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The Three Sopranos 
February 8, 2020 at 7:00 pm at TAS 

Cantor Maria Dubinsky (Temple Avodat Shalom, River Edge, NJ) 

Cantor Natasha Hirschhorn (Congregation Ansche Chesed, NY, NY) 

Cantor Marina Shemesh (Temple Sinai, Summit, NJ) 
A unique program that takes a sweeping look at the immensely rich musical culture of Russia 

Proud of our heritage and passionate about Judaism, we invite you on a fascinating journey that will enthrall and entertain! 

Featuring the TAS choirs and band! 

A suggested donation of $18 toward 

Cantor Dubinsky’s Discretionary Fund is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside this issue... 
February calendar on page 29. 
For up-to-date Temple information:   

 Check the Temple website: www.avodatshalom.net 

 Receive weekly announcements by e-mail – send your updated address to administrator@avodatshalom.net 
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Upcoming Events 
February 1st… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
February 2nd… 
Youth Choir, 9:00 am 
Brotherhood Jewpardy, 9:30 am 
Youth Group event, 1:00 pm 
February 3rd… 
Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 
February 4th… 
Yoga, 6:30 pm 
Choir rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
February 6th… 
Torah Study @ Noon  
February 7th… 
Tot Shabbat, 6:00 pm 
Shabbat Shira Services with Youth 
Choir, 7:30 pm 
February 8th… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Sabbath Services, 10:30 am 
Three Sopranos Concert, 7:00 pm 
February 9th… 
Youth Choir, 9:00 am 
Board of Directors, 9:30 am 
Tot program, 10:00 am 
Social Justice mtg, 11:00 am 
SAY G'DAY TO RABBI PAUL - 
CONVERSATION AND 
REFRESHMENTS -  
2:00PM - TAS - SOCIAL HALL 
February 10th… 
Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm 
February 11th… 
Yoga, 6:30 pm 
Choir rehearsal, 7:30 pm 
February 12th 
Sisterhood Board, 8:00 pm 
February 13th… 
Torah Study @ Noon  
February 14th… 
Shabbat Services, 8:00 pm 
February 15th… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
February 16th… 
NO Youth Choir 
NO SCHOOL 
February 17th 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
Office closed 
February 18th… 
Yoga, 6:30 pm 
February 19th… 
NO SCHOOL / NO TAST 
February 20th 
Torah Study @ Noon 
Feeding the Hungry 
February 21st… 
Shabbat Services, 6:00 pm 
February 22nd... 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Sisterhood Potluck Lunch, noon 
February 23rd… 
NO Youth Choir 
NO SCHOOL 
Mental Health First Aid,  
9am - 4pm 
 
 

FROM RABBI JIM STOLOFF … 
 Very often we all think of ourselves as “just a member of 
the community” but we don’t realize how much of an impact 
we have on other people and the community. We are all 
connected, you just never know how what you say and do 
can affect each other. 
-- Audrey Rosenblatt, Immediate Past President 

 When Audrey said these words to me, we weren’t 
exactly sitting down thoughtfully at a meeting. I was full of 
positive emotion and charged with energy at the oneg 
following my installation and AufRuf with Charlotte. Even in 
that state, the weight and power of her words sank in. I am 
so grateful that so many came to share in the community 
moment that was our January 17 Shabbat service and 
rabbinical installation. We are all connected, and powerful 
community moments like that evening give us the 
opportunity to feel and celebrate that connection, as well 
as challenge ourselves with the highest aspirations moving 
forward. I want to share, now in writing and with the entirety 
of our congregation, some of the words I gave that night on 
the theme of what it means to be a community. 
 This shabbat is marked by starting a new book of 
Torah, Shemot, which means Torah Study will be extra 
exciting the next few weeks. Actually, let me be even 
more clear: Tomorrow morning at 9:15 we begin the 
Moses story: Burning bush, Pharaoh, Plagues, Red 
Sea, the whole shebang. It is a great time to come to 
Torah Study, especially if it would be your first time 
joining us. 
 Tonight, starting the book of Shemot, I want to look 
beyond the locusts and the pillars of fire and splitting sea 
to what the book of Exodus is really about: The Mishkan. 
Yes, about two thirds of Exodus reads like an Ikea manual, 
giving precise instructions on how to build the Mishkan, the 
portable sanctuary the Israelites carried around the 
wilderness. The Mishkan in the Torah is based on the 
design of the first temple in Jerusalem and, to a certain 
extent, all Jewish synagogues share some of those 
designs. Just take a look around our Sanctuary (in your 
mind’s eye) and try to see past those late 60s vibes. Look 
around and think about what it took to build this sacred 
space. I will give you a hint: we’re all looking in the wrong 
place. If you want to see what built this sacred space and 
made it special, look at each other. It wasn’t the purple cloth 
and the gold and the lapis lazuli that made the Mishkan 
special - it was the Israelites. It was how they felt about the 
structure, how they felt being in the space and, most 
importantly, how they felt about each other and themselves 
being in a community.  
 It is the same with us. We the community keep this 
temple, our own mishkan, alive as a sacred space. And a 
rabbinic installation is part of that sacred space community. 
An installation isn’t about the rabbi. And it’s not, as my 
mother tells installing the rabbi to make sure they are level 
with the cantor on the bimah. An installation is a life cycle  
 

February 25th 
Yoga, 6:30 pm 
February 27th 
Torah Study @ Noon   
February 28th… 
Shabbat Services, 8:00 pm 
February 29th… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Sisterhood Purim Party,7:00pm 
 
 
 

 
 
Rabbi 
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event for the congregation. It is taking a moment to realize we are, as a community, starting a new stage in 
the sacred journey of Avodat Shalom. We may not be starting a new book, but we are starting a new chapter 
in our Synagogue, and I look forward with anticipation in writing it together. Chazak Chazak V’nitchazek. As 
we move together into the chapters ahead, may our text be written by deeds of Avodat Shalom, working for 
peace, and may we go as one community from strength to strength. Amen!  

    Rabbi Jim Stoloff 
 
 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 February is the shortest month of the year but that doesn’t mean that there is less 
going on at TAS than in a longer month. In fact, looking at the calendar it seems to me 
that it’s one of our busiest months. No matter what your interests, there is something going 
on that will call to you. 
 We start out on the 1st with a Havdalah Laser light show, followed on the 2nd with 
one of the most looked forward to days each year, Groundhog Day! No, not really. While 

I look forward to the day as it’s our daughter’s 30th birthday (hard to believe I’m that old), I think most of you are 
more focused on the super event that day. No, not that one either. I’m talking about JEWPARDY! 
 On the 8th, Cantor Maria is leading the ‘Three Sopranos’ concert, a celebration of Russian Jewish music. The 
next afternoon, Rabbi Paul is stopping by to have afternoon tea with us. Come by and say G’Day. 
 On Saturday the 22nd, why don’t you join us after services for Sisterhood’s Potluck Lunch & Learn? And the 
following Saturday night (the 29th) Sisterhood is throwing an Adult Purim Party. 
 Those are just some of the happenings at TAS this month. We also have Tot Shabbat on the 7th, Brotherhood 
Card night on the 3rd, Feeding the Hungry on the 20th, a Mental Health First Aid session on the 23rd. There’s a 
Sisterhood board meeting, a Brotherhood board meeting, and a Board of Directors meeting. All of which are open 
to all members. Check the temple calendar online for all of the details about all the events. 
 And I won’t even start thinking about how busy March will be, with the Purim Carnival, 2 Purim Shpiels, Comedy 
night, and more. 
 There’s something for everyone. Won’t you come on down to just one event that you were not planning on 
attending? I think you’ll be pleasantly surprised. 

And Happy Groundhogs Day!. 

Steve 
 
 

 

What Did You Learn in Religious School? 
There is an age-old struggle that has been going on since the beginning of religious school and time 

itself…: 

 Why do we have to learn about the Jewish holidays every single year when it’s the “same story” time after 

time?  

 How much overlap and repetition should parents be willing to accept?  

 How many Seder plate crafts can one family fit on one dinner table? 

All good questions, and all very valid. There are a few major factors that come together to form this perfect storm 

of overplayed holiday syndrome, the most obvious of which is the calendar itself. We very often speak to our 

students about the cyclical nature of life; each season leads to the next, and the holidays come back around every 

year!  As teachers, it feels odd “not” to acknowledge and embrace a major holiday or festival that brings with it 

traditions and customs that are so much of who we are, as Jews. (How can we not dip apples into honey at religious 

school during Rosh Hashanah?)  In addition, there may be some students for whom the observance in religious 

school may just be the only opportunity to learn about and celebrate a given holiday. 
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We know that this is not a perfect system, and that, just as we live our lives replicating the calendar, so too, do we 

begin and end the reading the Torah on Simchat Torah each and every year. However, as we encourage our 

students to find something new in the weekly portion during every session of text study, we can do the same for 

the holidays as well. 

The smartest way to address this is with the utilization of a spiral curriculum.  Although the same general subject 

is taught at different grade levels, this curriculum changes qualitatively for each ascending grade level. Yes, there 

is most certainly some review, but every year new ideas and information are added and highlighted so as to prevent 

redundancy. Lessons are continually taught at a higher cognitive and developmental level, so that students remain 

challenged while they increase their knowledge, understanding and skill sets as they grow. 

The use of a spiral curriculum is helpful with other subject content as well. For example, the study of Jewish values 

can be “deepened” throughout the years, not only by addressing new values each year, but also by expanding the 

conversation regarding these middot based on students’ appropriate developmental levels. A Pre-K/Kindergarten 

class may define the words “mitzvah”, “tzedakah” and “kindness” in very simple concrete terms, and talk about 

how important they are in living a good life. As children grow, exploration and fulfillment of repairing the world, 

visiting the sick, welcoming guests and caring for the planet can take on more nuanced and tangential applications. 

Older students and teens can address the implications of Maimondes’ eight levels of giving or perhaps take on 

their own specific ongoing class tzedakah project. 

Here is an example of what a spiral curriculum might look like regarding the holiday of Chanukah: 

Pre-K/Kindergarten: Students will learn the name of the holiday and participate in the celebration at programs at 

school (and at home as well). 

1st Grade: Students will learn about some of the symbols, such as the chanukiah, dreidel, latkes and gelt. They 

will hear the story of the Maccabees, learn about the roles of Mattathias and Judah, and of the victory over the 

Syrian army. 

2nd Grade: Students will retell the Chanukah story through interactive play (such as with puppets), adding in new 

characters and share their family observances and traditions with the class. Students will learn the first Chanukah 

blessing for lighting the Chanukiah.  

3rd Grade: Students will learn about the Jewish calendar, learning the name of the month in which Chanukah falls 

(Kislev), and the meaning of the Hebrew letters on a dreidel. Students will add new songs to their repertoire and 

learn the first two Chanukah blessings. 

4th Grade: Students will track the yearlong cycle of holidays and the Torah portions. They will expand their 

knowledge and traditions of the holiday, including deeper exploration of the use of ritual items and prayers. The 

class will begin to gain a broader understanding of the central themes of religious freedom and standing up for 

what is right. The class will learn to differentiate between a chanukiah and a menorah, and will explore the meaning 

of the word “dedication”. Students will review all three blessings recited the first night. 

5th Grade: Students will expand their knowledge of the background and traditions of Chanukah and will wrestle 

with new concepts and contemporary issues related to the holiday. They will examine the literal and figurative 

concepts of darkness and light, and will integrate differing ethical considerations that may come up in class 

discussion. 

6th Grade: Students will study how other Jews around the world have celebrated Chanukah, both geographically 

and historically. They can be introduced to Hillel and Shammai, or argue some of the debates between the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees. An exploration of the Beit Hamikdash (the Holy Temple) will be explored, along 

with a scientific look at the winter solstice and the ramifications of the return of light for these ancient Jews. 

7th Grade and older: Students will address the fact that Jews fought against other Jews as well during the 

Chanukah story, and discuss the fact that many Hellenized Jews died fighting against the restoration of the Second 

Temple. Older students may want to debate the December dilemma, or use the topic as a vehicle to discuss other 

historical struggles regarding the significance of religious freedom.  

4 



 

 

Along with these specific lessons, new vocabulary, art, music, drama, cooking (we do try to stagger our latke-

making among the grades!) and storytelling should be continually integrated into the curriculum as well, in an 

organized and logistically mapped out manner. 

Of course, this is only one suggested plan for one holiday, and there may be educators who disagree with parts 

of this timetable. However, while these suggestions do allow for some repetition and overlap, they can be 

implemented in such a way that continually enhances and heightens students’ experiences, pride in their Judaism, 

and understanding. 

 
     Morah Barbara 

 

 

JUSTICE AT TAS 

  

 
HOW CAN TAS MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

NEXT MEETING – SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9th @ 11 am 

 

Please join us on Sunday, February 9th @ 11 am to start to plan our next social justice/social action projects, as 

initially discussed at our October 27, 2019 brainstorming session with Rabbi Jim.  Here is a brief summary of the 

brainstorming meeting; more information about the meeting will be available once the Temple’s website is 

updated.  

 Create TAS-Specific Tikkun Olam calendar so members and website visitors know what is available 

 Begin planning for one major multi-year project plus adding more drives and individual events such as a 
Men’s Dress for Success clothing drive 

 Seek to work with other Jewish and non-Jewish partners 

 The RAC – the Religious Action Center of URJ – has a lot of resources we can access. 

 Potential major project will focus on climate change/making TAS more environmentally friendly 

 Continue work in the Gender Identity and Expression area 

 Rebrand our work as the Tikkun Olam Committee 

 Continue to be SMART – Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time-bound 
 

The Temple’s website will be updated in January. At this time, the Justice Central webpages (under Community) 
are currently out-of date.  They will be updated as soon as the new website is operating.  Meanwhile, please 
contact justice@avodatshalom.net to get issues and events added to the Additional Social Justice Opportunities 
or if you have questions about our activities 
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Did you know that TAS has graves available for sale to its members?  Graves are 

available in numbers from single graves up to 8 and 12 grave plots.  The graves are 

located in our property at Cedar Park – Beth El Cemetery.  If you are interested or want 

more information, contact Barbara King, bmking64@optonline.net or 201-843-0785. 

 

 

A Gift for the Future of TAS 

 When asked what TAS means to our congregants, many of our congregants say “family” or “home.” That is a 
wonderful thing for our temple community! 
 If you consider TAS to be part of your family, if you consider TAS to be a home away from home, perhaps you 
would consider leaving a part of your future estate to TAS. Is there a better place to leave your legacy than to your 
family, to improve your home? 
 Please call the Temple office to learn more about how to include the Temple as one of the beneficiaries of your 
Will, retirement plan, life insurance or IRA. 
 

 

    
    OMG they were good. I hope they do this again soon. Did you taste those amazing 
desserts?  Just some of the comments we heard as we were leaving the Brotherhood 
Rock Concert several weeks ago.  Mark Richards and “Plaza North” played three 

hours of amazing music while we ate decadent desserts made by Dan Schulman.   
 Latka Throw Down, what can we say other than Yummy! Another successful event put together by 

the brotherhood and sisterhood.  We were entertained and fed well. 
 If you missed either of these events, don’t despair, we have plenty of great events in the coming months.  
 On February 2nd at 9:30 is our annual Jewpardy game. Adam Herbst is working hard to finalize some 
challenging questions, so you better start studying. 
You can sign up here https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/jewpardy.html  
 If you like to laugh, hang with your friends and eat great desserts then make your reservation now for the 
Brotherhood Comedy Night. On Saturday March 13th, three professional comedians will be performing at TAS. 
Hurry and sign up now https://www.avodatshalom.net/event/brotherhood---comedy-night---700pm.html 
 
   
 

 

Mahjong meetup is Tuesday February 4th from 7-9 pm.  Mahjong will meet each month leading up to Mahj 
Madness in May!  Join us for an educational program with a centurion project speaker on February 22nd 
after services.  Sisterhood Purim Party is February 29th from 7-10 pm. Sisterhood breakfast is March 15th 
at 9:30 am . The next sisterhood meeting is February 12th at 8 pm.   RSVP to events, questions, ideas and 
suggestions contact us at sisterhood@avodatshalom.org.    
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By now, you should have received your CHAI+ RAFFLE books. We’ve gotten donations 
of over 18 great prizes including gift cards to Bonefish Grill, Blue Moon Mexican Café, Sanzari’s New Bridge Inn, 
and so much more !  And we know everyone will love this year's GRAND PRIZE of a wine tasting class for up to 
20 people at Total Wine !!   
 Feel free to sell tickets to your friends, family and neighbors; they can win without attending the drawing on 
March 8, and you can always get more raffle books at the Temple office.  Check out the flyer in the following pages. 
 Thank you to everyone who donated to this year's challenge, 20,000 Lights of Chanukah. We raised over 
$25,000 for TAS operations and programs !! 

See you all at the next TAS event ! 
Lisa and Amy 

 
          
     

 

KIPPAH FUNDRAISER 

    Order Kippot for your special celebration (Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding) through the Temple and 
help support our Parents' Association who help fund many of our children's activities.   
    Call Debra Tester at 201-791-1773 for information. 
 

 
 
 

Each month, the children in our congregation who are celebrating birthdays are called to the bimah 
during our First Friday Family Service. February birthdays will be called to the bimah on 
February 7th.  We wish all of them a Happy Birthday. 

   

  Simon Grinberg    Holland Lewis   Rina Shmulenson    
   

...Lee Benson, Jake Brooks, Ethan Caveda, Alyssa Gencarelli, Simon Kadesh, James LoSchiavo, Henry 
Pobutkiewicz, Mia Rochlin, Noah Rybak, Rebecca Tester, Sarah Tester and Hannah Weinberg… 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 
AND A PAID UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/20 IN ORDER FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A SCHOLARSHIP 

 

SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 

One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and 

enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community 

 

Date: 

 

Parent Name: 

 

Child Name: 

 

Address: 

 

Phone Number: 

 

Email: 

 

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________ 

OR 

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________ 

 

Total Cost of Program __________ 
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Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and program(s). 

_____________ 

 

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side of this 

application or attach a separate sheet.) 

 

Scholarship Rules: 

 

1) Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.  Sisterhood dues MUST 
have been paid by 12/31 of academic year. 

2) All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start of the Jewish experience. 
3) NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however preference is given to 

first time applicants. 
4) Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one time award per individual 

experience. 
5) Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first time applicants. 
6) Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple activity to share their 

experience. 
 

Parent Signature: 

 

Student Signature: 

 

 

Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such 

as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention. 

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at 

sisterhood@avodatshalom.net 

 

 
 

 

  

10 



 
 
 

 

 

HELP OUR LIBRARY GROW! 
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK DONATION 

PROGRAM: 

 
 
Celebrate your child’s (or grandchild’s) birthday with a book donation to the Temple Avodat Shalom Library! 
 
The program is simple. You send in a donation for $18.00, which will be used toward the purchase of a new book. 
The books will be available in the library for your child to select. 
 
On or near their birthday, the librarian will have your child choose a book. A bookplate with your child’s name, 
birthday and the school year will then be placed inside this book. Your child will be the first person to check out 
this personalized book and bring it home to share. Children with birthdays in June will choose a book in December, 
July in January, and August birthdays in February on their "Half Birthday".  
 
Thank you in advance for participating in this wonderful program to help expand our library! If you have any 
questions, please email school@avodatshalom.net  
 
 
_____________________________________________________  
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK PROGRAM  

 $18.00 per book  

 Checks payable to "Temple Avodat Shalom"; memo section “Birthday Book Donation” 
 
 

Name of Child Birthdate 
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The cutoff date for all donations to be listed in the Bulletin is the 25th of each month; otherwise they will be listed 
in the following month’s bulletin. 

 
 

GENERAL FUND 
Donations to the General Fund support all 
activities of the Temple 

SIDNEY SCHNALL 
SHEILA FRIEDMAN 
 To Marilyn & Erwin Kaplan in memory of  
 their son, Andrew Kaplan. 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
   Wishes for a speedy recovery to Peggy 
 Schneider. 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN 
MARIAN ROFFMAN & DAVID GREENFIELD 
VICKI & STEVE MONALOY 
 To Dale & Steve Cohen…Mazel Tov on the  
 arrival of their second grandchild, Cecily 
 Hazel Cohen. 
LENORE & RUBIN LERER 
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH  
 Wishes for a speedy recovery to  
 Naomi Kerstein. 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 
 Congrats! to Mary & Rich Lurie on the 

birth of their grandson, Arlo Alexander 
Lurie. 

JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH 
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
 Congratulations to Peggy Schneider on 
 her speedy recovery. 
ANITA & STUART PLOTKIN 
 For TAS to be used wherever needed.  
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
 In honor of the Aufruf of Charlotte Rocker 
 and Rabbi Jim Stoloff. 
NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
BARBARA & MIKE KING 
 Best wishes to Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi 

Jim on their Aufruf and Wedding.  
ELLEN & NEAL LITINGER 
 Congratulations to Susan & Louis Teichholz  
 on their grandson Chase’s Bar Mitzvah. 
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 
 In memory of Ann Appelbaum’s mother, 
 Teedy Appelbaum. 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
 In honor of Rabbi Jim’s Installation.  
ANN & JEFF BAKER  
 To be used by TAS wherever it’s needed. 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
  To Amy Feorenzo in memory of Irwin 

Rubin.  Best Wishes for Good Health to 
Murray Hochler.   

 From Elyse Nebelkopf & Family in memory 
of Irwin Rubin. 

 
 
 
 

LISA WACKS 
 To her husband, Michael Wacks, in honor 

of his upcoming *50th* Birthday!  
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 
 In memory of Richard Chaimson’s sister, 
 Marcia Selig. 
   Condolences to Pam Edelstein on the loss 
 of her Aunt. 
   Congratulations to Liz, David & Lacey 
 Dunkelman on Lacey’s Bat Mitzvah. 
  In memory of Ann Guss. 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
   Condolences to Pam Edelstein on the loss 
 of her aunt. 
 
YAHRZEIT PLAQUE 
 
PRAYER BOOK FUND 
BARBARA & TONY LUCIANO 
 In honor of the Aufruf and Wedding of 
 Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi Jim Stoloff. 
 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND  
 
CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND 
 
MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND 
 
ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
 
THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND 
CONNIE SCHNOLL  
 To Lisa & Jeff Ellis to welcome their new 
 baby,  Owen Michael Ellis.  
 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
PHYLLIS BESEN 
 In memory of her husband, Martin Besen. 
 In memory of her uncle, William Dworkow. 
LORI & JOHN DAUGHERTY 
 In memory of Lori’s grandfather, Aaron 

Raff. 
ALAN MARCUS 
 In memory of Alan’s parents, Shirley & 

Allan Marcus. 
ILENE & LEW SOLOMON 
 In memory of Lew’s mother, Rachel 

Solomon.  
NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
 In memory of her husband, Donald Jacoby. 
HERB DIAMOND 
 In memory of Sidney Weisbar. 
IRINA & MICHAEL ANSHELEVICH 
 In memory of Irina's aunt, Yelena Diamant. 
JEANNE BUESSER 
 In memory of her mother, Renee 

Schlesinger, 
 and in memory of her cousins Roni Soroudi,  
 Ann Lubell, and Lil Russek. 
. 
 

IRIS LAPIDUS 
 In memory of her grandfather, Morris Warhaftig. 
ROBIN FORREST & STEPHEN LEFKOWITZ 
 In memory of Bradley Forrest and  
 Edmund Pearlman. 
CHARLOTTE MAGID 
 In memory of her mother-in-law, Pauline Magid-
 Obrinsky. 
ROSE KAY BROWNING & BERNARD FAUST 
 In memory of Rose Kay’s mother, Bertha Davis, 
 and Bernard’s brother, Sidney Faust. 
EVELYN REISER 
 In memory of her husband, Joseph Reiser 
 
CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 
  Congratulations to your entire family on the 
 occasion of Maya’s Bat Mitzvah. 
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH 
 To Susan & Louis Teichholz in honor of both of 
 their birthdays. 
 Congrats to Mary & Rich Lurie on the birth of 
 their grandson, Arlo Alexander Lurie. 
VICKI & STEVE MONALOY 
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN 
 In honor of The Three Sopranos Cantorial 
 Concert. 
 
RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
NILENE EVANS 
JOYCE & NEIL MASSOTH 
SIDNEY SCHNALL 
 In honor of Rabbi Jim’s Installation and the 
 Aufruf for him and Charlotte. 
NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING 
THURSDAY TORAH CLASS 
 In honor of Rabbi Jim’s Installation. 
GLORIA & CUBBY COHEN 
LISA A. & ROBERT COHEN 
JOAN & STEVE KAPLAN 
SUSAN & LOUIS TEICHHOLZ 
JOAN & LARRY TAUB 
BARBARA & MICHAEL STARR 
PHYLLIS BESEN 
SONDRA BERMAN 
 In honor of Rabbi Jim's Installation, and 
 congratulations to Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi 

Jim on their Aufruf and Wedding. 
MARILYN & ERIC LANSEY 
 For the Yahrzeit commemoration of Eric’s  
 father, Gilbert Lansey. 
CARRIE & JEFFREY JACOBUS 
 In honor of the Aufruf for Charlotte & Rabbi Jim. 
MARILYN & ERIC LANSEY 
    For a Misheberach prayer for their 8 month old 
 grandson Grayson Shane Friedman’s continued 
 successful recuperation from surgery.   
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ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
 In honor of Rabbi Jim’s Installation. 
LINDA & PHIL GOULD 
 Congratulations to Rabbi Jim and Charlotte 

on all the wonderful events in their lives.  
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
 In commemoration of the Yahrzeit of Celia 
 Altman, Larry's mother. 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 
 In honor of Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi 
 Jim’s Wedding. 
VICKI & STEVE MONALOY 
   In honor of the Aufruf and Wedding of 
Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi Jim Stoloff. 
JESSICA & CHARLES HOROWITZ 
 Yahrzeit donation in memory of Charles’ 
 father, Sol Horowitz. 
EVELYN REISER 
 Good luck with everything! 
 
EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
RACHEL BLUMENSTYK 
 In honor of the Aufruf and Wedding of 
 Charlotte Rocker and Rabbi Jim Stoloff. 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
CONFIRMATION FUND 
 
SISTERHOOD 
  
A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND 
 
BROTHERHOOD 
 
CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
  
SHAVELSON FUND 
To subsidize teen and young adult 
participation in Jewish leadership 
programming 
 

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE 
MARY & RICH LURIE 
 In honor of the birth of their grandson, 
 Arlo Alexander Lurie. 
 
MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
MITZVAH WALK BRICK 
 
TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND 
 
TORAH RESTORATION FUND 
For the care and maintenance of our Torah 
scrolls 
 

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND 
Congratulations to all of the deserving 
recipients of the Sisterhood Camp Scholarship 
Awards:  

HENRY WACKS  
BAILEY WACKS  
ABIGAIL LEVY   
CHARLOTTE LEVY 

   SAM COHEN 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Mazel Tov! to DALE & STEVE COHEN on the 
birth of their second granddaughter, Cecily 
Hazel Cohen. 

 

Get well wishes to JANIS SLOVES. 

 

Thanks to CHERYL JAFFE & CASSY KADESH for 
organizing the dinner prior to our Sisterhood 
Service. 

 

We are grateful to ANNETTE LIEB & BARBARA 
HABER for providing the music during the 
Sisterhood Service. 

 

Many thanks to MARGIE GELBWASSER & JAKI 
RAIDER for organizing the Sisterhood Bingo 
event. 

 

Wishes for a continued speedy recovery 
to PHYLLIS FLEISCH following her wrist 
surgery. 

 

Thank you to CHERYL JAFFE for her donation 
expressing appreciation to Sisterhood for the 
get-well dinner we sent. 
 
Thanks to Sisterhood from GILDA 
RABINOWITZ for the donations and all of the 
get well dinners that were delivered to her 
and Fred following her surgery. 
 

Get well wishes to NAOMI KERSTEIN  as she 
recuperates from her recent heart surgery. 
 

Thank you to DARA GARCIA & BARBARA 
STARR for your help organizing the Sisterhood 
Service. 
 

Congratulations to RABBI JIM on his 
Installation. 

 

Thanks to JOYCE BIVONE for delivering the 
D’var Torah at our Sisterhood Service. 

 

It is our true joy and happiness to wish both 
CHARLOTTE & RABBI JIM STOLOFF the most 
wonderful life together. We are thrilled to say 
Congratulations! 
 
A REMINDER:  Donations to Temple Avodat 

Shalom's Funds may be made, by phone or 

mail, in honor of someone, in memory of 

someone, or "just because."  A beautiful card 

of acknowledgment will be mailed to the 

honoree or to the family of the deceased upon 

receipt of the donation, minimum $10.  

However, certain specific Funds require higher 

minimums, as follows: 

Mishkan T’filah Youth $ 18 
Torah Restoration 180 
Library Fund       18 
Simcha Tree of Life  180 
Gates of Joy       18  
Lapidos Tree of Life  250 
Torah Commentary   90 
Mitzvah Walk Brick              360 
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 20,000 Lights of Chanukah   

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2019 Year End Challenge and helped us reach our goal of 

over $20,000. Following are donations received after 12/31/2019 in addition to those previously listed in 

the December Bulletin. If we inadvertently missed your name, please let us know. 

 

Anonymous 

Brotherhood of TAS 

Loretta Carson 

Michael & Wendy Grinberg 

Jennifer Kleinbaum & Ernie Gremillion 

Meryl Kordower & Richard Chaimson 

Bennet Lapidus 

Brent & Gabrielle Pohlman 

Sisterhood of TAS 

Robert & Jo Ellen Schlossberg 
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16 
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19 
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The TAS Players invite you, your spouse, your kids, your in-laws, your grandparents, and, 

well, anyone who wants to have a rollicking night of good fun to our schmaltzed up version 

of GUYS & DOLLS:  A Purim Shpiel Story  The plot of this year's play is that Aha-Swearos 

and Haman, childhood friends and inveterate gamblers, are living the high life!  But Esther, 

Aha's long term fiance, wants Aha to settle down and become the Haimish guy of her 

dreams.  Haman holds the deed to Temple Avodat Shalom and faces the dilemma of his 

life:  will he lose it at a high stakes game, or will he get lucky and hold on to it?  And, what 

about Vashti, will she ever find love?  Join us for this romantic comedy, and place your 

bets early so you don't miss the fun!  Show night (aka , Purim) is on March 9, 2020.  

 

24 
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HANDY PEOPLE NEEDED TO HELP SENIORS and DISABLED PERSONS 
 Want to enjoy a really rewarding experience?  The Chore Service, sponsored by the Bergen Volunteer Center, 
helps keep Bergen County seniors and people with disabilities safe in their own homes.  Chore volunteers perform 
minor household repairs that these vulnerable people can’t do themselves nor get anyone else to do, and that can 
make a huge difference in the quality of their lives. These repairs are performed at no cost to the people, other 
than the cost of the materials used in the repair.  For those on a fixed income, these savings could mean the 
difference between paying a professional a fee just to evaluate a situation, and whether there is money for food or 
medicine! 
 A Chore volunteer should be able to perform the kind of minor repairs that any able-bodied homeowner must 
do:  replacing broken locks/doorknobs, installing washers in faucets, replacing electric outlets or switches, 
installing grab bars and hand railings, putting in/taking out small air conditioners, even changing light bulbs!  The 
Chore Service has three vans that are sent throughout Bergen County 5 days a week.  A volunteer would be 
assigned one day a week  to a crew that performs 4-5 service calls per day. 
 Chore offers a great volunteer opportunity for retirees or people who work second and third shift jobs.  Call 
Maureen at (201) 489-7790 to find out how satisfying it can be to use your handyperson skills to lend a hand to 
those in need. 
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 Incontinence is the second leading cause of institutionalization. 
 25 million Americans suffer from urinary incontinence 
 25 % of Bergen County seniors live below the poverty level 
 There are currently no programs that offer financial assistance to seniors in need of adult “briefs” or other 

incontinence products, making these necessities for independent living unattainable “luxury” items. 
 Adult products of this kind cost upwards of $100 a month, and with social security benefits averaging 

$874 a month, purchasing them is not possible for millions of adults. 
 Having access to these items are a “basic human need,” allowing senior adults to remain mobile, social 

and productive. Without them, many healthy older people would be trapped in their homes, fearful of 
joining social functions, trips to libraries or the movies, or even attending their own grandchild’s wedding! 

 Seniors who remain socially active remain healthier, both physically and emotionally, and since people 
are living longer and leading more active lives, it is critically important to invest in programs that can help 
them afford products that will allow them to remain engaged in their community.  The cost of not providing 
them will be astronomical by comparison to the care costs incurred by the need of early 
institutionalization and other health problems! 

 Unlike babies, who outgrow the need for diapers, incontinent adults will bear this cost for the rest of their 
lives.   

 A recent study indicates that 25% of our New Jersey seniors cannot afford basic necessities. They are not 
eligible for Medicaid yet their Social Security check does not cover food, medications and adult absorbent products. 
Did you know that there is no government funding for adult care briefs? (formerly known as adult diapers)  Without 
these products many seniors would be trapped in their homes and unable to attend social and/or family events. 
People are living longer and leading more active lives. The Adult Care Brief Bank was developed to collect and 
distribute absorbent products to those in need. Through drives, similar food drives or collections, The Kaplen JCC 
on the Palisades, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, The Academy of Holy Angels, The New Synagogue of 
Fort Lee, St. Joseph's Parish, Bergen Family Center and other venues including networking events have collected 
over 120,000 products. The items collected are distributed to individuals in need through local agencies such as 
the Center for Food Action, Meals On Wheels of Bergen County, and Pascack, Visiting Homemaker Home Health 
Aide Service of Bergen County, Jewish Family Services, Bergen Family Center, the Southeast Senior Center for 
Independent Living (SESCIL) and more. 
 All it takes is an email blast and a collection bin. Oh yea, a bit of media always helps 
 28 



  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

MARCH 
      S    M    T    W    T     F     S      
      1     2     3     4     5     6     7   
      8     9   10   11   12   13   14   
    15   16   17   18   19   20   21    
    22   23   24   25   26   27   28     
    29   30   31   

 

REMINDER 
The calendar on our 

website contains the most 
up-to-date information 

   
 
 
 

6 Shevat                                1 
Parashat Bo 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 
 
 

Hosting Laser Show, 7:00 pm 
 

7 Shevat                             2 
Youth Choir, 9:00 am 
Brotherhood Jewpardy,  
9:30 am 
Youth Group event, 1:00 pm 

8 Shevat                              3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 

9 Shevat                            4 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, 6:30 pm 
Choir rehearsal, 7:30 pm 

10 Shevat                            5 
 

11 Shevat                            6 
Torah Study @ Noon 

12 Shevat         (5:02)         7 
 
 
 

 
Tot Shabbat, 6:00 pm 
Shabbat Shira Services with 
Youth Choir, 7:30 pm 
 

13 Shevat                             8 
Parashat Beshalach 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Sabbath Services, 10:30 am 
 
 

Three Sopranos Concert,  
7:00 pm 
 

14 Shevat                            9 
Youth Choir, 9:00 am 
Board of Directors, 9:30 am 
Tot program, 10:00 am 
Social Justice mtg, 11:00 am 
SAY G'DAY TO RABBI 
PAUL - CONVERSATION 
AND REFRESHMENTS -  
2:00PM 
TAS - Social Hall 
 

15 Shevat                        10 
TU B’SHEVAT 
 
 
 
 
 

Brotherhood Board, 7:00 pm 

16 Shevat                       11 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, 6:30 pm 
Choir rehearsal, 7:30 pm 

17 Shevat                        12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood Board, 8:00 pm 

18 Shevat                        13 
Torah Study @ Noon 

19 Shevat         (5:11)      14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shabbat Services, 8:00 pm 
 

20 Shevat                          15 
Parashat Yitro 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 

21 Shevat                        16 
NO Youth Choir 
NO SCHOOL 

22 Shevat                        17 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
Office closed 

23 Shevat                       18 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, 6:30 pm 

24 Shevat                        19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO SCHOOL / NO TASTE 

25 Shevat                        20 
Torah Study @ Noon 
Feeding the Hungry 
 

26 Shevat         (5:19)      21 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Shabbat Services, 6:00 pm 
 

27 Shevat                          22 
Parashat Mishpatim 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Sisterhood Potluck Lunch, 
noon 
 

28 Shevat                        23 
NO Youth Choir 
NO SCHOOL 
Mental Health First Aid,  
9am - 4pm 

29 Shevat                        24 
 

30 Shevat                       25 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yoga, 6:30 pm 
 

1 Adar                              26 
 

2 Adar                              27 
Torah Study @ Noon 

3 Adar               (5:28)     28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shabbat Services, 8:00 pm 
 

4 Adar                                29 
Parashat Terumah 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
 
 
 
Sisterhood Purim Party,7:00pm 
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