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Events, dates and times subject to change.  See https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar for most accurate information

UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, December 1st:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, December 2nd:
7:30 pm First Friday Shabbat
8:30 pm Oneg
Saturday, December  3rd:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
5:30 pm River Edge Menorah
Lighting
Sunday, December 4th:
9:30 am Religious School @ KD
Monday, December 5th: 
8:00 pm Brotherhood Card Night
Tuesday, December 6th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Wednesday, December 7th:
6:30 pm TASTE

Thursday, December 8th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, December 9th:
8:00 pm Shabbat Services
9:00 pm  Oneg
Saturday, December 10th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
7:00 pm Latke Throwdown and
Talent Show
Sunday, December 11th:
9:30 am Religious School @ KD
9:30 am 6th Grade Kehillah @ JCCP
4:00 pm JCC-NNJ Chanukah Party
Monday, December 12th:
7:00 pm Brotherhood Board Mtg
Tuesday, December 13th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
Wednesday, December 14th:
6:30 pm TASTE

Thursday, December 15th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, December 16th:
8:00 pm Chanukah Shabbat Service
9:00 pm Sufgani-Oneg
Saturday December 17th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
Bat Mitzvah of MALLORY MORAN
Sunday, December 18th:
9:30 am Religious School @ KD
First Chanukah Candle
5:00 pm Community Candle Lighting
Monday, December 19th:
Chanukah @ Stew Leonard's
Tuesday, December 20th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
4:00 pm Religious School @ KD
6:15 pm Past Presidents Meeting
7:00 pm TAS Board Meeting
Wednesday, December 21st:
6:30 pm TASTE

Thursday, December 22nd:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, December 23rd:
8:00 pm Shabbat Service
9:00 pm Oneg 
Saturday, December 24th:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services
Sunday, December 25th:
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Tuesday, December 27th:
9:30 am Tuesday Study Group
NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Thursday, December 29th:
12:00 pm Torah Study
Friday, December 30th:
6:00 pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 31st:
9:15 am Wrestling with the Torah
10:30 am Shabbat Services

https://www.avodatshalom.net/calendar


 
To quote that most famous Kabalist…

You must be my lucky star
'Cause you make the darkness seem so far
And when I'm lost you'll be my guide
I just turn around and you're by my side
Starlight, star bright, first star I see tonight
Starlight, star bright, make everything all right
- Madonna

To be fair, I did say the most famous, not the most traditional or most Jewish! This year
our December appeal has the theme of “Kochavim,” or in English, “Stars.” There is
something special about stars. Unlike the sun or moon, no matter where we stand upon
the earth stars are up there, shining down on us. When our world is bright (daytime, a full
moon, in a brightly lit city) we cannot see them. However, the darker our world is, the
brighter the stars shine.

In Judaism, stories involving stars go back to the first book in the Torah. Who knows
eleven? Eleven stars in Joseph's dream! As well, stars are specifically mentioned when
they are created by God on the fourth day in Genesis chapter one. In Judaism today, and
in Ancient Israel, we might bless God for providing the light and beauty of the stars. But in
the rest of the Ancient Near East, people worshiped the stars directly either as their own
deity or to gods represented by specific constellations. In fact, the rabbinical Hebrew term
for a pagan or polytheist is “kochavim u’mazalot,” which literally means, “star worshipers.”
In fact, our ancient monotheistic ancestors were not totally immune to integrating stars
into Israelite worship. If you go to northern Israel today, you can visit a famous 4th
Century synagogue in Tiberias. And what is on the floor? The zodiac, based on the
constellations (see it here: Zodiac Mosaic of Hammat Tiberias). 

 
 

F R O M  T H E  
R A B B I ' S  D E S K

Your paragraph text
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Rabbi Jim Stoloff
rabbi@avodatshalom.net

Shining Bright at TAS this December



Your paragraph text
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So what does this all have to do with Madonna? Well, while Jews and other monotheisitic
religions may not pray to stars, we do have a centuries old tradition in the west of making a
wish upon them…as the old rhyme goes: star light, star bright, first star I see tonight; I wish I
may, I wish I might, have the wish I wish tonight. That wording comes from 19th century
America, but it captures a universal mystic that kochavim, stars, represent. If something so
magical and enchanting can exist every night, maybe my wish really could come true.

Madonna’s song, “Lucky Star,” (1983) draws from that same rhyme, and connects it to
something we at TAS all know: people can become a star, one for another. Through our
actions, support, a kind word, we can glow and shine a light upon others and become their
“lucky star.” So join us in shining brightly at TAS this December by supporting our December
appeal and joining us in any or all of our many Chanukah events this holiday season.

Rabbi Jim



David Sloves
president@avodatshalom.net

 

President
M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
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"ˆThis is the season when people of all faiths and cultures are pushing back against the planetary
darkness. We string bulbs, ignite bonfires, and light candles. And we sing." 
 - Anita Diamant

“Stars are the universe's candles.” 
 - Matshona Dhliwayo, Zimbabwe-born Canadian Philosopher/Author

Happy Hanukkah. Happy Chanukah.

You know what I mean. 

So, what is the Festival of Lights?

It is an opportunity to teach our younger children about miracles and faith and that Judaism, in
particular, can be fun. Which parallels allowing ourselves to remember that mystical time in our
own lives. 

It also allows us to celebrate with all our friends, to share our beautiful culture with others and
teach our children to respect other cultures. Because pretty much everyone celebrates something
this time of year--Christmas, Kwanzaa, and, of course, Festivus.

Follow any flickering light these next weeks and find someone celebrating and feeling the beauty
of the world, and of their culture. 

Our Temple Avodat Shalom end of year appeal is titled “Night of 20,000 Kochavim”. Kochavim
being “stars”. As our Ways & Means co-chairs Sharon Sagerman and Peggy Schneider point out,
Hannah Szenes, poet, author of Eli Eli, wrote that kochavim “are the lights that guide us”.

Your support of our fundraiser, as well as your support of all our educational and social events,
helps Temple Avodat Shalom bring light to our community and push back the darkness.

B’Shalom
Dave



Sisterhood
December 2022 • Page 6 

As we write this, our Period Poverty Party has not yet happened but based on
the interest and RSVPs we are getting, it was a great success. Thank you to
Assemblywoman Lisa Swain for joining us, college student Jayden Tabor, Lisa
Nelson Cohen and Bethlee Potolsky for organizing the drive and the party, and
to Nilene Evans for bringing this Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey
initiative to our attention.

Our next, big, not-to-be-missed, event is the annual Brotherhood/Sisterhood
Latke Throwdown. A fabulous deli dinner from Foster Village, delectable latkes
to sample and our world famous talent show. What a way to kick off the holiday
season! Sign up today for what will definitely be a great evening. 

We will be leading our annual Sisterhood Service on Friday, February 10,
2023. Both Hebrew and English parts are available, and we hope to see many of
you participating in the service or supporting us from the pews. Contact us at
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net to sign up.

Our next Board meeting will be Sunday, January 8, at 9:30 am. Please join us.
All are welcome! 

Warm regards, 
Cheryl Jaffe and Lisa Cohen

mailto:sisterhood@avodatshalom.net


BROTHERHOODBROTHERHOOD
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Please join us on Saturday, December 10th @7:00pm at our Sisterhood &
Brotherhood Latke Throw-Down & Talent Show!!  Register HERE to attend.

Have a talent, passion or skill? Sign up for the Talent Show at
talentshow@avodatshalom.net

Have a great latke recipe and want to enter the contest? Sign up at
latkethrowdown@avodatshalom.net

Please save the following dates:
1/15/23 Brotherhood Breakfast 
2/12/23 Jewpardy (Superbowl Sunday)
3/4/23 Purim Party
3/24/23 Brotherhood Shabbat Service organized by David Greenfield and
featuring the famous O’Brotherhood Choir. 
3/25/23 Sock Hop
5/13/23 Brotherhood Concert
Details to follow!

Please join us and contact us with any comments or suggestions by sending us an
email at: brotherhood@avodatshalom.net

Thank You,
Mike

https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/latke-throwdown-2022.html
mailto:talentshow@avodatshalom.net
mailto:latkethrowdown@avodatshalom.net
mailto:brotherhood@avodatshalom.net


Tikkun Olam
Making the world a better place
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LEARNING TOGETHER – INTEGRATING NJ SCHOOLS
CAMPAIGN LAUNCH – WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7th 

 
Please join RAC-NJ’s Learning Together Campaign Launch on Wednesday, December 7th
from 7:30 – 9 pm. We are excited to be joined by Ryan Haygood, the President & CEO of
New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, one of RAC-NJ’s key partner organizations. Any day
a New Jersey trial court will determine if New Jersey’s public education system is
unconstitutionally segregated. Together we will learn about the case, how New Jersey got
so segregated, and how we can act – together – to build a more just, vibrant, and healthy
New Jersey. This is our opportunity to not only understand what is happening, but how we
got here and what might be better for all of us if we can transform our state to ensure that all
of our children have the experience and skills they’ll need to live – joyfully together – in a
multiracial, multifaith, multiethnic future.

Register at https://RAC.org/NJLearningTogether
 
The December 7th launch is the first event of a campaign in which we will learn together
about, among other topics:

The dates for these events and additional information about the amazing speakers will be
announced as soon as they are finalized. Please contact Nilene Evans or 
justice@avodatshalom.net for additional information.

 

How New Jersey became so segregated
Mindful anti-racism
The history and future of the lawsuit
How other school systems have implemented – or failed to implement –
effective integration and pitfalls to avoid

https://rac.org/NJLearningTogether
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net
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BOOK DISCUSSION – January 12, 2023 at 7:30 pm
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heather McGhee believes racism has a cost for ALL of us. Check out her Ted Talk and the
encounter that was an inspiration for her book.
https://www.ted.com/talks/heather_c_mcghee_racism_has_a_cost_for_everyone?
language=en. 

 
Then join us for a discussion of Heather McGhee’s book on January 12, 2023/ Zoom or in
person TBD. 

 
 

FOCUS ON LGBTQIA+ YOUTH
 

Social Justice leaders from Kol Dorot, Temple Emeth, Barnert Temple, Temple Sinai and TAS
are exploring ways in which we can, together, make a difference in Bergen County. We are
focusing on continuing the work TAS has done in LGBTQIA+ matters by working with children
in 6th-12th grade in the county. Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday,
December 12th at 7 pm on zoom. If you are interested in this effort, please contact Nilene
Evans or justice@avodatshalom.net.

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world, but you are not
free to desist from it either." Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21

https://www.ted.com/talks/heather_c_mcghee_racism_has_a_cost_for_everyone?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/heather_c_mcghee_racism_has_a_cost_for_everyone?language=en
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net
mailto:justice@avodatshalom.net
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Wednesday, December 7thWednesday, December 7th



 

 
WAYS AND MEANS
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COMMITTEE ON:

Our year end challenge, Night of 20,000 Kochavim (Stars), kicked off on
Giving Tuesday, November 29, and will end on December 31st-ish. As Rabbi
Jim says in his letter to the congregation, “This calendar year has brought so
much for us to be grateful for… as we bring light into our community.”
Everyone should have received a Year End Challenge letter in the mail. You
can page down to see a copy.  Send a donation, and we will add your name
to a star on our celebration mobile in the lobby. Your name will also be added
to the power point presentation on one of the lobby TV screens. We will post
pictures on our Facebook page as well, so you can track our progress. Come
shine with TAS!

The Carousel Cake and Pie sale did really well this year! We sold 111
cakes and pies, 28 of which were donated to the Center for Food Action.
Thank you to all who participated.

We intend to do a raffle in February or March, watch for details to follow. If
you have any ideas or connections for prizes, please let us know.  

Then we’ll be gearing up for the 2023 Awards event and Ad Journal. The
event is scheduled for June 10th or 11th, and promises to be a meaningful
celebration.

We are always happy to entertain any new fundraising ideas!

Wishing you a Happy Chanukah,
Sharon and Peggy



November 2022
Dear fellow congregant,

This year, Giving Tuesday begins on November 29, and it is the perfect time to support our
2022 Year End Fundraiser, Night of 20,000 Kochavim (Stars). This calendar year has
brought so much for us to be grateful for, from our 70th Anniversary Awards Evening to
the High Holy Days, from bringing together 6 congregations for a weekend of Purim to
expanding our Religious School, TASTE, and Youth activities with Kol Dorot, from Rise
Against Hunger to our upcoming Chanukah celebrations. Not to mention Sisterhood,
Brotherhood, regular study opportunities and a vibrant social calendar!

In all these ways and more we bring light into our community even in the darkness of
winter, like a Chanukiah on the windowsill…or like stars on a clear, dark night. Kochavim,
stars, have layers of meaning in Jewish history and stories. Unlike the sun and moon
which rotate, wax, and wane, stars are always there. Even at night when there is no sun or
moon, it is, as WW2 paratrooper and poet Hannah Szenes says, the kochavim which “are
the lights that guide us.”

We ask you to be one of the Kochavim of Temple Avodat Shalom this winter and help meet
our $20,000 end of year fundraising goal. All donors will have stars with their names hung
from our lobby mobile, and be included on our Celebration screen in the lobby and in the
January bulletin, with post-12/20 donations in the February bulletin. Please donate
generously via the TAS website, calling the office, or stopping by with your fully tax
deductible donation. Contributions in all amounts are welcome and appreciated.

Wishing everyone a star filled winter and a Happy Chanukah!

 TEMPLE 
AVODAT SHALOM

“The kochavim, stars, that light up the darkest night, 
these are the lights that guide us.”

Ways & Means Co-Chair

From Yesh Kochavim (There are stars) by Hannah Szenes

Sharon Sagerman Peggy Schneider

385 Howland Avenue, River Edge, New Jersey 07661
(201) 489-2463 E-mail: fundraising@avodatshalom.net

Rabbi James Stoloff
Cantor Maria Dubinsky
Neal I. Borovitz, Rabbi Emeritus 
Ronit Josephson, Cantor Emerita 

Ways & Means Co-Chair President
David Sloves

Rabbi Jim Stoloff Cantor Maria Dubinsky
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE
 

Are they early? Are they late? Once again, the High Holy Days come exactly on time, according to the Hebrew calendar. We are beginning to plan for those services but here is a
sneak peek at the dates:

 
Saturday, September 17th      S’lichot

 
Sunday, September 25th         Erev Rosh Hashanah

 
Monday, September 26th       First Day of Rosh Hashanah

 
Tuesday, September 27th       Second Day of Rosh Hashanah

 
Tuesday, October 4th             Kol Nidre

 
Wednesday, October 5th        Yom Kippur

 
Sunday, October 9th               Erev Sukkot

 
Sunday, October 16th             Shemini Atzeret / Simchat Torah

 
At this time, we expect all of our services in 2022-2023 to be in person. More information will be available in September.

 
Come pray and celebrate together these special Holy Days and throughout the year. We are always stronger together.

 
A Different Perspective on the Torah 

 
Starting with B’resheit, the first book of Genesis on Saturday, October 22nd, Saturday morning Torah Study will be studying from A Women’s Commentary.Have a little nosh

and join us live for a different perspective on the Torah.
 
 

Your Ideas
 

Do you have aspects of Judaism you want to study, ideas for interesting religious-focused events or want to become more involved in planning our services, contact rac@avodatshalom.net

 

 

Mallory Moran
December 17, 2022

Mallory is in 7th grade at Thomas Jefferson Middle School. She is a
cheerleader for the town of Fair Lawn, enjoys playing lacrosse and of
course, loves spending time with her friends. 
Mallory's parents, Daniel and Beth, along with her sister, Madeline and
brother, Ethan, can't wait to share in this special day!
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MAZEL TOV BAT MITZVAH

Ava Schechter
 Jillian Klein

  Sydney Lazarus

Ellen & Ron Zamechansky on the
birth of their grandson, Noah Jacob,

son of Zach & Erika Zamechansky
 
 

The Moran Family on Mallory's 
Bat Mitzvah

mailto:rac@avodatshalom.net


Bringing Holiday Cheer to Our Needy Neighbors

The holiday season will be here before you know it and there is a great need to

help those less fortunate. I am happy to continue to organize our annual Flames of

Giving program with the support of our generous TAS community. Flames of

Giving is a charity organization that makes giving more personal by creating a list

of recipients, their ages, situation and what they wish for, so you know you are

buying a gift that someone truly wants and needs. 

We have 60 “flames” on the list and ask for your help to purchase the gifts. I have

created a Google spreadsheet with the list of gifts and recipients, which will also

be sent out in the temple weekly announcements and posted on Facebook (or

you can contact me separately to participate). I ask that you sign up to purchase

one (or more) gifts to help make the holiday season brighter for our needy

neighbors. We also make it easy to purchase many online through Amazon or

Target and send directly to the Flames of Giving office. If you are buying a

physical gift, please make sure the flame number is clearly labeled on the

package. We are asking for the non-online gifts to be dropped off at my house no

later than noon on Sunday, Dec. 4 (110 Monroe Ave., River Edge). 

I know that the Temple Avodat Shalom community will again be a great partner to

the Flames of Giving organization. Please help by adopting a neighbor to provide

“One small gift, two happy hearts.”

Learn more about the program at http://www.flamesofgiving.com.  If you have

any questions, please feel free to email me at azil411@gmail.com. Thanks again for

your continued support of this great cause. 

Here is a link to sign up on the Google spreadsheet: 

--Liza Barth

https://bit.ly/3CK2eMd
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RIVER EDGE MENORAH LIGHTING
@ Boro Hall

 
 
 
 

5:30 pm

CWITH TASWITH TAS
Sat

DEC

Sun
DEC

Fri
DEC

Sat
DEC

3

10

16

18

19
Mon
DEC

C
C

C
C

o

o

o

o

o

CHANUKAH SERVICE & 
SUFGANI-ONEG 

@ TAS
8:00 pm 

COMMUNITY MENORAH LIGHTING 
@ TAS 

 

5:00 pm

CHANUKAH PARTY 
@ STEW LEONARD'S 

5:30 pm 

LATKE THROWDOWN AND
TALENT SHOW

@ TAS
7:00 pm
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TALENT

SHOW

Latke Throwdown

TAS ANNUAL

and

Saturday, December 10th
 at 7:00 pm

 

Have a talent, passion or skill? Sign up for the Talent
Show at talentshow@avodatshalom.net

 

 

Have a great latke recipe and want to enter the contest? 
Sign up at latkethrowdown@avodatshalom.net

$36 for members/$40 for non-members
Register HERE by 12/3
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mailto:talentshow@avodatshalom.net
mailto:latkethrowdown@avodatshalom.net
https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/latke-throwdown-2022.html
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R.O.M.E.O.
T   A   S

Do you or another member of Temple Avodat
Shalom need a little assistance? The Caring
Committee is here to help. If you or another
member are recovering from surgery or
dealing with another medical issue, have
recently lost a love one, are unable to get to
synagogue for services, religious school, or
other synagogue events, need help shopping or
many others tasks, let us know so we can try to
help. Contact the Caring Committee at
Caring@AvodatShalom.Net. If you are willing
and able to help another congregant when they
need a little help, please contact
Caring@AvodatShalom.Net as well. Together,
we make our community stronger by making it
a Kehilla Kedosha - a holy community.

                                                              
Wherefore art thou??

No, not the Shakespearean Romeo...

Retired Old Men Eating Out!!

At least, pre-COVID, we ate out.  Now, every
Thursday morning we meet either in Van Saun
Park or at the temple, depending on the
weather. 

Care to join us?  We discuss politics, sports,
music, news, cryptocurrency and whatever
else someone brings up.

Contact Len Lawton or Dave Greenfield for
more information or send an email to
romeo@avodatshalom.net.

December 2022 • Page 17 

Seniors: Do you need a ride to a
doctor appointment?

The Greater Bergen Community
Action Agency has a program for
seniors that offers a free Uber
ride to a doctor appointment or to
pick up a prescription.

Call Cindy at 201.968.0200 (ext 7501)
between the hours of 9 to 5 at least
1 day in advance.

2022 Year End Challenge
 

Night of 20,000
Kochavim

see pgs 11-12
for details

mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net
mailto:Caring@AvodatShalom.Net
mailto:romeo@avodatshalom.net


Temple Avodat Shalom
Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52
For further questions - email us: giftcard@avodatshalom.net  
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SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING AND A PAID
UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/21 IN ORDER FOR YOUR CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE

FOR A SCHOLARSHIP

 
One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and

enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community

Date:

Parent Name:

Child Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________

OR
 

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________

Total Cost of Program ___________________________
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Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.     
 Sisterhood dues MUST have been paid by 12/31 of academic year.
All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start

Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and
program(s). ____________________________________________

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side
of this application or attach a separate sheet.)

Scholarship Rules:

1.

2.
      of the Jewish experience.
   3.NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however 
      preference is given to first time applicants.
   4.Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one
      time award per individual experience.
   5.Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first 
      time applicants.
   6.Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple 
      activity to share their experience.

Parent Signature:

Student Signature:

*Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such
as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention.

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net
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The congregation extends deepest sympathy
 to the families of:
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זיכרונו לברכה
May their memory be for a blessing

Dr. Neil Massoth Z"L, lovingly remembered by his wife, Joyce, his sister Joan,
his daughter Penny (Ira), his son Craig (Pnina) and his grandchildren Arielle,
Julia, Aaron, Nati and Shoshi.

When asked what TAS means to our
congregants, many of our congregants

say “family” or “home.” That is a
wonderful thing for our temple

community!
 

If you consider TAS to be part of your
family, if you consider TAS to be a

home away from home, perhaps you
would consider leaving a part of your
future estate to TAS. Is there a better

place to leave your legacy than to your
family, to improve your home?

 
Please call the Temple office to learn

more about how to include the Temple
as one of the beneficiaries of your Will,
retirement plan, life insurance or IRA.

 

 
Did you know that TAS has

graves available for sale
to its members? Graves
are available in numbers

from single graves up to 8
and 12 grave plots. The

graves are located in our
property at Cedar Park –
Beth El Cemetery. If you
are interested or want

more information, contact
Barbara King,

bmking64@optonline.net
or 201-843-0785.

Add a Gift for the Future of
TAS

See info sheet on next page for more info
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DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 
COUNTY OF BERGEN

DIVISION ON DISABILITY SERVICES 
One Bergen County Plaza • 2nd Floor • Hackensack, NJ 07601-7076

(201) 336-6500 • TTY (201) 336-6505 • FAX (201) 336-6510 
James J. Tedesco III
County Executive 

Melissa H. DeBartolo, Esq.
Department Director 

Anika S. Davis, Ed.S. 
Division Director

 

PERSONAL ASSISTANCE SERVICES PROGRAM (PASP) FACT SHEET 

 
Eligible applicants must: 

 
Who will administer this program? 
The PASP for Bergen County and Hudson County is administered through the Bergen County Division of Disability with oversight
and funding provided by the State of New Jersey Department of Human Services, Division of Disability Services. 

 
What is the Personal Assistance Services Program? 
The Personal Assistance Services Program, (PASP) provides routine, non-medical personal care assistance to adults with permanent
physical disabilities, who are 18 years of age or older, who are employed, preparing for employment, attending school or involved in
community volunteer work and who are able to self- direct and supervise their own services. The goal of this program is to support
individuals with physical disability so that they may remain active participants in their community. The PASP offers participants choice,
flexibility, control, and the opportunity to manage their own personal care services. 

 
Here’s how the PASP works: 
A needs assessment is conducted to determine the number of hours a participant will receive. The hours are then converted to a 
 monthly budget. With assistance from the County Coordinator, participants develop a cash management plan (CMP) outlining exactly
how their monthly budgets will be spent. The CMP includes details such as who they will hire, what services will be provided and what
rates each worker will be paid. A fiscal intermediary services organization then distributes the monthly budget to purchase services as
identified in the CMP. 
What are Personal Assistant Services and who provides them? 
Personal assistants are individuals with training or related experience in providing in-home services, who directly assist a person  with a
disability in carrying out routine non-medical tasks. Such as bathing, dressing, transfer to a wheelchair, meal preparation, laundry,
shopping, household management, and transportation. On the other hand, the PASP participants can choose to hire friends, neighbors,
family, independent employees or agency services. 
What is the financial eligibility criterion? 

For further information on the Bergen/Hudson PASP, please contact:
Liliana Zorrilla, PASP County Coordinator (201)336-6508 

Anna Alpine, PASP Assistant County Coordinator (201) 336 6502 
TTY (201) 336-6505 

Individuals who have Medicaid or who may qualify for Medicaid are not eligible for the PASP program. 
Individuals who qualify under the current Social Services Block Grant (SSBG) guidelines receive the services at no cost.
Those with incomes in excess of those guidelines are expected to contribute toward the cost of their services based on a
sliding scale (Cost- Share). 

Reside in New Jersey 
Have a permanent physical disability and require assistance with activities of daily living 
be 18 years of age or older 
live in the community 
be capable of directing and supervising their own services 
be employed, preparing for employment through a vocational training program, in school, or actively volunteering in the
community for a minimum of 20 hours per month. 
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The cutoff date for all
donations to be listed
in the Bulletin is the
25th of each month;

otherwise they will be
listed in the following

month’s bulletin
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GENERAL FUND
Donations to the General Fund support
all activities of the Temple

SHARON & RUSSELL SAGERMAN
Mazel Tov to Peggy & Stuart Schneider for Ben
& Eva’s celebration of their nuptials
Mazel Tov to Liz & Len Lawton on Emily’s
marriage to Chris 
Mazel Tov to Lisa & Robert Cohen on the birth
of their granddaughter, Taylin Rose Weber
Mazel Tov to Patty & Marc Herrmann on
Jessica’s engagement to Sarah Schneid
In memory of Neil Massoth
BARBARA & JERRY MARKOWITZ
JULIE & HOWARD GLAZER
RALPH RICE
ILENE & LEW SOLOMON
CHARLOTTE MAGID
CAROL BERDY
CAROLYN & BERNARD STRAUSS
In memory of Neil Massoth
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN
In memory of Walter Shanler
Mazel Tov to Cassy & Seth Kadesh on their
25th anniversary 
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN
Mazel Tov to Karen & Mitch Light on Rebecca’s
engagement to Mike Hannett
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Jim & Charlotte on his
sister, Sarah’s marriage
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR
JOYCE MASSOTH
Mazel Tov to Karen & Mitch Light on Rebecca’s
engagement to Mike Hannett
SID SCHNALL
SHEILA FRIEDMAN
To Arine Broida in memory of Irwin Broida
JOAN & GUNTER HECHT
In honor of Mike Frick earning his wings

 
 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE
 
 

PRAYER BOOK FUND
 
 

SOCIAL ACTION – FEEDING THE HUNGRY
CHERYL & MARC JAFFE
In memory of Neil Massoth

 
 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND – TIKKUN OLAM
 
 

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND

MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND

YOUTH GROUP

YAHRZEIT FUND
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING
In memory of Rhoda King
In memory of Samuel Kline
In memory of Doris Spitzer
PHYLLIS FLEISCH
In memory of Juda Gellmann
JEANNE BUESSER
In memory of Joe Brotman
In memory of Wellington Grey
In memory of William Schlesinger
FRANCINE EBERSMAN
In memory of William N. Ebersman
In memory of Irma G. Marais
JESSCIA & CHARLES HOROWITZ
In memory of Marion Kessler
MARIAN ROFFMAN & DAVID GREENFIELD
In memory of Martin Roffman
In memory of Florence Roffman
BENNET LAPIDUS
In memory of Iris Lapidus
In memory of Benjamin Stave
SIDNEY SCHNALL
In memory of Anna Schnall
PHYLLIS BESEN
In memory of Martin Besen
In memory of William Dworkow

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
JOYCE MASSOTH
Thank you for your support & patience

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND-
HUMANITARIAN TRIP TO POLAND

 

RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
JOYCE MASSOTH
Thank you for your support & patience

ISRAAID.ORG

EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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CONFIRMATION FUND

SISTERHOOD

A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND

BROTHERHOOD-YOM HASHOAH CANDLES

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

CANTOR’S MUSIC PROGRAMMING

CARING COMMITTEE

SHAVELSON FUND
To subsidize teen and young adult participation
in Jewish leadership programming

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE
KAREN & DOUGLAS CHARIPPER
In memory of Kurt Charipper
In memory of Shirley Botkin

MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP FUND

MITZVAH WALK BRICK

TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND

TORAH RESTORATION FUND
For the care and maintenance of our Torah
scrolls

YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS/PLEDGES
SHELLI & BARRY BALLAN
ELYSE NEBELKOPF
BARBARA & NORMAN BEINER
KAREN & DOUG CHARIPPER
CHARLOTTE ROCKER & RABBI JIM STOLOFF
ANN & PAUL SHANSKY
COOKIE & MYRON LESH

RISE AGAINST HUNGER
STACEY & MICHAEL LEWIS
LINDA & PHILIP GOULD
JANICE & DAVID SLOVES
LAURIE & ANDY KATZ
MUTUAL OF AMERICA (Matching Gift Program)
LAURIE & JONATHAN ROCHLIN
JANE & NEIL GAFFIN
MICHELE & BRETT NORTON
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN
AMY LEDERMAN & MICHAEL AUFRICHTIG
JENNIFER & KEN COLE
DALE & STEVEN COHEN
KAREN & DOUG CHARIPPER
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN

BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR
CHARLOTTE ROCKER & RABBI JIM STOLOFF
MARY & RICHARD LURIE
MAGGIE & SHANE KLEIN
STEPHANIE & BRIAN HARTMAN
LORI & JOHN DAUGHERTY
KATIE ROCKER & NIHAL RAYER
SHARON & RUSSELL SAGERMAN
MARGIE & STUART GELBWASSER
JANET FELICE
CAROL HAMILTON
NICOLE & JOSHUA REICHER
DEBORAH SEIFE-SCHECHTER & STEVEN
SCHECHTER
JULIE & DAVID RABINOWITZ
HAMUTAL SCHEIBER
AMY & IRA GERHARDT
DAWNETT & JASON BERGER
JOYCE & TOM BIVONE
JULIE & ERIC KURZOK
GAIL & ERIC GOLDFARB
JESSICA & ADAM GINSBERG
ANN & PAUL SHANSKY
PATTY & MARC HERRMANN

 
KITCHEN RENOVATION

 
 

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND
Mazel Tov to ELLEN and RON ZAMECHANSKY.
on the birth of their grandson NOAH JACOB

 
 

Mishkan T’filah Youth 
Library Fund 
Gates of Joy 
Gates of Prayer
Torah Commentary 
Torah Restoration 
Simcha Tree of Life 
Lapidos Tree of Life 
Mitzvah Walk Brick 

$18
$18
$18
$36
$90
$180
$180
$250
$360

A REMINDER: Donations to Temple Avodat Shalom's
Funds may be made, by phone or mail, in honor of
someone, in memory of someone, or "just because." A
beautiful card of acknowledgment will be mailed to the
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon receipt of
the minimum donation minimum of $10. However, certain
specific Funds require higher minimums, as follows:
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