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FROM THE AWARDS COMMITTEE: 

The Awards Committee has been hard at work and is thrilled to announce that it has chosen this year’s Hineni 

and Shavelson awardees. Stay tuned for a future announcement of the winner of this year’s Brudnick Award, but 

in the meantime….. 

The Barbara King Hineni Award will be given to Russell Sagerman and Joel Rosenblatt. In a year that saw us 

more physically separated than ever, Russell and Joel were instrumental in keeping us spiritually, emotionally, 

and technologically connected. Starting with getting us up and running on Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook in 

March 2020 and moving on to having cameras installed so that we could begin livestreaming, we have been able 

to smoothly run virtual services, life cycle events, meetings, social events (including last year’s awards 

ceremony!) and gatherings. While we have never been more apart, in many ways we have also never been 

more closely connected. 

The Lawrence & Ruth Shavelson Community Service Award will be given this year to Peggy Schneider. For 

those of you that know Peggy, I am confident that you agree that there is not a more deserving person. If you 

don’t know Peggy, then allow me to tell you that there is practically no one who has given more of themselves 

and their time to making sure that this community functions smoothly. She has held many roles at TAS over the 

years. In addition, she has overhauled many of our financial and administrative processes. She has cheerfully 

taken on many behind the scenes tasks that need to get done – the types of things that you probably don’t even 

think about, and the reason you don’t have to think about them is because they work so well.  

Please join me in congratulating all of these deserving awardees. Yasher Koach! 

Audrey Rosenblatt 

 

 

Inside this issue... 
April calendar on page 21. 
For up-to-date Temple information:   

 Check the Temple website: www.avodatshalom.net 

 Receive weekly announcements by e-mail – send your updated address to administrator@avodatshalom.net 
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Upcoming Events 
April 1st… 
Torah Study @ Noon 
April 2nd… 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
April 3rd… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat & Passover Services with 
Yizkor, 10:30 am 
April 4th… 
NO SCHOOL 
April 5th… 
Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 
April 6th… 
Tuesday study group,  
9:30 am 
April 7th… 
NO School / NO TASTE 
April 8th… 
YOM HASHOAH 
Torah Study @ Noon 
April 9th… 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
April 10th… 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
Youth Group “Midnight Run” 
April 11th… 
Religious School 
Yom Ha’atzmaut Across America, 
2:00 pm 
April 12th 
Brotherhood board, 7:00 pm     
April 13th… 
Tuesday study group,  
9:30 am 
April 14th… 
Religious School / TASTE 
April 15th… 
YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
Torah Study @ Noon 
April 16th 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
Grades 1 & 2 Family Shabbat 
April 17th 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 
April 18th… 
Religious School 
April 20th… 
Tuesday study group,  
9:30 am 
TAS board, 7:00 pm 
April 21st… 
Religious School / TASTE 
April 22nd… 
Torah Study @ Noon 
April 23rd  
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
April 24th 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am  
April 25th… 
Religious School 
Sisterhood board, 10:00 am 
Feeding the Hungry 
April 27th… 
Tuesday study group, 
9:30 am 

FROM RABBI JIM STOLOFF … 

Let’s get together...slowly & in small groups! 

 No one is more anxious to return to in-person 
community than Cantor and myself. The voices in Shabbat 
service, the post service oneg schmooze and the pre study 
schmooze the next morning...and that is just the beginning. 
From a full year of holidays to our Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood events, from a year of life cycle events to our 
TAS holidays like our awards ceremony...we have missed 
so much. There is no question that the magic of technology 
and the vibrancy of our community has sustained us this 
past year more than we would have ever thought possible. 
But there is also no question that we have missed a huge 
part of what makes us TAS. And that’s not even getting into 
our family engagements, religious school, and youth! 
 The worst part is feeling like every time we start a 
conversation about coming back into the building, cases 
spike and we have to put our timeline on hold. That is 
indeed exactly what is happening right now. With inperson 
group gatherings outside of the bare essentials for life cycle 
events no longer likely for the next several weeks, we are 
looking to alternative ways to get together. So here are 
some things to look forward to with us in the month or so 
ahead. 
 Come on in for your regular temple business! Want 
to get gift cards, get help updating your Shulcloud account, 
or just to come say hi? You can drop into the temple any 
time during business hours without an appointment. If 
Cantor or I are free, please absolutely drop in and say hi, 
have a seat to catch up or maybe even go for a walk! And 
speaking of… 
 Let’s meet & catch up in person! Now that Cantor and 
I are fully vaccinated, we are able to meet for pastoral care, 
counseling, and just to catch up after so long only online. 
We are doing our best to proactively reach out to our 
congregation with calls and now, meetings as well, but 
don’t hesitate if you would like to be in touch or meet. You 
can email us directly or call the main office. 
 Please note we are of course still keeping masks on and 
social distancing for all of these, and a recent negative test 
or (even better) being vaccinated is strongly encouraged 
for any indoor meetings! 
 And I say indoor because now that the weather is getting 

better, we are heading back into the parking lot, 

outdoor sanctuary, and the park! Of course, this is all 

completely weather depending. So keep an eye on our 

email communications to know when services, social 

gatherings, and more will be held outdoors. We know a lot 

more about just how safe outdoor gatherings are for this 

summer. 

April 28th… 
Religious School / TASTE 
April 29th… 
Torah Study @ Noon 
April 30th… 
LAG B’OMER 
Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 

Rabbi 
Jim Stoloff 

Cantor 
Maria Dubinsky 

Educational Director 
Mikah Atkind 

President 
Steve Berman 

Sisterhood 
Liz Dunkelman and 
Cassy Kadesh 

Brotherhood 
Mike Edelstein 

Rabbi Emeritus 
Neal I. Borovitz 

Cantor Emerita 
Ronit Josephson 

This Bulletin is published monthly by 
Temple Avodat Shalom 
385 Howland Avenue 
River Edge, NJ  07661 
Phone:  (201) 489-2463 
Fax:  (201) 489-0775 
email:  
administrator@avodatshalom.net 
Website:  
http://www.avodatshalom.net 

      Holidays: 2020-21 / 5781 
May 17, Shavuot 

REMINDER 
The calendar on our 

Website contains the most 
up-to-date information 
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Our Israelite ancestors knew a thing or two about dynamic outdoor worship and social gatherings. 
It is easy to forget because of two thousand years of indoor sanctuary traditions, but in the ancient world most of 
Jewish worship and community moments were outdoors anyway. For reference, you can check out the book of 
Leviticus in any of the next few weeks of Torah Study. Big fires, big gatherings, lots of food, music, and dedicated 
outdoor gathering space. The Israelites knew how to have a vibrant Jewish life outside the walls of the temple. So 
as the weather improves, and hopefully aligns with our calendar, join us in channeling our ancestors as we move 
to more outdoor Judaism in the coming weeks! 

Rabbi Jim 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
 A year ago, I wrote about getting back to ‘normal’ and told you that I had no idea when 

that would happen. But I don’t think any of us thought that we would still be virtual a year 
later. 

 So, how do we get back to ‘normal’? It starts by continuing to do the things that we have 
been doing for the past year, including social distancing, washing our hands often, and 
wearing masks, even if you have already been vaccinated. 

But what is normal anymore? Things seem to be moving in the direction of what we consider normal but there 
are still questions. How and when are schools going to fully open? How and when is the temple going to open? Or 
just about anything else you can name.  No one has any definite answers, but we can be optimistic based on what 
we are seeing. 

I’m optimistic that we will be able to hold High Holiday Services in person this year. And I’m optimistic that our 
Religious School students will be back in the building come fall. 

We have been making plans to get back together even better and stronger than we were. But I’ve promised 
to always be transparent with you. We continually run into the same issue that we have had for several years 
now. How do we make sure that folks know just how good TAS is? We are the jewel of Bergen County, but not 
enough people know that. 

We need to show those unaffiliated with a temple the advantages to being a member of our community. We 
have some amazing ideas, but we need someone to say Hineni, here I am, and handle our marketing for us. 
I sincerely thank all the folks who have volunteered to help with our communications in the past, but I need 
someone who has some time to give to really be hands-on with this project. If you can step up to help with 
general marketing as well as digital marketing, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc., please reach out to 
me. 

And above all, stay safe. 
Steve 

FROM THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR  
    The Passover Seder is the perfect example of experiential learning. Every piece of the Seder 
contains opportunities for learning and taking in information, as well as performing understanding 
of that information. It is strategically aimed at learners of all abilities and ages, and provides a clear 
structure while leaving room for personal interpretation, questioning, and creativity. Even with the 
food limitations that come with Passover, so many people will say that it’s their favorite holiday 
because of the meaningful experiences that it brings.  

                           As a Religious School, we must aspire to provide experiences as meaningful as a Seder for all 
of our learners at all times. With Project Based Learning, students acquire a deeper knowledge of a topic 
through actively exploring real-world problems and questions. Within the confines of a subject area or 
project outline, students are able to engage with information that interests them, bringing them closer to the 
information and allowing them to create personal meaning in their learning.  
 Many of our students have been engaging in project-based learning, and all will continue to do so throughout 
the rest of the year. TASTE created a community-wide Passover Scavenger Hunt, which forced them to not only 
recall the Passover information that they were already familiar with, but to learn about project planning and 
contributing to their community. Our fifth graders just wrapped up a project on Jewish communities around the 
world, looking in depth into what makes those communities unique. Seventh grade has been reading and listening 
to Holocaust survivor testimonies, which will serve as the inspiration for them to create a creative memory book 
as a class.  
 Instead of receiving lectures on the stories of the Torah or memorizing the history of the State of Israel, students 
are building connections to Judaism through their work, while simultaneously absorbing content, even if they don’t 
realize it. At the end of the Seder, we say “next year in Jerusalem,” looking forward to the day when we can make 
that holy meeting between us and the land. In that spirit, we aim to bring together the holiness of our students and 
our programming, and let us say, “next year in connection.”  

 Mikah Atkind, MAJE/MAJNM 
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Sisterhood News! 

Hope everyone enjoyed trying out all the new recipes from our Can’t Believe It’s Kosher for 
Passover zoom.  Thanks to all who shared recipes and stories!  Next Sisterhood book club will meet in June.  
Date TBD.   We will be reading Judy Batalion’s The Light of Days.  Join us for a great discussion.  Sisterhood 
board meeting is April 25th at 10 am.  Questions, ideas or suggestions, please contact us at:  
sisterhood@avodatshalom.net 

Liz, the Sisterhood, and Cassy would like to thank everyone who participated in our Mishloach Manot fundraiser. 
This was the first year we gifted a Mishloach Manot to every member of our temple community. The program 
was very successful and we will continue to give a bag to everyone from now on. We are very grateful to all who 
gave a donation. With these contributions, Sisterhood will be able to continue giving to the various temple 
causes, helping our temple community with meals for the sick and bereaved, and helping our Hebrew school 
and our children by giving scholarships for Jewish programming. Thank you from the Sisterhood to all who 
helped make this year so successful. 

Larry and Susan Altman 
Gary and Liza Barth 
Jason and Dawn Berger 
Steve and Ellen Berman 
Phyllis Besen 
Thomas and Joyce Bivone 
Edward and Beverly Calem 
Cantor Maria Dubinsky and Arcady 
Roy and Marcia Caspe 
Douglas and Karen Charipper 
Lisa Cohen 
Steve Cohen and Lisa Nelson-Cohen 
Steven L and Dale Cohen 
Naomi Jacoby Cohn 
David and Elizabeth Dunkelman 
Michael and Pamela Edelstein 
Nilene Evans 
Ruth Feigenbaum 
Phyllis Fleisch 
Neil and Jane Gaffin 
Gerald and Dara Garcia 
Margie and Stuart Gelbwasser 
Gail and Eric Goldfarb 
Linda and Philip Gould 
David Greenfield and Marian Roffman 
Michael and Wendy Grinberg 
Kenneth and Barbara Haber 
Warren and Nancy Heaps 
Gunter and Joan Hecht 
Roy and Carol Hermalyn 
Marc and Patty Herrmann 

Charles and Jessica Horowitz 
Marc and Cheryl Jaffe 
Seth and Cassandra Kadesh 
Joan and Steve Kaplan 
Andy and Laurie Katz 
Michael and Barbara King 
Len and Liz Lawton 
Fred Levitan 
Andy and Annette Lieb 
Anthony and Barbara Luciano 
Neil and Joyce Massoth 
Phyllis Meher 
Stephen and Vicki Monaloy 
Brett and Michele Norton 
Marc and Bethlee Potolsky 
Rabbi Jim Stoloff and Charlotte Rocker 
Gilda and Fred Rabinowitz 
Alan Rebhun and Jaki Raider 
Jonathan and Laurie Rochlin 
Joel and Audrey Rosenblatt 
Russell and Sharon Sagerman 
Sidney Schnall 
Stuart and Peggy Schneider 
Edward Schultz 
Ellen Schultz 
David and Janice Sloves 
Vivian Sloves 
Michael and Barbara Starr 
TAS Religious School Committee 
Michael and Lisa Wacks 
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Yom Hashoah Candle Delivery has taken place!! Thank you to the many volunteers 
who dropped them off at each local members front door sometime between March 20th 
and April 7th (Yom Hashoah). If some of you did not receive it, please email us at: 
 brotherhood@avodatshalom.net 

 As we look forward to milder weather and a safer environment we hope to start discussing outdoor TAS 
Brotherhood parking lot events when possible.  

We also may have a Virtual Cocktail Hour soon. 
 It has been one year since we had to postpone our Brotherhood Comedy Night. It has been on our minds ever 
since. We are optimistic that circumstances will improve and we can schedule a new date that we can all look 
forward to. 

Wishing everyone all the best!! 

TAS Brotherhood 
Thank you, 

Mike E. 

The Spring Fling Raffle is coming!  Raffle books will be mailed out soon, so keep 

checking your mailboxes. The winners will be drawn May 23, 2021 during 

the Congregational meeting. We’re very excited about the prizes this year, there  

are some familiar items and some NEW and DIFFERENT things…check out the flyer in the following pages !! 

 On Sunday, June 12, 2021, we will celebrate the recipients of our 2021 Shavelson and Hineni awards. We’re 

not certain what our celebration will look like, but stay tuned, as it will certainly be an event to remember! 

 Peggy Schneider will be receiving the Ruth and Lawrence Shavelson award. Over the years, Peggy has devoted 

many hours and much energy to TAS, stepping in anywhere help was needed, and she continues to do so. We 

are so grateful for her dedication to our community. 

 For the past few years, TAS has been diving into the digital age; this past year, we were all able to stay 

connected, even though we couldn’t be in the Temple together. We could not have accomplished this without the 

tireless efforts of Joel Rosenblatt and Russell Sagerman, this year’s Barbara King Hineni award recipients.  Thank 

you for ensuring that TAS has been able to thrive, even in the worst of circumstances. 

Check out our TAS Wish List ! 
 A great way to show your gratitude for all the hard work our TAS leaders have done through the year of Covid 
would be to give something tangible that is needed.  You will find a variety of different ways to pay it forward, at all 
different levels, and we need your help now more than ever before.  Click on the link, or see the written Wish List 
in the following pages. Go to the Wish List, select something that speaks to you, and give back to TAS; 
you’ll feel really good when you’re done!!   https://www.avodatshalom.net/how-can-i-help 

Covid may have changed the way we do things, but it hasn’t stopped us.  If you’d like to honor a loved one’s 
yahrtzeit, you can do so in a beautiful and meaningful way by ordering a Yahrtzeit Plaque. 
These plaques can be engraved with your departed’s name and date of passing (Hebrew year, secular year or 
both). They are hung on the Sanctuary wall for a period of time close to and including your loved one’s yahrtzeit 
date. If you are interested, please call the Temple office for more information. 
 We all need facemasks ! – TAS face masks are still available for $10 each – they are stretchy and comfy and 
since we have to wear masks, we might as well show our TAS spirit!  There is a link in the weekly announcements, 
or you can go directly to the TAS website to order online. Please see the flyer below for a picture, description and 
ordering details 
 Keep your eyes peeled for more events and activities to come. It may all look a little different, but we 
are still together and still a vibrant Temple Community 

Chag Pesach Sameach and Happy Spring! 
Lisa and Amy 

Did you know that TAS has graves available for sale to its members?  Graves are 

available in numbers from single graves up to 8 and 12 grave plots.  The graves are 

located in our property at Cedar Park – Beth El Cemetery.  If you are interested or want 

more information, contact Barbara King, bmking64@optonline.net or 201-843-0785. 
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TIKKUN OLAM COMMITTEE 

On February 23rd, a focused group met to discuss Caste by Isabel Wilkerson.  It was a wonderful, thoughtful 

conversation about the world in which we live. 

We, together with RAC-NJ, held a Legislator Conversation with Assemblywoman Lisa Swain and Assemblyman 

Christopher Tully of District 38 (Bergenfield, Fair Lawn, Glen Rock, Hasbrouck Heights, Hawthorne, Lodi, 

Maywood, New Milford, Oradell, Paramus, River Edge, Rochelle Park, Saddle Brook) at noon on Thursday, March 

18th.  Approximately 38 members attended.  We are excited to begin to build relationships with our local legislators. 

Did you know that New Jersey will be picking our next governor and filling all 120 seats in our State legislature in 

this November’s General Election?  As election season gears up, Brotherhood will likely hold candidate 

forums and we hope you will consider attending them – we hope that we will be live in our Social Hall!  Stay 

tuned for additional civic engagement initiatives from the Tikkun Olam Committee. 

Rabbi Jim and Nilene Evans are taking Don’t Kvetch, Organize, a six week organizing class through Join for 

Justice.  They are in different classes together with about 16 other people who became aware of this program 

through RAC-NJ.  We are stronger when we can work together across the state. 

We have formed a RAC-NJ congregational team consisting of Rabbi Jim, Nilene Evans, Audrey Rosenblatt, 

Amy Lederman and Michelle Kaufman, who have agreed to be point people for various RAC-NJ initiatives.  This 

is in addition to our much larger Tikkun Olam Committee. 

RAC-NJ launched last August with a mandate to meaningfully address the problem of racial and economic injustice 

in the Garden State. Since then, RAC-NJ’s statewide issue research team has been hard at work getting to know 

New Jersey’s political and advocacy landscape.  On March 30 and 31st, RAC-NJ held Issue Selection Town Halls 

in which we heard about the research process that led to its top 2-3 issue campaigns for 2021, learned more about 

these campaigns, and weighed in on which of these campaigns members of this temple and other Reform Jews 

throughout New Jersey are most excited to work on in 2021.  Stay tuned for the issue roll-out in early May. 

Brett Norton’s Feeding the Hungry work, with Andy Katz’s assistance, has been amazing at feeding 150 people at 

a time, sometimes on very short notice.  Here is a recent article that was featured in The Record, 

https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/coronavirus/2021/03/05/bergen-county-nj-homeless-shelter-survived-

covid-using-motel-rooms/6747889002/, and a video about the work Family Promise does every day with a shout-

out to TAS, Brett and Andy, https://www.bergenfamilypromise.org/spotlight-on-walk-in-dinner-team-leaders/  

The Tikkun Olam on Tuesday emails will be coming out generally every other Tuesday.  In addition to discussing 

our own initiatives, we welcome people to tell us about other organizations that can use our help.  Please email 

justice@avodatshalom.net with any programs or organizations that should be highlighted. 

For more information about any of these programs, please contact justice@avodatshalom.net. 

"It is not your responsibility to finish the work of perfecting the world,  

but you are not free to desist from it either."  Rabbi Tarfon, Pirke Avot 2:21 
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A Gift for the Future of TAS 

When asked what TAS means to our congregants, many of our congregants say “family” or “home.” That is a 
wonderful thing for our temple community! 

If you consider TAS to be part of your family, if you consider TAS to be a home away from home, perhaps you 
would consider leaving a part of your future estate to TAS. Is there a better place to leave your legacy than to your 
family, to improve your home? 

Please call the Temple office to learn more about how to include the Temple as one of the beneficiaries of your 
Will, retirement plan, life insurance or IRA. 

KIPPAH FUNDRAISER
    Order Kippot for your special celebration (Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding) through the Temple and 
help support our Parents' Association who help fund many of our children's activities.   

 Call Debra Tester at 201-791-1773 for information. 

April birthdays.  We wish all of them a Happy Birthday. 

  Ariana Altman  

… Matthew Brooks, Jared Davis, Jonathan Ginsberg, Ethan Hoffman, Joshua Kaplan, Sabrina Klein, 
Jacob Reicher and Max Weinberg  …
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      TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM 

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES & WISH LIST 

The decision to make a charitable gift is a wonderful way to express your commitment to Temple Avodat Shalom as a 
priority in your life or to honor a loved one or special event. 

This list of items that will benefit our temple community will evolve as time goes on. Items range from the large to the 
small, as well as group items like Torah Commentaries where one or ten make a difference. Every item and any 
amount makes a meaningful addition and is greatly appreciated. There is a lot to choose from, so have fun! 

Once you have chosen a "wish" to grant, please contact the Temple office to be guided through the process. 

Your name ______________________________________________ 

Address     ______________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  __________________________________________ 

Phone ________________                E-mail _____________________ 
Return to: 

TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM 
385 Howland Ave. River Edge 

201-489-2463

  Rabbi Jim Stoloff   rabbistoloff@avodatshalom.net 
  Cantor Maria Dubinsky        cantordubinsky@avodatshalom.net 
  President Steve Berman            president@avodatshalom.net 
  Amy Lederman/Lisa Cohen     fundraising@avodatshalom.net 

Enhancing Worship 

□“The Torah: A Women's Commentary” ($36 each)

□Mishkan T’filah siddur ($36 each)

□Sponsor an Oneg in honor, in memory, just because ($200)

□Underwrite High Holy Day babysitting ($600 or $12,000 in perpetuity)

Commemoration 

□Sponsor a bench in the outdoor Sanctuary ($72 each)

□Yahrzeit plaque ($180 each)

□Mitzvah Walk brick ($360)

□Tree of Life ($250)

Building

□New podium for the bima ($10,000)

□Comfy schmoozing area for the lobby ($3,000)

□New seating for the Bima ($9,000)

□Additional lighting in the parking lot ($6,000)
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□Snow plowing ($1,000/plowing)

□Landscaping ($400/month)

□Utilities ($2,500/month)

□Roof maintenance ($2,400/year)

Live Streaming 

□We now have the ability to live stream our services, study, & programming; impacting our homebound & distant

members & beyond. This happened sooner than expected due to Covid 19.  Your donations will help improve and maintain
Livestreaming at TAS

Religious School 

□Hebrew School scholarship ($1,200/year or $24,000 in perpetuity)

□Sponsor a student’s B’nai Mitzvah training ($750 for one child)

□Religious School teacher salary ($600/month)

□Sponsor a Religious School class trip ($500)

□Sponsor Religious School programming ($500)

□Sponsor a bus for a Religious School field trip ($500)

Youth 

□Support our teens’ annual Midnight Run ($72)

□Sponsor the Youth Group’s annual Purim Carnival ($2,000/year or $40,000 in perpetuity)

□Sponsor a teen’s NFTY summer in Israel ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity)

□Sponsor a child’s summer at a Reform Jewish camp ($1,000 or $20,000 in perpetuity)

Scholar / Artist in Residence 

□Give a weekend filled with lifelong Jewish memories to the entire congregation. Scholars and artists in residence make a

week or weekend at TAS - from study to worship to religious school - go from ordinary to extraordinary. Honorariums range
from $3,000-$5,000.

Member Hits the Lottery 

□Digital Yahrzeit Memorial Board ($20,000)

□Name the Bulletin ($15,000 for one year or $300,000 in perpetuity)

□Renovate the kitchen ($100,000)

□New carpeting throughout building ($40,000)

□Upgrade the HVAC in the Religious School ($30,000)

□New stained glass panels on front of building ($110,000)

□Renovate the Sanctuary ($1,000,000)

□A gift to endow a clergy person’s salary (an endowment of $250,000 for a one month endowment and $3,000,000 for

an annual endowment)
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Temple Avodat Shalom 
Enrollment Code - B814B5A718L52 
For further questions - email us giftcard@avodatshalom.net  
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PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST BE A TEMPLE MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING 
AND A PAID UP MEMBER OF SISTERHOOD BY 12/31/21 IN ORDER FOR YOUR 
CHILD TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR A SCHOLARSHIP 

SISTERHOOD JEWISH CAMP AND EXPERIENCE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

One of the goals of the Sisterhood is to encourage our members’ children to have fun and 

enriching Jewish experiences beyond the TAS community 

Date: 

Parent Name: 

Child Name: 

Address: 

Phone Number: 

Email: 

Jewish Camp (please list name) ____________________________________ 

OR 

* Jewish Experience (please specify) _________________________________

Total Cost of Program __________ 
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Have you previously received a Sisterhood scholarship? If yes, please list date(s) and program(s). 

_____________ 

Please describe why you would like to attend your program. (Please use the reverse side of this 

application or attach a separate sheet.) 

Scholarship Rules: 

1) Parent must be a member in good standing of TAS and the TAS Sisterhood.  Sisterhood dues MUST
have been paid by 12/31 of academic year.

2) All scholarship requests must be received by May 1st or prior to the start of the Jewish experience.
3) NEW - Students may apply for a camp scholarship multiple years, however preference is given to

first time applicants.
4) Scholarships for Jewish experiences other than camp are limited to a one time award per individual

experience.
5) Decisions will be made no later than May 1st with preference given to first time applicants.
6) Students who receive scholarships may be asked to participate in a Temple activity to share their

experience.

Parent Signature: 

Student Signature: 

Jewish experience scholarships are awarded for youth trips to Israel or Jewish youth experiences such 

as the RAC trip or the NFTY Bi-Annual Convention.

If you have any questions or require further clarification please contact us at 

sisterhood@avodatshalom.net 
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HELP OUR LIBRARY GROW! 
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK DONATION 

PROGRAM: 

Celebrate your child’s (or grandchild’s) birthday with a book donation to the Temple Avodat Shalom Library! 

The program is simple. You send in a donation for $18.00, which will be used toward the purchase of a new book. 
The books will be available in the library for your child to select. 

On or near their birthday, the librarian will have your child choose a book. A bookplate with your child’s name, 
birthday and the school year will then be placed inside this book. Your child will be the first person to check out 
this personalized book and bring it home to share. Children with birthdays in June will choose a book in December, 
July in January, and August birthdays in February on their "Half Birthday".  

Thank you in advance for participating in this wonderful program to help expand our library! If you have any 
questions, please email school@avodatshalom.net  

_____________________________________________________ 
TEMPLE AVODAT SHALOM BIRTHDAY BOOK PROGRAM  

 $18.00 per book

 Checks payable to "Temple Avodat Shalom"; memo section “Birthday Book Donation”

Name of Child Birthdate 
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The cutoff date for all donations to be listed in the Bulletin is the 25th of each month; otherwise they will be 
listed in the following month’s bulletin. 

IN MEMORIAM    

The congregation extends deepest sympathy to the families of: 

… Jill & Ira Gerlin, on the passing of her mother, Paula Baker Goodman; 

… Leonard, Diane and Wendy Lavenda, on the passing of their mother, Violet Lavenda. 

GENERAL FUND 
Donations to the General Fund support all 
activities of the Temple 

SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
In honor of Nilene Evans with thanks for all 
that she does for TAS; 
In honor of Gary Barth with thanks for all 
that he did for the Purim Spiel! 

STEVE JOFFE 
Thanks to everyone who made donations 
for Mishloach Manot in celebration of 
Purim 

ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
Congratulations to the Brooks Family - 
Beth, Doug, Jake & Matthew - in 
celebration of Jake’s Bar Mitzvah 

PHYLLIS MEHER 
In honor of the birth of my newest 

 great-granddaughter, Rose Dunkelman 
CLAIRE SELTZER 
PHYLLIS BESEN 

Mazel Tov! to Phyllis Meher and family on 
the arrival of her new great-granddaughter, 
Rose Dunkelman 

NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
To the Fagan Family in memory of Alvin 
Fagan 

LIZ & LEN LAWTON 
GALE & ERIC GOLDFARB & FAMILY 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 

 Condolences to the Gerlin family on the 
recent passing of Jill’s mother, Paula Baker 

 Goodman 
TAS SISTERHOOD 

Condolences to the Rosman Family on the 
passing of Anne Rosman, beloved mother 
of Charles and Michael 

RUTH FEIGENBAUM 
 To the Goldsmith Family in memory of 
    Bertha Goldsmith 
BETHLEE & MARC POTOLSKY 

Mazel Tov! to Ellen Schultz on Josh’s 
graduation from college. 

YAHRZEIT PLAQUE 

PRAYER BOOK FUND 

SOCIAL ACTION FUND – “FEEDING THE 
HUNGRY”  
SHARON GREY 

For “Feeding the Hungry” - With pride, and 
in honor of the marriage of her son, Alex 
Grey, to Devon Francis; 
For “Feeding the Hungry” with messages of  
thanks and Happy Pesach to Dr. Julie Kawut 

GINEEN & DONALD WEISS 
 In honor of Brett Norton & Andy Katz for all
    that they do for “Feeding the Hungry” 
BARBARA & MICHAEL KING 

For “Feeding the Hungry” in honor of 
 Sharon Grey becoming a mother-in-law 
PEGGY & STUART SCHNEIDER 
BARBARA & JERRY MARKOWITZ 
HARRIET & GARY LEVENTHAL 
LINDA & PHILIP GOULD 
LENORE & RUBIN LERER 
MARCIA & ROY CASPE 
LISA MELTZER PRESS & BRYAN PRESS 
KAREN & MITCHELL LIGHT 
AUDREY & JOEL ROSENBLATT 

CHILDREN'S LIBRARY FUND 

MISHKAN T’FILAH FOR YOUTH FUND 

BOOK OF LIFE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUND  - TIKKUN OLAM 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

THE SCHNOLL MUSIC FUND 

YOUTH GROUP 
CASSY KADESH 
NILENE EVANS 

Gift Card donations for “Midnight Run” 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
SUSAN & LARRY ALTMAN 
  In memory of Larry’s father, Lester Altman 
ROSE KAY & BERNARD FAUST 
 In memory of Bernard’s mother, Lena Faust 
VICKI & STEVE MONALOY 
 In memory of Vicki’s mother, Rhoda Chalfin 
ELLEN & STEVE BERMAN 
 In memory of Ellen’s mother, Sheila Peled 
VIVIAN POTOLSKY 

In memory of Faye Potolsky; 
 In memory of Delphie Greenbaum 
NAOMI KERSTEIN 

In memory of her husband, Ronald 
Kerstein; 
In memory of her father-in-law, Nathan 
Kerstein; 
In memory of Samuel Hanna 

JOAN & GUNTER HECHT 
In memory of Lynn Julius; 

    In memory of Ralph Julius 
SHARON GREY 

In memory of her father, Harold Freeman 
JOE MOSKOWITZ 

In memory of his father, Morton 
Moskowitz 

JESSICA & CHARLES HOROWITZ 
In memory of Charles’s mother, Gertrude 
Horowitz 

JEANNE BUESSER 
In memory of her aunt, Carrie Blankfield; 
In memory of her cousin, Karen Fine 

NAOMI JACOBY COHN 
In memory of her parents, Louis & Pauline 

 Levin 
PHYLLIS FLEISCH 

In memory of her grandparents, 
Lilly & Joseph Thon 

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RABBI JIM’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
SONDRA BERMAN PHILLIPS & JACK 
PHILLIPS  
 Happy Birthday, Rabbi Jim! 
JUDITH ZIMMERMAN 

For Passover 

EDUCATOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DONATION 

CONFIRMATION FUND 

SISTERHOOD 
COOKIE & MYRON LESH 
LINDA & HOWARD TOPPER 

Thanks to the Sisterhood for organizing and 
distributing Mishloach Manot to the TAS 

congregation in celebration of Purim 

A. BAER MEMORIAL SCHOOL FUND

BROTHERHOOD 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

SHAVELSON FUND 
To subsidize teen and young adult 
participation in Jewish leadership 
programming 

LAPIDOS TREE OF LIFE 
MELANIE STRUBLE 

In memory of her father, Herbert Leon 
Bein 

OUTDOOR BENCH MEMORIAL 
ALAN MARCUS 

   Two dedicated benches: one in memory of 
Allan L. Marcus & Shirley R. Marcus; and 
one in memory of Allan L. Marcus & 
Barbara R. Nusbaum   
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MICHAEL MEALIA SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

MITZVAH WALK BRICK 

TORAH COMMENTARIES FUND 

TORAH RESTORATION FUND 
For the care and maintenance of our Torah 
scrolls 

SISTERHOOD SUNSHINE FUND 
• Many, many thanks to CASSY KADESH and 

SUSAN ALTMAN for their tremendous effort 
in making our Sisterhood Purim Bag event so 
successful

• Mazel Tov to Jake Brooks on his Bar Mitzvah
• Congratulations to Phyllis Meher on the birth 

of her great-granddaughter Rose
• Deepest condolences to JILL & IRA GERLIN on 

the passing of Jill’s mother, Paula Baker 
Goodman

• Much appreciation to CHERYL JAFFE for 
organizing and implementing Sisterhood’s 
fun Kosher for Passover recipes.

A REMINDER:  Donations to Temple Avodat 
Shalom's Funds may be made, by phone or 
mail, in honor of someone, in memory of 
someone, or "just because."  A beautiful card 
of acknowledgment will be mailed to the 
honoree or to the family of the deceased upon 
receipt of the donation, minimum $10.  
However, certain specific Funds require higher 
minimums, as follows: 
Mishkan T’filah Youth $ 18 
Torah Restoration 180 
Library Fund      18 
Simcha Tree of Life  180 
Gates of Joy      18 
Lapidos Tree of Life 250 
Torah Commentary 90 
Mitzvah Walk Brick 360 
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Temple Avodat Shalom 

Spring Fling Raffle 
  Fabulous Prizes!   Something for Everyone! 

Humdingers, Paramus $20 gift card 

Kinderkamack Hot Bagels, River Edge 2 dozen bagels, $22 value 

Kinderkamack Hot Bagels, River Edge 2 dozen bagels, $22 value 

Dairy Queen, Emerson $25 gift card 

ChopStix Glatt Kosher Chinese, Teaneck $25 gift card 

River Edge Diner, River Edge $25 gift card 

River Edge Diner, River Edge $25 gift card 

Carousel Cakes, Ridgewood & Englewood  Standard 7” cake & cake server, $28 value 

The Habit Burger Grill, River Edge 8 Charburger tickets, $28 value 

The Habit Burger Grill, River Edge 8 Charburger tickets, $28 value 

Stew Leonard’s, Paramus  $30 gift card 

Duck Donuts, Paramus Goody bag-gift card, t-shirt, mug, $54 value 

Foster Village Kosher Deli, Bergenfield  Shabbat Dinner, $50 value 

Foster Village Kosher Deli, Bergenfield  Shabbat Dinner, $50 value 

Acme Supermarket, various locations $50 gift card 

Cedar Market, Teaneck $50 gift card 

The Gravity Vault Indoor Rock Gym, USR 2 people/1 hour, $55 value 

Bury the Hatchet, Paramus 2 people/1 hour, $64 value 

Stumpy’s Hatchet House, Upper Saddle River 4 people/1 hour, $100 value 

Pinot’s Palette, Ridgewood  $100 gift certificate 

Wegman’s, Montvale $100 gift card 

Pampered Chef Home party, food grater, $20 gc, $200 value 

 GRAND PRIZE—Private Wine Class for 20, Total Wine & More, $500 value 

All prizes to be drawn Sunday, May 23, 8:00pm, 

at conclusion of TAS Congregational meeting 

Tickets $18 each 

Raffle open to all—family, friends, neighbors & co-workers 
(Winners need not be present) 

Questions? Contact Amy Lederman – amyasl@aol.com  or Lisa Cohen - lcohen1204@gmail.com 
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HANDY PEOPLE NEEDED TO HELP SENIORS and DISABLED PERSONS
Want to enjoy a really rewarding experience?  The Chore Service, sponsored by the Bergen Volunteer Center, 

helps keep Bergen County seniors and people with disabilities safe in their own homes.  Chore volunteers perform 
minor household repairs that these vulnerable people can’t do themselves nor get anyone else to do, and that can 
make a huge difference in the quality of their lives. These repairs are performed at no cost to the people, other 
than the cost of the materials used in the repair.  For those on a fixed income, these savings could mean the 
difference between paying a professional a fee just to evaluate a situation, and whether there is money for food or 
medicine! 

A Chore volunteer should be able to perform the kind of minor repairs that any able-bodied homeowner must 
do:  replacing broken locks/doorknobs, installing washers in faucets, replacing electric outlets or switches, 
installing grab bars and hand railings, putting in/taking out small air conditioners, even changing light bulbs!  The 
Chore Service has three vans that are sent throughout Bergen County 5 days a week.  A volunteer would be 
assigned one day a week  to a crew that performs 4-5 service calls per day. 

Chore offers a great volunteer opportunity for retirees or people who work second and third shift jobs.  Call 
Maureen at (201) 489-7790 to find out how satisfying it can be to use your handyperson skills to lend a hand to 
those in need. 
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 Incontinence is the second leading cause of institutionalization.
 25 million Americans suffer from urinary incontinence
 25 % of Bergen County seniors live below the poverty level
 There are currently no programs that offer financial assistance to seniors in need of adult “briefs” or other

incontinence products, making these necessities for independent living unattainable “luxury” items.
 Adult products of this kind cost upwards of $100 a month, and with social security benefits averaging

$874 a month, purchasing them is not possible for millions of adults.
 Having access to these items are a “basic human need,” allowing senior adults to remain mobile, social

and productive. Without them, many healthy older people would be trapped in their homes, fearful of
joining social functions, trips to libraries or the movies, or even attending their own grandchild’s wedding!

 Seniors who remain socially active remain healthier, both physically and emotionally, and since people
are living longer and leading more active lives, it is critically important to invest in programs that can help
them afford products that will allow them to remain engaged in their community.  The cost of not providing
them will be astronomical by comparison to the care costs incurred by the need of early
institutionalization and other health problems!

 Unlike babies, who outgrow the need for diapers, incontinent adults will bear this cost for the rest of their
lives.

A recent study indicates that 25% of our New Jersey seniors cannot afford basic necessities. They are not 
eligible for Medicaid yet their Social Security check does not cover food, medications and adult absorbent products. 
Did you know that there is no government funding for adult care briefs? (formerly known as adult diapers)  Without 
these products many seniors would be trapped in their homes and unable to attend social and/or family events. 
People are living longer and leading more active lives. The Adult Care Brief Bank was developed to collect and 
distribute absorbent products to those in need. Through drives, similar food drives or collections, The Kaplen JCC 
on the Palisades, Englewood Hospital and Medical Center, The Academy of Holy Angels, The New Synagogue of 
Fort Lee, St. Joseph's Parish, Bergen Family Center and other venues including networking events have collected 
over 120,000 products. The items collected are distributed to individuals in need through local agencies such as 
the Center for Food Action, Meals On Wheels of Bergen County, and Pascack, Visiting Homemaker Home Health 
Aide Service of Bergen County, Jewish Family Services, Bergen Family Center, the Southeast Senior Center for 
Independent Living (SESCIL) and more. 

All it takes is an email blast and a collection bin. Oh yea, a bit of media always helps 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

MAY 
S     M    T    W     T     F    S 

  1 
2    3    4    5    6    7    8 
9   10   11   12   13   14   15 

   16   17   18   19   20   21   22 
   23   24   25   26   27   28   29 
   30   31 

19 Nisan       1 
Torah Study @ Noon 

20 Nisan      (7:04)    2 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 

21 Nisan                               3 
Parashat Pesach 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat & Passover Services 
with Yizkor, 10:30 am 

22 Nisan    4 
NO SCHOOL 

23 Nisan    5 

Brotherhood cards, 8:00 pm 

24 Nisan        6 
Tuesday study group, 
9:30 am 

25 Nisan    7 

NO School / NO TASTE 

26 Nisan       8 
YOM HASHOAH 
Torah Study @ Noon 

27 Nisan      (7:11)    9 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 

28 Nisan                            10 
Parashat Shmini 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 

Youth Group “Midnight Run” 

30 Nisan         11 
Religious School 
Yom Ha’atzmaut Across 
America, 2:00 pm 

30 Nisan    12 

Brotherhood board, 7:00 pm 

1 Iyar        13 
Tuesday study group, 
9:30 am 

2 Iyar      14 

Religious School / TASTE 

3 Iyar         15 
YOM HA’ATZMAUT 
Torah Study @ Noon 

4 Iyar      (7:19)      16 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 
Grades 1 & 2 Family Shabbat 

5 Iyar                                 17 
Parashat Tazria-Metsora 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 

6 Iyar      18 
Religious School 

7 Iyar      19 8 Iyar        20 
Tuesday study group, 
9:30 am 

TAS board, 7:00 pm 

9 Iyar      21 

Religious School / TASTE  

10 Iyar          22 
Torah Study @ Noon 

11 Iyar      (7:26)      23 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 

12 Iyar                               24 
Parashat Achrei Mot-Kedoshim 
Wrestling with the Torah, 9:15 am 
Shabbat Services, 10:30 am 

   25 13 Iyar       

Religious School

Sisterhood board, 10:00am  
Feeding the Hungry 

14 Iyar      26 15 Iyar         27 
Tuesday study group, 
9:30 am 

16 Iyar      28 

Religious School / TASTE 

17 Iyar          29 
Torah Study @ Noon 

18 Iyar      (7:34)      30 
LAG B’OMER 

Shabbat Services, 7:00 pm 

REMINDER 
The calendar on our 

website contains the most 
up-to-date information 

APRIL 2021/5781    nisan - iyar

21 




