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Inside this issue...
January calendar on page 26.
For up-to-date Temple information:
 Check the Temple website: www.avodatshalom.net
 Receive weekly announcements by e-mail – send your updated address to administrator@avodatshalom.net
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Upcoming Events
January 2nd…

FROM RABBI JIM STOLOFF …

January 30th…

Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

2021: The Year of the Vaccine

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
January 31st…
Religious School

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
January 3rd…
Religious School
January 4th…
Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm
January 5th…
Book of Samuel, 9:30 am
Sisterhood Book Club, 7:30 pm
January 6th…
Religious School / TASTE
Sisterhood Board, 7:00 pm
January 7th…
Torah Study @ Noon
January 8th…
Family Shabbat Services,
7 pm
January 9th…
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Grades 3 & 4 Family Program
January 10th…
Religious School
January 11th…
Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm
January 12th
Book of Samuel, 9:30 am
January 13th…
Religious School / TASTE
January 14th…
Torah Study @ Noon
January 15th…
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm
January 16th
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
January 17th
Religious School
January 18th…
M L KING BIRTHDAY
January 19th…
Book of Samuel, 9:30 am
AS Board, 7:00 pm
January 20th…
Religious School / TASTE
January 21st…
Torah Study @ Noon
January 22nd...
Brotherhood Shabbat Services,
7:00 pm
January 23rd
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Virtual Talent Show, 7:00 pm
January 24th
Religious School
Purim Bag Sale begins
January 26th…
Book of Samuel, 9:30 am
January 27th…
Religious School / TASTE
January 28th…
TU B”SHEVAT
Torah Study @ Noon
Community Tu B’shevat, 7 pm
January 29th…
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm

Just like wearing mask is Jewish (pikuach nefesh /
preservation of life) and protects others just as much as
yourself, so too is getting the vaccine. It protects our loved
ones, people we interact with, people we will never even
meet, and of course, ourselves.
To be clear: getting a COVID-19 vaccine is the Jewish
thing to do in 2021. The vaccines are safe, they keep us
and others safe, and unless you have specific medical
conditions for which your doctor advises you not to, there
is no reason not to get it. At the same time, there are
major reasons to get the vaccine as soon as we are able:
Medically, socially, and Jewishly.
Medically, for the vast, vast majority of people there is
no reason not to get a Coronavirus vaccine, and every
reason to get one. Seriously, it is only younger kids,
pregnant women, and about 7% of US adults (mostly the
immunocompromised) who have a medical reason not to
take the vaccine. And these people, who are our friends,
family, and members of the congregation, are among
those we are protecting by taking the vaccine ourselves.
Taking the vaccines honors the work of scientists,
doctors, and the tens of thousands of people who
participated in the clinical trials for these vaccines. Taking
the vaccine also supports the many state and national
government officials, as well as the FDA, who chose not
to play politics with our health, safety, and lives. The
vaccine is what will take us from the generation that
suffered through COVID-19 to the generation that
mitigated the worst of COVID-19 and did not leave it as an
ongoing crisis for future generations. And even if we are
one of the very, very few who suffer from negative side
effects from the vaccine, that is better than actually having
COVID-19 and passing on a deadly virus to strangers and
loved ones alike.
Socially...I don’t even think this needs saying but...don’t
you miss it? Socializing? Birthdays, weddings, B’nai
Mitzvah, holiday parties, and all the rest of it….going out
to eat, to the movies, to the mall...just hanging out with
other people...we could have it all back...if we all get the
vaccine. We could have it all. Even something as simple
as shopping for food without a mask and without fear of
risking our lives to buy eggs will be a moment to relish. If
national and statewide distribution can be effective (sorry,
that part of this process would be a whole different article)
and 70-80% of us take the vaccine in the next six months,
you will be able to invite anyone you want to 4th of July.
Even our elders can get in on the action. BBQ for
everyone!
Jewishly...well, honestly, it's just a combination of the
first two. Jewishly, we are obligated to preserve and save
life wherever possible. This is why there are so many
Jewish figures in the history of medical and health science,
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it lives out the Jewish values of tikkun olam (repairing the world) and pikuach nefesh (preservation of life) and
bikkur cholim (caring for the sick) and r’fuah shleimah (complete healing), and it made their Jewish mother’s
happy since they became a doctor. Everyone wins! But also, Judaism is about community. From socializing
just to be together and have a good time, to services, to supporting each other in times of loss, we are
obligated to be there with each other in person, together. We have all been doing our best with online options,
but as we all know, it is not the same. We have grandparents to hug, babies to kiss, and way too many friends
to catch up with. But when and if we can do so safely all comes down to each and every one of us getting
vaccinated.
Now it pains me that I must address the elephant in the room on this subject. There are many lies and
mistruths circulating about the vaccines in the news, in social media, and even in the Jewish community.
Cantor Maria and I have already been targeted directly with lying conspiracy campaigns intending to trick or
beguile us into misleading our congregation about the vaccines. We must each do our best to shut down all
such attempts to spread incorrect information about the crucial work of getting our country vaccinated. If you
have any questions on this or any aspect of COVID-19 vaccinations, please contact me directly and I can even
put you in touch with experts in the field.
So, for the oneg, for the 4th of July parties, and for the lives of our elders, let’s get Temple Avodat Shalom,
our state, and our country vaccinated in 2021!
Rabbi Jim

FROM THE PRESIDENT
As we say goodbye to 2020 (good riddance!) we start to look forward to a better
year in 2021.
I believe that we, as a TAS community made the best of a tough year. We
transitioned from seeing each other in person to seeing each other online in the best
way we knew how to. I want to thank everyone who was involved in helping to keep
our community together spiritually throughout this past year, especially our clergy, our
tech committee, our office staff, and our roadies. You all know who you are. We could not have done it without
all of you. I look forward to seeing everyone in person as soon as we can. We have already started our
conversations on how we will be able to do that once it’s feasible.
We have not, and hopefully never will, lose the spiritual connection that the founders of our community
created. We continue to be the open, warm community that they created.
One last note. As you are all aware, the year-end challenge is one of our largest fundraisers. This year, we
focused on Joseph’s Coat of Colors. We were attempting to raise $20,000 to help defer some of our costs. If
you have not made your donation yet, please consider doing so now. Give any amount you are comfortable
with. I know it is past the end of the year, but it is not too late to help. You can go online and make your
donation, or stop in the office with a check.
Wishing you all a Happy, and most importantly, a Healthy New Year from Ellen, Stephanie, Josh, Jake, and
me.
Steve

FROM THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR
I was scrolling through Instagram when I found a post from Dr. Rachel Millner that said the
following:
“If you’re going to make a resolution this year, make one that means there will be more of
you - not less of you. Make one that moves you closer to your truth - not further from it. Make
one that is full of permission. Full of compassion. Full of gentleness. Full of love. Make one that
celebrates your wholeness, your expansiveness. Make one that honors your most authentic
self.”
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Inspired by that guidance, I’d like to suggest the following Religious School Resolutions:
● We will be fully present in learning, whether that be in class, T’filah, or Jewish experiences at home
or elsewhere.
● We will explore all that Jewish wisdom has to offer, embracing that with which we find meaningful
connection, and questioning that with which we do not.
● We will give ourselves permission to acknowledge our hard days. Yes, we even give ourselves
permission to miss Religious School that one time when it may just be too much.
● We will forgive ourselves for those days when we make mistakes, when we forget to log in, or for
when we just can’t seem to get the technology to cooperate. And we forgive others for the same.
● We will celebrate our accomplishments - a new letter or prayer learned, a new realization in our own
Jewish understanding, an enjoyable moment connecting with peers and teachers about a topic that
is totally unrelated to the class material.
● We will bring our joy, our enthusiasm, and our commitment to our Jewish learning, Jewish living,
and Jewish selves, and those of each individual in our community.
As Rabbi Tarfon teaches, Lo alecha hamlacha ligmor v’lo atah ben chorin l’hibatel mimena - You are not
required to complete the work, but neither are you free to ignore it.
May this be our Religious School Resolution.
Mikah Atkind, MAJE/MAJNM

The Temple Avodat Shalom Brotherhood recently held a virtual cocktail hour.
During this event, among other amazing conversations, we held a contest to
name the various types of cocktail glasses used for different beverages. Longtime
brotherhood member, Mr. Len Lawton was able to identify more of the cocktail glasses
than any other brotherhood member in attendance. We are certain that he was not using Google search or any
other search engine in the privacy of his home to help identify them. Therefore he wins a prize to be awarded
at a future date. Perhaps a lifetime board position on the brotherhood? Haha!!
We are looking forward to our annual Brotherhood Friday night Shabbat service on January 22 at 7 PM. All
brotherhood members who would like to participate please let David Greenfield know as soon as possible. We
thank David very much for organizing this event and we look forward to a wonderful & meaningful virtual
service.
Also, please save the date: Saturday night January 23rd at 7 PM for our first and hopefully only, Virtual TAS
Talent Show. If you are courageous enough to submit something for the talent show, please contact Andy Lieb
who is coordinating all of the performances of five minutes or less. Either pre-recorded or live via the zoom
spotlight feature. Rabbi Jim with his amazing technical skills, has agreed to host and control the event so we
can spotlight individuals at the appropriate time.
There has been discussion about possible raffle prizes and other surprises for those attending. Please
watch our Temple announcements and emails for future information. We look forward to all of you participating
and sharing your talents with us.
Please keep your eyes out for our virtual Brotherhood BYO Bagel & Lox Jewpardy breakfast which we
anticipate will be on Sunday, February 7th at about 10:00am. Details to follow.
We are considering many more fun and meaningful events to participate in soon!! We wish everybody a
happy, healthy, successful & safe holiday season and new year.
TAS Brotherhood
Thank you,
Mike E.
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Sisterhood News!
This winter will have great sisterhood events! The January sisterhood book club is reading The Lions of Fifth
Avenue by Fiona Davis. We are meeting on zoom Tuesday January 5th at 7:30 pm to discuss this
book. Sisterhood and brotherhood are hosting a virtual talent show on zoom on Saturday, January 23rd at 7
pm. Sisterhood board meeting is January 6th at 7 pm. Questions, ideas or suggestions, please contact us
at: sisterhood@avodatshalom.net

The Year End Challenge was a resounding success!!…
As of December 29th, we received over $21,600.00. Joseph’s coat is full of
color, and the Pyramids behind him are displaying more names!
Please keep in mind that if you missed the Year End Challenge, or couldn’t make a donation at the time, you
can donate throughout the year… Honor a loved one’s birthday, or an anniversary…
or check out our TAS Wish List !
A great way to show your gratitude for all the hard work our TAS leaders have done through the year of Covid
would be to give something tangible that is needed. You will find a variety of different ways to pay it forward, at
all different levels, and we need your help now more than ever before. Click on the link, or see the written Wish
List in the following pages. Go to the Wish List, select something that speaks to you, and give back to TAS;
you’ll feel really good when you’re done!! https://www.avodatshalom.net/how-can-i-help
We will soon be rolling out our Spring Fling Raffle; We’re very excited about the prizes this year, there
are some familiar items and some NEW and DIFFERENT things, so stay tuned!!
We all need face masks! – TAS face masks are still available for $10 each – they are stretchy and comfy
and since we have to wear masks, we might as well show our TAS spirit! There is a link in the weekly
announcements, or you can go directly to the TAS website to order online. Please see the flyer below for a
picture, description and ordering details.
Keep your eyes peeled for more events and activities to come. It may all look a little different, but
we are still together and still a vibrant Temple Community
Wishing you all a very Happy and Healthy New Year
Lisa and Amy
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Dear Liza and the Temple Avodat Shalom congregation,
There have been many challenges and struggles this past year but you and the
Temple Avodat Shalom congregation have been AMAZING!!! We truly cannot thank
you enough for the incredible, generous and fabulous gifts this year for Flames of
Giving!!! This partnership is one of the highlights of the Flames of Giving Holiday
season and without it we could not provide gifts to all our neighbors in
need. Everyone was so incredibly generous in the gifts provided and it was so
appreciated as the need was so much greater this year than ever before.
It means so much to us that the whole synagogue membership has become
involved including the children, adults and entire families all helping out. Together we bring hope and
happiness to those people who are challenged and struggling during the holidays. The compassion, concern
and generosity of all those at Temple Avodat Shalom who partnered with us during the holiday season is
incredible.
I will be sending you "thank you's" from our partner agencies about the impact of your gifts once the
season wraps up but I wanted to let you know how meaningful and important your thoughtfulness and
donations are to us and especially to the Flames of Giving recipients.
Thank you for your generous spirits and your kind hearts. As our tagline says, "One small gift. Two happy
hearts."
Wishing you all a happy, healthy and hope-filled holiday season. May the kindness, love and light you
bring to others be returned to you tenfold in 2021.
With enormous gratitude and appreciation,
Sari
Sari Gross
Executive Director & Founder
Flames of Giving
flamesofgiving@gmail.com
www.flamesofgiving.com
25 Years of GIVING
1995-2020

Did you know that TAS has graves available for sale to its members? Graves are
available in numbers from single graves up to 8 and 12 grave plots. The graves are
located in our property at Cedar Park – Beth El Cemetery. If you are interested or want
more information, contact Barbara King, bmking64@optonline.net or 201-843-0785.

A Gift for the Future of TAS
When asked what TAS means to our congregants, many of our congregants say “family” or “home.” That is
a wonderful thing for our temple community!
If you consider TAS to be part of your family, if you consider TAS to be a home away from home, perhaps
you would consider leaving a part of your future estate to TAS. Is there a better place to leave your legacy than
to your family, to improve your home?
Please call the Temple office to learn more about how to include the Temple as one of the beneficiaries of
your Will, retirement plan, life insurance or IRA.
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KIPPAH FUNDRAISER
Order Kippot for your special celebration (Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding) through the Temple and
help support our Parents' Association who help fund many of our children's activities.
Call Debra Tester at 201-791-1773 for information.

January birthdays. We wish all of them a Happy Birthday.

Vitali Abiague

Sara Howard

…Sophia Gaffin, Acadia Gremillion, Connor Klein, Benjamin Lewis, Ilana Lubin, Kiran Seligman and
Bailey Wacks …
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THIRTY-SIXTH BOARD OF GOVERNORS
The following members of our Congregation, through their generous support of the Temple (ALL donations count to a total
of $500 or more), comprise the 2019-2020 Honorary Board of Governors. Their names appear on the new scrolls displayed
in our Lobby. Those members whose donations total $1,000 or more, indicated by *, are part of the Shalom Circle. We
thank all our donors.

SUSAN & LAWRENCE ALTMAN *
HELENE & LLOYD ASTMANN
AMY LEDERMAN & MICHAEL AUFRICHTIG
ANN & JEFFREY BAKER
SHELLI & BARRY BALLAN *
LIZA & GARY BARTH
CAROL BERDY *
ELLEN & STEVEN BERMAN
PHYLLIS BESEN
JOYCE & THOMAS BIVONE
LORETTA CARSON
KAREN & DOUGLAS CHARIPPER *
PHYLLIS & NATAN COHEN *
DALE & STEVE COHEN
NAOMI JACOBY COHN *
RUTH & EDWARD COLLIER
PAMELA & MICHAEL EDELSTEIN *
NILENE EVANS *
ROSE KAY BROWNING & BERNARD FAUST
RUTH FEIGENBAUM
PHYLLIS FLEISCH *
RITA & MARTIN FOX
JANE & NEIL GAFFIN
JULIE & HOWARD GLAZER *
GAIL & ERIC GOLDFARB
ELIZABETH & WERNER GOLDSTEIN *
MARIAN ROFFMAN & DAVID GREENFIELD
WENDY & MICHAEL GRINBERG *
BARBARA & KENNETH HABER *
STEPHANIE & BRIAN HARTMAN
NANCY & WARREN HEAPS *
JOAN & GUNTER HECHT *
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN *
CARRIE & JEFFREY JACOBUS *
CHERYL & MARC JAFFE
STEVEN JOFFE *
CASSANDRA & SETH KADESH *
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING *
MICHAEL KRAYN *
BENNET LAPIDUS *
IRIS LAPIDUS *
ELIZABETH & LEONARD LAWTON *
HARRIET & GARY LEVENTHAL *
FRED LEVITAN
GERTRUD LEVY
ANNETTE & ANDY LIEB
ELLEN & NEAL LITINGER *

BARBARA & ANTHONY LUCIANO
MARY & RICHARD LURIE *
ALAN MARCUS *
BARBARA & JERRY MARKOWITZ
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH *
SUSAN & ROBERT MESSER
VICKI & STEPHEN MONALOY *
RENEE & DAVID MORRIS
SUSAN & RICHARD PIKE
ANITA & STUART PLOTKIN
LYNDA McGOWAN & JEFFREY POLLACK
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY
LISA MELTZER-PRESS & BRYAN PRESS
EVELYN REISER
RALPH RICE
LAURIE & JONATHAN ROCHLIN *
LESLIE & STEPHEN ROCHLIN
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT *
SHARON & RUSSELL SAGERMAN
JO ELLEN & ROBERT SCHLOSSBERG *
SIDNEY SCHNALL
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER *
EDWARD SCHULTZ *
BARBRA & ERROL SELTZER *
MICHELLE KAUFMAN & STEVEN SHALIT
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES
BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR *
JOAN & LAWRENCE TAUB *
SUSAN & LOUIS TEICHHOLZ *
DONNA & JOSEPH WALDMAN *
GINEEN & DONALD WEISS *
NANCY & LESLIE WEISS
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Joseph’s Coat of 20,000 Colors
Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2020 Year End Challenge and helped us reach our goal of
more than $20,000. Donations received after 12/29/2020 will be acknowledged in next month’s Bulletin.

Larry & Susan Altman
Alan Ashkinaze & Karen Bonuck
Michael Aufrichtig & Amy Lederman
Jeffrey & Ann Baker
Barry & Shelli Ballan
Gary & Liza Barth
Carol Berdy
Jason & Dawnett Berger
Sondra Berman & Jack Phillips
Steve & Ellen Berman
Phyllis Besen
Brotherhood of TAS
Cantor Maria’s Discretionary Fund
Loretta Carson
Roy & Marcia Caspe
Douglas & Karen Charipper
Steven & Dale Cohen
Lisa & Robert Cohen
Steven Cohen & Lisa Nelson Cohen
Naomi Jacoby Cohen
Michael & Pam Edelstein
Nilene Evans
Bernard Faust & Rose Kay Browning
Phyllis Fleisch
Sheila Friedman
Neil & Jane Gaffin
Adam & Jessica Ginsberg
Howard & Julie Glazer
Werner & Elizabeth Goldstein
Philip & Linda Gould
David Greenfield & Marian Roffman
Sharon Grey
Kenneth & Barbara Haber
Warren & Nancy Heaps
Marc & Patty Herrmann
Jeffrey & Carrie Jacobus
Marc & Cheryl Jaffe
Seth & Cassy Kadesh
Steven & Joan Kaplan

Michael & Barbara King
Len & Liz Lawton
Myron & Cookie Lesh
Fred Levitan
Neal & Ellen Litinger
Tony & Barbara Luciano
Richard & Mary Lurie
Charlotte Magid
Gregg & Dalia Malovany
Philip & Stephanie Mandelbaum
Alan Marcus
Jerry & Barbara Markowitz
Neil & Joyce Massoth
Robert & Susan Messer
Stephen & Vicki Monaloy
Steven & Lissa Moskowitz
Anita Plotkin
Jeffrey Pollack & Lynda McGowan
Marc & Bethlee Potolsky
Vivian Potolsky
Rabbi Jim’s Discretionary Fund
Fred & Gilda Rabinowitz
Jonathan & Laurie Rochlin
Michael & Margot Rosenberg
Joel & Audrey Rosenblatt
Russell & Sharon Sagerman
Steven & Leslie Schifrien
Robert & Linda Schlegel
Stuart & Peggy Schneider
Ed Schultz
Errol & Barbra Seltzer
Sisterhood of TAS
Michael & Barbara Starr
Bonnie Stoloff
Joseph & Ruth Stolz
Lawrence & Joan Taub
Howard & Linda Topper
Stephen & Sheryl Weisbuch
Judith Zimmerman
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TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE

Feeding the Hungry – Since Covid, TAS has sponsored 7 events serving 1,050 guests. Recently, Brett
Norton, with the assistance of Andy Katz, has lowered the cost from $1500 per meal to $500 for the same high
quality hot meal. How many meals can you help sponsor at $3.34 per meal? Can you sponsor an entire
feeding or part of one? If you have any questions please contact Brett by phone, text or email at: 201.310.4791
/ nortonb@gmail.com
Postcards – Since we started the postcard program with the RAC, including the recent postcards sent to
Georgia, more than 35 members plus some friends PLUS our Youth Group sent out more than 4000 postcards
to low propensity voters in states such as Florida, North Carolina, Texas and Georgia.
100% Pledge to Vote – 122 members signed the pledge but we are sure that many more members than that
actually voted.
Examining Racism


On Tuesday, December 15th, 14 people engaged in a lively, personal discussion of implicit bias
grounded in Biased by Jennifer Eberhardt. In response to some attendees’ request, we have
scheduled an informal book discussion of Caste by Isabel Wilkerson, who wrote the Pulitzer Prizewinning The Warmth of Other Suns about the Great Migration. That discussion will be on Tuesday,
February 23d at 730 pm.



Looking Inward First, Tuesday, January 12 and 19 7-8:30 pm
o

To make meaningful change and move toward racial justice, we must begin with ourselves:
understanding the biases we all carry, and how they affect our own lives and our interactions
with other people. Our two-part workshop on Zoom will be led by facilitators from Not in Our
Town Princeton. You must be able to attend both sessions. Please email
justice@avodatshalom.net to register; there is no cost.

o

Not in Our Town Princeton “is a multi-racial, multi-faith group of individuals who stand together
for racial justice and inclusive communities…. to promote the equitable treatment of all, and to
uncover and confront white supremacy — a system which manipulates and pits all races and
ethnicities against each other.” NIOTP has presented these workshops at other synagogues
and organizations in New Jersey. https://niotprinceton.org/
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RAC-NJ – We are strengthening our relationship with RAC-NJ. Its three goals for 2021 are:


A New Jersey-focused civic engagement campaign that will seek to double the voting percentage of our
members from the state-wide average of 39% in the November 2021 elections;



Partnering with other leading social justice organizations to identify and campaign for one or two
meaningful racial and economic justice issues that affect the lives of New Jerseyans; and



Strengthening and engaging congregational teams, which will benefit both RAC-NJ and the
congregations.

TOOT – The Tikkun Olam on Tuesday emails will be coming out generally every other Tuesday. In addition to
discussing our own initiatives, we welcome people to tell us about other organizations that can use our help.
For example, a late December 2020 TOOT highlighted that Meals on Wheels needs drivers. Please email
justice@avodatshalom.net with any programs or organizations that should be highlighted.

For more information about any of these programs, please contact justice@avodatshalom.net.

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not free to desist from it
either." Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21
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TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES & WISH LIST
The decision to make a charitable gift is a wonderful way to express your commitment to Temple Avodat Shalom as a
priority in your life or to honor a loved one or special event.
This list of items that will benefit our temple community will evolve as time goes on. Items range from the large to the
small, as well as group items like Torah Commentaries where one or ten make a difference. Every item and any
amount makes a meaningful addition and is greatly appreciated. There is a lot to choose from, so have fun!
Once you have chosen a "wish" to grant, please contact the Temple office to be guided through the process.
Your name ______________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________
Phone ________________

E-mail _____________________
Return to:

TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM
385 Howland Ave. River Edge
201-489-2463
Rabbi Jim Stoloff
rabbistoloff@avodatshalom.net
Cantor Maria Dubinsky
cantordubinsky@avodatshalom.net
President Steve Berman
president@avodatshalom.net
Amy Lederman/Lisa Cohen
fundraising@avodatshalom.net
Enhancing Worship

□“The Torah: A Women's Commentary” ($36 each)
□Mishkan T’filah siddur ($36 each)
□Sponsor an Oneg in honor, in memory, just because ($200)
□Underwrite High Holy Day babysitting ($600 or $12,000 in perpetuity)
Commemoration

□Sponsor a bench in the outdoor Sanctuary ($72 each)
□Yahrzeit plaque ($180 each)
□Mitzvah Walk brick ($360)
□Tree of Life ($250)
Building

□New podium for the bima ($10,000)
□Comfy schmoozing area for the lobby ($3,000)
□New seating for the Bima ($9,000)
□Additional lighting in the parking lot ($6,000)
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□Snow plowing ($1,000/plowing)
□Landscaping ($400/month)
□Utilities ($2,500/month)
□Roof maintenance ($2,400/year)
Live Streaming

□We now have the ability to live stream our services, study, & programming; impacting our homebound & distant
members & beyond. This happened sooner than expected due to Covid 19. Your donations will help improve and
maintain Livestreaming at TAS
Religious School

□Hebrew School scholarship ($1,200/year or $24,000 in perpetuity)
□Sponsor a student’s B’nai Mitzvah training ($750 for one child)
□Religious School teacher salary ($600/month)
□Sponsor a Religious School class trip ($500)
□Sponsor Religious School programming ($500)
□Sponsor a bus for a Religious School field trip ($500)
Youth

□Support our teens’ annual Midnight Run ($72)
□Sponsor the Youth Group’s annual Purim Carnival ($2,000/year or $40,000 in perpetuity)
□Sponsor a teen’s NFTY summer in Israel ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity)
□Sponsor a child’s summer at a Reform Jewish camp ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity)
Scholar / Artist in Residence

□Give a weekend filled with lifelong Jewish memories to the entire congregation. Scholars and artists in residence make
a week or weekend at TAS - from study to worship to religious school - go from ordinary to extraordinary. Honorariums
range from $3,000-$5,000.
Member Hits the Lottery

□Digital Yahrzeit Memorial Board ($20,000)
□Name the Bulletin ($15,000 for one year or $300,000 in perpetuity)
□Renovate the kitchen ($100,000)
□New carpeting throughout building ($40,000)
□Upgrade the HVAC in the Religious School ($30,000)
□New stained glass panels on front of building ($110,000)
□Renovate the Sanctuary ($1,000,000)
□A gift to endow a clergy person’s salary (an endowment of $250,000 for a one month endowment and $3,000,000 for
an annual endowment)
14

Temple Avodat Shalom
Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52
For further questions - email us giftcard@avodatshalom.net
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PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING
AND A PAID UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/21 IN ORDER FOR YOUR
CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A SCHOLARSHIP
SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and
enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community
Date:

Parent Name:

Child Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________
OR
* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________

Total Cost of Program __________
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Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and program(s).
_____________

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side of this
application or attach a separate sheet.)

Scholarship Rules:

1) Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood. Sisterhood dues
MUST have been paid by 12/31 of academic year.
2) All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start of the Jewish experience.
3) NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however preference is given to
first time applicants.
4) Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one time award per
individual experience.
5) Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first time applicants.
6) Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple activity to share their
experience.
Parent Signature:

Student Signature:

Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences
such as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention.
If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net
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HELP OUR LIBRARY GROW!
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK DONATION
PROGRAM:

Celebrate your child’s (or grandchild’s) birthday with a book donation to the Temple Avodat Shalom Library!
The program is simple. You send in a donation for $18.00, which will be used toward the purchase of a new
book. The books will be available in the library for your child to select.
On or near their birthday, the librarian will have your child choose a book. A bookplate with your child’s name,
birthday and the school year will then be placed inside this book. Your child will be the first person to check out
this personalized book and bring it home to share. Children with birthdays in June will choose a book in
December, July in January, and August birthdays in February on their "Half Birthday".
Thank you in advance for participating in this wonderful program to help expand our library! If you have any
questions, please email school@avodatshalom.net

_____________________________________________________
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK PROGRAM
 $18.00 per book
 Checks payable to "Temple Avodat Shalom"; memo section “Birthday Book Donation”

Name of Child

Birthdate
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The cutoff date for all donations to be listed in the Bulletin is the 25th of each month; otherwise they will be
listed in the following month’s bulletin.
IN MEMORIAM
The congregation extends deepest sympathy to the families of:
 Judith Loeb;
 Judy Richard
GENERAL FUND
Donations to the General Fund support all
activities of the Temple

ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
GINEEN & DONALD WEISS
THE SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE AVODAT
SHALOM
Condolences to Bennet Lapidus on the
passing of his beloved mother and our
member, Iris Lapidus.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
Congratulations to Michelle, Michael and
Nathan Silverstein on the occasion of
Nathan’s Bar Mitzvah.
Congratulations to Jessica, Adam and Cayla
Ginsberg in celebration of Cayla’s Bat
Mitzvah.
Congratulations to Dalia, Gregg and Shawn
Malovany in celebration of Shawn’s Bar
Mitzvah.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
ROSE KAY & BERNARD FAUST
STACY, TED, JOSH & ISAAC STEIN
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY
To the Satel Family, Abby, Richard,
Michael & Sarah. with sincere sympathy on
the loss of your beloved mother, motherin-law, and grandmother, Roberta Marcus.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
DALE & STEVE COHEN
NILENE EVANS
SHARON GREY
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
KAREN & MITCHELL LIGHT
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT
SID SCHNALL & EILEEN WINTER
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR
THE SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE AVODAT
SHALOM
To Patty & Marc Herrmann & family with
sincere sympathy on the passing of Patty’s
sister, Kathleen Ann Schnupp.
CAROL BERDY
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
THE SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE AVODAT
SHALOM
To Marla Levine with condolences on the
loss of her mother and our cherished
member, Dolores (Dee) Rabin.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
THE TAS SISTERHOOD
In memory of longtime member,
Judith Richard.

LENORE & RUBIN LERER
THE SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE AVODAT
SHALOM
To the family of Rabbi Paul & Lisa Jacobson
with sincere condolences on the passing of
Rabbi Paul’s father, Cye Jacobson.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
NAOMI JACOBY COHN
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER
Congratulations to the Berger Family,
Dawnett, Jason, Damian, Ian and Grayson,
in celebration of Damian’s Bar Mitzvah.
LENORE & RUBIN LERER
To Ruth Feigenbaum in honor of the birth
of her 5th grandchild, Kaleigh Ellen
Thompson.
PHYLLIS MEHER
To the Gordon Family on the loss of their
beloved mother, Marilyn Gordon. She will
always be remembered fondly.
NAOMI JACOBY COHN
Congratulations to Carol Berdy on the birth
of her new great-grandchild.
ELLEN & NEAL LITINGER
Sincerest condolences to Ravitte & Don
Ginsberg on the passing of Ravitte’s
mother, Miriam Pratt.
With sympathy to Lauren & Jeff Birnbaum
on the loss of Lauren’s grandmother,
Miriam Pratt.
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN
SHEILA FRIEDMAN
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
THE TAS SISTERHOOD
With sincere condolences to Ronald Loeb
and Family on the passing of his wife and
longtime congregant, Judith Loeb.
SIDNEY SCHNALL
SHEILA FRIEDMAN
To Lorraine Kroll with condolences on the
passing of her sister, Beatrice Berkowitz.
SIDNEY SCHNALL
To Mike Lieman in memory of his brother,
Saul Lieman.
KATHRYN & CAL FEINGOLD
In memory of Jeanne Feingold & Stanley
Feingold.

SOCIAL ACTION FUND – TIKKUN OLAM
MARY & RICH LURIE
For “Feeding the Hungry.”
CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND
THE SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE AVODAT
SHALOM
To Stephanie Dresher Mandelbaum &
Family
with condolences on the passing of her
father, Paul Dresher.
MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND
BOOK OF LIFE
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND
SUSAN & LOUIS TEICHHOLZ
Condolences to Gloria & Cubby Cohen on
the passing of Gloria’s sister, Naomi
Friedman.
YOUTH GROUP

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE

YAHRZEIT FUND
MICHAEL AUFRICHTIG & AMY LEDERMAN
In memory of Michael’s mother, Ethel
Aufrichtig.
FRANCINE EBERSMAN
In memory of her grandfather, William
Ebersman.
In memory of Harriette Ebersman.
IRIS LAPIDUS
In memory of Benjamin Stave.
VICKI & STEVE MONALOY
In memory of Vicki’s father, Samuel Chalfin.
KURT OSINSKY
In memory of Kurt’s mother, Regina
Osinsky.
In memory of Kurt’s brother, Ernest
Osinsky.
LINDA & ROBERT SCHLEGEL
In memory of Linda’s mother, Elsie
Bachrach.
VIVIAN SLOVES
In memory of her mother, Sadie Kaufman.

PRAYER BOOK FUND

EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SHAVELSON FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DONATION
DAMIAN BERGER
In honor of his Bar Mitzvah.
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RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN
With condolences to Rubin & Lenore
Lerer on the passing of Rubin’s
mother, Esther Lerer.
GLORIA & CUBBY COHEN
Thank you for reaching out to us and
providing comfort during these
challenging times.
VIVIAN & DANIEL SERATA
Thank you for your kind assistance and
officiating at the B’not Mitzvah
ceremony for Hailey & Jordan.
EVA & RALPH PINCUS
Thank you for your encouragement and
officiating at the B’not Mitzvah ceremony
for our granddaughters, Hailey & Jordan
Serata.
RANDI & MICHAEL PINCUS
In honor of the B’not Mitzvah of Hailey and
Jordan Serata.
DAMIAN BERGER
In honor of my Bar Mitzvah and all of your
wonderful support in preparation for that
day.
CONFIRMATION FUND
SISTERHOOD
KENNETH BERGER
In celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of his
grandson, Damian Berger.
A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND
BROTHERHOOD
KENNETH BERGER
In celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of his
grandson, Damian Berger.
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
SHAVELSON FUND
To subsidize teen and young adult
participation in Jewish leadership
programming

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE
MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP FUND
MITZVAH WALK BRICK

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
DEBORAH & MARK CASSELLA
In honor of the Cantor’s wonderfully
supportive relationship with Alex & Kati.

VIVIAN & DANIEL SERATA
Thank you for your guidance and
TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND
participation with our daughters, Hailey
and Jordan, for the B’not Mitzvah
TORAH RESTORATION FUND
EVA & RALPH PINCUS
For the care and maintenance of our Torah
Thank you for your wonderful participation
scrolls
in the B’not Mitzvah for our granddaughters, Hailey & Jordan Serata.
SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND
DAMIAN
BERGER
• Best wishes to BARBARA HABER for a
In honor of my Bar Mitzvah and all of your
speedy recovery of her broken ankle.
wonderful support in preparation for that
• Condolences to PATTI and MARC
day.
HERRMANN on the passing of Patti’s sister,
KATHLEEN ANN SCHNUPP.
• Condolences to BENNET LAPIDUS on the
passing of his mother, IRIS LAPIDUS.
• MAZEL TOV to SHAWN MALOVANY on his
BAR MITZVAH.
• MAZEL TOV to CAYLA GINSBERG on her BAT
MITZVAH.
• MAZEL TOV to DAMIAN BERGER on his BAR
MITZVAH.
• Much gratitude to CHERYL JAFFE for
arranging a most enjoyable traditional
Jewish paper-cutting arts and crafts
program.
• Our appreciation to MARGE GELBWASSER
for her fun and professional guidance in
learning how to write a book.
YOM KIPPUR PLEDGE/DONATION
NANCY & WARREN HEAPS
CASSY & SETH KADESH
DEBRA & RICHARD TESTER
If you do not see your pledge/donation listed,
it will appear next month
A REMINDER: Donations to Temple Avodat
Shalom's Funds may be made, by phone or
mail, in honor of someone, in memory of
someone, or "just because." A beautiful card
of acknowledgment will be mailed to the
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon
receipt of the donation, minimum $10.
However, certain specific Funds require higher
minimums, as follows:
Mishkan T’filah Youth
$ 18
Torah Restoration
180
Library Fund
18
Simcha Tree of Life
180
Gates of Joy
18
Lapidos Tree of Life
250
Torah Commentary
90
Mitzvah Walk Brick
360
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HANDY PEOPLE NEEDED TO HELP SENIORS and DISABLED PERSONS
Want to enjoy a really rewarding experience? The Chore Service, sponsored by the Bergen Volunteer Center,
helps keep Bergen County seniors and people with disabilities safe in their own homes. Chore volunteers perform
minor household repairs that these vulnerable people can’t do themselves nor get anyone else to do, and that can
make a huge difference in the quality of their lives. These repairs are performed at no cost to the people, other
than the cost of the materials used in the repair. For those on a fixed income, these savings could mean the
difference between paying a professional a fee just to evaluate a situation, and whether there is money for food or
medicine!
A Chore volunteer should be able to perform the kind of minor repairs that any able-bodied homeowner must
do: replacing broken locks/doorknobs, installing washers in faucets, replacing electric outlets or switches,
installing grab bars and hand railings, putting in/taking out small air conditioners, even changing light bulbs! The
Chore Service has three vans that are sent throughout Bergen County 5 days a week. A volunteer would be
assigned one day a week to a crew that performs 4-5 service calls per day.
Chore offers a great volunteer opportunity for retirees or people who work second and third shift jobs. Call
Maureen at (201) 489-7790 to find out how satisfying it can be to use your handyperson skills to lend a hand to
those in need.
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Incontinence is the second leading cause of institutionalization.
25 million Americans suffer from urinary incontinence
25 % of Bergen County seniors live below the poverty level
There are currently no programs that offer financial assistance to seniors in need of adult “briefs” or other
incontinence products, making these necessities for independent living unattainable “luxury” items.
 Adult products of this kind cost upwards of $100 a month, and with social security benefits averaging
$874 a month, purchasing them is not possible for millions of adults.
 Having access to these items are a “basic human need,” allowing senior adults to remain mobile, social
and productive. Without them, many healthy older people would be trapped in their homes, fearful of
joining social functions, trips to libraries or the movies, or even attending their own grandchild’s wedding!
 Seniors who remain socially active remain healthier, both physically and emotionally, and since people
are living longer and leading more active lives, it is critically important to invest in programs that can help
them afford products that will allow them to remain engaged in their community. The cost of not providing
them will be astronomical by comparison to the care costs incurred by the need of early
institutionalization and other health problems!
 Unlike babies, who outgrow the need for diapers, incontinent adults will bear this cost for the rest of their
lives.
A recent study indicates that 25% of our New Jersey seniors cannot afford basic necessities. They are not
eligible for Medicaid yet their Social Security check does not cover food, medications and adult absorbent products.
Did you know that there is no government funding for adult care briefs? (formerly known as adult diapers) Without
these products many seniors would be trapped in their homes and unable to attend social and/or family events.
People are living longer and leading more active lives. The Adult Care Brief Bank was developed to collect and
distribute absorbent products to those in need. Through drives, similar food drives or collections, The Kaplen JCC
on the Palisades, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, The Academy of Holy Angels, The New Synagogue of
Fort Lee, St. Joseph's Parish, Bergen Family Center and other venues including networking events have collected
over 120,000 products. The items collected are distributed to individuals in need through local agencies such as
the Center for Food Action, Meals On Wheels of Bergen County, and Pascack, Visiting Homemaker Home Health
Aide Service of Bergen County, Jewish Family Services, Bergen Family Center, the Southeast Senior Center for
Independent Living (SESCIL) and more.
All it takes is an email blast and a collection bin. Oh yea, a bit of media always helps
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JANUARY 2021/5781
Sunday
FEBRUARY
S M T W T F
1 2 3 4 5
7 8 9 10 11 12
14 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26
28

19 Tevet
Religious School

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

tevet - shevat

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 18 Tevet

17 Tevet
(4:19)
Office closed

S
6
13
20
27

2

Parashat Vayechi
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm

3 20 Tevet

4 21 Tevet

5 22 Tevet

6 23 Tevet

Book of Samuel, 9:30 am

7 24 Tevet

8 25 Tevet

(4:25)

Torah Study @ Noon

9

Parashat Shemot
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm
26 Tevet
Religious School

10 27 Tevet

Sisterhood Book Club, 7:30

11 28 Tevet

Religious School / TASTE
Sisterhood Board, 7:00 pm

12 29 Tevet

Family Shabbat Services,
7 pm

13 1 Shevat

Book of Samuel, 9:30 am
SS

14 2 Shevat

(4:32)

15 3 Shevat

Torah Study @ Noon

Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am

Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm

17 5 Shevat
M L KING BIRTHDAY

Religious School / TASTE

18 6SSShevat

16

Parashat Vaera

S
4 Shevat
Religious School

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Grades 3 & 4 Family Program

19 7 Shevat

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm

20 8 Shevat

Book of Samuel, 9:30 am

21 9 Shevat

(4:41)

22 10 Shevat

Torah Study @ Noon

23

Parashat Bo
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

Brotherhood Shabbat
Services, 7:00 pm
TAS Board, 7:00 pm
11 Shevat
Religious School
Purim Bag Sale begins

24 12 Shevat

25 13 Shevat

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Virtual Talent Show, 7:00 pm

Religious School / TASTE

26 14 Shevat

27 15 Shevat

Book of Samuel, 9:30 am

28 16 Shevat

(4:49)

29 17 Shevat

TU B”SHEVAT
Torah Study @ Noon

30

Parashat Beshalach
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am

Shabbat Services, 10:30 am
Religious School / TASTE
18 Shevat
Religious School

Community Tu B’shevat, 7 pm Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm

31
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