00 pm Shabbat Service
9:00 pm Oneg

Saturday, March 16th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
8:00 pm Brotherhood Comedy
Night (Doors open at 7:00pm)
Sunday, March 17th:
9:30 am Religious School @KD
Tuesday, March 19th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Thursday, March 21st:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, March 22nd:
6:30 pm Shabbat & Purim
Service
9:00 pm Oneg
Saturday, March 23rd:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
6:00 pm Meet & Greet with KD @
Cornerstone Bar and Restaurant,
Hillsdale

Sunday, March 24th:
Purim Carnival
Tuesday, March 26th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Thursday, March 28th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, March 29th:
8:00 pm Shabbat Services
9:00 pm Oneg
Saturday, March 30th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
8:00 pm Purim Dance Party
Sunday, March 31st:
9:30 am Religious School @KD
Feeding the Hungry

Events, dates and times subject to change.  See https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar for most accurate information

https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar
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Rabbi Jim Stoloff
rabbi@avodatshalom.net
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First, a Happy Purim to everyone! We have a fantastic March to look forward to, and I hope to
see everyone at our upcoming events.

You may recall, or not frankly, that I am part of the Amplify Israel Rabbinic Fellowship this year.
At the start of the fall, my and many rabbis’ sermons, this fellowship, and indeed much of the
discussions about Israel were geared toward the Government’s racist, xenophobic, anti-
Reform/Conservative/Not Ultra-Orthodox policies and attempts to significantly decrease the
democratic nature of Israel by removing judicial review. At the same time, we were supporting
and celebrating the people of Israel who achieved the record of the longest sustained pro-
democracy protests of any country in the world.

All of that changed on 10/7. 

And the fellowship changed as well. It has, like so much of Jewish life and so many Jewish
organizations, had a shifting refocus since then. Only some of the cohort could go on the
scheduled Israel trip, and nearly all the planned content changed.

Now, nearly five months into Israel’s just war with Hamas in the Gaza Strip, one of our main
topics is simply supporting Israel within our communities while supporting our communities
regarding Israel (which I hope you have felt and seen both at TAS and at KD events,
programming, and education since 10/7). But we are also more broadly looking to build
connections with Israel across the Reform Movement in different ways that explore the future
of what Reform Zionism can look like.

This last week of February was our first in-person gathering of 2024. We aren't even halfway
through the fellowship, and it is already clear that what we are thinking about and working on
will be a process and while there will be some immediate impacts next year, this will really be a
multi-year, if not ongoing, initiative.

Amplify Israel
Fellowship Update
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Here are some highlights of this week:
Immersive study on this history of Zionism in American Reform Judaism, focusing on
how young liberal Jewish Americans’ negative feelings toward Israel have roots in the
early Reformer’s prioritization of universalism over both cultural and political Zionist
particularism. (I know that’s a lot - I’m happy to explain, I just need a longer format). Led
by Rabbi Ammi Hirsch of Stephen S. Wise in Manhattan.
Received a dynamic presentation and Q&A with Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO of the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL). This very timely session was both depressing and inspiring.
There is much to share from this in the coming weeks and months.
A presentation and conversation with Dr. Andrew Rehfeld, President of the Hebrew
Union College about the current Year in Israel (a required year of study for HUC
Rabbinical, Cantorial, and Educational graduates), its future, and the current culture
surrounding Zionism and Israel in the rabbinical program. 
A presentation and idea session with fellow participant Rabbi Lindsey Danziger of the
Religious Action Center regarding the integration of ARZA (The American Reform
Zionist Association with the RAC and the upcoming 2025 World Zionist Congress ARZA
campaign. Again, much more on this later but essentially next year I'm going to ask
EVERYONE to fill out an online voting form that will secure funding for grants that will
help what we most care about in Israel.

And these are just the beginning. Some of this will continue in Jewish professional circles,
but much of it, particularly the need to further liberal Zionist connections and the upcoming
WZC vote, will be coming to you very soon.

If you would like to learn more about this fellowship and how it connects back to our
community, let me know so we can find time to talk!



David Sloves
president@avodatshalom.net

President
M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
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“If you do not change direction, you may end up where you are heading.”
Lao Tzu

“Change is the law of life and those who look only to the past or present are certain to
miss the future.”

John Fitzgerald Kennedy

Temple Avodat Shalom and most of the other local temples can operate as is with no
changes and wait for the day when membership and money dwindle to the point one can no
longer operate. And then the members must find a new Jewish home. 

That is unacceptable.

To continue and strengthen the Jewish Community, to ensure we have a Jewish Community,
we must move forward and do so as President Kennedy told us. Remember him saying we
should land on the Moon at a time when all our rockets were blowing up? He said we should
do this before the 1960s passed. 

We did.

NASA kept in mind everything in its past and present and worked towards the future.

We’re not NASA, but we need to change direction and make our future bright. This is the
reason for our discussions with Kol Dorot.  No one is turning their back on or forgetting the
histories of Temple Sholom, Temple Avodah, or Temple Avodat Shalom…or Temples Beth-
El and Beth-Or for that matter.

But by being active, invested forward-facing members of the community, we will continue to
honor the precepts of our founders while building a Jewish community prepared for the
2030s and beyond.

There is nothing else to do. 

B’Shalom,
Dave



The Sisterhood Service was amazing! Thank you to Barbara Starr and
Bethlee Potolsky for coordinating a beautiful service as well as everyone
who participated! 

Just a reminder that the Sisterhood Book Club will be held on March 12th
at 7:30 pm at the home of Cassy Kadesh. The book is The Heaven and
Earth Grocery Store by James McBride. 

Please participate in our largest fundraiser of the year. Our Mishloach
Manot treats are sure to please! 

Save the date: April 7th will be our Sisterhood Breakfast. This year will be
a crafting morning with none other than our own Joyce Bivone! This is sure
to be a fun morning. More details to follow. 

Last, but not least…our next meeting is Sunday, March 3rd at 10 am. 

Warmly,
Cheryl Jaffe
Sisterhood President 

Sisterhood
March 2024 • Page 6

Hope everyone is enjoying their summer! 
Sisterhood is keeping busy! Sisterhood Book Club will be reading the book Mad Money by Jodi Picoult. We will be meeting on Wednesday, August 30 at 7pm at Nilene Evans home. Please be on the lookout for our Sisterhood events coming up in the next few months. 
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Hope everyone is enjoying their summer! 
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Dear Fellow Congregants,

Sisterhood is pleased to announce this year’s annual Mishloach Manot fundraiser.

Once again:
We will give everyone in the congregation a bag.
We will keep the donation levels from last year. 

Please make checks payable to Sisterhood, or sign up online: 
https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/mishloach-manot-2024-campaign.html 

This year we will make the bags available for pickup in the temple lobby starting
March 24th. We will be sending gift cards and greetings to all long-distance
members. 

Sisterhood uses all the money we fundraise to help the temple. We use these funds
to provide scholarships for camps, programs and experiences that help our children
be part of the larger Jewish community. We also support various temple fundraising
efforts. Sisterhood helps pay for many Shiva meals and meals to those affected by
sickness, as well as making donations in memory of recent congregants passing.

The Mishloach Manot fundraiser begins March 1st, and concludes March 15th. We
look forward to your participation!

Cheryl Jaffe                              Cassy Kadesh
Sisterhood President                 Michloach Manot Coordinator

The Whole Megillah An amount of your choosing over $200 to help ensure a bag for everyone

Esther’s Circle $118

Mordechai’s Helpers $36

Hamentashen $18

Mishloach Manot
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BROTHERHOODBROTHERHOOD
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The TAS Brotherhood is planning the following upcoming events so please mark your
calendars and register to attend!! 

3/16 - 8:00pm Comedy Night - if you have not already signed up please do so right now.
It’s going to be an hysterical evening!!!!

3/30 - 8:00pm TAS Dance Party featuring “Flashback” with Tom Bivone. Join us as we
dance the night away to music that we all love from the 60’s 70’s 80’s & 90’s. This is going
to be an awesome night out!!!!

Please watch the announcements for a Wednesday 7:00pm Introduction to Tai Chi class
conducted by our member Paul Shansky. 

Please send an email to brotherhood@avodatshalom.net letting us know you are interested
so we can determine class size. 

Thank you, 
Mike E.

mailto:brotherhood@avodatshalom.net


BYOB & 
KOSHER-STYLE SNACKS
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Dear Fellow Congregants,

The Committee is committed to building a stronger, more vibrant Reform Jewish Community that
includes and maintains our TAS traditions and memories. We believe a merger with KD is the best
and possibly only way forward. If you would like background on how the demographics in our area
have changed, we suggest that you start by reading Rabbi Jim’s February bulletin message. 

In this letter, we will address what we learned from our congregational listening sessions and then
discuss some basic terms of the proposed merger, focusing on the buildings and the financial
aspects. As always, if you have any questions about this email or the proposed merger, please
contact any of the Committee members or email us at futureoftas@avodatshalom.net. 

As you know, we recently held two congregational listening sessions to understand your concerns,
fears and worries about the potential merger. The Committee has taken everything said with great
seriousness and understanding. While we share many of your fears and worries, we have been
thinking strategically about the long-term vibrancy of the TAS community for more than a decade.
Discussions about our future have been discussed both inside and outside the Board of Trustees for
all those years. We acknowledge that most congregants have not been immersed in such strategic
thinking, and for many of you, our current discussions are a deep shock. We also acknowledge that
some members have different views about our path forward. We know change is hard but, we
believe that if we can reach an acceptable agreement, a merger with KD is our best hope to thrive.

Some of the biggest fears we heard are that KD members are “not like us.” Many of you questioned
why they do not come visit us. Will we be welcome at their events? Will we have any control of our
future? Why isn’t everything resolved now before we merge? We cannot address all these fears;
however, there are ways around them. We – KD and TAS members – are all members of the
Reform Jewish Bergen County world. We are more alike than we are different. Many of us have
friends who are KD members. The best way to get to know KD members is to meet them. Here are a
few ways to do that:

We have scheduled joint religious and social events with KD. The first one is the March 23rd
Meet and Greet at The Cornerstone in Hillsdale; please see the flyer in the March Bulletin. There
is no agenda for this event other than to relax in a fun speakeasy-like atmosphere. Grab a few
TAS friends and go over, even if you can only stay for part of it.
There are other joint events scheduled – again, see the flyer in the March Bulletin- including:

Shabbat Evening Services just prior to Purim on March 22nd will be in TAS’s sanctuary led
jointly by the clergy from both synagogues.
KD is holding its community Seder on Tuesday, April 23rd. This is an opportunity to start a
new joint tradition. Please consider attending if you do not have a Seder planned for that
night.

Letter from the 
Future of TAS Committee
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Attend Shabbat Services at KD. You will be welcomed and you will find yourself at a very
familiar service. We know that there is some discomfort with the 6:30 start time and it is difficult
for some of you to get there. There has never been a time at any Reform synagogue that is
acceptable to all members. In fact, it has been an ongoing topic at our own Religious Activity
Committee meetings for years. During the listening sessions, we heard many people express
that the oneg is a source of great enjoyment for them and they believe that KD does not have
an oneg after services. KD does, in fact, have an oneg following their service. We encourage
you to attend their services and oneg, and if you haven’t had dinner yet, invite friends, both KD
and TAS, to the diner afterward to share a meal. No harm ever came from eating dessert first!
Meet Rabbi Noah – he wants to meet all of us. Rabbi Noah has already met many members at
the onegs after our Brotherhood and Sisterhood Services as well as at our Thursday Torah
study lunch. Email futureoftas@avodatshalom.net in the next couple of weeks to join an
informal house meeting.
Peek in on Sunday mornings at the KD Religious School and see the excitement in the air or
ask Rabbi Noah to give you a tour of the KD building (call ahead please).

KD has included all of our larger events in their weekly emails, including Comedy Night on March
16th and the Dance Party on March 30th. We hope that some of them will join us; however, we
should not be disappointed if few KD members attend. We are including a link to KD’s website in
our weekly announcements. We strongly encourage you to look at their variety of events. Like
TAS, they have a lot of activities going on. If something appeals to you, check it out. Some of us
have been going to some of their events, but also not in great numbers. We know that it is hard to
walk into a new space, and that applies to both sides. This is why the joint events are so important.
So, invite people to join you, whether from TAS or KD.

These events are only the beginning. If we do merge, much of the first year after the merger will be
focused on building a stronger and even more vibrant Reform Jewish community based within Kol
Dorot.

We would also like to address some other, more structural, concerns that were expressed by some
members. 

There have been a lot of rumors. As Dave reminded us all, the only way to get a true answer, that
is not a rumor, is to speak to one of us on the Committee.

There were many questions about the two buildings. We all love our building for so many reasons.
The history of the current KD building and why it was chosen can be discussed at another time. We
(and many of them) are aware of the size limitations; however, that building works for them most of
the time right now. They have poured a lot of time, money and effort into it. Yet when KD people
walk into our building, they smile and feel welcomed into a warm, specifically Jewish space. There
is absolutely no plan, either by anyone at KD or TAS, to sell either building. Both offer benefits to
the combined community. Further, our building is self-sustaining, because of our rentals and the
amazing work done by the Administration Committee of the Board of Trustees in paring down our
building expenses. We were told that some at KD were concerned that our building would be a
financial drain on the combined entity. They were pleased to learn otherwise, and have expressed
ways that our building would be used if the communities are to combine.

March 2024 • Page 11

mailto:futureoftas@avodatshalom.net


What is the plan for the next several years? One of the agreed points in the proposed merger is that
we will be gathering metrics about the uses of each building through June 30, 2026, expected to be
about 18 months of the merged use. But that does not mean that there is a scheme to sell the TAS
building on July 1, 2026. The TAS and KD negotiators believe that unless there is a significant
increase in membership over those two years, a major disaster at either building or some other
unknown reason, neither building will be sold so quickly. Any decision about the future of either
building will be made at the appropriate time by the Board of Trustees and Congregation based on
the best interests of all members.

At the time of this letter, we are still negotiating representation on the KD Board of Trustees. We
know that a legacy TAS person will be a co-financial vice president at least through June 30, 2027;
we have not finalized the rest of the representation. We know this is a major open issue.

At the congregational listening sessions, two issues kept repeating:

In various ways, people want a financial incentive to join KD and/or a financial benefit from the sale
of the TAS building. Let us explain why we are absolutely against both. These explanations are
predicated on building community and not divisiveness. 

Our expectation is that the dues structures for KD and TAS will be aligned for the 2024-2025 fiscal
year starting July 1, 2024, so that no one will see any financial advantage in joining one
congregation over another. However, we note that if we were to adopt KD’s dues structure, seniors
would receive a break. We also intend, to the extent possible, to keep dues relatively flat for 2024-
2025. There would be no financial offset (other than through the standard dues relief process)
available to offer reduced dues to TAS members. But way more importantly, we believe all our
connections to TAS and a combined synagogue are founded in community and our religious and
spiritual connections. Every one of us could find an alternative use for our dues but we choose each
other when we pay our dues. 

We know that people have pointed to our unification with Temple Avoda, when free dues were
offered for a period of time to their members who joined TAS. In that unification, there actually was a
large sum of money that came over to us in the agreement. However, hindsight is 20/20. With all due
respect to the committee that worked on that agreement, we believe that those “free dues” did not
work in the best interest of the larger community. They did not cause the members to stay with us –
most left at the end of the “free” period. We believe that those funds could have been put to better
use for the community as a whole. 

We also do not believe that legacy TAS members should receive any financial consideration upon
any potential sale of the TAS building on or after July 1, 2026. We know that it will be the work of all
of us to develop a “KD mindset” for the TAS members following the merger but that is a critical goal
of the merger. Providing any dues benefit at that point only to legacy TAS members would be
divisive. Also, it would need to be reciprocal. How would legacy TAS members feel about KD people
getting free dues if the KD building were sold?
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If we were to sell both buildings at the same time, which we think would happen only if we needed
a new building, the funds would be needed for the new building.

If we were to sell only the TAS building, think about what the funds could be used for to benefit the
entire community. Only a few ideas would be hiring a full-time youth director, offsetting clergy
salaries, improving our religious school, and endowing speakerships and other meaningful events.

Another point that was raised was the possibility of having a veto on the sale of the TAS building.
We discussed a few alternatives with KD, including a separate vote of the legacy TAS members at
the time of the vote (if held by a specific date) if there were a specified number of legacy TAS
members remaining and voting. Ultimately, we decided that, in light of our focus on community and
unity and that any vote to sell a building would require a 2/3 vote of the entire membership, it would
not be right to give a likely small number of TAS legacy members a veto over the congregation’s
overwhelming vote. 

As noted earlier, we are still negotiating with KD. Our intention is to reach a final agreement by the
end of March and to begin a new round of presentations of the terms with TAS members to discuss
the terms and the process going forward. One of the principles of the TAS leadership has always
been transparency; we have not and will not hide anything from the membership about the process.

We intend to have several committees identified in the merger agreement, including one to develop
and analyze the metrics of the buildings’ uses; one to determine how to preserve the TAS heritage
and to welcome KD into our building; and a general transition committee to plan events, including
the actual merger event. We want your involvement – if we ask you to be on a committee, please
say Hineini. 

If you have any questions about this email or the proposed merger, please contact any of the
Committee members or email us at futureoftas@avodatshalom.net. 

Nilene R. Evans and Audrey R. Rosenblatt
Co-Chairs

David Sloves
President

Michael Edelstein, Jane Gaffin, Marc Herrmann, Phil Lurie
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Friday 
Dinner, Shabbat Service, Megillah Reading and Purim Spiel - River Edge 
Saturday 
Teen carnival set up - River Edge
Adult party at The Cornerstone Restaurant & Bar, Hillsdale, NJ
Sunday
Purim Carnival - River Edge

MAR

MAY

JUN

22-
24 
APR
23

TBD

11

PURIM WEEKEND

ISRAEL CELEBRATION
AND COMMEMORATION

EREV SHAVUOT

PASSOVER
Community-wide Seder - Oradell

Join us for a choice of learning sessions plus
dinner -  location TBD

UPCOMING EVENTS
 KD & TAS

avodatshalom.net|koldorot.org

SPRING 2024
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PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE HERE

DANIEL TIRADO ROBIN FOX

385 Howland Ave •  River Edge, NJ

brotherhood@avodatshalom.net               www.avodatshalom.net    

JOE LARSON

DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM, SHOW STARTS AT 8 PM

TAS BROTHERHOOD 

FEATURING

WITH ADVANCE PURCHASE: 
TAS/KOL DOROT MEMBERS $40 | NON-MEMBERS $45 

$50 DAY OF THE EVENT

TAS BROTHERHOOD WELCOMES THE KOL DOROT COMMUNITY
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TAI CHI
COMING SPRING 2024 TO TAS

Join us to learn a short form of Tai.  Some of the basic energies will
be taught along with an introduction to Clear push (or touch) hands.

10 CLASS SESSION- $100/MEMBERS •  $150/NON MEMBERS

Paul Shansky
Paul Shansky, Associate Instructor for New Jersey Tai Chi, has been certified by Master Clear
in Tai Chi, Push Hands, Fa Kung Healing and Qigong. Paul has a long history of training in
numerous martial disciplines. Paul began with the external hard style of Ishinryu Karate and
has transitioned to internal martial arts for both health and martial applications.

WEDNESDAYS 7:00PM - 8:00PM

Click HERE for more information

FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS
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Tikkun Olam
Making the world a better place

March 2024 • Page 18



March 2024 • Page 19

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not
free to desist from it either." Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21

http://vote.nj.gov/
http://vote.nj.gov/
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net


Transgender, Gender Diverse, Gender Expansive
and Non-Binary & Questioning

 Youth Support Group (Ages 12-18)

Youth will be helped to find their true selves wherever they are in

their journey. Participants will get needed support, share

information, and meet understanding friends. Participants will also

learn how to navigate school, family and social relationships while

building self-esteem and confidence.

Meeting Dates: 
March 2, March 16, March 30, April 13, April 27, May 11, 

May 25, and June 8

Meeting Time: 
Saturday, 11:00am–12:30pm

Location:
 852 Kinderkamack Road,

Second Floor, River Edge, NJ

Cost: 
Free, though preregistration

is required

Contact: 
201-885-3522
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MONTHLY SHABBAT MORNING 
LIBRARY MINYAN & LUNCH

March 9th: Informal lunch with members of KD Ritual
Committee

April 13th: Special guest, Rabbi Neal Borovitz will speak
about his February Service Trip to Israel with a Young
Judea Volunteer group. 

No charge for lunch but RSVP is necessary.
RSVP:

For 3/9 lunch: by Monday, March 4th, 10:00 am. 
For 4/13 lunch: by Monday, April 8th, 10:00 am. 

administrator@avodatshalom.net
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avodatshalom.netCall : 201-489-2463 info@avodatshalom.net

FEEDING THE
HUNGRY

Giving a helping hand to people
in need in our community

URGENT APPEAL
 FUNDS  CRITICALLY LOW

Please Donate

Donate at avodatshalom.net
or

send a check to the TAS office
 and put “Feeding the Hungry” in

the memo

Donate TodayA $36 donation can provide seven hot meals.

A $100 donation can help replenish our
essential supplies and ingredients.

A $1000 donation can sponsor an entire
night's meal service for 200 individuals.

TAS
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URGENT CALL TO ACTION:

The ten days from Rosh Hashanah through Yom Kippur give us the opportunity to reflect on the past year and
consider the next. As we celebrate together and break our fasts, we should also be reminded of the
importance of tikkun olam- the essential duty to heal the world and lend a hand to those in need.  

As you are already familiar, the Avodat Shalom community has been generously providing hot, nutritious
dinners monthly at the Bergen County Human Services Center in Hackensack through our Feeding the Hungry
program. This year, however, we find ourselves facing unprecedented challenges, and we are in desperate
need of your support. 

The Feeding the Hungry Fund has only enough funds for 3 more months of dinner services. Our neighbors are
struggling more than ever before to make ends meet, and the demand for meals has reached staggering
heights. The number of hot meals served nightly at the shelter has surged from an average of 130 to over 200.
Coupled with the skyrocketing costs of food, our resources are stretched thin, and we are on the brink of a
critical financial shortfall that threatens our mission.

This Yom Kippur, we implore you to stand with us in solidarity to ensure that we can continue providing for
those who rely on us. Your generous contribution will make a profound impact:

Every contribution, regardless of its size, is invaluable. Your support will empower us to continue delivering
sustenance and hope to our neighbors in need.

To make a secure online donation, please visit www.avodatshalom.net and select "Make a Donation" from the
"Support Us" tab at the top. Ensure that you designate your contribution as "Social Action Fund - Feeding the
Hungry." Alternatively, you can send a check payable to Temple Avodat Shalom with "Feeding the Hungry" in
the memo. Rest assured that your donation is tax-deductible, and we will provide a receipt for your records.
100% of the donations go directly to the costs of buying, cooking and distributing meals to those most in need
within our community.

As we gather with our loved ones to celebrate the Jewish New Year, let us remember the significance of giving
back and making a profound difference in the lives of those less fortunate. Your generosity will not only
nourish the hungry but also illuminate the lives of those who are struggling. We extend our heartfelt gratitude
for your continued support of the Feeding the Hungry program.

May you be inscribed for a good year, and may this year bring blessings, unity, and a brighter future for us all.

With deepest appreciation,
Brett Norton and Andy Katz

TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM
201-489-2463

avodatshalom.net
385 Howland Ave • RIver Edge, NJ 07661

A $36 donation can provide seven hot meals.

A $100 donation can help replenish our essential supplies and ingredients.

A $1000 donation can sponsor an entire night's meal service for 200 individuals.

URGENT APPEAL
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WAYS AND MEANS
COMMITTEE ON:

The 2024 Awards event will be celebrated on Friday evening, June 7th, beginning with
heartfelt presentations during the Shabbat service, and continuing during a glorious Oneg.
This year’s Ruth and Lawrence Shavelson Community Service Award is being given,
posthumously, to Steve Joffe Z”L. The Barbara King Hineni Award is being presented to Phil
Lurie. 

It promises to be a meaningful celebration, with an Award Journal to be enjoyed.
 
Wishing everyone a warm and joyous spring,
Sharon and Peggy

Mazel Tov
To the Loschiavo Family on the 

Bar Mitzvah of James
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At TAS, every family member unit has a $180 yearly Gift Card
obligation (this will vary for some members). We have partnered with
RaiseRight to offer you the gift cards you are most likely to find
useful. 

It's never been easier to create opportunities for what matters most to
you. No extra money spent. No extra time wasted. 

How it works:
Buy gift cards at full value from 750+ brands. Pick from eGift
cards and physical gift cards. 
Each brand offers different donation amounts that they will pay to
TAS, up to 20% of your purchase price.
Use gift cards at full value for your everyday purchases.
Watch your fundraising account grow throughout the year, thanks
to the brands that give back to support your community! 

For example, you purchase a $100 Macy’s gift card from RaiseRight,
online or through their app. Your Gift Card Obligation is reduced by
$10.00 (10%). You now have a $100 gift card to spend at Macy’s and
your $180 obligation is reduced to $170. One vacation paid for with a
gift card you purchase might be enough to pay the entire obligation!
You won’t believe the selection of participating stores and
restaurants!

Get started today!

Create a free fundraising account on the RaiseRight mobile app or at
RaiseRight.com.
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Temple Avodat Shalom
Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52
For further questions - email us: giftcard@avodatshalom.net  
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T   A   S

R.O.M.E.O.
                                                              
Wherefore art thou??

No, not the Shakespearean Romeo...

Retired Old Men Eating Out!!

At least, pre-COVID, we ate out.  Now, every
Thursday morning we meet either in Van Saun
Park or at the temple, depending on the
weather. 

Care to join us?  We discuss politics, sports,
music, news, cryptocurrency and whatever
else someone brings up.

Contact Len Lawton or Dave Greenfield for
more information or send an email to
romeo@avodatshalom.net.
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Do you or another member of Temple Avodat Shalom need a little assistance? The
Caring Committee is here to help. If you or another member are recovering from
surgery or dealing with another medical issue, have recently lost a loved one, are
unable to get to synagogue for services, religious school, or other synagogue events,
need help shopping or many others tasks, let us know so we can try to help. Contact
the Caring Committee at: caring@avodatshalom.net. If you are willing and able to
help another congregant when they need a little help, please contact
Caring@AvodatShalom.Net as well. Together, we make our community stronger by
making it a Kehilla Kedosha - a holy community.

Why should Romeo have all the fun?
A retired girl's gotta eat too!

We "R" J.U.L.I.E.T.
R=Retired

Just Us Ladies Interested in
Eating and Talking

We will get together monthly for
lunch and conversation.

Interested in joining us? Contact
Audrey Rosenblatt or send an email

to juliet@avodatshalom.net

J.U.L.I.E.T.

mailto:romeo@avodatshalom.net
mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net
mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net
mailto:juliet@avodatshalom.net


SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AND A PAID
UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/23 IN ORDER FOR YOUR CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE

FOR A SCHOLARSHIP

One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and
enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community

Date:

Parent Name:

Child Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________

OR

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________

Total Cost of Program ___________________________
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Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and
program(s). ____________________________________________

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side
of this application or attach a separate sheet.)

Scholarship Rules:

Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.      
Sisterhood dues MUST have been paid by 12/31 of academic year.

1.

All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start2.
      of the Jewish experience.
   3.NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however 
      preference is given to first time applicants.
   4.Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one
      time award per individual experience.
   5.Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first 
      time applicants.
   6.Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple 
      activity to share their experience.

Parent Signature:

Student Signature:

*Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such
as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention.

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net
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The congregation extends deepest sympathy
 to the families of:
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זיכרונו לברכה
May their memory be for a blessing

Judith Fox Z"L, lovingly remembered by her sister-in-law and brother-in-law
Barbara and Tony Luciano, her husband David, her sons Matthew and Jacob
(Eleanor), her grandson Teddy, and her mother Miriam Sigel (Rabbi Louis Sigel
Z"L).

When asked what TAS means to our
congregants, many of our congregants

say “family” or “home.” That is a
wonderful thing for our temple

community!

If you consider TAS to be part of your
family, if you consider TAS to be a

home away from home, perhaps you
would consider leaving a part of your
future estate to TAS. Is there a better

place to leave your legacy than to your
family, to improve your home?

Please call the Temple office to learn
more about how to include the Temple
as one of the beneficiaries of your Will,
retirement plan, life insurance or IRA.

Did you know that TAS has
graves available for sale
to its members? Graves
are available in numbers

from single graves up to 8
and 12 grave plots. The

graves are located in our
property at Cedar Park –
Beth El Cemetery. If you
are interested or want

more information, contact
Barbara King,

bmking64@optonline.net
or 201-843-0785.

Add a Gift for the Future of
TAS

mailto:bmking64@optonline.net


The congregation extends deepest sympathy
 to the families of:

זיכרונו לברכה
May their memory be for a blessing

Dr. Neil Massoth Z"L, lovingly remembered by his wife, Joyce, his sister Joan,
his daughter Penny (Ira), his son Craig (Pnina) and his grandchildren Arielle,
Julia, Aaron, Nati and Shoshi.

March 10, 2024 • Set your clock ahead!

See info sheet on next page
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The Bergen County Transportation
Services is now providing a free
Easy Ride service:

call 201-368-5955 to register  
two weeks notice IS REQUIRED
Contact Nicole

Spring
Forward



 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 
COUNTY OF BERGEN

DIVISION ON DISABILITY SERVICES 
One Bergen County Plaza • 2nd Floor • Hackensack, NJ 07601-7076

(201) 336-6500 • TTY (201) 336-6505 • FAX (201) 336-6510 
James J. Tedesco III
County Executive 

Melissa H. DeBartolo, Esq.
Department Director 

Anika S. Davis, Ed.S. 
Division Director

 

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES PROGRAM (PASP) FACT SHEET 

 
Eligible applicants must: 

 
Who will administer this program? 
The PASP for Bergen County and Hudson County is administered through the Bergen County Division of Disability with oversight
and funding provided by the State of New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Disability Services. 

 
What is the Personal Assistance Services Program? 
The Personal Assistance Services Program, (PASP) provides routine, non-medical personal care assistance to adults with permanent
physical disabilities, who are 18 years of age or older, who are employed, preparing for employment, attending school or involved in
community volunteer work and who are able to self- direct and supervise their own services. The goal of this program is to support
individuals with physical disability so that they may remain active participants in their community. The PASP offers participants choice,
flexibility, control, and the opportunity to manage their own personal care services. 

Here’s how the PASP works: 
A needs assessment is conducted to determine the number of hours a participant will receive. The hours are then converted to a  
monthly budget. With assistance from the County Coordinator, participants develop a cash management plan (CMP) outlining exactly
how their monthly budgets will be spent. The CMP includes details such as who they will hire, what services will be provided and what
rates each worker will be paid. A fiscal intermediary services organization then distributes the monthly budget to purchase services as
identified in the CMP. 
What are Personal Assistant Services and who provides them? 
Personal assistants are individuals with training or related experience in providing in-home services, who directly assist a person  with a
disability in carrying out routine non-medical tasks. Such as bathing, dressing, transfer to a wheelchair, meal preparation, laundry,
shopping, household management, and transportation. On the other hand, the PASP participants can choose to hire friends, neighbors,
family, independent employees or agency services. 
What is the financial eligibility criterion? 

For further information on the Bergen/Hudson PASP, please contact:
Liliana Zorrilla, PASP County Coordinator (201)336-6508 

Anna Alpine, PASP Assistant County Coordinator (201) 336 6502 
TTY (201) 336-6505 

Individuals who have Medicaid or who may qualify for Medicaid are not eligible for the PASP program. 
Individuals who qualify under the current Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) guidelines receive the services at no cost.
Those with incomes in excess of those guidelines are expected to contribute toward the cost of their services based on a
sliding scale (Cost- Share). 

Reside in New Jersey 
Have a permanent physical disability and require assistance with activities of daily living 
be 18 years of age or older 
live in the community 
be capable of directing and supervising their own services 
be employed, preparing for employment through a vocational training program, in school, or actively volunteering in the
community for a minimum of 20 hours per month. 
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The cutoff date for all
donations to be listed
in the Bulletin is the
25th of each month;

otherwise they will be
listed in the following

month’s bulletin
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GENERAL FUND
Donations to the General Fund
support all activities of the Temple
JAN & STEVE Z"L JOFFE
The $18 Per Month Pledge
BARBARA MANCHE
To Angela Levitan & Family in memory of Fred
LENORE & RUBIN LERER
ILENE & LEW SOLOMON
Mazel Tov to Ellen & Neal Litinger on their
50th wedding anniversary
JOYCE MASSOTH
Mazel Tov to Carol Berdy on her special
birthday
LENORE & RUBIN LERER
LINDA GOULD
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN
MARY & RICHARD LURIE
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT
To Barbara & Tony Luciano in memory of
Judith Fox
SONDRA & JACK PHILLIPS
To Bobbie Braff in memory of Fred Braff

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE

MISHKAN T’FILAH PRAYER BOOK

SOCIAL ACTION – FEEDING THE HUNGRY
LINDA GOULD
To Gerry Sapin & Family in memory of Sonya
Sapin
DALE & STEVE COHEN
Mazel Tov to Sid Schnall on the birth of his
great granddaughter Nell Sienna
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN
BARBARA & JERRY MARKOWITZ
To Barbara & Tony Luciano in memory of
Judith Fox

SISTERHOOD
To Barbara & Tony Luciano in memory of
Judith Fox
To David Fox in memory of Judith Fox
MARY & HOWARD ADLER
JOAN & LAWRENCE TAUB
MARY & RICHARD LURIE

SOCIAL ACTION – TIKKUN OLAM

MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH

SOCIAL JUSTICE

ADULT EDUCATION

THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND

YOUTH GROUP
SID SCHNALL
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN

YAHRZEIT FUND
LORI & JOHN DAUGHERTY
In memory of Ruben Goldstein
JOAN & GUNTER HECHT
In memory of Hugo Hecht
JEANNE BUESSER
In memory of Bertha Freeman
In memory of Ann Fine
In memory of Barbara Yeterian
In memory of Joanne Bastante-Howard
ILENE & LEW SOLOMON
In memory of Shirley Levy

CANTOR MARIA'S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
MICHAEL, BARBARA & CARRIE LUBIN
Thank you for making Ilana’s special day so
memorable
ANGELA LEVITAN
Thank you
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RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
PHYLLIS & MARTY ROTH
Thank you
MICHAEL, BARBARA & CARRIE LUBIN
Thank you for making Ilana’s special day so
memorable

EDUCATOR DISCRETIONARY FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SISTERHOOD

BROTHERHOOD

A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CANTOR’S MUSIC PROGRAMMING

CARING COMMITTEE

SHAVELSON FUND
To subsidize teen and young adult participation
in Jewish leadership programming

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE

MITZVAH WALK BRICK

TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
For the care and maintenance of our Torah
scrolls

CHILDREN’S LIBRARY

YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS/PLEDGES

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND
Our deepest condolences to BARBARA AND
TONY LUCIANO on the recent passing of their
sister-in-law JUDITH FOX

ETERNAL LIGHTS
CAROL BERDY

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
NANCY DAVIDOFF
BROTHERHOOD

Library Fund 
Mishkan T’filah Youth 
Torah Commentary 
Torah Restoration 
Simcha Tree of Life 
Lapidos Tree of Life 
Mitzvah Walk Brick 

$18
$36
$90
$180
$180
$250
$360

A REMINDER: Donations to Temple Avodat Shalom's
Funds may be made, by phone or mail, in honor of
someone, in memory of someone, or "just because." A
beautiful card of acknowledgment will be mailed to the
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon receipt of
the minimum donation minimum of $10. However, certain
specific Funds require higher minimums, as follows:
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