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Message from the Rabbi 
The shul’s dinner journal is an opportunity for me to thank some of the volunteers who 
help make our shul the spectacular place that it is.  Mount Sinai is known far and wide as 
a place of energy and enlightenment, where deep commitment to Torah and shmiras 
hamitzvos is coupled with exciting events that grab the attention of the age cohort that is 
so often known for not attending shul events.  So many shuls are jealous of us. That 
positive  is the result of the dedication of so many volunteers including  קנאת סופרים
those we honor so tonight.   

So here it goes. 

Thank you Rachel for being a woman of vision who has the stick-to-itness (if there is 
such a word) to bring grand ideas to their fruition.  The idea of conducting serious and 
sustained conversations about topics that so many shy away from, be it infertility or 
intimacy, is one of Rachel’s many brainchildren that became a reality and profoundly 
enriched our Shul.  Your work in the chesed committee, the family life committee, and 
deep involvement in events and educational projects is astonishing.  Thank you for all 
that you do, for the long hours and the 4 am emails.  Thank you for your oversight of so 
many Shul projects large and small in these past two years when you served as vice 
president.    And for so much more! 

Jason, your leadership on the education and gabbaut committees, combined with your 
dedication to big ideas, and your willingness to hear other perspectives make you a role 
model for so many in the Shul.  I wish you and Kimberly abundant bracha as you move 
on to the next stage in life and bring your many talents to the Boston community. 

Chava and Zev, thank you for sharing your wisdom and dedication.  Chava, your 
involvement with our Shul’s Yoetzet Halacha has provided a vital service to the married 
women of our community.  You and Zev, (and of course Mindy), have genuinely earned 
the respect of so many in our community.  You are known as people of integrity, 
wisdom, and deep caring about our Shul.     

Avigayil, thank you for not only chairing the eruv committee and helping to spearhead 
the revamping of the security committee, but to my mind most importantly, for serving 
as a vital bridge to so many of the senior members of our community.   I have watched 
you in action and have been so impressed.  Your intuitive grasp of chesed is genuinely 
remarkable. 

Taken together, tonight’s honorees stand for the best that our community represents, 
and for that matter any community could offer. They stand for engaging events, care in 
tefilla, commitment to higher level talmud Torah, honesty, integrity, shmiras hamitzvos 
and overall profound and genuine chesed.  You are quite the group!  And yes, (to pat 
ourselves on the shoulder) Mount Sinai is quite the Shul!  Thank you all.     

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 
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Message from the President 
 
You may have noticed that our shul’s official name is unusually long: Mount Sinai 
Jewish Center of Congregation Mt. Sinai Anshe Emeth & Emes Wozedek of 
Washington Heights Inc. & Congregation Beth Hillel & Beth Israel. Just as MSJC in 
its current form is the result of the fusion of numerous other congregations over our 
shul’s 110 year history, so too has it incorporated their values into the character of 
the community. MSJC is truly a home of Emet (Truth) and Tzedek (Justice), and 
stands for the values that Hillel stressed, to love Peace and bring others close to 
Torah (Avot 1:12). These values can be seen in the nature of the programming we 
present, the scholars and teachers we bring in to teach Torah, and the 
straightforwardness, openness, and honesty with which our leaders conduct the 
shul’s business. Our honorees for 5776 embody and exemplify these traits. 
 
Rachel Waldman has tirelessly led a campaign to engage community members not 
only with the shul, but with each other. Her efforts to create a warmth and sense of 
belonging for everyone who enters our shul is apparent to all who meet her. This is 
truly an embodiment of Hillel’s creed, oheiv et habriot, to love all people. Rachel’s 
leadership has inspired many in our community to take up the mantle of leadership, 
to take action, and to strive to improve our community; she has set an example for 
us all in how a Jewish leader should conduct oneself. 
 
Jason Strauss has dedicated his life to enhancing the community by following Hillel’s 
dictum u’mkarvan laTorah, to bringing others close to Torah, following the example 
set by Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz, a’h, whose award he receives tonight. Jason’s 
dedication extends beyond just the teaching of Torah; he strives to instill Torah 
values in every aspect of life. His leadership as chair of the Education Committee has 
blazed a path for his successors, and his leadership as a gabbai has enhanced our 
tefilot. His leadership and vision have helped shape the shul in his role as a Trustee. 
He has done all this with humility and dignity, which too mirrors the approach of 
Rabbi Hilewitz, a’h. 
 
Chava & Zev Lerner are a paradigm of community service and deserving of the 
award named in honor of Mr. Herbert Harwitt. Zev has assisted the shul in 
numerous projects in private, never chasing kavod or recognition. Chava’s patience 
and moral sense have led the board through a time of growth and development. 
Chava also served as liaison with our Yoetzet Halacha, helping to foster the 
relationship that helps couples grow theirs. There are truly mitalmidav shel Aharon. 
 
Avigayil Zemelman does so much chessed for the community with great care and 
consistency, often in ways that are not recognized by anyone, even those who are 
the direct beneficiaries. Avigayil volunteers for the Security Committee and chairs 
the Eruv Committee; she is closer to the seniors in our shul than anyone else. Chazal 
tell us that Keter Shem Tov is a higher achievement than the crowns of Torah, Kehuna, 
and Malchut; Avigayil’s service from the heart bridges the generations and creates a 
sense of achdut and unity among every segment of the community. 
 
This year we lost our beloved sister and friend, Alice Maltz, a’h. Alice taught so 
many of us these essential traits: humility, respect, love of Torah, and of each other. 
These are the themes which make Mount Sinai a special place to live, daven, and 
learn Torah, and our honorees enhance and invigorate our shul with their 
commitment to these ideals. Because of their dedication to make Mount Sinai a 
vibrant and spiritual home, our community has acquired a Keter Shem Tov of its own. 

 
 

Moshe Berow 
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Message from the Guest of Honor 
What a tremendous blessing it is to be part of such a vibrant community! Over the past six 
years, I have watched Mount Sinai grow and change, both literally and figuratively.  We 
underwent a massive renovation project, physically changing the structure of the shul, 
building ramps, and creating more space to house all of the wonderful programs that take 
place here. We have also changed as a community, thinking about how we can fill the gaps 
and make our programming even more meaningful and relevant. We have added many 
inspiring educational initiatives, hospitality meals, chessed activities, and social events. Most 
importantly, we have created a space for important conversation and thought critically about 
how we can include those who may feel marginalized. These changes did not occur on their 
own. They happened because of the tireless efforts of the dedicated, thoughtful, and 
passionate people who make up this community. 
 
In Parashat Behaalotcha, (Bamidbar  11:26-30), we learn about Eldad and Medad, who 
prophesied in the camp. Yehoshua was taken aback by this act, assuming that two regular 
people, who had not been chosen by Moshe, were not worthy of prophesying.  Yehoshua 
ran to Moshe, saying, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp!” He pushed even 
further, “Moshe, my master, imprison them!" Moshe’s response, “Would that the entire 
people of Hashem could be prophets, if Hashem would but place His Ruach upon 
them!”,  teaches Yehoshua, and all of us, a permanent truth and an invaluable lesson. It was 
assumed at the time, as it is in certain communities now, that divine work is only for the 
holy leaders of the communities, the “Moshes.” However, in our community, we believe 
that the divine work is for everyone; each individual in the community has a responsibility to 
answer the call of G-d and the call of the community. We believe that men and women, 
regardless of their title or stature, are called to action. And the response to this call is:  the 
hard work, selflessness, and dedication of the laymen and laywomen, that make this 
community what it is. This community only exists because of the people who take on this 
holy work. 
 
When I look around, I can’t help but notice all of the future leaders of the Jewish 
community who are earning their stripes here. I want to recognize all of those who came 
before me, who taught me, inspired me, and forged along a path that I could follow and 
broaden, including Mr. Herbert Harwitt, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Spier, Rabbi and Mrs. 
Hilewitz, Mrs. Birnbaum, Mr. and Mrs. Reiser, and Dr. Reguer.  I feel lucky that I had the 
opportunity to work closely with so many talented lay-leaders who have all supported me 
and guided me, including this year’s and last year’s officers and board members. I am 
especially grateful to Isaac Dayan, Chana Fuhrman, Matt Furleiter, Keren Golan, Rivka 
Holzer, Pamela Kaplan, Riva Preil, and Yoni Teitz, who have all encouraged me to run with 
my (sometimes crazy) ideas and have taught me the true meaning of “showing up.”  I want to 
thank all of the committee heads and volunteers who I’ve worked with over the past few 
years, whose constant dedication and tireless efforts have moved me and inspired me. It is 
this dedication, the day in and day out, late nights and work behind the scenes, that is the 
bread and butter of this shul’s survival.  And to everyone who is here- the shul is the 
vibrant  and amazing place that it is only because of the hard work and commitment of the 
people in this room, so thank you. 

Rachel Waldman 
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Message from the  
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial A”H Award Recipient 

Dear Friends and Family, 
I have been part of the Mount Sinai community for only three all-too-short years. Yet, 
in that time, there are so many ways in which this shul has become for me more than 
just a place to daven, to socialize, and to learn. It has become the nucleus of the mission 
to grow the Orthodox community, a vehicle for training Jewish leadership, and a real 
center for the Jewish future. I have made countless friends of all ages and changed in 
numerous areas. In the same shul in which my father celebrated his bar mitzvah in the 
1960s, I have become much more of an adult myself than I had been when I first joined. 
Soon, I will even marry a fellow Mount Sinai member and enthusiast. All of this change 
is possible because of the most palpable unique qualities of our shul: its encouragement 
of growth through volunteerism and its exceptionally welcoming environment.  
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz z”l invited younger members into his home for meals, served as 
a baal tokea, and helped build Mount Sinai into the amazing spiritual home it is today. 
He exemplified these exact values and helped normalize them within the community. 
Unfortunately, I never met Rabbi Hilewitz before he passed away, but, in light of all 
that I have read and heard about him, I am so grateful to receive the award given in his 
name.  
There are so many parts of my experience at Mount Sinai that I will miss after Kimberly 
and I head off for new adventures: the groundbreaking events, such as the Orthodoxy 
and Sexuality program and Tackling Taboos, the packed Sukkah and spirited dancing on 
Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, the board of trustees’ progressive efforts to align 
the shul’s policies with its values of inclusion and religious commitment, and the serious 
Torah produced by Rabbi Schwartz, Rabbi Schnaidman, and dozens of Mount Sinai’s lay 
members.  
Most importantly, there are so many Mount Sinai people to whom I will forever be 
indebted for their warmth, commitment, and leadership. Thank you to Rabbi Schwartz 
for being my posek, my guide, my listening board, my occasional debate partner, and 
my Rebbe. Thank you to Rabbi Schnaidman for your wisdom, for your clear drashot 
and shiurim, which have informed my own speaking-style over time, for your sincerity, 
and for your love of the Mount Sinai community. Thank you to Oren Hiller for running 
Mount Sinai with such dedication and compassion, balancing the needs of the institution 
with the needs and desires of members with such seamless skill. Thank you to Nike 
Projj for your endless patience and boundless magnanimity, no matter how big the 
request or how late my friends and I have asked for your help. Thank you to Rivka 
Holzer for all of your incredible work on the dinner, on the Shavuot program, and on 
all of the huge Mount Sinai projects you’ve expertly run since the beginning of your 
tenure in the Mount Sinai office. Thank you to Mo Berow for your fearless leadership 
and tremendous integrity as our president. Thank you Arona Berow for your 
phenomenal work on Mount Sinai’s biggest events, such as the annual dinner and 
Panoply. Thank you to my fellow gabbaim, security volunteers, education committee 
members, and board members – Mount Sinai cannot be what it is without you. In 
particular, thank you to my fellow honorees, Chava and Zev Lerner, Rachel Waldman, 
and Avigayil Zemelman – few have ever shown more dedication than you have to the 
Jewish People. Thank you to my parents for raising me and supporting me; there are no 
words for what I owe you and this honor is more yours than it is mine. Thank you to 
my fiancée, Kimberly Hay, for her constant support, love, and friendship – I am so 
excited to begin my life with you in just a few weeks and to continue to have that kind 
of mutual love and support. Finally, thank you to Hakadosh, Baruch Hu, for giving me 
so much bracha, bli ayin hara, and for allowing me the opportunity to have the 
wonderful family, friends, and community without whom I could not be where I am 
today. 
May Mount Sinai Jewish Center continue to grow and to change the world! 

 
Jason Strauss 
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Message from the  

Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award Recipients  

Dear Friends and Family, 

With hakarat hatov, we want to thank the Mount Sinai community for this humbling 
recognition.   

Thank you to Rabbi Schwartz, Rabbi Schnaidman, Rabbi Federgrun, and Dena Block for your 
guidance and assistance, both to us and to the community at large.  

Thank you to the Shul Officers and Board Members. Before Chava joined the Board, we, like 
many others in the community, did not quite realize just how much effort from so many people 
is required to keep the Shul running and healthy, and your efforts are greatly appreciated.  

Thank you especially to departing Officer and former Officer Matt Furleiter and Isaac Dayan. 
Without Matt’s peerless financial stewardship, Isaac’s steady hand and incredible fundraising 
efforts, and their respective Talias, Mount Sinai would not have weathered the last few years so 
successfully. The sheer amount of time you have both dedicated to Mount Sinai is staggering, 
without compare, and you will both be greatly missed.   

Thank you to our co-honorees Rachel Waldman, Jason Strauss, and Avigayil Zemelman. We are 
humbled to be honored in such esteemed company.  

Thank you most especially to Mr. Herbert Harwitt. The community would not be here if not 
for this Shul, and the Shul would not be here if not for Mr. Harwitt and his decades of 
commitment. 

This week’s parsha, Beha’alotecha, opens with the mitzvah of lighting the menorah.  The word 
“beha’alotecha” refers to lighting, yet its root means “to raise up.”  Rashi famously explains that 
the role of the Kohen is to kindle each light of the Menorah until the flame rises on its own.  

Mount Sinai is a place where the Jewish leaders of tomorrow are learning to raise their own 
flames: how to serve, how to contribute, how to implement a vision.  During the last two 
decades this Shul has developed into both a thriving community and an incubator for leadership, 
and Mr. Harwitt was essential in that process. 

When Modern Orthodox college graduates began moving into Washington Heights, Mr. 
Harwitt recognized that the influx of new residents could reinvigorate Mount Sinai.  He 
welcomed this small group of 20-somethings with open arms.  In a few short years the young 
community in Washington Heights grew, as did the role these members were playing in the 
Shul such as becoming Trustees and Officers.  Most of those first young leaders have since 
moved on to other Shuls, but new young leaders took their place.  And those who leave here do 
so with the skills, knowledge, and commitment to serve as leaders in whichever community 
they join next.   

Mr. Harwitt's sterling example of dedication and leadership continues to serve as an inspiration 
for Mount Sinai’s leaders today. Thanks to Mr. Harwitt, Mount Sinai Jewish Center is not a 
feature of this community; it is its epicenter.  

Chava and Zev Lerner 
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Message from the Keter Shem Tov Award Recipient 
 
Dear Mount Sinai Congregation, 
 
Thank you for extending me this kind recognition of the Keter Shem Tov 
award.  Literally translated it means “crown of a good name” while contextually it refers 
to one who is well-regarded; known in a positive light.  This phrase from Pirkei Avot 
4:1 (Ethics of the Fathers,) seems paradoxical.  A keter (crown) is a tangible, visible, and 
enduring material item while a shem tov (lit. a good name) is an abstract, subjective, 
and impermanent concept. What could it mean to have a crown made of something 
intangible?  Perhaps it is meant to symbolize the importance of materializing abstract 
ideas and embodying spiritual values.  G-d has blessed me with many people in my life 
who not only speak of spiritual ideals but also personify them.  I accept this honor from 
atop their shoulders. 
 
Thank you to my parents and grandparents for raising me surrounded by the many, 
varied, and subtle aspects of tzarchei tzibur (community needs.)  You lead by example 
that in the service of others there can be no compromise.  Without words you taught 
me that when a need is identified, whether on an interpersonal or organizational level, 
to address it personally and not assume someone else will step up.  To you and to my 
siblings and extended family, thank you for your unending love, support, and 
encouragement. 
 
Thank you to Rabbi Schwartz and Rabbi Schnaidman for devoting so much of your time, 
energy, attention, and support to your congregants.  Thank you for promoting our 
spiritual development  and introspection.  And of course, thank you for supporting us in 
times of joy, mourning, and all the spaces in between. 
 
Thank you to Mr. Walter Spier and Mr. Herbert Harwitt, early visionaries and leaders 
of our shul, who devoted themselves to developing the Mount Sinai Congregation into a 
vibrant center of Jewish life, Torah study, and communal responsibility.  You both 
continue to inspire activism within the shul and we are privileged to learn from your 
example. “Yamim al ye'mei melech tosif, sh'notav kemo dor va'dor (Psalms 61:7). “May you add 
days onto the days of the king, may his years be like all generations." 
 
Thank you to Oren Hiller, Nike Projj, and Rivka Holzer who keep the wheels of our 
shul life turning on a daily basis. Thank you for attending to the countless aspects of our 
shul’s needs, most of which I am surely unaware but benefitting from nonetheless. 
 
Thank you to the shul officers and board members, to the eruv committee volunteers, 
to Adam and Jeremy Kugelman and the security committee volunteers, to the dinner 
committee, and all of our shul’s other committee heads and volunteers.  You 
consistently donate your valuable time for the benefit of our shul’s operations and 
members.  As both a coordinator and a beneficiary of these services, I thank you all.   
 
Thank you to my co-honorees, Rachel Waldman, Jason Strauss, and Zev and Chava 
Lerner.  I am honored to be recognized alongside people tireless in their dedication and 
persistence to enhancing shul life. Mazal tov to you all. 
 
Thank you to all of my dear friends whose friendship, humor, honesty, and support 
mean the world to me. 
 
May we all continue to better our shul, ourselves, and each other for many years to 
come. 

 
With love,  

Avigayil Zemelman 
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In Honor of Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 
Senior Rabbi 

Harold Adler 
Laura Berkowitz 

Arona and Moshe Berow 
Freda Birnbaum 

Fay Blank 
Kayla Blum 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 
Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 
Lottie Dessau 
Josh Dredze 

Betty Ehrenberg 
Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 
Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 
Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 
Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 
Alex Hun 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 
Jeremy Kohn 

Davida Kollmar 
 

Chana Baila Krupka 
Avi  Lasdun 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Ayelet Mael 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 
Margot Neuburger 

Rebecca  Peyser 
Naftali Pfeiffer 

Leora and Ely Pinto 
Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 
Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Ruth Rosenthal 
Orly Seidman 

Sara Shatz 
Raphaela and Chaim Singer 

Joshua Skootsky 
Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 
Rachel Waldman 

Devora Weinstock 
Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 
Rachel Wolf 

Avigayil Zemelman 
Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of Rabbi Dr. Mordecai Schnaidman,  
Rabbi Emeritus 

Harold Adler 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Fay Blank 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 

Alex Hun 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
 

 

Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

Jeremy Kohn 

Davida Kollmar 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Leora and Ely Pinto 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Ruth Rosenthal 

Sara Shatz 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel and Josh Teitcher 

Rachel Waldman 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Avigayil Zemelman 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of the Gabbaim 

Harold Adler 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Ilana and Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Chaim Gevaryahu 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

 

 

Rita Knurr 

Jeremy  Kohn 

Yamit Alpern Kol and Alon Kol 

Davida Kollmar 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Leora and Ely Pinto 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Sara Shatz 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Mordy and Sarabeth Weisel 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of the Officers 

 

Harold Adler 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Chaim Gevaryahu 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

Jeremy  Kohn 

 

 

Yamit Alpern Kol and Alon Kol 

Davida  Kollmar 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Ayelet  Mael 

Carolyn and Yossi Mandelbaum 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Rebecca Peyser 

Naftali Pfeiffer 

Leora and Ely Pinto 
Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Sara Shatz 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Sarabeth  and Mordy Weisel 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Avigayil Zemelman 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 



16  

 

 

In Honor of Oren Hiller, Executive Director  
and Rivka Holzer,  Associate Director 

Harold Adler 

Laura Berkowitz 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Chaim Gevaryahu 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Rivka Holzer 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

Jeremy  Kohn 

Yamit Alpern Kol and Alon Kol 

Davida Kollmar 

Chana Baila Krupka 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Ayelet Mael 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Naftali Pfeiffer 

Leora and Ely Pinto 
Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Orly Seidman 

Sara Shatz 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of Nike Prroj 
Head of Maintenance  

 

Harold Adler 

Gabrielle and Akiva Berger 

Laura Berkowitz 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Kayla Blum 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Josh Dredze 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Dr. Sara Reguer and Raphael 
Fodde 

Perry Fox 

Amanda Gelb and Miki Fried-
mann  

Rena Garbow 

Chaim Gevaryahu 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

 

Rivka Holzer 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

Jeremy  Kohn 

Yamit Alpern Kol and Alon Kol 

Davida Kollmar 

Avi Lasdun 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Ayelet Mael 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Rebecca Peyser 

Leora and Ely Pinto 
Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Orly Seidman 

Sara Shatz 

Joshua Skootsky 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Devora Weinstock 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of  Yoetzet Halacha Dena Block 

 

Harold Adler 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

 

Jeremy Kohn 

Davida Kollmar 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Leora and Ely Pinto 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Sara Shatz 

Joshua Skootsky 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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In Honor of Rabbinic Intern  

Rabbi Ari Federgrun 

Harold Adler 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

Freda Birnbaum 

Ilana and  Yehuda Borg 

Suzanne and Joshua Broyde 

Nilly and Aaron Ciner 

Debbie Ciner 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Perry Fox 

Rena Garbow 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 
Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Rebecca and Chaim Hersh 

Chani Hilewitz 

Janis and Oren Hiller 

Rivka Holzer 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
Yaacov Kanner 

Rita Knurr 

 

Jeremy Kohn 

Davida Kollmar 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

Margot Neuburger 
Naftali Pfeiffer 

Leora and Ely Pinto 
Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Shuli and Ari Rieser 

Neil Schwarzenberger 

Sara Shatz 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Rachel Waldman 

Laura and Morris Whitcup 

Dov Winston 

Rachel Wolf 

Shulamith Berger and Jai Zion 
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Children’s Dedication Page 

 

Mindy Lerner 
All Children of 150, 160, and 182 Bennett 
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To Rachel, Jason, and Avigayil, 

  
Thank you for the countless hours you have put 
in to building our community, and for helping to 

make it the amazing place we all call home. 
  

To the Mount Sinai community, 
  

We can never give back to this community all 
that it has given to us. There is no community in 

the world quite like Mount Sinai, and we are 
lucky to have been a part of it. 

  
With friendship and admiration,  

 
Mindy, Chava, and Zev Lerner 

 
_______________________________ 

  
In loving memory of Zev’s mother,  

Mindy Lerner 

DIAMOND PAGE 
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To  
 

Rachel, Jason, Chava, Zev, and Avigayil, 
 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to 
our vibrant community. Most of what you do is 

behind the scenes, but we notice. 
 
 

Talia, Isaac, Bonnie, Mitchell, and Emily 
Dayan 

DIAMOND PAGE 
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To Jason, Chava and Zev, and Avigayil, 
 

A tremendous Hakarat Hatov for your incredible 
work and tireless efforts. I feel honored to be 

recognized alongside such dedicated and 
deserving community leaders.  

 
"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful 

lot, nothing is going to get better. It's not."  
~ The Lorax (Dr. Seuss)   

 
Thank you for “caring a whole awful lot” and for 

giving of yourselves to this community. This 
community would not be the amazing place that 
it is without your dedication and devotion. I feel 
lucky to consider you not only my role models, 

but also my friends. 
 
 
 

Rachel Waldman 

DIAMOND PAGE 
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Mazal Tov 

 to  

Rachel Waldman  

Jason Strauss  

Chava and Zev Lerner  

Avigayil Zemelman  

on your well deserved honor.  

Your dedication and devotion serve as  

examples for us all. May you continue  

to go from strength to strength!  

Betty Ehrenberg  

  

GOLD PAGE 
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Rachel – 
You have taught us all so much about what it means to 
be a leader. Your energy and love for the Jewish 
people inspires us all to follow your example. Mount 
Sinai is blessed to have had your guidance and 
inspiration, and we are grateful for all you have done 
to build our community. 
 

Jason – 
Your passion for Torah and your deep belief in the 
community gives strength to everyone engaged in 
Jewish leadership. K’lal Yisrael are fortunate to have 
young leaders such as yourself to guide us through 
challenges and growth. Mount Sinai is proud to call 
you one of its own. 
 

Zev and Chava – 
You have seen more of the transformation at Mount 
Sinai than most. Throughout your time, you have been 
more than spectators; you have taken the mantle of 
leadership and helped to develop the community into 
what it has become today. You have left an indelible 
mark on the community and set an example for every 
one of us to follow. 
 

Avigayil –  
You are a true role model. You always have a smile on 
your face ready to greet everyone you encounter. You 
conduct yourself with modesty and humility, and you 
exhibit a genuine desire to do chesed and provide for 
others. You consistently inspire us. You have truly 
earned a Keter Shem Tov. 
 

 

Arona and Moshe Berow 

GOLD PAGE 
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In honor of the honorees 
 

Especially 
Rachel and Avigayil 

 
________________________ 

 
May the memories of the past  

 
Jennie and Abraham Spier ע''ה 

Selma and Max Spier ע''ה 

 
 

Be an Inspiration for the Future 
 

Arnie and Randi  
Jeremy, Shira, Jonah and Ava  

Brett 
 

Joel and Debbie 
JZ and Tamar 

Jessica, Aryeh and Esther 
Talia and Binyamin 

 

GOLD PAGE 
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Congratulations to all of the honorees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raphael Fodde and Sara Reguer 

GOLD PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all the Honorees!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Ely and Leora Pinto  

GOLD PAGE 
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Mazel Tov to the honorees ya'll are 
Rockstars! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone one who made this 
dinner possible, especially all those who served 

on the fundraising committee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Doniel Stiefel 

GOLD PAGE 
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Dearest Rachel, 
 

We are incredibly proud of this well deserved honor and feel very 
privileged to celebrate with you! 

 
You have always inspired us with your great compassion for people. 

You selflessly translate your insight into tireless efforts to improve the 
lives of others through personal gestures and broad initiatives. 

 
We have marveled at your keen ability to connect genuinely with 

every person you encounter, to hear their voice, access their narrative, 
and empower them to strive to reach their potential. 

 
You have impressed us with a leadership style that uniquely balances 

humility and boldness.   
Rachie, your presence and energy have the power to illuminate the 
lives of individuals in your orbit and to ignite a community towards 

higher aspirations and goals. 
 

Your beloved shul, Mount Sinai, is a beneficiary of your generosity of 
time and spirit and tremendous kochot. May Hashem bless you with 

the energy, insight, and commitment to continue to elevate and enrich 
everyone who crosses your path and to invest in communities that 

aspire towards exceptional commitment to Torah, avodah, and 
gemillut chasadim.  

 
We love you and are so proud of you! 

With much love, 
 

Mom and Dad 
Michelle, Yehuda, Batya, Maayan, Moshe, Daveed, Amital 

and Hillel Sarna 
Shayna, Daniel, Shoshana, Temima, Levi, Elchanan, and 

Akiva 
Adina, Elie, Aliza, Levi, Aryeh, Bracha and Dovid  

 
GOLD PAGE 
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Rachel 
 
 
 
 

We couldn't be prouder of the woman you are.  
You are passionate and compassionate.  

You don't just speak, you act. Although young, 
you are very accomplished.  

 
 
 
 
 

Love,  
Aunt Judy and Uncle Tony  

SILVER PAGE 



32  

 

 
Congratulations to the honorees 

 
Rachel Waldman 

Jason Strauss 
Chava and Zev Lerner 

Avigayil Zemelman 
 

You are among the many who devote your 
hearts, souls and resources to building this 

incredible and unique community, both publicly 
and privately.  

 
To all of our friends in the Mount Sinai 

Community 

Thanks for filling our home for seven years with 
Torah, ruach and friendship! 

 
We miss you! 

 
Matthew, Talia, Ezra and Yehuda Furleiter 
 

 

SILVER PAGE 
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In Tribute to 
 

Rachel Waldman 
 

For your loyalty and devotion to 
Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

 
 
 

With best wishes 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

SILVER PAGE 
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In honor of  
 

Avigayil Zemelman 
 
 

Keter Shem Tov Awardee 
 
 
 

With best wishes 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 
 

SILVER PAGE 
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Mazel tov to the honorees!  
 

It has been an honor to serve with each of you. 
 

I look forward to your accomplishments in your 
new roles, both here and in new pastures. 

 
With congratulations, 

 
 

Michael 

SILVER PAGE 
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Jesse Abelman 

Allan Altman 

Lottie Dessau 

Dashiell Ferguson 

Rebecca and 
Chaim Hersh 

Ayelet Hilewitz 

Chani Hilewitz 

David Kach 

Yaacov Kanner 

Joel Kosh 

 

Chani Kovacs 

Rebecca Neuhaus 

Naftali Pfeiffer 

Ari & Shuli Rieser 

Henry Rieser 

Mark Rozenberg 

Sara Shatz 

Akiva & Kessia 

Stechler 

Samuel Weiss 

Y and Y Catering 

Oran Zweiter 

SILVER PAGE 

The Hashkama minyan salutes to-
night's outstanding honorees and 

thanks all those who contribute to 
make MSJC and our minyan a truly 
wonderful place to daven and have 

kiddush each and every week. 

 
                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SILVER  PAGE 
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 מזל טוב  !!
to all the honorees on their well deserved honor 

and recognition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lottie Dessau 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Thank you to all the Board Members and all the 
Honorees who make this Shul a special place. 

 
 

Oh, and to all the cold callers who make sure 
these ads happen... 

BRONZE PAGE 
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BRONZE PAGE 

 
In honor and appreciation of this year's 

outstanding group of honorees: 
 

Rachel Waldman  
Jason Strauss  

Chava and Zev Lerner  
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
And in tribute to our dear friends: 

 
Karla and Walter Spier 

Herbert Harwitt 
Chani Hilewitz 
Yaacov Kanner 

 
We recognize and thank all of you for your 

tremendous devotion and years of service to 
MSJC. We would not be the Shul we are today 
were it not for your exemplary leadership and 

guidance. 
 

Shuli, Ari, Davidi and Sophia Rieser 
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BRONZE PAGE 

 
 
 
 

 
Feast in the company of those who have 

done you service. 
 
 

Lucky numbers 6, 19, 16. 
Bonus number 20. 

 
 
 

Yasher Kochachem, 
 

Steve and Yoni Rosenthal 
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BRONZE PAGE 

 

 

In Tribute to  

Jason Strauss 

 

Recipient of the 

Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award 

 

Your service to the Mount Sinai Community is 
greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 
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In loving memory of 
 

Dr. Yaakov Birnbaum  
(1926-2014) 

 

founder of the Soviet Jewry movement 
valiant activist 

loving family man 
devoted friend 

 
 

“Moses rejoiced at the gift of his 
portion,  

that You called him a faithful 
servant.”   

 
 

with deep appreciation to the Mount Sinai 
community  

for all the good things you do 
 
 
 

Freda Bluestone Birnbaum 
 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In appreciation of our honorees 
 

Rachel Waldman 
Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
 

and your steadfast dedication and hard work for the 
community 

 
You are the best! 

May we continue to do mitzvos together! 
(I can’t wait to hear the speeches!) 

 
 

 
and in honor of  

Jai and Shuli Berger Zion 
 

with deep appreciation and respect for all you both do for the 
community and for individuals, never looking for kovod but 

just because it is right, and because it is what you do! 
 

Freda Bluestone Birnbaum 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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With Admiration and Respect 
To 
 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
 

Recipients of the  
Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award 

 
 

Congratulations! 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

BRONZE PAGE 
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To the Honorees, Officers, Gabbaim and all the 
many others who work tirelessly for the shul: 

 
Thank you for all your hard work!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Gross 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Yashar Koach to the 2016 honorees who 

have given so much of themselves to 
maintain and advance the values and 

ideals of MSJC. 
 
 

In appreciation 
 
 
 

Rabbi Dr. Mordecai Schnaidman 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Memory of our Parents, Grandparents, and 
Great Grandparents 

 
 

Sidney and Ruth Rieser 
Yehuda and Menucha Paltiel 

 
 

We miss you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rieser Family 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Grateful Appreciation 
 

To the dedicated staff 
of 

Mount Sinai Jewish Center 
 

Oren Hiller 
Rivka Holzer 

Nike Prroj 
 

Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 
 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Honor of our 
 
 

Grandchildren 
 
 

Avital and Neima Herman 
Meishar, Atir, Gilad and Itiel Rieser 

Davidi and Sophia Rieser 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sabush and Savta 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Honor of our Dear Friend 
 
 

Herbert Harwitt 
 
 
 

In appreciation of your loyalty and devotion to 
the shul 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

BRONZE PAGE 
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The Chevra Kadisha 
 

Honors the memory of the departed members 
of Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sivan 5775 to Sivan 5776 
 
 
 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Congratulations to the honorees 
 
 

Rachel Waldman 
Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
 
 
 

Chevra Kadisha 
Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Great job everyone, keep up the good work! 
 
 

Neil Schwarzenberger  
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Mazal tov to all of the honorees!  

 
Your dedication to the shul keeps alive and 

thriving that which was established well before 
you moved in and took a leadership role. With 
one of us being an "old timer" here in the shul, 

it's nice to see the continuation of great 
programing.  

 
This ad is also in honor of all of the volunteers 
who dedicate their time and energy to Mount 
Sinai.  Our shul wouldn't be the same without 

you. 
 

We look forward to watching Mount Sinai 
continue to thrive as the center of our 

community and our spiritual home for many 
years to come. 

 
 

Aliza and Sam Konig 

BRONZE PAGE 
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With gratitude to  
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz  
 

for his dedicated service to our community. 
 

Mazal Tov to all of the honorees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yehuda Richman 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to  
 

Rachel Waldman and Avigayil Zemelman  
 

on these well deserved honors.  
 

You guys are awesome!  
 
 
 
 
 

The Krupkas 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Rachie, in order to avoid a repeat of my speech debacle at your bat 
mitzvah, I'll keep this short and sweet.  To say that I'm lucky to have 

you in my life is woefully inadequate.  You enhance the world of 
everyone you come into contact with and Mount Sinai is no exception.  
I'm thrilled to have this opportunity to recognize your achievements 

and proud to call you my friend. 

Keep up the amazing work (and thanks for taking me along for the 
ride)! 

All my love, Ya 

P.S.  Special Paul Rudd-style shout-out to Marky Mark for inspiring you 
to use your popularity for a good cause. 

----- 

To my former classmates Chava and Jason, Mazel Tov on your well-
deserved honors! 

You are a credit to Moriah and Columbia alumni everywhere. 

----- 

Best wishes to the incomparable Karla and Walter Spier, the true 
highlight of any visit to the Heights.  May you continue to enjoy nachas 
from your children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and the entire 

Mount Sinai family in good health for many years to come. 

Thank you for everything, always. 

----- 

In honor of Dena Katz Block, MSJC Yoetzet Halacha and the best 
roommate a sleepy girl could possibly dream of.  We all benefit from 

your brilliance. 

----- 

In loving memory of my grandparents George and Gloria Steiner z"l, 
longtime members of MSJC, and dear friends Zvi and Rachel Kanner 
z"l, true pillars of the Washington Heights community.  I am who I am 

because of the homes that you created. 

Yael Steiner 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov, Rachel!  
 

Thanks for all your hard work and limitless 
dedication!  

 
 
 
 
 

Sharon Volotzky 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Congratulations to all honorees.  

Our families are proud of  

Chava and Zev's  

inspiring commitment to Judaism  

and to their community. 

 

 

Mrs. Ida Halpern  

Glick and Chernoff Families  

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazel Tov to our dear son 
 

Rabbi Jason Strauss 
 

on this well deserved honor. 
 

We are proud of your dedication to your shul 
and the Washington Heights community which is 

so special to our family.  
We are thrilled to share this wonderful night 

with you. 
 
 

Love,  
 

Mommy, Daddy and Jennifer 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazel Tov to  
All The Honorees  

on your well deserved honors! 
 

Thank you to Rabbi Schwartz, Rabbi 
Schnaidman, the Board of Trustees, and all the 

volunteers for all of your hard work on behalf of 
the shul! 

 
It is a privilege to be part of such a special 

community. 
 

May we go from strength to strength! 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel Wolf 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees! 

 
Rachel- Your dedication set an example for me 
of what it means to be a true leader. You inspired 

me and a whole generation of volunteers to 
make Mount Sinai a more welcoming, open, 

thoughtful and caring place.  
 

Jason- I’ll get to you in a few pages… 
 

Chava and Zev- Thanks for everything you’ve 
done for the shul. Your expertise and perspective 

are invaluable. 
 

Avigayil- Thank you for your work behind the 
scenes every single week on the Eruv and 

Security. They’re not easy jobs, but they have a 
huge impact on our community and are really 

appreciated. 
 
 

Yoni Teitz 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov  
to  
 
 

Rachel, Jason, Avigayil, and Chava and 
Zev (and Mindy!)  

 
 

on this well-deserved honor. Thank you so much 
for everything that you do to make our shul such 

a special place. Your dedication to this 
community is truly appreciated.   

 
Wishing you all the best, 

 
Pamela Kaplan 

BRONZE PAGE 
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 וכתר שם טוב עולה על גביהם...

 
 

Mazal Tov  
 

Avigayil  
 

on the well deserved recognition.   
 
 
 
 

Lots of Love,  
 

The Agmon and Kadosh Families.  

BRONZE PAGE 
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In recognition of  
 
 

Chava and Zev Lerner  
and Avigayil Zemelman  

 
 

for all that they do for the community. 
 
 
 
 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 

BRONZE PAGE 
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To five of the most inspiring people I know: 
  

Zev and Chava: Your thoughtfulness and dedication to the 
community know no bounds.  I feel honored to have watched 

you two develop into a beautiful couple and become 
cornerstones of this community.   

  
Jason: I met you as your name was synonymous with the 
Education Committee.  It was apparent that you ran the 

Committee with passion and desire to spread Torah.  You've 
carried the burden of the shul on your shoulders and while I'm 

sure that wasn't an easy task, you handled it with grace.   
  

Avigayil: I've seen you grow as a baalat chesed since the day 
we became friends.  You never cease to amaze me with your 
dedication to others, whether you’re connecting to one of 

your senior friends or the ensuring our community is safe and 
secure.  I've learned so much from you, and our jewel-like 

bond is one I sincerely cherish.   
  

Rachel: I literally would not be the leader I am today without 
your constant support, guidance, and calming influence.  You 
made me feel welcomed and appreciated and taught me that I 
could make a difference just by showing up.  You truly are an 

inspiration to those who observe you and those who are lucky 
enough to have worked with you.   

  
I am in awe of every single one of you.  Mazal tov on this much 

deserved honor.   
  

Keren Golan 

FULL PAGE 



68  

 

 
 
 
 

Dear Chava and Zev, 
 
 

As your parents and as former members of 

Congregation Mount Sinai, you continue to 

make us proud of all you do for your Kehilla and 

the Jewish Community.  

May you advance מחיל לחיל. 
 
 

Love, 
 

Ima and Abba 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees  
on this well deserved honor.  

 
Rachel Waldman 

 
My time at Mount Sinai truly would not have 

been the same without you. Thank you for 
serving as an inspiration to me and to female 

leaders in the Orthodox community. You're in an 
incredible role model, leader, and friend. 

___________________________ 
 

Oren Hiller 
 

You made good on your promise of having me 
wake up every morning excited to go to work! 
Thank you for always having my back no matter 

what. 
 
 
 

Rivka Holzer  
aka Director of All Things Fun 

FULL PAGE 



70  

 

 
Jason, 

 
(AKA Rabbi Yehoash Tzvi Strauss, Supreme 
Mugwump of the International Temperance 
Society, Chief Warlock of the Wizengamot 

Womengemara, Order of Menschlechkeit - first 
class). 

 
While the dinner will rightly honor you for your 

tireless work for the shul and the community 
generally, there is more to you than just that. On 
a personal level, you are an incredible, devoted, 
compassionate and selfless friend and the most 

upright human being we have ever met.  
We wish you and Kimberly tremendous 

Hatzlacha on your move up to Boston and we 
will miss you dearly. 

  
B’yedidut Rabah, 

General Life Buddies  
 

Raphy Rosen and Yoni Teitz  

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to our Daughter, Sister, and Aunt 

 
 

AVIGAYIL ZEMELMAN 
 
 

in recognition of her dedication and 
commitment to the Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

 
and to all of the distinguished Honorees 

 

הוא )הלל( היה אומר: אם אין אני לי מי לי? וכשאני   
 לעצמי מה אני? 

 ואם לא עכשיו אימתי?
 

 אבות א יד  
 
 

Avi and Esti Zemelman 
Yael and Ariel Davis 
Binyamin Zemelman 

Koby, Avishai, Moshe, and Atara Davis  
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 MAZAL TOV TO THE INSPIRING 
HONOREES! 

  
The Jewish Community Council of Washington 

Heights (JCC-WHI) wishes you bracha 
v’hatzlacha in all your future endeavors. We look 

forward to continuing our work together on 
behalf of the community. 

  
We extend a special tribute to  

Rachel Waldman  
on this well-deserved award – thank you for all 

of your support. 
  
  

Jewish Community Council of Washington 
Heights-Inwood 

Free and confidential social services ~ job listing 
~ apartment referrals ~ meaningful volunteer 

opportunities to benefit our neighborhood. 
  

Debbie Hes –Executive Director 
www.jccwhi.org 

info@jccwhi.com 
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees! 
 

 Thank you for all you do for the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sara Shatz 
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In Memory of 
My Parents 

 
Gabriel S. Harwitt 

and 
Erna Harwitt 

 
____________________ 

 
In Memory of 

 
Rabbi Dr. Felix Singermann 

His Wife 
and 

Six Children 
 

who perished in Riga 
al Kiddush Ha'Shem 

 
 

Herbert Harwitt 
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Thank you to all of Mount Sinai’s hardworking volunteers, 

committees, and especially this year’s honorees 

 

Rachel Waldman 

Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 

and 

Avigayil Zemelman 

 

Thanks for having everything done by Shabbos and for 

everything, and anything, in between! 

 

Orly Seidman 
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Honoring: 
 
 
 

Rachel Waldman 
Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
 
 
 
 

With Best Wishes 
Mrs. Laura Berkowitz 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Greenberg 
Dr. Mark Greenberg and Mrs. Nechama 

Zilberstein 
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In Memory of  
 

Edna Platzer 
 

“It was the best of times” 
 
 

______________________ 
 
 
 

In Memory of  
Relatives, close and distant 

 
Dr. Max Singermann 

Rabbi Dr. Jakob J. Petuchowski 
Lord Immanuel Jakobovits 

 
 

Herbert Harwitt 
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Mazal Tov and Best Wishes to  

All the Honorees 

 

_______________________ 

 

In honor of  

Jacob Kanner, ESQ. 

“The Righteous Promise Little and Perform 

Much” 

 

 

Herbert Harwitt 
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Best Wishes and much Hatzlacha 

from your friends at 

Ezra Hes 
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In honor of my Rebbe,  
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz,  
 
 

and in honor of my friend,  
 

Rachel Waldman,  
 

who does so much for the community. 
 
 
 

from  
 

Danny Frankel 

FULL PAGE 



82  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to all of the honorees who make 
our Shul such a special, warm and welcoming 

place 
 
 
 

Rabbi Ezra and Dr. Rivka Schwartz  
and family 

FULL PAGE 
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In gratitude to  
 

Rabbi Josh Abramson  
 

for your wisdom and erudition in teaching us 
Sifrei Neviim and Hatzlacha Raba to you, Ophira 
and Aryeh Gavriel in all your future endeavours. 

 
 

Your MNL Talmidim 

FULL PAGE 
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 והצנע לכת עם אלוקים
 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear 
Husband, Abba and Saba 

 
 

 הרב יהודה בן הרב אלתר הלוי ז"ל
 
 
 
 

Chani Hilewitz 
Chaim and Mindy Hilewitz 

Miri, Eliyahu, Tzvi, Yehuda, Menachem 
and Avrumi 

Yedidya Hilewitz and Mindy Levine 
Eli, Judah, Dahlia 
Ayelet Hilewitz 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazel tov to 
 

Rachel Waldman 
 

Zev and Chava Lerner  
and Mindy 

 
Jason Strauss 

 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
on your respective well-deserved awards. 

May we continue to be the beneficiaries of your 
commitment, enthusiasm and efforts on behalf 

of our shul and community. 
 
 

Chani Hilewitz 

FULL PAGE 
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Congratulations to the honorees! 
Thank you for all your hard work, 
dedication and contributions to the 

community. I feel lucky to have 
worked alongside you and count you 

as friends.  
 
 

 טוב לצדיק וטוב לשכנו
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yehudis Isenberg 

FULL PAGE 
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Congratulations  
 

Rachel Waldman 
Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
You have each been a model of excellence in the 

Jewish community, and your dedication to 
Mount Sinai Jewish Center, and Washington 

Heights as a whole, is rightly acknowledged by 
your respective awards. May you continue to 
grow and inspire others in all aspects of your 

lives.  
 
 
 
 

Aharon Plumer 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal Tov  

Jason  

on this well-deserved honor! 

 

From Tackling Taboos to amazing Scholars in 
Residence to the Religion, Intimacy and 

Sexuality program, you were instrumental in 
producing the biggest events in Mount Sinai. But 
you also worked tirelessly behind the scenes to 

ensure we offer regular programming of the 
highest caliber. Your efforts have made Mount 

Sinai what it is today and are most appreciated. 
We wish you the best of luck in all your future 

educational endeavors! 

 

The Education Committee 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal tov to  
 
 

Chava and Zev Lerner  
 
 

upon being honored by their wonderful shul 
community, Mount Sinai Jewish Center. 

 
 
 
 
 

Bubbe and Zaida Cantor  
Nathan and Beverly Chaitovsky  
Uncle Rabbi Yaakov Chaitovsky  

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal Tov  
 

to 
 
  

Avigayil Zemelman 
 
 

who truly understands 
"If not you, then who? If not here, then where? 

If not now, then when?"  
- Baal Shem Tov 

 
 
 
 

Ruth D. Bernstein 

FULL PAGE 
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Thank you so much for all that you do for 
the shul and our community. 

 
 

May you continue to go from 
strength to strength! 

 
 

With much gratitude, 
 

Penina Stiefel 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazel Tov  

to our Brother and Sister-In-Law 

 

Zev and Chava Lerner 

 

On a well-deserved honor 

 

Mordechai and Gavriella Lerner 

Eliyahu, Bentzion, and Ariel  

FULL PAGE 
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In Honor of  
 

Avigayil Zemelman  
and all the Honorees! 

 
 

FULL PAGE 
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In appreciation of  
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz  
 

for his Sefer Melachim Shiurim  
 
 
 

The Wednesday Night Talmidim 

FULL PAGE 
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Congratulations to our dearest 

 
RACHEL 

 
We feel honored to have watched you channel your immeasurable talents 

with unyielding passion to help build 
 

a vibrant community that encourages growth and welcomes all. As friends, 
we are forever indebted to you for 

 
filling our days with kindness, laughter and companionship. As community 

members, we are privileged to have 
 

a role model who has shown us how “a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world.” 

 
May you continue to use your thoughtfulness and open heart to positively 

affect everyone around you.  
 

(Margaret Mead). 
 
 

A special congratulations to our wonderful friends  
 

Chava and Zev Lerner, 
 

as well as to  
 

Jason Strauss and Avigayil Zemelman. 
 

Thank you all for your tireless devotion to the Shul and to our community. 
 

With unending appreciation and admiration, 
 

Deena Berkowitz, Leah Weinberg, and Naama Levin 

FULL PAGE 
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Thank you to  

 
Rabbi Schnaidman and Rabbi Schwartz  

 
for sharing their exceptional Torah and 

leadership with Mount Sinai members, past and 
present.  

 
 

Wishing the honorees continued Bracha, 
Hatzlacha, and Mazel in all their endeavors.  

 
Rachel Waldman  

Jason Strauss  
Chava and Zev Lerner   

Avigayil Zemelman   
 

Mazel tov!  
 

Rachel  and David Fryman 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to the Honorees! 
 

Your service inspires us to greater Heights! 
 
 
 
 
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 

FULL PAGE 
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 מי שברך אבותינו אברהם יצחק ויעקב הוא יברך את 
 

 יהואש צבי בן דניאל יצחק
 
 

בעבור שעלה לגבאות ולכל צרכי הקהילה בשכר זה 
הקב''ה ישמריהו ויציליהו מכל צרה וצוקה ומכל נגע 
ומחלה וישלח ברכה והצלחה בכל מעשה ידיו עם כל 

 ישראל אחיו ונאמר אמן 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Sinai Gabbaim, Past and Present 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazel tov  
 
 

Zev and Chava! 
 

And Mindy, of course, who has followed her 
parents' footsteps in contributing so much to 

this shul and community. 
 
 
 
 
 

Love, 
 

 Ayelet 

FULL PAGE 
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A very warm and well-deserved Mazel Tov to: 
 

Rachel Waldman  
Jason Strauss  

Chava and Zev Lerner  
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
Thank you for all the hard work you do to make 

this shul and community such a special place! 
Your service to this community is inspiring and 

deeply appreciated.  
 
 
 

Evan and Leora Hertan 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazel Tov to all the honorees on a well-

deserved recognition.   

 

 

Hakarat Hatov to  

 

Rabbi Schwartz. 

 

Thanks for everything! 

 

 

 

 

Tonya and Benjamin Pick 
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FULL PAGE 

 
 
 
 

In Memory  
of 

Our Beloved Grandparents 
 
 

BERISCH and FRIEDA KANNER  ע''ה 

 
WOLF and FANNY GINDSBERG ע''ה  

 
 

Dov and Nachama Kanner & Family 
Shlomo and Meryl Kanner & Family 

Yaacov Kanner 
Eric and Geelit Sommer & Family 



 103 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In Memory  
of 

Our Beloved Parents 
 
 

ZVI and RACHEL KANNER ע''ה  

 
 הנאהבים והנעימים בחייהם  ובמותם לא נפרדו

 
 
 

Dov and Nachama Kanner & Family 
Shlomo and Meryl Kanner & Family 

Yaacov Kanner 
Eric and Geelit Sommer & Family 

FULL PAGE 
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"Who run(s) the world? Girls." - Beyoncé  
 

Mazal tov  
 

Rachel Waldman 
  

and all the other honorees. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ilana Mann, Rebecca Saidlower, Yehudis 
Isenberg, and Chana Fuhrman Greenspan 

FULL PAGE 
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Congratulations to the honorees 
 

from 
 

The Washington Heights Congregation 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

www.bridgeshul.com 

FULL PAGE 
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To This Year’s Honorees 

Mount Sinai Jewish Center is a special place because of all 
of your efforts and dedication.  

Thank you x 4  

 

To the Officers 

Every year I am lucky enough to work with a special group 
of officers. This year was no exception. 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

 

To Rivka Holzer 

From the day you started at Mount Sinai I knew that you 
would be a perfect fit as my work partner.  Thank you for all 
the passion that you bring to everything you do for Mount 

Sinai. It is my pleasure to be working with you, and I 
appreciate how much you make my job so much easier. 

 
Oren Hiller  

Executive Director 
Mount Sinai Jewish Center  

FULL PAGE 
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In genuine appreciation to, and admiration for, 
the devoted Men and Women of the Board of 

Trustees. Serving with you has been a privilege, 
and I have learned and grown immeasurably 

from your example. I can not begin to express 
my gratitude for your dedication and sacrifice on 

behalf of this community. 

 כל מי שעוסקים בצרכי צבור
באמונה, הקב"ה ישלם שכרם.    

 

 
 

Mazal Tov to all the honorees!  
Thank you for all your hard work in helping 

make our shul the warm and welcoming center 
of our community that it is. 

 
 

Rachel and Josh Teitcher 
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We at the Sixth Street Community Synagogue 

applaud our friend,  

 

Rachel 

 

for her devotion to Community and Synagogue. 

We urge her to move downtown, or 

 at least visit more often.  
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Mazel Tov to  
 

Rachel Waldman  
Jason Strauss  

Chava and Zev Lerner  
Avigayil Zemelman  

 
Thank you for all the amazing work you do on behalf 

of our shul!  Your commitment dedication and 
enthusiasm is very much appreciated.    

   
 

Debbie Ciner  

Congratulations 
  

Avigayil Zemelman 
 

In acknowledgment of your past achievements  
 

In anticipation of your continued efforts on 
behalf of Klal Yisrael 

 
Mrs. Shirley R. Feuerstein 

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan Greer 
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Mazal Tov  

 
Rachel 

 
To change the world / Start with one step 

However small / The first step is hardest of all  
Once you get your gait / You will walk in tall 

 
 

Naftali Pfeiffer 
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In honor of 

 
Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 

 
and 

 
The MSJC Leadership Team 

 
 

Dr. Morris and Laura Whitcup  

 
In honor of  

 
Ari Rieser L.Ac, MSTOM,MSPT  

 
for his devotion to MSJC and the broader 

community.  
Kol hakavod! 

 
 

Dr. Morris and Laura Whitcup 
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In memory of  

 
Solomon and Bertha Manheimer  

and  
Howard and Jean Stone 

 
 
 

Lewis and Marion Manheimer 

 
 
 

Congratulations to all the Honorees  
 
 

Milton and Vera Hamburger 



 115 

 

 

 
Mazal Tov  

 

Chava and Zev  

 

on this well deserved honor. 

 

Teena  and Larry  

 

 

To  
 

Rachel Waldman, 
Jason Strauss, 

and Zev and Chava Lerner 
 

Mazal tov on this well deserved honor! Thank you for 
your countless hours of dedication to our shul and 
community. May you have the strength to continue 

this important work for many years to come! 
 

Best, 
Avigayil Zemelman 
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Mazal tov to  
 

Rachel Waldman, Jason Strauss, Chava 
and Zev Lerner, and Avigayil Zemelman  

 
on all that you do for Mount Sinai Jewish 

Center. 
Keep up the great work! 

 
 

Laura and Jordan Feld 

Dear Jason, 
 

Mazal tov on being honored at the dinner! I am 
so proud of you and your dedication to the 

Mount Sinai community. May you go me'chayil 
el chayil and continue to positively impact the 

Jewish community. 
 

Love, 
 

Kimberly 



 117 

 

Hey There Sparky, 
 

Mazal tov on many jobs well done, in public and 
in private, day in and day out. 

Thank you for teaching us we can all be heroes 
in our own way.  Your deltoids of compassion are 

superb. 
 

Proud to know you, 
 

Me 

Mazal Tov to the Honorees 
 

Rachel Waldman 
 

Jason Strauss 
 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
 

Avigayil Zemelman 
 
 
 

Yosef Rabinowitz 
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Warmest Congratulations  

to the Honorees 
 

Rachel Waldman 
Jason Strauss 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
Avigayil Zemelman 

 
 

Yaacov Kanner 

 
 
 
 
 

Mazel tov to the honorees. 
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Mazal Tov to our good friends,  
 

Zev and Chava Lerner 
and 

Rachel Waldman 
 

on their well deserved honors! 
Your dedication and hard work keeps our beloved 

Mount Sinai Community strong! 
 

Love from the West Coast, 
Aliza and Yitzi Greenbaum 

In memory of 

 

WILLIAM BLANK z"l 

 

Long time President of Congregation Beth Hillel and 
Beth Israel of Washington Heights. 

 

FAY BLANK 

ALBERT and SHARON BLANK 

IRENE and ZEV BLECHNER  
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Mazal Tov  
 

Avigayil 
 

on this well deserved honor! 
 

We wish we could all be there to celebrate with you. 
May Hashem give you the strength to continue doing all of 

the wonderful things you do.  
 

Love 
 

Joe and Laura 
Pinny, Rochel, Zev, Eli, Aili and Akiva  
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In honor of  
 

Rachel Waldman  
 

 "שעוסקת בצרכי
ציבור באמונה."   

 
Mazal tov to you on this 

special occasion, and thank 
you for your dedication and 
service to the entire Mount 

Sinai community!  
 

Mayer Kovacs 

 
 

In honor of  
 
 

Avigayil Zemelman 
 
 
 

Paul Reinstein 

 
 

In Honor of  
 

Moshe and Arona 
Berow 

 
Chaim and 

Raphaela Singer 

 
In Honor of a 

Wonderful Friend, 
 

Avigayil Zemelman 
 
 
 

The Zuckermans 
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Mazal tov to the 
honorees and also to 
new board member  

Devora Weinstock! 
 
 

Leah Sarna  

Mazel Tov to my dear 
grandson  

 
Rabbi Jason Strauss 

 
I am so proud of you 

and all your 
accomplishments.  

 
Love, 

Grandma Sylvia 
Savitt 

Mazal Tov to all the 
honorees! Thank you for 

all that you do to make our 
community flourish and 

grow. It is because of 
volunteers such as 

yourselves that our shul is 
what it is today.  

וכל מי שעוסקים בצרכי 
ציבור באמונה הקב״ה ישלם 

 שכרם
 

Gabrielle and Akiva 
Berger 

Thank you so much for 
everything you do to make 
our community a vibrant, 

warm, fun, special and 
growth-oriented place. We 

are blessed to have you 
working on our behalf and 

we appreciate your 
dedication!  

 
Mazal tov! 

 
Ari Gordon and Shuli 

Taubes 
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Mazel Tov 
 

Chava and Zev 
 

We feel honored to 
consider you 

part of our family. 
 

Meryl and Mark 
Berow 

aka Savta and Gramps 

To  Avigayil -  
 

A source of insight in every 
conversation, and of  

 ברכה וגיל,  
blessing and joy at all times. 

 

 בידידות לבבית,
 

Rabbi Yosef and Rivkah 
Blau 

Together with  
Rachel Waldman, Jason 

Strauss, and the Lerners, 
you create the vibrant 

community of Mount Sinai. 

 
Rachel  

You are one of the most genuine 
and giving people I know. Your 
devotion to the community is 

inspiring and truly appreciated. 
It is impossible to thank you 

enough for everything you have 
done for this community. I know 

you will continue to both 
achieve and inspire greatness in 
the Jewish community at large 
and hope that I will always be 

privileged to be a part of that.    
 
 

Yonati 

Jason  
You are so dedicated, driven, and 

passionate about the communal work 
you do. You have done a tremendous 
amount for the Washington Heights 
community, and I hope you realize 
how much that means to so many of 
us. Your insight into the challenges 

facing our generation is so precise and 
on point, and it is clear that you strive 

to help our community face them 
together. I know that you will 

continue to work towards making 
every community you are a part of 

grow and flourish. I look forward to 
hearing about your future endeavors. 

Behatzlacha and thank you again,  
 

Yonati 
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Congratulations  

Avigayil 

 

We are very proud of you 
and wish you all the best. 

 

Your entire  

Zemelman Family in 
Cleveland 

#Rachel  
 

#luckytocalluourfriend 
#cantthankyouenough 

#nottalkingaboutmtsinai #kitchencabinet 
#nosecrets #ikeafrumbrand 
#marriedatfirstsight #tmi 

#nocommasallowed #welovehashtags 
#wealsoluvyou #officerlife #bitmojis 

#willtellyouafterthehazing  
#guysiseriouslyhavenolife #neitherdowe 

#heelsgiveuspower #weshowup 
#xoxoxo #grouptherapy 

#hersheysorgodiva 
#yourfriendsmayhateyoubutyourshulpee

#psloveyou #stillnocommasallowed  
#cantwaittoseeyourshulinisrael 

#mazaltov 
 

#luv  
#yourbiggestfans 

 

 
 

In appreciation of all the 
services that Mount Sinai 

provides to the Washington 
Heights community. 

 
 
 

Michael and Chana 
Gutmann 

Rachel, 
Words cannot express our gratitude 
to you for the tremendous amount of 
work that you do for MSJC and the 

greater community at large.  You are 
truly a role model and leader and we 
feel extreme hakarat hatov to you for 

all of your sleepless nights and the 
endless amounts of work you do. 

Your warm , friendly personality and 
your ability to make everyone in shul 
feel so comfortable and important in 
the community is truly unique and 

admirable . Rachel , Mazel tov on this 
well deserved honor! We couldn't not 

be happier for you. Wishing you all 
the best. 

Shira Deluty, Micalle Carl, 
Rachael Spero 
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Mazal tov to all of the 

honorees. 
A special thanks to  

 
Rachel Waldman  

 
for her incredible efforts on 
behalf of this community. 

Blessings to the rabbinic team, 
professional staff, and lay 

leadership. 
Cheers,  

 
Menachem Menchel 

 
Thanks for the hundreds of 

Shabbat meals, hours of 
spirited conversation and 

years of devoted 
friendship. 

 
Congratulations on a well-

deserved honor! 
 

The Lerner Family 
Extension, Singles 

Division 

In honor of  
 

Rachel and Avigayil,  
 

for all the work that you 
do in making the Jewish 

community in the Heights 
more welcoming. 

May you go from strength 
to strength.  

 
Yael and Hart Levine 

 
 
 
Don't give up the fight 

 
 
 
 

Dashiell Ferguson  
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Mazel Tov 
to 

Chava and Zev 
Lerner  

(and Mindy!) 
 

Love, 
Tamar, Avi-Gil, 

Ahuva, and Tzvi 

Rachel: 
 

You do so much for so many 
people, ignoring your own 

personal desires and 
sacrificing your own free 
time. Please celebrate this 

well-deserved honor 
without thinking how you 
can help (even more) those 

organizing the dinner! 
Congrats! 

 
Anonymous 

 

 
To our wonderful 

Honorees! 
 

Thank you for all you 
are doing. 

 
Best Wishes 

 
 

Carla Hanauer 

Mazal Tov  
 

Jason  
on receiving the Rabbi Yehuda 

Hilewitz Z”L Memorial 
Award! 

May you continue to build and 
grow Torah learning 

communities everywhere you 
go, and merit many more 

happy occasions and 
accomplishments! 

 
Sincerely, 

Yitzy and Faigy 
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To my new friend  
Rach :)  

You somehow manage to be 
an amazing, present, 

hilarious friend while still 
running a shul. Your 
dedication to your 

community has inspired me 
since the moment I met you. 
Mazel tov on this incredibly 

well deserved honor  
All my love 

 
Deni 

 
Mazal tov to all the 

honorees! 
Thank you for the time, 
energy, and originality 
you have dedicated to 

making our shul a 
unique, thoughtful, and 
honest place.  We are so 

lucky to have you. 
 

Shani Kaish 

 
 

Mazal Tov to all the 
Honorees on your 
deserving award. 

Thank you for all of 
the hard work you do 

for our shul. 
 
 

Davida Kollmar 

Rach,  
 

Congrats on this well deserved honor! We 
are continuously inspired by your 

dedication to the community at large, the 
shul, and your friends and family. You 

always seem to know just what to say to 
someone in need, not to mention an offer 
for some Ben and Jerry's or a closet full of 

snacks to brighten someone's day! The 
warmth you exude to those you meet,  not 
only makes you the queen of icebreakers 
and the quintessential hallmark customer, 

but also the greatest friend.  
 

״...ואמר בשבילך רחל...כי יש שכר לפעולתך )

 )מדרש רבה איכה
 

Mazel Tov! 
 

Love,  
Oph and SeeBee 
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Mazal tov to all of the 
honorees - you are 

each amazing.  
 

Thank you for 
everything and 

continue to be an 
inspiration to us all...  

 
 

Ayelet Mael  

 
 
 

Congratulations to all 
the honorees and 
thank you to the 

volunteers that keep 
the shul running! 

In recognition and gratitude to the 
honorees: 

Rachel Waldman, whose creativity, 
vision, sensitivity, and emotional 

intelligence is destined to bring the Jewish 
people to new heights (not just in the 

heights!) 
Jason Strauss, whose dedication to 
Harbatzat Torah, Halacha, and kavod 

habriyot is truly inspirational. 
Chava and Zev Lerner, a paradigmatic 

"Mount Sinai couple" who contribute 
tremendous amounts to our community as a 

team. 
Avigayil Zemelman, whose behind the 
scenes acts of kindness, compassion, and 

protection have farther reaching affects than 
you could ever imagine. 

Thank you all for enhancing our community! 
With love and Hakarat Hatov,  

Riva Preil  

Dear Chava and Zev, 
 

Mazal tov on this well 
deserved honor. May you and 
your family be blessed with 
the strength and ability to 

continue serving Am Yisrael in 
the various capacities that you 

do. 
 

Does this count as an 
11o'clock d'var Torah ;-) ?? 

 
Much love, 

The Imperial Powers 
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Avigayil and Rachel 
 
 

Congratulations on this 
well-deserved honor!  

 
 
 

YD 

 
 

To all the honorees and 
every volunteer of the 
shul (both on and off 

the board and 
committees), thank 
you for all the hard 

work you do to ensure 
the quality of our shul. 

In honor of  
 

Arona Berow 
 

Thank you for being so active 
in the shul, committed to your 

many responsibilities, 
fastidious in your 

performance, and considerate 
of those you service.  But 

above all, thank you for being 
such a good friend. 

 
Love,  

Avigayil Zemelman 

 

 
 

In memory of our sister,  
 

Alice Maltz,  
 

we will never forget you, 
nothing changes,  
why should it? 
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To  
Avigayil, Jason, Rachel, 

Chava, and Zev.  
You all help make Mount Sinai 

a home. 
 

Kayla Blum 

 

 
Thank you so much for your 

contributions to the shul. 
Mazal tov on these well-

deserved honors. 
 

Aaron and Nilly 

Rachel, 
 

We are so proud of your sincere 
commitment to MSJC and all that 

you have accomplished.  
 

Love, 
Sharon, Usher, and Lisa Fogel 

 
Mazal Tov  

and best wishes  
to all the honorees. 

 
Ruth and Jay  

Rosenthal 

Devoted... Beloved... Awesome 
 

Ralph Lennig  
 

Husband and Father 
Missed Everyday 

 
Renate and Stephanie Lennig 

Mazel Tov  
to all the honorees and thank 
you for your dedication and 
hard work on behalf of our 

shul. 
 

Elisheva Weinstein 

Mazel tov  
Rachel, Jason, Chava, 

Zev, and Avigayil!  
Thank you for your tireless 

work for the shul :)  
 

Leora Staiman 

 
I want to thank the shul for 

being a member for two 
years.  

 
Eliyahu Katz 
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Be yourself. Then no-one can 

tell you you're doing it wrong. 
 

L'Chaim from the 
Colemans! 

Mazal tov  
Rachel, Jason, Chava and Zev and Avigayil  

on this well deserved honor! 
Thank you for the countless hours you devote to the shul 
and the Mount Sinai community! I am amazed by all of 

your constant work behind the scenes, vision and 
dedication to community. This inspires us to give more 
of ourselves to the community and follow the example 

you all set. 
Thank you for your leadership and for being true role 

models of what it means to be  .עוסק בצרכי ציבור 
Mazal tov! 

Sarah Gordon 

Dear Mindy, 

Your first shul dinner and you're 
already a star! I'm so proud of you, 
your Ima, and your Dad. May you 

grow up to be a community builder 
just like your parents! 

Love, your BFF 

Mazal Tov to all the honorees--
especially  

Avigayil Zemelman! 
Avigayil, you serve as a model for 

how we all ought to learn from and 
offer support to all members of our 

community.  
With admiration,  

Deborah Anstandig 

With thanks to  
 

Rabbi Schnaidman 
 
 

The Wednesday Class 

Mazel tov  
Chava and Zev  

on this well-deserved honor! 
May you continue to go from 

strength to strength.  
 

Esther Baruh 

Mazel tov to all the 
honorees! 

 
Shuli Berger and 

Jai Zion 

Avigayil Zemelman 
Mazal tov to the best camp counseling, 
story telling, park coloring, birthday 
candle providing, matzah brei-ing, 

walking-talking, school supply trading, 
encouraging, supporting, friend being 

people I know.  You go, girl. I'm proud 
of you. Yay!    
Love always.  

Julie Weinrach 
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Avigayil,  
 

We wish you a life surrounded 
by the kind of happiness that 

you give to others. 
 

Norm and Lanie Kaish 

Mazal tov To the honorees 
 

Get well Mom 
 

Let's go Mets 
 

Harrison and Hamburger 
Families 

Mazal tov to the honorees and to 
the entire community. 

 
In appreciation of our friends at 

Mount Sinai, 
 

Yafit, David, Noa, and 
Avraham Sclar 

In honor of our friends,  
Rachel Waldman 

and  
Jason Strauss 

Thank you for all that you do to 
make our community stronger! 

 
Zach Cohen and Sam 

Thanking all the people who 
make Mount Sinai run. 

 
Shalom 

 
Ruth and Bernice Katz 

 

A heartiest Mazal Tov to 
all the honorees 

from 
The Fermaglich 

Family  

 

Mazal Tov to the all the 
Honorees 

 
Hilda Kromnick 

 מזל טוב
 

Chava and Zev 
 

Jack and Deborah 
Perel 
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  Mazel Tov to  
Rachel, Jason, Avigayil, Zev and 

Chava  
on this well deserved honor. May you 
go from strength to strength and may 
Hashem bless your efforts for many 

years to come.  
 

Rena Gersten 

Dear Keren Golani sheli, 
Since we were kids I've appreciated 

our friendship and your heart of gold.  
But since witnessing your incredible 
dedication to our shul I have come to 
appreciate how awesome you are in a 
whole new way. I'm so proud of you, 

friend!  
 

Love, 
Avigayil Zemelman 

To Rachel, Jason, Chava and Zev, 
and Avigayil, 

 
Thank you for the time, energy, passion, 
and drive that you have dedicated to Mt. 
Sinai.  Our community has and continues 

to be strengthened by all that you do.  
 

With gratitude, 
Rena Garbow and Dov Winston  

Congratulations and Mazal Tov to 
all the honorees! Thank you  

Rachel, Jason, Chava, Zev, 
and Avigayil  

or all you do to make our shul so 
welcoming and vibrant.  

 
Leah and Eitan Bitter 

 
Books and Seforim    

Periodicals, DVDs, CDs    

 
Carla Hanauer 

212 942 6454 
hanauer@books@yahoo.com  

 
Congratulations to this year's most 
deserving honorees and thank you 
for all of your efforts to strengthen 

the Mount Sinai community. 
 

Mazel tov, 
Aliza Storchan 

In recognition of the worthy 
honorees 

Chava and Zev Lerner 
 

Bergman Family 
Waidenbaum Family 

Weinstein Family 

In honor of  
Avigayil Zemelman  

 
Barbara and Larry 

Poger  
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Mazal Tov To Our Grandchildren, 
 

Chava and Zev Lerner, 
 

on this well deserved honor.  
 

Rabbi Samuel and Tzivia 
Bramson 

Congratulations to all of the 
honorees. We appreciate all of the 
hard work and dedication to the 

Mount Sinai community.  
 

Yonatan, Chana and Nessia 
Shefa 

In Honor of 
 

The General 
 

Love,  
 

The Fellow  
a.k.a. The General's Daughter 

Mazal tov on your well 
deserved honor for your 

contributions to Mount Sinai 
and the Washington Heights 

community. 
 

Talia and David Eis 

In Loving Memory of 
 

Jacob Tocker, ע'ה 
Tilla Tocker, ע'ה 

 
my wonderful parents 

whose values and midos 
continue 

to inspire the entire family daily. 
We were truly blessed to have 

had 
them as the ultimate role models 
in living life as true B'nei Torah. 
The instilled in our homes and 

family 
the values of dedication,  
devotion and selflessness 

 
Sammy Tocker  


