
Yoni Teitz 
Guest of Honor 

 

Yoni Teitz is originally from Teaneck, NJ / Jerusalem, Israel, and moved to the heights in 2012. Yoni first became involved in Mount Sinai and found his spouse 

after meeting Rachel Waldman at the Chevra Kadisha breakfast. He joined the education committee and served as chair, bringing in innovative speakers and  

creating engaging programs. He later joined the board, planned countless shul events, and flipped countless burgers for shul BBQs. Yoni also co-founded 

Mount Sinai's Tackling Taboos series and the Daf Yomi chabura. He has served as treasurer for the last 2 years, handling payments and finances of the shul.  

Yoni works as a business analyst for a mobile app development company and enjoys cooking in his spare time.  

Shuli and Ari Rieser 
Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award 

 

Shuli & Ari first met in the Mount Sinai Social Hall on Rosh Hashana 2004 and married in 2007.  Ari was born, bred, and still lives on Bennett Avenue. 
He has been a regular Hashkama Minyan attendee since the mid-1980’s. Ari joined the MSJC board 4 years ago, and over this time, he has served on the 
dinner fundraising committee, the nominating committee, and security committee. He currently heads the shiva minyan committee.  Shuli moved to 
Washington Heights in 2003 from Vancouver, Canada, and soon became a member of Mount Sinai. Shuli has been involved in various shul activities over 
the years, but primarily works behind the scenes, connecting with those within the shul and in the greater Washington Heights community, offering  
support to those in need, ranging from new moms to those struggling with illness to those who have recently lost loved ones.  Shuli & Ari’s children,  
Davidi (8) and Sophia (6) feel fortunate to live so close to their shul, and especially enjoy joining their Abba for Kabbalat Shabbat and, of course,  
Hashkama kiddush. Mount Sinai is also an intergenerational family space for Davidi and Sophia, and they frequently enjoy time with grandparents and 
cousins at shul.  Ari works locally as a Physical Therapist and Acupuncturist on Fort Washington Avenue; Shuli works as Rabbi Avi Weiss’ executive  
assistant at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale.  Shuli and Ari are inspired by Mr. Herbert Harwitt’s example as a longtime and distinguished community 
builder and dedicated supporter of MSJC, and are honored to receive the award bearing his name.  

Vera and Milton Hamburger 
Distinguished Service Award 

 

Milton and Vera have lived in Washington Heights since childhood. They raised and educated their children in this community.  Milton is currently the 

Chairman of the Jewish Community Council. He has served as a member of the JCC for the past 30 years. Milt was one of the original founders of 

Hatzolah of Washington Heights and served as EMT for 5 years.  Vera was a principal and is a social worker. Her focus is on adolescence and at risk 

youth. They are active members of the Chevra Kadisha and the Bikur Cholim of Washington Heights for the past 35 years. They are proud to come 

from homes where chessed and outreach was ingrained into their souls.  Community is their "mantra".  

Keren Golan 
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz a”h Memorial Award 

Keren has been a proud member of Mount Sinai since 2009.  Her passion and commitment to the Washington Heights community and to Mount Sinai led her to join the 

Board of Trustees as the treasurer in 2014.  Keren took her role as treasurer seriously, meticulously ensuring that the shul's expenses were appropriately apportioned. Once 

on the Board of Trustees, Keren established and developed the Mount Sinai Professional Networking Initiative, enabling those in and out of the community to forge  

relationships among community members who were interested in building their professional network and advancing their careers.   

Keren chaired the Membership Committee for three consecutive years.  She organized the revamped Midnight Breakfast and managed the shul’s annual membership drive by 

encouraging members and not-yet-members to recognize how they could become more involved in the community.  Keren worked tirelessly to develop innovative ways of 

bringing new members to the shul and to make sure everyone felt valued. In an effort to meet new people and to welcome them to the community, Keren has created and 

delivered welcome packages to those who recently moved to Washington Heights and to those who joined as members of the shul.   

While juggling her multiple roles, Keren ensured that the shul’s various programs, dinners, and events ran seamlessly by assisting with the details behind the 

scenes.  Regardless of the shul function, and her designated role, Keren guaranteed that everything ran smoothly and that everyone had a great time.  

Keren is originally from Maryland and works as an auditor in a Manhattan-based accounting firm.  She is honored to be receiving the Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz z”l Memorial 

Award, a mark of achievement in memory of a beloved community leader whose endless commitment to Mount Sinai was deeply inspiring  to those who were fortunate 

enough to have watched him lead.  

Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

Annual Journal Dinner 
June 10, 2018 at 5:30pm

 כ"ז סיון תשע"ח

For more information about the dinner, or to place an ad in the journal,  
please visit www.mtsinaishul.com/dinner or call the office at 212.568.1900 

Jessica Listhaus 
Young Leadership Award 

 

Jessica grew up in Livingston, NJ, and only knew about Washington Heights in reference to YU. After graduating from Stern, she returned to NJ to attend 

graduate school but frequently spent Shabbat with her friends in “The Heights," and learned about the wonderful, warm community surrounding Mount Sinai. 

After finding a job in Manhattan, it was an easy decision to move to “The Heights" and join her friends and the Mount Sinai community. Jessica grew up in a 

home that emphasized Chesed and community involvement and knew that wherever she lived she would pursue opportunities to get involved. Since moving to 

the community, she spends time with friends setting up singles and more recently, worked on the blood drive and Panoply. She is very honored to be  

receiving the Young Leadership Award and hopes to continue to join in the many successful events, and help to create new events, to grow this amazing  

community!  


