
 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SIMCHAT TORAH AUCTION  

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 
 
To join via computer, go to https://zoom.us/join and 
enter the meeting ID number. You may also join by 
dialing (929) 205-6099 followed by the meeting ID 
number.  
______________________________________________ 
 
ZOOM UPDATE: Zoom has updated their system and 
now requires a wait room or password to enter. If you 
are prompted for a password, please enter 0135 to join 
the meeting. 
 
Weekday Minyanim 
Weekday davening is available on Zoom everyday 
except for holidays and Shabbat. 
Shacharit Meeting ID: 81244813901 
Mincha/Maariv Meeting ID: 77677253538 
 
Daily Daf Yomi 
Daf Yomi takes place Sunday-Thursday each week, 
except on holidays. Whether you’re a regular, or just 
starting out, hop on for the daily dose of daf! 
Sundays at 9:30am—Meeting ID: 150 849 065 
Monday-Thursday at 8:15pm—Meeting ID: 598 314 755 
 
Post-Shabbat Shiur  
Sunday, 10:30am 
Meeting ID:  674 485 984 
Join Josh Skootsky for a post-Shabbat shiur on the topic 
of, “Can G-d Regret?”  
 
Women’s Dance Exercise Class 
Sunday & Tuesday, 8:00pm 
Meeting ID: 598 314 755 
Grab your dancing shoes and join us on Zoom for some 
exercise with friends! This class is for women only. 
Please email the office for the password. 
 
Sandwich and Schmooze 
Thursday,  12:30pm-12:55pm 
Meeting ID: 123 060 282 
Take a mid-day break to join your MSJC friends for 
lunch! 
 
Sefer HaChinukh with Rabbi Taubes 
Thursday, 8:00pm 
Meeting ID: 825 4150 2288 
Join Rabbi Taubes for a shiur each week examining one 
of the mitzvot connected to the week's Parsha. 
 
Visit our virtual programming page at 
www.mtsinaishul.com/virtual-programming for the 
most up-to-date programming information. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Kesher Sponsorships 
-The kesher is sponsored in honor of Mr. Spier’s 93rd birth-
day by Shira Bindiger, Davida Kollmar, Gilad & Elisheva 
Kopelman, Yitzchak & Sarah Ratner, Ari & Shuli Rieser, Sara 
Reguer & Raphael Fodde, Shani San Solo, Sarah Schnoll, 
Zack Schrieber, Ari Senderowicz, and Dani & Penina Weiss. 
-The kesher is sponsored by Sarah Gordon & Nafi 
Schwarzenberger thanking Rabbi & Rebbetzin Taubes, 
Mirasha Moore, the gabbaim, and Nike Prroj for all their 
hard work in making sure the chagim ran smoothly.   
 
Eruv Sponsorship 
-In appreciation of a wonderful, enriching, and safe Tishrei 
with the MSJC kehilla! Thank you to everyone involved in 
all aspects of the outstanding davening and programming. 
We so enjoyed the exceptional atmosphere in shul, espe-
cially given the current challenges. Kol Hakavod! A special 
shout-out to Mirasha Moore for your 24/7 dedication and 
attention to detail! -CAW, Aliza Sklar, Reena Cohen, & Ata-
ra Tatarka. 
 
Virtual Programming Sponsor 
Virtual programming is sponsored by Mirasha Moore in 
honor of Mr. Spiers 93rd birthday! Although we can’t cele-
brate together in person, I’m glad your window is nearby 
for socially distant visits! 
 
Hakarat HaTov 
-Thank you Sarah Ratner & Josh Skootsky for checking the 
eruv this week. 
-Thank you Elisheva Greenblatt, Miriam Gutstein, Atir Rie-
ser, Avi Sclar, Noa Sclar, and Atara Tatarka for volunteering 
during our children’s Simchat Torah parade. 
-Thank you Simcha Tamkin for energetically leading our 
Simchat Torah singing.  
 
Mazel Tov! 
Mazel Tov to Mr. Walter Spier on his 93rd birthday, and 
80th Bar Mitzvah anniversary! 
 
To sponsor the eruv, kesher, or our weekly virtual pro-
gramming, visit https://www.mtsinaishul.com/sponsor.  
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

Torah Tidbit Writers 
Ever wonder how you could become an author and give a d’var 
torah at the same time? Sign up to write words of Torah for our 
weekly kesher! Sign up online at www.mtsinaishul.com/form/
Torah-Tidbit-sign-up or for more information email 
torahtidbits@mtsinaishul.com.   

WEEKLY VIRTUAL PROGRAMMING 

Jewish Community Council of Washington Heights 
The JCC of Washington Heights (121 Bennett Ave) delivers Shabbat 
meals to local seniors each Thursday afternoon. We also distribute 
food to the broader community through our food pantry; hours 
vary. We are looking for volunteers for both programs. Spanish-
language skills are particularly helpful for the food pantry! 
For further information, or to sign up to volunteer, please 
contact acoleman@jccwhi.com 
 
Mishnayot Sign Up for Yitzchak Katz 
On Erev Yom Kippur, Yitzchak Katz, a Washington Heights 
community member, passed away at the young age of 30 years 
old. Please sign up to learn Mishnayot in his memory: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1Lyf3yg8n0oMIE1X8TUmrO8vK735Y--P8_5EzjawFNTo/edit 
Sign-up slots are available for three orders of Mishnayot. Larger 
tractates are divided into two or more slots. Mishnayot study 
completion date: (before) the 1st night of Chanukah (Dec. 10, 
2020). 

MINYAN NOTICE 

Thank you to all those who participated in this year’s 
Simchat Torah auction!  
To redeem your pledge, visit our website at  https://
www.mtsinaishul.com/form/2020-simchat-torah-auction  

Grab & Go Brunch  
Sunday, October 25th, 10:00am-1:00pm 
Welcome to a new year of programming! Kick off the year with a 
drink and pastry on us! Pick-up will take place on Sunday, 
October 25th from 10:00am-1:00pm. Please sign up online at 
www.mtsinaishul.com/form/grab-and-go-brunch 

All MSJC minyanim are being held in the Main Sanctuary. To 
avoid interfering with Shalom Yeladim Preschool, starting on 
Monday, October 19th those attending weekday Mincha/Ma’ariv 
will be required to enter the shul through the back Broadway 
gate and come up the sukkah porch stairs to enter the Main 
Sanctuary. 

Please remember, during weekday davening, the rest of the 
building, including the bathrooms, are not accessible between 
the hours of 7:50am-6:00pm (when the pre-school is in session). 
Please arrive for Shacharit before 7:50am, and exit through the 
sukkah porch area.  

We appreciated your continued cooperation and understanding. 
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Dear Community,  
 
The great American writer, humorist, and novelist Mark Twain is 
(wrongfully) quoted as saying, “Explaining humor is a lot like dis-
secting a frog; you learn a lot in the process, but in the end you kill 
the frog.” This famous comparison most likely was first presented 
long after the days of Mark Twain, but it is valid nonetheless. If you 
have ever tried to break down a joke to someone, you may have 
experienced how much of the humor you had to cut out whilst doing 
so. Humor that must be broken down often loses the force that make 
it funny in the first place.   
 
In his truly fascinating work, the Derashos HaRan, Rabbeinu Nissim b. 
Reuven of Gerona describes various aspects of Creation. One of the 
concepts he discusses in his first Derashah is the difficulty of under-
standing how God created the world and the inner workings of na-
ture. In the course of this discussion, he quotes the Rambam as 
(presumably with a sense of irony) laughing at philosophers who 
wrote about their inability to comprehend the source of laughter. 
Instead, the Rambam writes, “laughter is in the category of that 
which is impossible to be naturally understood, as it emerges from a 
person’s essence and form.” Laughter, as other emotional expres-
sions, comes from such a deep part of our inner selves that it cannot 
be accurately understood or explained.  
 
Perhaps this is why people seem to have such varied senses of hu-
mor, or even why we call it a “sense,” as if it were a taste, a sound, or 
a smell. Different people experience all of these sensations differently 
and thus react differently to them. Our attempts to try and explain 
what makes something funny would therefore be like trying to ex-
plain to someone why we like a certain food when he or she does not. 
We simply lack the vocabulary for it. All we can do is acknowledge the 
difference of feeling between us.  
 
With the Yomim Tovim now behind us, there unfortunately seems no 
longer to be any distraction for most of us from the coming presiden-
tial election and all the strong opinions it evokes in people. We are 
surrounded by it day and night on social media and elsewhere, and 
almost every conversation seems poised to devolve into a political 
one. It is easy to get engaged in a war of words with someone else 
over every issue, and to get worked up when trying to explain our 
political views to someone who doesn’t seem to be able to grasp the 
simple facts with the same clarity as we think we have.  
 
But it might be worth remembering that regarding some issues, one’s 
strong feelings on a matter may go beyond that which can easily be 
explained; it may go deeper to the point that we cannot accurately 
articulate why we feel so against or for a given candidate, or why we 
take such a strong position on a given subject. It is important from 
time to time to recognize how little we sometimes are in touch with 
our own inner thoughts and feelings, at least in terms of being able to 
adequately express them, and that we certainly cannot usually grasp 
somebody else’s. Let us then at least try to grant other people some 
kind of validation to their views, regardless of how wrong we may feel 
they are. The heated argument, be it in person, online, or even in our 
heads, is not usually worth it and rarely, if ever, convinces others to 
change their minds.  
 
There are now less than three weeks until what promises to be an 
extremely important and very likely a controversial election. Let’s try 
to get there with perhaps some humor, but also with respect for 
people and even for views with which we disagree, however strongly. 
We will all be the better for it regardless of how everything ultimately 
turns out.    
 
Shabbat Shalom  
 

Shabbat Schedule 

Mount Sinai Eruv - Up | YU Eruv - Up

Weekday Schedule 

Noah Rafael ben Sara, Shoshana Metuka Sara bat Riva Miriam, Leiba Sasya bat Esther, 
Mindel Fayga bat Perel Bebbel, Avraham ben Malka, Bunna Reva bat Menucha, Hershel 
ben Esther, Etel Malka bat Chaya Guta, Aviva bat Esther, Avraham ben Malka, Ariel 
Moshe ben Avital, Yonatan ben Malka, Yitzchak ben Sara, Joanne bat Viola, Yonina 
Pescha Bat Ariel Sarah  
 

To add/remove a name to the list, email office@mtsinaishul.com. 

STAFF: 
 

Rabbi Yaakov Taubes, Rabbi 
rabbi@mtsinaishul.com 

 
Racheli Taubes, Yoetzet Halacha 

yoetzet@mtsinaishul.com 
 

Mirasha Moore, Executive Director  
office@mtsinaishul.com 

 
Nike Prroj, Building Manager  

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th 9:30am-3:30pm 
Friday 9:30am-11:30am 

 

FROM THE DESK OF RABBI TAUBES TORAH TIDBITS 

REFUAH SHELEIMA 

The second aliyah of Parshas Breishis begins by summarizing the creation of the 
world that was recounted in the first aliyah. The verse states: “And these are 
the story of the heavens and the earth when they were created 
[b’hibaram]...” (Gen. 2:4). We are taught to read “b’hibaram” as “b’Hey 
baram,” alluding to the idea that G-d created the world using the Hebrew letter 
Hey. Why is it significant that the world was established with a Hey? Menachos 
29b explains that the letter Hey is shaped as it is to show that sinners who do 
teshuvah stand on a loftier level than those who never sinned in the first place. 
 
There is another hint to this idea of teshuvah in the above verse, which con-
cludes: “...When Hashem (YKVK) Elokim created earth and heaven.” This is the 
first time in the Torah that the Name YKVK is used; only Elokim was used thus 
far. Elokim connotes strict justice, and YKVK connotes mercy. Originally, Ha-
shem intended to create the world using the attribute of strict justice, but saw 
that the world would not last, so instead did so with the attribute of mercy. 
Mesillas Yesharim teaches that this quality of mercy means that Hashem gives 
us the opportunity to do teshuvah instead of punishing us immediately and 
completely the moment we sin against Him. Because Hashem created the 
world as YKVK, this made it possible for the letter Hey to become the core 
foundation of the world. 
 
Chazal teach another interpretation of the word “b’hibaram.” The letters can 
be arranged to spell Avraham. What is the significance to this allusion? Is there 
any connection to this idea and that of the world being created with the letter 
Hey? 
 
After Adam sinned and humanity started to pull away from Hashem, G-d decid-
ed to give the world a countdown. If there should arise anyone who would 
recognize Hashem, then Hashem would keep the world running, and if not, 
then the world would be destroyed. After twenty generations from Adam, 
Avraham was the first one to recognize G-d as the Creator and Sustainer of the 
world. Avraham Avinu embodied the attribute of chesed (kindness). With Av-
raham in the world, chesed was able to mix within the framework of din (strict 
justice) to create rachamim (mercy), thus allowing the continued existence of 
Creation. 
 
Originally, Avraham was called Avram, but Hashem changed his name by add-
ing in the letter Hey to signify that Avraham should be considered the father of 
a multitude of nations (Gen. 17:5). At that time, a new covenant was estab-
lished between G-d and Avraham, and as long as his offspring the Jewish peo-
ple uphold that covenant, then Hashem will continue to uphold the letter Hey 
with His abundant mercy. “B’Hey baram” - with the letter Hey, Hashem created 
the Jewish people. 
 
This week’s Torah Tidbit is written by Chana Lapidus. To learn more read inside 
how you can write for our Torah Tidbits too! 

OFFICERS:  
Ari Senderowicz 

President 
president@mtsinaishul.com 

 
Sarah Ratner 
Vice President 

vp@mtsinaishul.com 
 

Shani San Solo 
Recording Secretary 

 
Shira Bindiger 

Financial Secretary 
 

Ari Rieser 
Treasurer 

 
 
 Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

135 Bennett Ave. New York, NY 10040 
(212) 568-1900 ● www.mtsinaishul.com  

Candle Lighting 5:55pm 

Mincha/Maariv  6:00pm 

Shacharit  9:00am 

Zman Kri’at Shema 9:55am 

Mincha 5:35pm 

Shkiah 6:11pm 

Maariv/Shabbat Ends 6:53pm 

Havdalah at shul and on Zoom 7:03pm 

Shabbat Day— October 17th 

Friday Night—October 16th 

*In order to keep our community safe and for 
contact tracing purposes, you must register each 
week for Shabbat and weekday minyanim online at 
www.mtsinaishul.com/tefilah-sign-up 

October 18th-23rd Shacharit  Mincha/Maariv 

Sunday 
Rosh Chodesh 

8:30am 5:50pm 

Monday 
Rosh Chodesh 

7:30am 5:50pm 

Tuesday 
 

7:30am 5:50pm 

Wednesday 
 

7:30am 5:50pm 

Thursday 
 

7:30am 5:50pm 

Friday 
 

7:30am Candle Lighting   
5:45pm 


