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Our thanks and appreciation to  
Ponctuation Grafix

”

MONTREAL TORAH CENTER  
IS DEDICATED TO THE REBBE.
The vibrant legacy of the Rebbe’s visionary leadership 
and his boundless love for every Jew are an endless 
source of guidance and inspiration to his legions of 
emissaries and admirers throughout the world. 
 
Then all Humanity will live in harmony and will call 
upon G-d to serve Him with one heart. (Zephania 3:9) 
 
For out of Zion shall issue forth Torah, and the word of 
G-d from Jerusalem. (Isiah 2:3)
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As Chabad continues to experience expo -
nential growth world-over, increasing 

numbers of studies are being commissioned 
to understand the phenomenon with the view 
of emulating its formula. 

One such study, recently commissioned by the 
Synagogue Council of Massachusetts, 
bears the tantalizing heading ‘Disrupt!’ In it, 
the author points out a number of critical areas 
where the Chabad model radically departs 
from – disrupts – the traditional Jewish 
establishment modus operandi.  

 In this spirit then, I thought it helpful to briefly 
outline here the underpinnings of Chabad and 
some practical aspects unique to Chabad, all 
of which apply, of course, to MTC. 

• Chabad teachings (Chassidut), rooted in 
Jewish mysticism (Kabbalah), promote an 
inclusive worldview which embraces all  
of humanity – every human being is 
created in G-d’s image – as it addresses and 
explains the role of the Jew vis-a-vis  
the rest of humankind. In Chabad teachings 
it isn’t about Jewish survival and continuity. 
It’s about our responsibility to humanity  
at large, as well as to the individual.  
Chabad teachings reveal Torah’s profound 
road-map by which we can, and will, heal 
and perfect the world. Chabad champions 
an optimistic view of life and the ultimate 
destiny of humankind. 

• Chabad teachings reveal an understanding 
and appreciation of the ‘neshama’/Jewish 
soul within every Jew. This knowledge 
engenders an unconditional love and 
embrace of every Jew regardless of degree 
of knowledge, observance or affiliation. No 
Jew is second to another. All Jews are 
equal. Chabad looks at every Jew and sees 
that ‘neshama’ within. Accordingly, it isn’t 
about ‘converting’ or ‘changing’ anyone, 
rather it’s about reaching and nurturing 
their Jewish spark, their own Jewish 
soul. No Jew is, or can be, beyond the pale. 

• Chabad is utterly devoted therefore to  
the welfare of every Jew, spiritually and 
materially.  

• Every individual Jew is a whole world and 
no effort is too great to reach out, connect 
and serve. 

• Chabad does not compromise Torah values 
or practices to make Judaism more appeal -
ing. People seek and respect authenticity 
and honesty.  

• The teachings of Chabad Chassidut 
(particularly the Rebbe’s teachings whose 
works exceed one hundred volumes) are 
extraordinarily profound. Chabad Chassidut, 
which reveals and rationally articulates  
the inner and deepest layers of the Torah, 
offers soul-refreshingly deep and nourishing 
answers, insight and direction into life’s 
greatest questions, mysteries, challenges 
and problems. The teachings of Chassidut 
exquisitely probe the inner workings of the 
Divine and of Man. 

• In contrast to the widely-held view within 
Orthodox Judaism that the objective of our 
sojourn on earth is to earn reward in the 
after-life, Chabad Cassidus reveals that the 
ultimate purpose is the bringing of Heaven 
down to Earth. G-d’s deepest desire is that 
we make this world a ‘home’ for Him. The 
physical world is not to be ‘overcome’ and 
resisted but transformed into an abode for 
the Divine – a home in which G-d shares 
Himself with man in an intimate bond. 

• A related core teaching of Chabad Chassidut 
is the all-pervasive presence of G-d, and 
how all of life, macro and micro, is inter-
connected and integral to the Divine plan. 
The understanding and therefore awareness 
of how Divine Providence is active in  
all aspects of life (we are never alone  
and ultimately everything is for the good) 
and living and serving G-d with joy  
are cornerstone teachings of Chabad 
Chassidic philosophy.  

• The study of Chabad teachings, therefore, 
develop and nurture a unique personal and 
ever-deepening relationship with G-d.  

• In Chabad teachings, each and every 
Mitzvah (Commandment) that a Jew 
performs is infinitely precious and valuable. 
The fact that one may not observe all  
the commandments does not detract an  
iota from the value of a single mitzvah 
performed. Indeed, it is worth every effort 
in the world for one Jew to fulfill one 
mitzvah once. Chabad’s outreach is not 
about increasing its membership. 

• Chabad emissaries, both men and women, 
are not career professionals with the 
goal of ‘climbing the ladder’ and moving on  
to bigger and better positions when  
the opportunity presents itself. They are at 
their posts for life, completely devoted to 
their community irrespective of its size  
or affluence. 

• Every Chabad man and woman that had 
taken up Chabad’s mission feels him/herself 
as a personal emissary of the Rebbe, 
Rabbi Menachem M. Schneersohn of 
righteous memory, and as such serves 
with a profound sense of humble gratitude, 
inspired by the Rebbe’s personal example. 
To be a shliach is an indescribable privilege. 

• Chabad emissaries live their mission 24/7. 
Their homes are always open and 
welcoming. Their hospitality is without 
peer with guests (often many) at their every 
Shabbat and Holiday meal. 
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MESSAGE FROM RABBI NEW

continued on page 4



Rabbi Itchy 

• Chabad Houses are located in every corner 
of the world. Countless Jewish travelers of 
all backgrounds and ages have enjoyed the 
warmth and welcome of a Chabad House in 
even remote locations. There, in addition to 
providing nourishing meals, the Chabad 
House often provides lodging as well. 

 •  In Chabad teaching and practice women  
are not only equal to men but are esteemed, 
on many a level, as spirituality superior  
to men. 

• The Chabad couple are a team. The woman 
is not the ‘rabbi’s wife’ or ‘Rebbetzin’. She is 
a fully engaged, dynamic leader and teacher, 
frequently the primary force responsible for 
Chabad’s success. 

 
 
Of course our work is not possible without  
the partnership and support of so many. The 
outstanding success of this year’s Draw is 
thanks to the tireless efforts of our devoted  
co-chairs, Jarrid Adler, Mayor Jeremy Levi 
and Rick and Rachelle Merovitz, sponsors, 
canvassers and the well-over-thousand donors.  

On behalf of the countless lives you help touch 
– thank you! May the Al-mighty bless you with 
‘nachas’, good health and success in your 
every endeavour. 

May we imminently welcome our righteous 
Moshiach in a world perfected and redeemed, 
Amen. 

Have a safe, rejuvenating and enjoyable 
summer, 

 
”

Rabbi Itchy 
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Message from Rabbi New – cont’d MESSAGE FROM RABBI ITCHY

Rabbi Moishe New

Mazal Tov on our 22nd consecutive 
sellout! 

It’s the Zoom-age and we are continuously 
astonished by the growing numbers of 
participants. 

I’m referring to our 2021 Draw that was 
broadcast online and reached thousands  
of viewers. 

The sheer numbers of participants, both 
virtually and in person whether at the 
Draw, at classes or volunteering at The 
Family Store, continues to remind us of 
our need to connect with each other and 
our obligation to bring quality programming 
to our community. 

It reminds me of our commitment that MTC 
will always be there for you, for family and 
for the future. 

We are proud to have launched a new, 
monthly ‘Shabbos & Shmooze’ program 
led by Rabbi Getzy Markowitz, geared 
to young professionals, where young men  
and women participate in inspiring prayer-
services followed by a Kiddush/luncheon 
and good conversation. Thank G-d atten -
dance has been incredible. 

We are also pleased to have launched  
a Sepharade Prayer Service every 
Saturday with weekly classes for the 
French-speak ing community. The growing 
congregation is led by Rabbi Mendy 
Mellul, known for his scholarship and 
ability to explain profound Torah concepts 
in a manner accessible to everyone. He is 
joined by our paytan/cantor Benjamin 
Levi. We are proud to have them both join 
our team. 

We want to thank the Montreal community 
for the trust, participation and support in 
our continued growth. 

I attribute this success to the incredible 
dedication of our amazing chairs, captains, 
canvassers, sponsors and our 1,213 donors 
who collectively recognise the invaluable 
service that MTC provides the community 
at large. 

Thank you to our Diamond, Platinum, 
Corporate and Event Sponsors for your 
generosity. May G-d repay you manifold. 

To our army of captains and canvassers, 
thank you for your exceptional leadership  
and for making the task seem effortless. Your 
dedication and caring is what helps make 
the MTC magic a reality for another year. 

I want to thank our co-chairs, Jarrid 
Adler, Mayor Jeremy Levi and Rick & 
Rachelle Merovitz for ensuring another 
sellout. Seeing your dedication and 
working hand in hand with you has been a 
real pleasure.  

To our dedicated team at MTC head -
quarters, a heartfelt thank you for your 
tireless commitment to our community. 

May we all be blessed with good health, 
joy and success. 

With appreciation and blessings for all that 
is good,
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JARRID ADLER

RICK & RACHELLE  
MEROVITZ   

MAYOR  
JEREMY LEVI 
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O ver the past 29 years, I have had the 
honour and pleasure to be part of MTC. 

As one of this year's Co-Chairs, I have been 
asked to write a short letter to express my 
sentiments of the MTC and the importance 
of the yearly Fundraising Draw.  

Typically, it is quite easy to write down a 
few thoughts and points that express the 
gratitude and appreciation to have had the 
opportunity to be part of a great cause.  

However, I have spent hours trying to find 
the right words to express how I feel and 
the importance of MTC in my life.  

In my humble opinion, MTC might arguably 
be the greatest organization ever! Inspired 
by the Rebbe OBM, powered by the 
Chabad Network and operated by the two 
best leaders in the world!  

Their ability to organize, execute, lead, 
connect, reach out, support, advise, heal, 
learn, teach, celebrate and mourn are just 

a fraction of the qualities I can think of 
off the top of my head. 

Rabbi New and Rabbi Itchy alongside 
their wives Nechama and Zeldie, their 
families and the entire MTC staff have 
created a community like no other.  

Their love and compassion to every 
member is outstanding and their 
continued search for self-improvement 
and humility is something beyond 
comprehension.  

From the bottom of my heart I am truly 
blessed to be part of MTC and to have 
had the privilege to be a part of MTC 
for 3 decades.  

May Ha’Shem continue to guide and 
bless our amazing Chabad house and 
may the legacy of the Rebbe continue 
to shine light onto our community, our 
people and the land of Israel. 

May the MTC Annual Draw continue to 
sell out for another 120 years so our 
community center can continue to grow 
and spread Yiddishkeit to everyone. 

T hrough these uncertain times during 
the past two years, the one constant in 

our community was the stability of the 
Montreal Torah Center.  

This wonderful organization provided our 
community with not only religious services, 
but outreach, checking-in and supporting 
the most vulnerable members of our 
community. The Family Store provided 
assistance to those in need. The rabbis 
provided spiritual guidance and inspiration 
on Zoom and in person. The MTC saw this 
as an opportunity not a burden. That is the 
kind of place that the MTC is. They ask for 
very little and they go to extraordinary 
lengths to help. 

Our family has been a proud partner of the 
MTC for almost 30 years. They have been 
there for us and the entire community 
though good times and tough times. 

We encourage you to participate in any of 
the many programs offered. Their mandate 
is simply to inspire, educate and to help 
their fellow Jew in any way that they  
are able, all in the spirit of Jewish unity 
and equality. 

The MTC is much more than a synagogue, 
they are a community center and a loving 
extended family. 

With your help, they will be able to 
continue their important work.

Reflecting back on these past two 
years there are many different 

thoughts that come to mind.  
Undoubtedly, COVID is at the top of the 
list.  When the pandemic first hit, Rabbi 
New, Rabbi Itchy, Rabbi Levi & Rabbi 
Getzy did everything and anything to 
make it less trying for people.  That is 
what they do; that is what the MTC 
represents.  The MTC embodies what 
community is.  It brings us together to 
comfort the hard times, and celebrate 
the good times.  The moral compass 
established by Chabad has set the gold 
standard on how to serve community.  

Now, I must admit, as co-chair of this 
year’s draw, I did not reach my 
potential.  I was preoccupied with 
another campaign.  However, I knew 
with Rachelle & Rick Merovitz along 
with Jarrid Adler, we would succeed.  
And we did! 

I am extremely grateful for the 
opportunity to have co-chaired the 
draw for the past two years and very 
much look forward to Draw 2022 with 
co-chairs Jamie & Jason Leb and Ilana 
Chernack & Jeremy Shafter.  With them 
at the helm, I am sure it will be another 
great success for our community!

CO-CHAIR DRAW 2021

CO-CHAIR DRAW 2021

CO-CHAIR DRAW 2021
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The Montreal Torah Center has 
been a fixture in the Jewish 

community for decades and we 
are proud to have supported the 
congregation's mission and 
vision since the beginning. Esther 
and I remember and enjoyed the 
young and intimate congregation 
in Decarie Square, and although 
the community has grown the 
openness and intimacy has 
remained untouched.  
 
MTC is the true hub for Jewish 
life and culture in the city and we 
are proud to be a small part of it! 
 
BARRY & ESTHER  
SCHWARTZ 

Chabad has a unique approach in 
connecting with Jewish souls. 

 
There are so many reasons why  
we support Chabad. Rather than 
state all the reasons, we will share 
a story of a dear friend of ours,  
Jack (Name has been changed to 
preserve the person’s identity). 
Jack runs a business, and his days 
are hectic. He is not an observing 
Jew. Every week a young man from 
Chabad would show up at his 
office asking if Jack would put on 
tefillin. From the start, Jack had no 
interest. He was sent away week 
after week but always told Jack 
politely and patiently that he would 
be back the following week. After 

many months and tens of visits later, 
Jack finally agreed to put on tefillin. 
Now, Jack proudly wears tefillin once 
a week with his friend from Chabad. 
 
The persistence, faith, and patience of 
Chabad is unmatched. Without them, 
Jack may never have had the 
opportunity to connect with G-d. We 
support Chabad because they hustle 
tirelessly to provide a connection 
between Jewish souls and G-d. And to 
us, that connection is a special gift. 
 
NATASHA & JAMIE  
ABRAMOVITCH 

Faces of Giving

 JAMIE & NATASHA   ESTHER & BARRY

Chabad's work is only possible thanks to our devoted partners.  
Here, some of our friends share their story and  

why they are passionate about supporting Chabad.
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I  am fortunate to have been raised in 
a city with a large and diverse 

Jewish community and a highly 
developed infrastructure. I took much 
of this for granted until I reached 
university and began to spend time 
away from the comfort and 
conveniences I had become 
accustomed to at home.  
 
There was a Chabad on campus where 
the door was always open, giving us 
the opportunity to connect with fellow 
Jewish students, access kosher food 
and catch a minyan. On Shabbat, 
countless students had an open 
invitation to daven, eat and spend 
time together with each other and a 
family of shluchim who devoted their 
lives to ensuring the physical and 
spiritual comfort of their fellow Jews. 
I traveled to many countries and was 
able to experience the same warm 

embrace and Jewish conveniences 
and became more aware of the 
sacrifices these families were 
making to care for Klal Yisrael  
far from home as well as the 
financial cost.  
 
This tireless devotion to every 
Jewish soul, regardless of their 
stage of life or background is why  
I support local and international 
Chabad initiatives. We are all one 
nation and therefore must all 
contribute to our joint mission to 
strengthen Jewish education and 
unity and bring G-dliness down to 
earth. I am proud to partner with 
Chabad here and abroad to ensure 
food security, social and 
educational programs, access to 
crucial Jewish services and a much 
brighter, prouder Jewish life. 
 
SHIMON BERMAN

I  first discovered Chabad when  
I was a child in Morocco. Since  

I was attending a non-Jewish school, 
it was the only opportunity to study 
Judaism. I remember eagerly waiting 
for the lesson on the weekly Torah 
portion. We were subsequently tested 
on it and by correctly answering the 
questions we earned promotions and 
rewards in ‘Tsivot Hashem/The Army 
of Hashem’ – a world-wide Jewish 
children’s organisation established by 
the Rebbe in 1980. I also have great 
memories from the Chabad Summer 
Camp organised by Rav Yehuda Leib 
Raskin of blessed memory. 
 

At 18, I entered a medical school in 
Paris. So, as a young adult living far 
from his family, I found a real support 
system through Chabad. 
 
Recently, I went through a difficult 
period, however the unconditional 
support and profound inspiration 
provided by Rabbi New and Rabbi Itchy 
was incredibly helpful in my recovery. 
 
DR. JACQUES KADOCH 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MONTREAL – 
FOUNDING MEMBER OF CLINIQUE OVO

We support Chabad because  
of their incredible and 

selfless effort to connect every  
Jew to Judaism in a respectful  
and accepting manner. Chabad  
has no agenda or ulterior motive 
other than to support and guide 
Jews (regardless of their level  
of practice and affiliation) on  
their journey to discover life’s 
meaning and Jewish traditions.  
 
Wherever you go in the world, 
Chabad’s principles are consistent 
and reliable. Whether it’s a kosher 
meal, a box of matzah, a synagogue 
service or religious guidance, 
Chabad is there to feed the mind, 
body and soul.  
 
We are very grateful to have 
Chabad in our lives, in the lives  
of our children and at the centre  
of our community.  
 
MATTHEW & JENNY  
PEKOFSKY

DEVORA & SHIMON

DR.JACQUES & SABINE

JENNY & MATTHEW 
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Mark Strohl, CA of KPMG audited and 
oversaw the legalities of the draw. 

The 17 winners of $1,800 each were  
Dr. Issac Kadoch, Sally Vineberg, 
Robert Burke, Thomas Gaffie (x2), 
Shimon Berman, Carl Schlesinger,  

Avi Sochaczevski, Sara Eldor, Richard 
Stern, Hershey Gold, Michael Zukor (x2), 

Mitchell Adler, Jeremy Kornbluth, 
Michael Hollinger, Robert Burke.  

Joel King and Jeremy Levi  
split the final winning tickets  

of $1,800 and $18,000.

4918 TICKETS SOLD

Co-chairs: Mark Lazar, Lou Flam, Aubrey Sztern
4954 TICKETS SOLD

Co-chairs: Mark Lazar, Aubrey Sztern, Nancy & David Gurberg

5000 TICKETS SOLD

Co-chairs: Mark Lazar, Rick Merovitz, Nancy & David Gurberg

5400 TICKETS SOLD

5180 TICKETS SOLD2021

2019
2020

2018
2017
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HERSHEY & LORI 
GOLDENBLATT
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MICHAEL CONS 
& FAMILY
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STANLEY AND HELEN  
CONS 
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COLA FAMILY
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DIAMOND SPONSOR

SROLIK NEUWIRTH 
Insurance Brokerage Services 
Estate & Retirement Planning
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FRANKFORTER
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RONNIE AND DEBBIE  
CONS
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ROBERT AND BUNNY  
SIGLER
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THE FINKELSTEIN 
FAMILY
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Zukor Investment Group
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PETER & MARLA 
VERES
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CORPORATE SPONSORS

ELAINE AND PHIL LEVI  
JORDANA AND DAVID BERG 
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IAN AND CHERYL  
BRAUNSTEIN
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CORPORATE SPONSORS

BONNIE CHODOS 
IN HONOUR OF 

TED COHEN obm
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THE SLOMOVIC FAMILY
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THE REBBE
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOANNA obm
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JAMIE AND NATASHA 

ABRAMOVITCH

JEFF AND BRENDA 

KIRSTEIN
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EVENT SPONSORS

MICHAEL AND AVITAL 

GOLDENBLATT

DOV AND KAREN 

WOLMAN
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IN APPRECIATION 

OF MTC

HY BLOOM
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EVENT SPONSORS

MATTHEW AND JENNY 

PEKOFSKY

SHERYL ORNSTEIN 

AND FAMILY



BAIS MENACHEM 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
www.themtc.com

8888
BAIS MENACHEM 
CHABAD LUBAVITCH 
www.themtc.com

EVENT SPONSORS

EDDY AND DANIELLE 

ROGOZINSKY

ESTHER COHEN AND 

BARRY SCHWARTZ

IN HONOUR OF THE RABBI’S 

HEART-TO-HEART
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EVENT SPONSORS

IN HONOR OF 

OLGA LEVY OBM

DM 

EXTERMINATION
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JEREMY AND JESSICA 

KORNBLUTH

DR. SYD AND SUSAN 

MILLER

TZIVIA TREITEL
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EVENT SPONSORS

ALEX AND RANDI 

SIGAL

DR. JEFFREY AND DANIELLA 

GREENSPOON
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SOLLY AND LINDA 

FELDMAN

DRS. GLORIA  

BARANOWSKI 

AND JACOB TINK
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MIKE AND TARYN 

NEHEMIA

SOL AND ANNA 

ZUCKERMAN
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