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Reina Potaznik 

Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 

Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award 
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Message from the Rabbi 
 

Mt. Sinai is unusually special not only because our leadership is mostly comprised of passionate and 
energetic young people in their twenties and thirties; not only because we are at once a hub of communal 
activity and a serious place of torah and tefillah; and not only because of the wide array of shiurim and social 
activities that take place on a weekly basis.  What truly makes Mt. Sinai special is the way we define a 
communal leader. 
 

For us, a communal leader is not a person with political connections or a wealthy philanthropist.  Our 
community leaders, those whom we honor this evening, are more than anything, doers; people who exert 
an inordinate amount of time and energy to benefit the tzibur, our special community.  To the outsider, the 
countless hours of labor may go unnoticed.  But those of us who are sensitive to the pulse of the shul 
recognize the huge impact of the quiet contributions of tonight’s honorees. 
 

Our Guests of Honor, Talia and Matthew Furleiter, epitomize this type of leadership.  It is hard to imagine 
a more hard working and honest shul leader than Matt.  His careful calculations and projections of shul 
revenue for many years into the future, his dedication to make sure that every “t” is crossed and every “i” is 
dotted, and his integrity as gabbai and officer are so worthy of applause.  Combined with Talia’s dedicated 
leadership as a gemara teacher, eruv checker and editor of the Kesher, the Furleiters are a model couple and 
have earned nearly universal respect in our shul community.  We are delighted to pay tribute to such an 
exemplary couple and we look forward to continuing to work together to make our shul an even more 
special place. 
 

Rachel and David Fryman are similarly quietly dedicated leaders of our community.  A Washington Heights 
couple through and through, Rachel and David form strong relationships with countless community 
members and help us earn our reputation as a warm and caring community.  Behind the scenes, David has 
done so much important work on our shul’s constitution, Nominating Committee and so much more.  It is 
such a great privilege to pay them tribute. 
 

Reina Potaznik truly deserves to be awarded the Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award.  Like Mr. 
Harwitt, Reina is a person of talent and vision.  “Ladies Got Talent” was her brainchild, and it does so much 
to help women in our community and far beyond express themselves artistically and demonstrate their 
talents. We are fortunate that Reina has dedicated her talents to our shul. 
 

Finally, it is a distinct privilege to congratulate Mark and Sura Rozenberg.  They are fitting recipients of the 
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award.  Rabbi Hilewitz was selflessly dedicated to matters of kedusha in 
our shul.  Similarly, the Rozenbergs are people we know we can call upon to lead Tot Shabbat, prepare 
Meals for Moms, offer their expertise on the Board, contribute their wisdom and encouragement, and help 
our community become an even better place.  On a personal level, so many of the Schwartz children have 
benefitted from Morah Sura and Mrs. Rozenberg’s warmth, concern and insight.  We are genuinely 
delighted to honor them. 
 

I am proud to be part of a shul that does so much good and honors people who quietly make these 
significant contributions.  Writing immediately after Shavuot, I am reminded that the spirit of quiet 
leadership is manifest at matan torah.  Immediately after matan torah we are told: 

 Not to construct gods from gold and silver. We are told not show –  -לא תעשון אתי אלהי כסף ואלהי זהב 
off. Instead, we are to favor quiet, selfless leadership.  Moreover, Chazal tell us that the second luchot 
endured because they were given without the pomp and ceremony with which the first were given.  The 
second luchot were given with tzniyut- a hard term to define, but one that our community leaders have 
always exemplified. 
 

I thank the Board of Trustees and Isaac Dayan for doing so much for our shul this past year.  This has been a 
momentous year, and we emerge from 2014 with a redone lower level, and the awareness that we 
increased shiurim and programming during the time that only half of our building was available.  This speaks 
volumes about us as a community.  I am certain that the next Board will only build upon these 
accomplishments.  I applaud Yehudis Isenberg and the dinner committee for a job so well done, and I pay 
tribute to such deserving honorees.   

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 
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Message from the President 
 

This has been quite a year for our shul. Using only half of our building for most 
of the year while we renovated the lower level, we increased the number of 
daily minyanim, expanded our educational offerings to include daf yomi as well as 
three more weekly shiurim than we had last year, introduced a monthly 
community Shabbat dinner and shiur, ran dozens of social events and chessed 
programs, and developed new programs for singles, young couples, families, and 
seniors. Our membership continues to grow, and our shul is vibrant and 
thriving. We are the center of a cohesive and inclusive community and an 
incubator for the future leaders of the Jewish people.   
 
Our honorees have been instrumental in driving our community's continued 
revival. Matt and Talia work diligently to track and strengthen our finances, 
move administrative projects forward, run our minyanim, compile and edit our 
weekly bulletin, and teach Torah to community members. David and Rachel 
increased programming for marriage-minded singles, young couples and 
families, as well as laid the groundwork for improved legal and constitutional 
governance. Reina helped strengthen and enhance our community through 
innovative and engaging social and chessed-oriented programming. Mark and Sura 
ensure that every new mother is taken care of, that every tot can celebrate 
Shabbat, that every legal contract is in order, and, beginning soon, will take 
responsibility for the totality of our operations.  If not for their collective 
dedication, we would not be where we are today. 
 
A dozen years ago, very few people could have imagined what MSJC would look 
like in 2014. We are indebted to Mr. Herbert Harwitt and Mr. Walter Spier, as 
well as the members of the Sisterhood and Chevra Kadisha, for their decades of 
leadership and for providing us with the gift of an inviting shul, rooted in rich 
traditions, and the opportunity to call it our own.  
 
No words can express my deep gratitude to kol ha'oskim b'tzarchei tzibbur 
be'emuna, including Rabbi Schwartz, Rabbi Schnaidman, Rabbi Weiss, Yoetzet 
Halacha Dena Block, Oren Hiller, Dena Kapetansky, Nike, my fellow officers, 
members of the Board of Trustees, committee chairs, our dozens of dedicated 
volunteers, and our plethora of generous donors.  The breadth and depth of 
talent in our community is astonishing. Thank you for all that you do to make 
MSJC such a dynamic and incredible shul.  
 
Best, 
Isaac 
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Save the date for  
Mt. Sinai Jewish Center’s 

 

CHANUKAT HABAYIT 
 

CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION OF OUR 
LOWER LEVEL RENOVATION 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 14, 2014 * ד‘‘ט אלול תשע‘‘י  
 
 
 

Dedication Opportunities are available 
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Build Our Future Campaign  
 

We thank those who have already contributed to the Build Our Future 
Campaign in advance of the Chanukat HaBayit celebration this fall. 

 

Anonymous 
Sam and Sandra Benson 

Lottie Dessau 
Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
Otto and Regina Pretsfelder 

Gershon Stadtmauer 
 

__________________________ 
 
 

Past Capital Campaign Donors  (2012-2013) 
 

We recognize the generosity of those who made special capital campaign 
contributions, in addition to their annual dinner contributions, in advance of 

our lower level renovation. 
 

Chevra Kadisha 
Sisterhood 

 

Craig and Alison Cohen 
Gerald Cohen 

David and Naomi Fischman 
Zvi Friedman 

Yitzi and Aliza Greenbaum 
Isaac Nagar 

Ben Pick 
Edward Pincover 

Ezra and Elisheva Pinsky 
Matthew Saunders 

Shmuel and Leah Segal 
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Message from the Guests of Honor 
 

Dear Family and Friends, 
 

We are deeply humbled and thankful to be chosen as your Guests of Honor at the 2014 / 
5774 annual dinner.  We are grateful to our parents, siblings, and families for teaching us 
to always rise to our responsibilities. They are the reason that we are here today. 
 

Five years ago, when we got married, and decided to live in Washington Heights, we 
thought that we were going to stay for a year or two and then move on to “bigger and 
better” places.  The fact that we are still here today, despite space constraints and rising 
rents, is a testament to how much the Washington Heights community, with Mount Sinai 
at its center, has given us over the past five years, and how central it has become to our 
lives.  We cannot imagine a better place to have started our lives together and grow our 
family.  We have built relationships with close friends and formed lifelong bonds. 
 

For the past month, the subject of Rabbi Schwartz’s halacha shiur has been the mitzvah of 
Lo Tuchal Lehitalem.   The Torah (in Devarim 22:1-3) tells us that if we notice 
possessions that someone else has lost, we should return those possessions and we should 
not turn a blind eye to our friends’ needs.   G-d calls upon us to seek out the needs that 
are all around us.   We have dozens of critical personal tasks vying for our attention, and 
it might be easier to turn aside from the losses and anguish of others over material or 
emotional crises. Taking responsibility is challenging, scary, and a lot of work.  That is the 
central theme of Mount Sinai - taking responsibility even when it seems daunting.   
 

We have been inspired by countless individuals in our shul who, whenever there has been 
a need in the community, immediately just take responsibility and DO SOMETHING - 
whether by helping to set up a shiva house right before Pesach, putting away the siddurim 
and chumashim in the main shul, coordinating spectacular social events and luncheons and 
kiddushim on short notice, or simply greeting an unfamiliar face at shul (even if it may 
turn out that this unfamiliar face has been living here longer than you have!).  We are 
moved by the incredible chessed this community does in supporting new parents, in 
supporting families holding vigil at local hospitals, and in supporting the local JCC.  
Endless opportunities for Torah learning, and a strong dedication to a focused and 
meaningful Tefillah define our shul. Our events throughout the year bring smiles to 
hundreds of faces time and again. 
 

There are many among you who deserve recognition for all your work behind the scenes 
to make our community a special place. There is surely more work to be done (and those 
of you who are not yet involved, please get involved!).  Each of you inspire us and we 
hope to learn from your example and pass that on to our children as well.    
 

You have welcomed us. You have supported our family’s growth. You have built our shul 
into a home and a mikdash me’at.  We thank you and wish you only mazal, merit, zechut, 
and joyous simcha.  May we share in many more milestones. 

 
~Talia, Matthew, Yehuda, and Ezra Furleiter  
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Message from the Pillars of our Community 

 

Dear Family and Friends, 

Thank you for supporting Mount Sinai. We are grateful to be honored as Pillars 
of the Community that has been our home for a combined 15 years.  

We moved here in our early 20’s, a time, according to the psychologist Erik 
Erikson, characterized by the challenge of navigating intimacy vs. isolation, a 
time often filled with feelings of loneliness and feeling out of place. We were 
fortunate to have chosen Mount Sinai as our home. You welcomed us with open 
arms. It was here that we met each other at a Shabbat dinner with mutual 
friends, and developed countless life-long relationships. Regardless of whatever 
else was going on in our lives, we always knew that we would find a friendly face 
at Mount Sinai. As Chazal teach us: טוב לצדיק, טוב לשכנו -  If it is well with the 
righteous, it is well with his neighbor. Thank you for being truly wonderful 
neighbors. 

Looking back over the past several years, it is hard to believe how much our 
community has grown. It seems like every year there are more shiurim, 
minyanim, guest speakers, social events, and chessed projects. It is important to 
appreciate that these things do not happen on their own. Every minyan needs a 
gabbai, every shiur needs a coordinator, every social event and chessed project 
needs planning and fund-raising. This is not only a great community to live in, 
but it's a great community to build. We are proud to have played a part in 
building Mount Sinai. Even after we move away, we hope to read and hear about 
all the ways this community continues to grow and change for the better.  

Thank you to everyone who works hard to make Mount Sinai the special 
community that it is. Thank you especially to Rabbi Schwartz, Rabbi 
Schnaidman, Nike, Oren, Dena, the officers and trustees, the gabba'im, and the 
committee chairs for always going the extra mile. 

We are proud to call this community our home. 

 
Rachel and David Fryman 
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Message from the  
Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award Recipient 

 
Dear Friends and Family,  
 

I would like to thank Mt. Sinai Jewish Center for honoring me with the Herbert 
Harwitt Community Builder Award. Upon moving to Washington Heights in 2009, 
I joined MSJC and have been a proud member for the past five years. My good 
friends, Aviva and Jeremy Stern, who were already living in the Heights, personified 
to me what it meant to be active community members and builders.  
 

Over the past 15 years, I have been labeled a “doer.” Beginning in high school, and 
then in college, I ran clubs and events. It seemed only natural that I would find 
myself contributing to this community. Early on, I was recruited to help with shul 
events, and before long I was running numerous programs, most significantly, our 
annual Ladies Got Talent, a female initiative that gives women artists the 
opportunity to perform in front of an all-female audience while raising awareness 
for a specific organization. 
 

My family is full of community leaders and volunteers. My maternal grandfather, 
Jules Sax (z”l), was very active in the Zionist movement in his native Holland, and 
continued with those efforts in NY after arriving here in 1940. He also served at 
different times as treasurer of the Ramaz School Parents Council and as president of 
the Park East Synagogue. My mother has been a long-time board member of the 
America-Israel Cultural Foundation and is co-chair of Kehilath Jeshurun's annual 
Israel Bond drive. It is in their footsteps that I follow. 
 

 ".גם כי מזקין לא יסור ממנו, ו "חנך לנער על פי דרכו: :משלי כ״ב
Proverbs 22:6: “Start a child off on the way he should go,  

and even when he is old, he will not turn from it.” 
 

Martha Graham, one of the founders of Modern Dance in America, once said, 
“Great dancers are not great because of their technique, they are great because of 
their passion.” As I am a dancer, this message resonates with me not only 
professionally, but also as a maxim for life in general. This community thrives 
because of its passionate and dedicated members who devote their time and money 
envisioning, creating, and implementing scores of programs and initiatives.  
 

While Washington Heights has been my home, Mount Sinai has been instrumental 
in providing a community for myself, my roommates, and my friends. It has been 
five wonderful years.  
 
 

Thank you, 
Reina Potaznik 
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Message from the  
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award Recipients 

 
Dear Family & Friends, 
 
Together we have spent a total of 25 years in the Heights. After a combined quarter 
of a century, it is a place we truly call our home. We met at Mount Sinai, made two 
brisin here and shared in the smachot of so many friends. It felt only natural to get 
involved and give back to a community that has given us so much. 
 
We would like to thank you for honoring us tonight. We are especially humbled by 
the particular award we are receiving, the Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz, z”l, Memorial Award. 
Rabbi Hilewitz was a man who contributed so much to the Mount Sinai community, 
and all of us have him to thank for helping build what we have here today. We are 
glad we had the privilege to spend Shabbos meals at his home, hear him blow the 
shofar on Rosh Hashana, and daven along with him at Hashkama. 
 
There are so many events and programs in which we take part at Mount Sinai that 
help define who we are as individuals and who we are as a family. Mark’s Shabbos 
would not be complete without the Hashkama minyan (and, of course, the weekly 
kiddush), Rabbi Schwartz’s and Rabbi Weiss’s shiurim and seudah shlishit. Our kids 
look forward to Minyan Katan with Morah Gila every week, as well as the many 
Family Life programs that we attend together. 
 
There are so many people we would like to thank for everything they do for us. 
First, thank you to tonight’s other honorees, Matt and Talia Furleiter, David and 
Rachel Fryman, and Reina Potaznik, for all of your hard work in sustaining our 
community. Thank you to Rabbi Schnaidman for your drashot and leadership. Thank 
you to Rabbi Schwartz for your endless guidance (and for not hanging up on us 
when we call you 20 times an hour to ask Pesach shailahs). Thank you to the 
members of the Journal and Dinner committees, and to Oren Hiller, Dena 
Kapetansky, and Nike Projj for everything you did for the dinner, and all the work 
you do for our shul. Thank you to everyone who has ever volunteered to make a 
meal for a family who just had a baby. Thank you to our parents who taught us what 
it means to be passionate about something and the importance of community 
involvement. Our kids, Gershon and Tzvi, would like to thank Rabbi Schwartz for 
his yummy marshmallows, and Walter Spier and David Friedman for all the 
lollypops. You help make shul a positive and sweet experience for our kids and for 
that we are very grateful. 
 
To the next quarter century! 
Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
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In Honor of Rabbi Ezra Schwartz, Senior Rabbi 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Yocheved and David Bech-

hofer 

Shulamith Berger 

Laura Berkowitz 

Freda Birnbaum 

Fay and Albert Blank 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Sarah and Adam Felsenthal  

Ruth and Yoni Friedman 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 

Myriam and Hank Greenberg 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Chaim Hersh 

Chani and Ayelet Hilewitz 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Dov  Kalton 

 

 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Hilda Kromnick 

Edie Lang 

Vera Wexler and Michael Langer 

Jake Lewan 

Nelly Meirowitz 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Shuli, Ari, Davidi and Sophia Rieser 

Elan and Judy Rieser 

Shira Rosenbaum and Aaron Roller 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Luba and Zev Safran 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of Rabbi Dr. Mordecai Schnaidman,  
Rabbi Emeritus 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Fay and Albert Blank 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Helene and Herbert Goldberg 

Myriam and Hank Greenberg 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Herbert Harwitt 

Chaim Hersh 

Chani and Ayelet Hilewitz 

Yehudis Isenberg 

 

 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Dov Kalton 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Edie Lang 

Nelly Meirowitz 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Shuli, Ari, Davidi & Sophia Rieser 

Judy and Elan Rieser 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Mary Stiefel 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of the Gabbaim 

 
  

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Yaakov Kanner 

 

Pamela Kaplan 

Edie Lang 

Jake Lewan 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Raphael Rosen 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Emily Winograd 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of the Officers 

 

 
 
 
 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Magda and Abe Furleiter 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Chani and Ayelet Hilewitz 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Edie Lang 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Ben Shefter 

Raphael and Nili Shorser 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Adina and Aaron Steinberg 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of Oren Hiller, Executive Director  
and Dena Kapetansky, Office Administrator 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Ruth and Yoni Friedman 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Chani and Ayelet Hilewitz 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Hilda Kromnick 

Edie Lang 

Carolyn and Yossi Mandelbaum 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Judy and Elan Rieser 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Adina and Aaron Steinberg 

Mary Stiefel 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of Nike Prroj, Head of Maintenance  

 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Laura Berkowitz 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Ruth and Yoni Friedman 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Shuli Taubes and Ari Gordon 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Chani and Ayelet Hilewitz 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Hilda Kromnick 
 

Edie Lang 

Vera Wexler and Michael Langer 

Jake Lewan 

Nelly Meirowitz 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Yosef Rabinowitz 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Shuli, Ari, Davidi and Sophia Rieser 

Judy and Elan Rieser 

Raphael Rosen 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Orly Siedman 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Adina and Aaron Steinberg 

Mary Stiefel 

Jenny and Adam Teitcher 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of  Yoetzet Halacha Dena Block 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Yehudis Isenberg 

Jane Becker and David Kach 
 

Yaakov Kanner 

Pamela Kaplan 

Edie Lang 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Judy and Elan Rieser 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Raphael and Nili Shorser 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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In Honor of Rabbinic Intern Rabbi David Weiss 

 

Harold Adler 

Deborah Anstandig 

Sally and Sol Apfelbaum 

Miriam Gedweiser and Oren 

Bassik 

Shulamith Berger 

Freda Birnbaum 

Debbie Ciner 

Talia and Isaac Dayan 

Lottie Dessau 

Betty Ehrenberg 

Marc Fein 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 

Vera and Milton Hamburger 

Julian Hamburger 

Carla Hanauer 

Chaim Hersh 

Jane Becker and David Kach 

Dov Kalton 

Yaakov Kanner 
 

Pamela Kaplan 

Edie Lang 

Vera Wexler and Michael Langer 

Menachem Menchel 

Elianna and Chaim Mitnick 

Aliza and Avi Rabinovich 

Rena and Yoni Ray 

Judy and Elan Rieser 

Ruth and Sam Rosenthal 

Rabbi Mordecai Schnaidman 

Leah and Shmuel Segal 

Sara Shatz 

Chana and Yonatan Shefa 

Raphael and Nili Shorser 

Karla and Walter Spier 

Yonati Wagner 

Rebecca Weiser 

Deena Wertman 

Oran Zweiter 
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Children’s Dedication Page 

 

Bonnie Dayan  

Yehuda and Ezra Furleiter  

Eitan, Amichai and Avital Goldfarb  

Sippy Laster  

Matt Mandelbaum  

Tali and Ora Ray 

Gershon and Tzvi Rozenberg 
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 שמאי אומר: עשה תורתך קבע, 
 אמר מעט ועשה הרבה,

 והוי מקבל את כל האדם בסבר פנים יפות.
 פרקי אבות א:טו         

 
 

With our hearts full of pride, 
we wish 

 
 מזל טוב

 
To our daughter and sister 

 
Reina Margalit Potaznik 

 
On receiving Mt. Sinai’s Herbert Harwitt 

Community Builder Award 
 
 
 

Helen and Daniel 
and Yehuda Arye Potaznik 

BUILDER PAGE 
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In recognition of all the  
deserving honorees.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anonymous 
 
 

PATRON PAGE 
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To the all of the honorees, 
 
 
 

Thank you for your years of hard work and 
constant dedication to our vibrant and growing 
community. Most of your work is behind the 

scenes, but we notice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talia, Isaac and Bonnie Dayan  
 
 

DIAMOND PAGE 
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 אודך בקהל רב בעם עצום אהללך 

 יח(:)תהילים לה

I will give You thanks in a great congregation; 
I will praise You among a numerous people. 

 
It is an honor and a privilege to be recognized 

along with such hard-working and  
dedicated individuals. 

 
Mazal tov to  

Talia, Matt, Sura, Mark, and Reina 
 

Thank you to everyone who devotes their time 
and energy to the Mt. Sinai community. 

 
Rabbi Schwartz 

Rabbi Schnaidman 
The Officers and Gabba'im 

Dena, Nike, and Oren 
 
 

Rachel and David Fryman 

DIAMOND PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to 
 

Talia and Matt, 
Rachel and David, 

Sura and Mark, 
and Reina 

 
on this well-deserved honor. 

 
 

Thank you to the Rabbi and Officers for 
everything you do on behalf of the shul. 

 

 
 
 
 

Leah and Shmuel Segal  

PLATINUM PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all of the honorees. Thank you for 
the countless hours you have put in to  

building our community. 
 
 

 כל מי שעוסקים בצרכי ציבור באמונה
 הקב"ה ישלם שכרם 

 
 

“All who faithfully commit themselves to the needs of 
the community will be rewarded by  

HaKadosh Baruch Hu” 
 

Because the debt is too great for  
anyone else to pay.  

 
 

With friendship and admiration,  
Zev and Chava Lerner  

PLATINUM PAGE 
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Mazal tov to the honorees for their well 
deserved recognition.  

 
 

Thank you to the honorees, trustees, Rabbi, 
officers and staff for helping make our 

community great. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ari Levine 
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Mazal tov to all the honorees!  
 
 

Thank you for all your hard work and dedication 
to make this community as wonderful as it is.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jenny and Adam Teitcher  

PLATINUM PAGE 
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 כל מי שעוסקים בצרכי צבור באמונה 

 הקב״ה ישלם שכרם
 

Mazal Tov to 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
Rachel and David Fryman 

 
On their well deserved honors for all their hard 

work and dedication to the  
Mt. Sinai Community 

 
and 

 
Many thanks to Mt. Sinai’s devoted staff and 
members for making this a place where great 

friendships are formed 
 
 

 
Reina Margalit Potaznik 

GOLD PAGE 
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Yasher Koach and Mazal Tov to  

 
 Matt and Talia, 

For your endless dedication and shul leadership, which have kept the 
masses informed and the lights on, and produced such an incredible 

space of Torah and Tefillah for the community 
 

Rachel and Dave, 
For your friendship of over a decade, dedication to the strength of the 
community, concern for those in need, and commitment to ensuring 

strong lay leadership at Mt. Sinai 
 

Reina, 
For being a lifetime friend and the friend of a lifetime, whose 
initiative and pizzazz has empowered women’s leadership and 

strengthened the Heights community, and whose energy and talent is 
an inspiration to so many 

 
Mark and Sura, 

For raising the bar of committee leadership and youth programming, 
inspiring our children with a love of shul and Torah, and standing  
ba-makom she-ein ish to bear the mantel of leadership at Mt. Sinai. 

 
 

We express tremendous gratitude to 
Yossi Mandelbaum 

Whose selflessness, humility and commitment have enabled the 
growth of the shul and made an indelible impact on the community, 
and whose friendship and Humor have been so dear to us and served 

as a wellspring of strength and inspiration. 
 
 

Jeremy, Aviva, Ateret, Menachem and Revital Stern 
  

GOLD PAGE 
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In honor of the honorees 
Keep up the good work 

_____________________ 
 
 

May the memories of the past 
 

Jennie and Abraham Spier 
Selma and Max Spier 

 
Be an Inspiration for the Future 

 
Arnie and Randi 

Jeremy, Shira, Jonah and Ava  
Brett 

 
Joel and Debbie 

JZ and Tamar 
Jessica and Aryeh 

Talia 
 

Walter and Karla Spier  

GOLD PAGE 



34  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In appreciation of 
 

The Members of 2013 & 2014 (5773-5774) 
 

You are the foundation of our shul. 
You are its lifeblood, 

its will, its vision. 
 

We dedicate this page to you. 
 

Thank  You! 
 
 
 
 

Talia, Matthew, Yehuda and Ezra Furleiter 

GOLD PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kessia and Akiva Stechler 
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In Gratitude and Appreciation — 
to the Honorees, 

to Mt. Sinai’s entire staff and board, 
and to the entire Mt. Sinai community – 

for making Washington Heights 
the BEST place to live 

religiously, spiritually, intellectually, socially, 
both single and married, 

for the past 5 years 
 

– Ari Berger 
 
 

…and thanks to Ari Berger for making 
Washington Heights the best 

place to live for the past 20 months 
 

– Miriam Krupka Berger 
(possibly written by Ari)  

GOLD PAGE 
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With Deep Appreciation to 

 

Yossi Mandelbaum 
 

His efforts have helped 
Put a roof over our heads 

Steady ground beneath our feet 
And generally 

Made this shul what it is today 
 

Thank  You  Yossi! 
 
 

Love, 
Shuli Berger 

Arona and Moshe Berow 
Freda Birnbaum 

Jill Fachilla 
Jeffrey Greenberg 
Mrs. H and Dr. A 

Yoni and Rena Ray 
Elan and Judy Rieser and Family 

Ben and Shuli Sandler 
Shosh and Nuchem Schwartz 

Josh and Aviva Swedarsky  
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‘Cause we have to get home by curfew…. 
 

Past & present residents of “The Bennett” 
wish a hearty Mazel Tov to all the honorees! 

 
 
 

Nava Billet 
Elyssa and Dan Bloom 

Ariela and Yehuda Brum and Family 
Orly Lieberman and Edward Farbenblum 

and Family 
Rachel and David Fryman 

Aliza and Yitzi Greenbaum and Family 
Leyat Mafouda 
Sarah Medved 

Ben Pick 
Miriam and Adam Steiner 

Jessie and Daniel Tabak and Family 
Sharon Volotzky 
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Congratulations to all of our honorees!  
 

Thanks to all who help make the  
community what it is! 

GOLD PAGE 
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To our dear children  
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
 
 

Congratulations on being chosen as this year’s 
Guests of Honor!  

 
We are so proud of you and are thrilled to share 

this special evening with you.  
Mazel Tov!  

 
 

Love,  
Peggy and Art Cottrell  

(aka Mom and Dad)  
 

P.S. Thanks for the grandchildren!  
Yehuda and Ezra are awesome! 
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In Honor and with Admiration of 
Our Dear Children 

 
Rachel and David Fryman 

 
Your family, friends, and community appreciate 
your intense devotion to religion, shul life, and 

an ongoing spiritual commitment towards 
Jewish continuity. 

 
You have given us much nachas;  

true “gutta neshomahs” 
 

May you always be blessed with good health, 
happiness, and nachas. 
All Our Love Always 

Mazal Tov 
 

Mom and Dad  
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Congratulations Reina Potaznik 

We are so proud of you! 
 

Joey and Miriam Frucht 
Shoshanah Swartz 

Lawrence Clingman 
Adira Katlowitz 

Nava Billet 
Ariella Zoltan 

Miri Lipsky and Josh Schainker 
Matthew Schwartz 

Yael and Hart Levine 
Isaac and  Talia Dayan 

Eric Weiss 
Uri Westrich 
Esti Carmen 

Yaakov Hauptman 
Neesa Berezin-Bahr 

Yirmi Gorfinkel 
Liz (Sinnreich) and Jono Panitch 

Adina Bitton and Michael Emerson 
Talya Kagedan 

Tiffy Unterman 
Gitzy Lazaros 
Ayelet Notis 

Elliot Kaminetzky and Rachel Sharret 
Avi and Lauren Kelin 

Danny Krasna 
Avi and Aviva Cohen 

Ariella Frankston-Morris 
Ilana Whitman 

GOLD PAGE 
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In loving memory of 

Dr. Jacob (Yaakov) Birnbaum (1926-2014) 
Founder of the Soviet Jewry movement 

Valiant activist 
Loving family man 

Devoted friend 
____________________ 

 
With deep gratitude to the Mt. Sinai community 

for all the good things you have done and  
continue to do 

____________________ 
 

In appreciation of our honorees 
Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
David and Rachel Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Mark and Sura Rozenberg 

and your steadfast dedication and hard work  
for the community 

 
May we continue to do mitzvos together! 

____________________ 
 

Freda Bluestone Birnbaum 
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In honor of 
 
 

Talia and Matt Furleiter 
Rachel and David Fryman 

and 
Reina Potaznik 

 
 

Thank you for your commitment and tireless 
efforts on behalf of the entire community. 
We are truly privileged to share tonight's  

honors with you. 
 
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
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Mazel Tov to 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Rachel and David Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
and to 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
 

On the occasion of the  
Mt. Sinai Annual Dinner 2014 

and in recognition of you outstanding service  
to our community. 

 
May you continue to go from  

strength to strength. 
 

Betty Ehrenberg 
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Talia and Matt 
Rachel and David 

Reina 
Sura and Mark 

 
You’ve all done so much for the shul -  

some of which includes: 
Organizing fun events, 

Ensuring that the shul is fiscally sound and not 
breaking any laws, 

Making minyanim happen, 
Keeping us well-informed in shul. 

 
Thanks for everything you’ve done and  
may you go from strength to strength 

 
 

Tonya Rosenblatt and Ben Pick 
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Mazal Tov to all the Honorees!  
 
 

Thank you so much for all your hard work  
on behalf of our shul.  

 
 

May you go from strength to strength, and may 
you continue to inspire us all.  

 
 
 
 

Daniel Falik and Leah Pariser 
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Congratulations to my friends and  

Mt. Sinai cohorts,  
Matt and Talia,  

David and Rachel,  
Reina,  

and Mark and Sura  
on your awards.  

 

Your efforts and commitment to the success of 
our shul are beyond more than anyone  

could ever ask.  
 

And a special thank you to long-standing 
outgoing board member and officer,  

Yossi Mandelbaum,  
whose efforts behind the scenes have kept our 

shul in order (physically and otherwise) for close 
to a decade(+?). I am privileged to have had the 
opportunity to work with you. You all help to 

keep our Mt. Sinai community the warm, 
welcoming and active place I know and love.  

You rock.  
 

Yehudis Isenberg 
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Congratulations to all of the Honorees. 
 

David and Rachel - we will miss you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raphael Fodde and Sara Reguer  
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees!  
 
 

Specifically, Mazal Tov to  
Sura and Mark Rozenberg  

on this well-deserved recognition.  
 
 

From the times I've visited, I easily recognized 
that your community has a focus on learning, 

growing closer to H-Shem, and unity.  
This triptych is the foundation of the world and 

leads to the obvious makings of a growing, 
vibrant community. I am very proud that my big 
brother and "sis" are an important part of that. 

 
 

Eddie Rosenberg 

SILVER PAGE 
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To our current building-mates  
Talia and Matthew,  

 
To our former building-mates  

Rachel and David,  
 

And to friends even though we've never  
shared a building,  

Morah Sura and President-elect Mark,  
 

Mount Sinai is truly privileged to have your 
combined passion and dedication for the entire 
community. Your tireless efforts ensure that so 

many people feel truly at home in  
Washington Heights.  

 
 

With much appreciation and gratitude,  
Yehuda, Ariela, Avital and Noam Brum 
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In Tribute to 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
 

For your loyalty and devotion to 
Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 

 
Best wishes for continued good health 

and nachas from your family. 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

SILVER PAGE 
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In Honor of 
 

Rachel and David Fryman 
 

Pillars of the Community 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With Best Wishes, 
Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

SILVER PAGE 
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Though we're no longer living in Washington Heights, 
the Mt. Sinai community continues to loom large in 
our hearts. It is the setting for so many of our own 

happy occasions and memories. It continues to inspire 
us as an ever-evolving model of how a Modern 
Orthodox community should balance halachic 

commitment, inclusivity and continual growth. And, 
perhaps most importantly, Mt. Sinai is the place where 
so many dear friends live and work to build something 
larger than themselves for the honor of Hashem, the 

Jewish people and humanity.  
 

This year's honorees are people we are proud to call 
friends and they could not be more deserving. In a 
community that is always looking for new ideas and 
new volunteers, they exemplify the best of the Mt. 

Sinai community and serve as a role models for others 
to do more and give more and, in so doing, become the 

best versions of themselves.  
 

To David and Rachel in particular, we are grateful 
for your friendship over the years and look forward to 
celebrating many more smachot together in the future.  

 
Mazel Tov,  

Aaron Roller, Shira Rosenbaum,  
Avichai and Kayla Roller 
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BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to  
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter  
Rachel and David Fryman  

Reina Potaznik  
Sura and Mark Rozenberg  

 
 
 

We would like to thank the Mt. Sinai 
community for a wonderful 10 years.  

 
 
 
 
 

Yoni, Rena, Tali, and Ora Ray  
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 ּב"ה

 
 
 
 

Greetings and Best Wishes to 
 
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 
 
 

who daily makes a serious impact on the lives 
of fellow Jews in Washington Heights.  

Yasher Koach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nasan and Sylvia Friedman 
Bnei Akiva of North America 
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B”SD 

 
 

A Heartfelt Mazal Tov 
To our outstanding honorees 

 
 

Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
David and Rachel Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Mark and Sura Rozenberg 

 
 

May you go from strength to strength 
 
 
 
 
 

Fondly, 
Rabbi Dr. Mordecai Schnaidman  
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In honor of 
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Rachel and David Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Sara and Mark Rozenberg 

 
 

In recognition for all they do for the shul. 
 
 
 
 
 

Oshra and David Mogilensky 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In honor of  
 
 

Rabbi Schwartz,  
 
 

who tirelessly serves the Mount Sinai 
community with knowledge, wisdom, and 

sensitivity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Oshra and David Mogilensky  
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The Chevra Kadisha 
 
 

Honors the memory of the departed members 
of Mount Sinai Jewish Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sivan 5773 to Sivan 5774 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Congratulations to the honorees 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Rachel and David Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Sura and Mark Rozeberg 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chevra Kadisha 
Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 
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In Tribute  
to 
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
 

Recipient of the 
Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award 

 
Your service to the Mt. Sinai Community is 

greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser  

BRONZE PAGE 
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With Admiration and Respect 
to 
 

Reina Potaznik 
 

Recipient of the 
Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award 

 
Congratulations! 

 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 
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In Honor of 
 

Rabbi Ezra and Dr. Rivka Schwartz 
 

For the commitment and warmth you bring  
to our shul. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Grateful Appreciation 
 

To the dedicated staff 
of 

Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 
 

Oren Hiller 
Dena Kapetansky 

Nike Prroj 
 

Thank you for all you do! 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry Rieser 
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In Honor of 
 

Freda Birnbaum 
 

Your friendship and dedication to checking the 
eruv are greatly appreciated 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tehilla and Henry 
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In Memory of 
 

Yaakov Birnbaum Z”L 
 

Founder of SSSJ 
Who dedicated his life to free Soviet Jewry 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rieser Family 

BRONZE PAGE 
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In Honor of our 
 

Grandchildren 
 

Avital and Neima Herman 
Meishar, Atir, Gilad and Itiel Rieser 

Davidi and Sophia Rieser 
 
 
 
 
 

Sabush and Savta  
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June 15, 2014 

 
 

Dear Rachel and David, 
 

Thank you for so generously giving  
back to the community, 
an appropriate place to 

embrace the message from Mount Sinai. 
 

With Love, Humility, and Gratitude, 
From you know who 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A. Neuman Associates Inc. 
Investigative + Forensic Accounting 

& Valuation Services 
www.IFAccountant.com 

BRONZE PAGE 



72  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov 
  

Matt and Talia 
  

for this wonderful and well-deserved honor. 
 

__________________________ 
 
 

Mazal Tov to all the honorees. Thank you very 
much for your many years of service. 

 
 
 
 

Carolyn, Yossi, and Matt Mandelbaum  
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Warmest Congratulations 
to the Honorees 

 
 

 העוסקים בצרכי צבור באמונה
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Rachel and David Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Sura and Mark Rozenberg 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Yaacov Kanner 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to this year’s  
Guests of Honor 

 
 

Thank you for all the time, hard work and 
dedication you give to help make  

Mt. Sinai great. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steve and Yoni Rosenthal 
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Congratulations to all of the  
well-deserving honorees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asta Funding, INC. 
 
 

BRONZE PAGE 
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Mazal Tov to all the Honorees.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aliza and Yechiel Shaffer 
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“Never be afraid to volunteer. Remember, professionals built the Titanic. 
Volunteers built the ark.” 

 

 
 

Thank you Yossi Mandelbaum for volunteering your time to Mt Sinai. 
 

Thank you for heading the Fundraising and Journal Dinner Committees, 
and for your work on the Nominating Committee, Eruv Committee, 

Building Committee and role on the Board and as Treasurer. 
 

Thank you for making sure there is a roof over our heads, and helping raise 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to rebuild the shul's roof. 

 

Thank you for heading the Building Committee, and for helping to create a 
new, better space that will be enjoyed for decades by the  

entire community. 
 

Thank you for being instrumental in creating a board that represented  
all facets of our shul.   

 

Thank you for working so tirelessly to make sure the eruv is  
always operational. 

 

We know you have preferred to work in the background, and that you 
may not want the acknowledgement  or to be thanked publicly for your 

decade of hard work and dedication to Mt. Sinai. 
Our shul has been able to grow over the past decade to become one of the 

most vibrant shuls in Manhattan.  You have been a major part of this 
growth -- literally from top to bottom. 

 

Thank You 
 

Eric Heine 
Cassie Farbman 

Ilana Cowen 
Orly Seidman 

BRONZE PAGE 



 79 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hakarat hatov to  
Rabbi Schwartz, the Honorees and all who 

dedicate their time and energy to the  
Mt. Sinai community.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sara, Moshe and Oliver Berko 
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B"H 
 
 
 
 

In honor of-- 
 

Isaac Dayan 
Oren Hiller 

Mark Rozenberg, Esq. 
Rabbi Ezra Schwartz 

 
and the leadership team at MSJC. 

 
 

Kol hakavod. 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Morris and Laura Whitcup 
on behalf of the  

Washington Heights Congregation 
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Mazel Tov to 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter  
 

on being the Guests of Honor at the 
Mount Sinai Jewish Center Annual Dinner 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elayne and Barry Moss 
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In honor of  
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz  
 

and the amazing leadership of  
Mt. Sinai Jewish Center.  

 
We feel so fortunate to have met each other at 
Mt. Sinai and benefited from the warmth and 
generosity of the Mt. Sinai community. Our 

gratitude is truly never ending.  
 
 
 

Fondly,  
Dani, Zehava (Krinsky) and Nili Ungar  
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Mazal tov to the honorees and thank you for all 
the hard work you do for our community!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sipporah and Daniel Tracer  
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Thank you to my teacher  
 

Rabbi Ezra Schwartz  
 

and to Mt. Sinai for its excellent programming,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Danny and Sally Frankel  
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In Memory of 
 

Solomon and Bertha Manheimer 
and 

Howard and Jean Stone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lewis and Marion Manheimer 
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Dear David and Rachel, 

 
Mazal Tov! 

We’re so happy to be able to 
celebrate this milestone with you. 
Given your steadfast commitment 
to communal work, we’re sure this 

is the first of many such wonderful occasions. 
 
 

Pros of the house: you can leave whenever you 
want on Shabbat. 

 
Cons: you can’t go anywhere during the week. 

 
We’re looking forward to showing up 

unannounced. 
 

 עלו מחיל אל חיל
 

Much Love and Thanks, 
Orly and Edward 
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Honoring 
 
 

Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
David and Rachel Fryman 

Reina Potaznik 
Mark and Sura Rozenberg 

 
 
 
 

With best wishes, 
 

Mrs. Laura Berkowitz 
Mrs. Nelly Meirowitz 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Greenberg 
Mrs. Nechama Zilberstein 

FULL PAGE 



 91 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“The highest wisdom is kindness.” 
Di hekhste khokhme is gut’ hartsikayt 

-Yiddish Proverb 
 
 
 

Rachel and David Fryman  
epitomize both kindness and wisdom.  

 
We are delighted to honor them. 

 
 
 
 
 

Love, 
Sanford and Eva Gerber and Family 
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Mazal Tov To 
 
 

Reina Potaznik 
 
 

On a very well-deserved tribute, and to all of 
the honorees with great admiration. 

 
 
 
 
 

Brenda and Walter Molofsky 

FULL PAGE 



 93 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Robert Platzer 

Devoted Husband, Father and Grandfather 
 

The Platzer Family 
 

__________________ 
 
 

In Honor and Admiration of 
Herbert Harwitt 

For his tireless commitment to 
Mt. Sinai and the Community 

 
 

Edna Platzer 
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Mazal Tov and Best Wishes to 
All the Honorees 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Herbert Harwitt  
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In Memory of 
My Parents 

Gabriel S. Harwitt 
and 

Erna Harwitt 
 

______________________ 
 

In Memory of 
Rabbi Dr. Felix Singermann 

His Wife 
and 

Six Children 
who perished in Riga 

al Kiddush ha’Shem 
 
 

Herbert Harwitt 
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Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
making the Heights such a great place to live 
these past 5+ years. We'll miss all of the great 
friends we've made and fun times we've had.  

 
Come visit!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ezra, Elisheva, and Noa Pinsky  
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To all the honorees,  A tremendous Yasher Koach on all that you have 
done for the shul and this community.  

Mazel Tov on your well deserved honors!  
 

Talia and Matt, a thank you is not nearly sufficient for the amount 
of time and energy you have given to this shul - so humbly, so 

consistently, so selflessly. You have stepped into leadership roles, over 
and over again when it's most needed, quietly, enthusiastically, and 

competently. From the shul’s finances (which is a huge undertaking), 
to shiurim, to the weekly kesher, you continue to play a pivotal role 

in making this shul thrive.  
 

Rachel and David,  you have both done so much, so thoughtfully, 
so fully. In addition to serving on many committees in numerous 

capacities, you are always ready to leap into action, in any way that is 
needed. You have also somehow managed to get others involved as 

well, helping turn many community members into community 
leaders. With unceasing warmth, kindness, and generous hospitality, 
you have made this shul into a community that many can call home. 

West Hempstead is lucky to have you!  
 

Sura and Mark,  you have both gone above and beyond for this 
shul, in ways both big and small. You have been a constant presence, 

serving in various roles, and have demonstrated striking dedication to 
the community. Like Rabbi Hilewitz, you do so much, so quietly, 
with such humility. Good luck next year as you take on an even 

greater role of leadership!  
 

Reina, you have created amazing programs in this shul and in our 
community at large. You saw the potential for what this community 

could be and what programs it could offer, and you dedicated 
yourself to helping us get there. Thank you for being an incredible 

community organizer and creating ways for more people to get 
involved.  

 

With much gratitude and appreciation,  
Rachel Waldman  
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In Honor of My Children 
 

Mark and Sura Rozenberg 
 
 
 

And in Memory of Mark’s Father 
 

Gershon ben Leib, Z”L 
 
 
 

You are a constant source of nachas and joy. 
 

Love,  
Raisa Rozenberg 
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Mazal tov  
 

Matt and Talia,  
David and Rachel,  

Mark and Sura,  
and Reina  

 
on your greatly deserved honors! The time, 

energy, and creativity you put into our beloved 
shul and community is admirable and inspiring. 
Thank you, Rabbi Schwartz, for your continued 

religious guidance from across the country.  
 
 
 
 
 

Aliza and Yitzi Greenbaum 
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We salute tonight's truly deserving honorees  
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter  
Rachel and David Fryman  

Reina Potaznik  
Sura and Mark Rozenberg  

 
for your exemplary efforts towards building  

a better MSJC.  
 
 
 
 
 

Shuli, Ari, Davidi & Sophia Rieser 
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This ad is dedicated with immense recognition 

and gratitude to the memory of  
 

Mr. Yaakov Birnbaum, A”H,  
 

who passed away this year a few days before 
Pesach, z'man cheiruseinu. This time of year is 

very apropos to pay homage to a Jewish political 
activist such as Mr. Birnbaum. Mr. Birnbaum 
was responsible for the freedom of millions of 
Soviet Jews such as myself by establishing SSSJ 

and leading the masses onto the streets to 
demonstrate for our political and religious 

freedoms and rights. Mr. Birnbaum was not only 
a man from the past, but his ambitions, 

dedication, zeal and commitment serve as a 
lesson for us today to fight for and support the 

Jews of the State of Israel against  
vicious enemies. 

 
Rabbi Israel Balsim 
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 והצנע לכת עם אלוקים
 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Our Dear 
Husband, Abba and Saba 

 
 

 הרב יהודה בן הרב אלתר הלוי ז"ל
 
 
 
 

Chani Hilewitz 
Chaim and Mindy Hilewitz 

Miri, Eliyahu, Tzvi, Yehuda, and 
Menachem 

Yedidya Hilewitz and Mindy Levine 
Eli and Judah 

Ayelet Hilewitz 

FULL PAGE 



 103 

 

 
 
 

Mazel tov to 
 

Matt and Talia Furleiter 
Yehuda and Ezra 

 
David and Rachel Fryman 

 
Reina Potaznik 

 
Mark and Sura Rozenberg 

Gershon and Tzvi 
 

On your respective well-deserved awards. 
May we continue to be the beneficiaries of your 
commitment, enthusiasm and efforts on behalf 

of our shul and community. 
 
 

Chani Hilewitz 
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Yossi Mandelbaum,  
 
 
 

Mazel Tov on your retirement. I am very proud 
of you for all of your accomplishments to date.  

I look forward to many more in the  
years to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Safta and the Mandelbaum Family  
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In honor of our son  
 

Yossi Mandelbaum  
 

for all his work on behalf of your shul,  
and to his Aishes Chayil, Carolyn,  

for her support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With lots of love,  
Ma and Dad 
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The Hashkama Minyan 
 
 

Salutes 
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
 

Rachel and David Fryman 
 

Reina Potaznik 
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
 
 
 
 

For Their Dedication and Devotion 
To Mt. Sinai 

FULL PAGE 
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Mazal tov to  
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter  
Sura and Mark Rozenberg  

Reina Potaznik  
and Rachel and David Fryman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Danny Bellin & Ashira Loike  
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Mazal Tov to all the 
Honorees 

 תלכו מחיל אל חיל

 

All the best, 

Dov Kalton 
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To our Dear Friends and Neighbors,  
 

Mark and Sura Rozenberg 
 

You are truly deserving recipients of the Rabbi 
Yehuda Hilewitz Z"L Memorial Award. May 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu grant you many years of 
nachas and good health to continue your work 

for the community.  
 

Your 666 Family,  
The Maline, Hoffman, Kirschenbaum, 

Schrader, Gutmann, Herschman, 
Lomnitz, Gerstle, Reich, Adler, Sterman, 

Kol, Rogin, Szanzer, Federgrun and 
Lightstone Families 
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Yall are too legit to quit. So proud! Makes me 

think about moving back the 'chood ... okay, 

maybe not really. but still. proud of yall!!  

 

 

 

-RW  

 

PS - can you tell I kind of waited until the VERY 

last minute to submit my ad? whoops.  
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Advertisement For The Waldorf-Astoria Fine living . . . a la 
carte? Come to the Waldorf-Astoria! LISTEN HUNGRY 

ONES! Look! See what Vanity Fair says about the new 
Waldorf-Astoria: "All the luxuries of private home. . . ." 
Now, won't that be charming when the last flop-house has 

turned you down this winter? Furthermore: "It is far beyond 
anything hitherto attempted in the hotel world. . . ." It cost 
twenty-eight million dollars. The fa- mous Oscar Tschirky is 
in charge of banqueting. Alexandre Gastaud is chef. It will be 

a distinguished background for society. So when you've no 
place else to go, homeless and hungry ones, choose the 

Waldorf as a background for your rags-- (Or do you still 
consider the subway after midnight good enough?) 

ROOMERS Take a room at the new Waldorf, you down-and-
outers-- sleepers in charity's flop-houses where God pulls a 

long face, and you have to pray to get a bed. They serve swell 
board at the Waldorf-Astoria. Look at the menu, will you: 

GUMBO CREOLE CRABMEAT IN CASSOLETTE 
BOILED BRISKET OF BEEF SMALL ONIONS IN CREAM 

WATERCRESS SALAD PEACH MELBA Have luncheon 
there this afternoon, all you jobless. Why not? Dine with 

some of the men and women who got rich off of your labor, 
who clip coupons with clean white fingers because your 
hands dug coal, drilled stone, sewed gar- ments, poured 

steel to let other people draw dividends and live easy. (Or 
haven't you had enough yet of the soup-lines and the bit- ter 
bread of charity?) Walk through Peacock Alley tonight before 
dinner, and get warm, anyway. You've got nothing else to do. 

~ Langston Hughes  
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To our friends,  
 

Talia and Matt Furleiter  
and  

Sura and Mark Rozenberg  
 

on the occasion of your well-deserved honors, 
we wish you only continued success. Your 

dedication serves as a paradigm for others to 
replicate and inspires the next generation of 
leaders to take up the mantle of communal 

service. Our shul is blessed to have leaders of 
your commitment and diligence. With your 

help, Mount Sinai will continue to grow 
stronger in the years to come.  

 
Mazal Tov  

 
Arona and Moshe Berow 
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In Deep Appreciation to 
 

Talia and Mathew Furleiter 
for their Integrity and Devoted leadership 

 
Rachel and David Fryman 

For their Commitment and Caring 
 

Reina Potaznik 
For Her Energy and Artistic Talent 

 
Sura and Mark Rozenberg 

For their Dedication and Friendship 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Ezra and Dr. Rivka Schwartz 
and Family 
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In honor of 
 

Karla and Walter Spier 
 

Stay young with your young friends at Mt Sinai 
and continue to inspire all 

 
 
 

Love, 
 

Debbie and Joel Spier 
Tamar and JZ, Jessica and Aryeh, and Tali 

 
Randi and Arnie Spier 

Brett, Shira and Jeremy and Jonah  
and Ava 
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On behalf of 182 Bennett 

We would like to congratulate the honorees 
 

Mark and Sura Rozenberg 
David and Rachel Fryman 

Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
Reina Potaznik 

 
Mount Sinai stands strong because of your 

efforts and true dedication. 
You are a tremendous inspiration to our 

entire community. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Jeremy, Cheryl, Adiella and Kira Ginsburg 
Yehuda, Ariela, Avital and Noam Brum 

Yoni, Rena, Tali and Ora Ray 
Rabbi Chananel and Sarah Herbsman 

Atara Sheinson 
Riva Preil 

Rivki Rosenblatt 
David Redlich 
Rachael Spero 

Matt, Talia, Yehuda and Ezra Furleiter 

FULL PAGE 



116  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In appreciation of our family:  
Parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, 

cousins, etc. 
 

Thank you so much for everything you’ve done 
to support us.  You have all been incredible role 

models to us.  We would not be here today 
without your love, encouragement  

and guidance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talia, Matthew,  
Yehuda and Ezra Furleiter 
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In Memory of Our Beloved Grandparents 
 
 

Grandpa William Johnson z”l 
Grandpa Ben Sazzman z”l 
Nana Shirley Sazzman z”l 

Grandpa Jakob Furleiter z”l 
Grandma Chaya Furleiter z”l 

 
 

We miss you and 
wish you could be here with us today. 

You are our inspiration. 
May your memories be a blessing. 

 
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
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In Honor of All of the (other) Honorees 
 

Mark and Sura 
David and Rachel 

Reina 
 

Thank you for making our children love Mount 
Sinai, being a voice of reason and 

professionalism, and broadening our events. 
Congratulations! 

 
 

It has been an honor working with you and will 
continue to be so in the coming years. 

 
 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter  
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Key Food Supermarket 
Corner of Broadway and 187th Street 

Serving the Washington Heights Community 
With the Highest quality Kosher Goods 
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Mazal Tov to the  
Inspiring Honorees! 

 
  

The JCC-WHI wishes you bracha v’hatzlacha in 
all your future endeavors. We look forward to 

continuing our work together on behalf  
of the community.  

 
 
 

Jewish Community Council of  
Washington Heights-Inwood  

Free & confidential social services ~ job listing 
~ apartment referrals ~ meaningful volunteer 

opportunities to benefit our neighborhood. 
Debbie Hes –Executive Director 

www.jccwhi.org ~ info@jccwhi.com 
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Mazal Tov to this year’s honorees:  
 

Talia and Matt  
Rachel and David  

Reina (590 shout out!)  
Sura and Mark  

 
Thank you for everything you do that continues 

to make Mount Sinai a special and important 
place in the Jewish world.  

 
 
 
 
 

Josh, Rebecca, Eitan and Alex Gottlieb 
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Reins, Mazal tov!  

 

You certainly deserve this honor for your service 

and commitment to the shul and the broader 

Washington Heights community. I am 

continually inspired by you; your hard work, 

creativity, reliability, cheer, and so much more. 

You have taught me many important things, 

from how to clean the hair out of the drain to 

coping with hard changes.  

 

May you go from strength to strength, spreading 

love of dance and the arts wherever your path 

takes you. And keep reminding yourself that 

everything happens for a reason :)  

 

Much love and, yes, hugs,  

Meems  
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Yossi -  
 

Thanks for being the voice of reason, hilarity, 
brilliance, insight, realism, patience, persistence, 

resilience, optimism, pessimism, and genuine 
love. You're the best. For realz, yo. Holllaaa,  

 

-RW  
 
 
 

PS - also, thanks for laughing at my jokes during 
board meetings when no one else would. totally 

clutch. best shul politics wingman ever. =D 

 
 

Matthew and Talia 
 

It has been a privilege for us to know you all 
these years, to watch you grow and become an 

inspiration and an asset to your community. 
Congratulations on this well deserved honor. 

 
 
 

THE PETERS FAMILY 
Frima and Neil 
Viky and Kevin 
Brandi and Gil 

Jay  



 125 

 

 
 מי שברך אבותינו אברהם יצחק ויעקב

 הוא יברך את
 

 יצחק חיים בן אברהם אריה
 

 בעבור שעלה לגבאות
 ולכל צרכי הקהילה

 בשכר זה הקב''ה ישמריהו ויציליהו
 מכל צרה וצוקה ומכל נגע ומחלה

 וישלח ברכה והצלחה בכל מעשה ידיו
 עם כל ישראל אחיו

 ונאמר אמן
 

Mt. Sinai Gabbaim, Past and Present 

Mazal Tov to all the Honorees 
 

Talia and Matthew Furleiter 
Guests of Honor 

Rachel and David Fryman 
Pillars of our Community 

Reina Potaznik 
Herbert Harwitt Community Builder Award 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg 
Rabbi  Yehuda Hilewitz Memorial Award 

 
Mt. Sinai Jewish Center is a special place, 

We are so lucky to be a part of it. 
 

A special Mazal Tov to   
Yossi, Carolyn, and Matt Mandelbaum  

on the birth of a new baby boy.  
 

Oren Hiller, Executive Director 
Dena Kapetansky, Office Administrator 

Nike Prroj, Head of Maintenance 
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Mazel tov Rachel and David!  
 

We are so lucky to have spent many wonderful 
years in the Heights with you. Thank you for all 

of your incredibly hard work for the shul!  
 
 

Love,  
Ruth and Yoni 

 
 
 
 

 מזל טוב
 to all honorees on their well-deserved 

recognition.  
 
 

 
Lottie Dessau 
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Mazel Tov to Matthew and Talia on this 
wonderful honor. 

 
We hope you continue to serve the community 

for many years to come. 
 
 

Eli and Marissa Siegel 

Sell your Airline Miles and Credit Card Rewards for Cash! 
We buy your unused frequent flyer miles and credit 

card points including but not limited to: 
 

- American Express Membership 
Rewards 
- Chase Ultimate Rewards 
- Delta Skymiles 
- United MileagePlus 
- British Airways Avios 
- And more! 

 
We guarantee fast and easy payment and we have a sterling reputation. 

You will be happy you did business with us. 
For more information contact Eli Siegel at 

themileageguy@gmail.com or (917) 720 6368. 
The Mileage Guy - The Guy Who Gives YOU CASH for YOUR Miles. 
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Dear Rachel and David,  
 

From Burgers Bar to Bagel Basket... From the Tel 
Aviv beach to Central Park... From cabs to Ben 
Yehudah to cabs to the Upper West side... From 
Nachalat Binyamin to paint your own pottery... 

From Har Hatzofim to Ma'alot Washington, we are 
so lucky to have you  

in our lives. MAZAL TOV!  
 

Much love from your Hebrew U (Plus) Crew, 
 Gila, Reebs, Reena, Sam, Sari, Shana, 

Shayna, and Tsufit 

 
Thank you to  

 
Rachel and David  

 
and all of the other honorees for everything that 

you do for the community. 
 
 
 

Uri, Shifra and Anna Herzberg 
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With gratitude to Rabbi Schwartz and the shul's 
dedicated honorees, leadership,  

volunteers and staff.  
 
 
 
 

Zev and Luba Safran 

 
 
 

Rachel and David, 
  

so well deserved! We'll miss you.  
 
 
 
 

Sharon Volotzky  
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Congratulations to our dear children  
 

Matthew and Talia  
 

for your dedicated work in your shul and 
community. We love you.  

 
 

Karen and Ronald Harris 

 
 

Dear Rachel and David,  
 

We are so proud of our older siblings! 
 
 
 

Love,  
Craig and Scott Fryman  

Anna Neuman and Eric Plant  
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Congratulations to all of our honorees!  
 

Thank you for all that you do for the shul. 
 
 
 

Y&Y Catering  

 
 
 
 

We're so proud of Sura and Mark!  
 
 
 
 
 

Rita Kirshstein and Bliss Cartwright 
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Mazel  Tov to Talia and Matt, Rachel and 
David, Reina, and Sura and Mark 

 on this well deserved honor. It is the care, 
dedication and creativity of people like you who 

make Mt. Sinai the place it is.  
 

A special thank you to Yossi Mandelbaum for 
keeping Mt. Sinai running for so many years; and 
of course, for all the not quite PC jokes that he 

would never want published.  
 

With friendship and admiration,  
Rebecca Saidlower  

 
 

David and Rachel,  
 

Thanks for being such great friends, insightful 
individuals, and benevolent neighbors. Your 
psychotherapy (from both the licensed and 

unlicensed clinician at home) Palacsinta Felfujt, 
and general goodness has benefited this 

community immeasurably. We couldn't have 
asked for better friends or neighbors.  

 

Mazal Tov,  
Chavie and Shmuel  
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Rachel and David Fryman, 
 

Mazel tov for this well deserved honor, for all of 
your dedication, commitment and effort that 

your community has recognized. You are “Pillars 
of Our Family” as well, always loving, supportive 
and bringing joy and laughter to every occasion.  

 
With love, pride and admiration,  

Aunt Lisa, Uncle Howie and cousins 
Stephanie and Jack Merkrebs 

 
 

Mazal Tov to all of the honorees!  
 

Thank you for everything that you do to make 
our shul such a special place. Your dedication to 

this community is truly appreciated.  
 
 
 

Pamela Kaplan 
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Good Luck to the Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 
 
 
 
 

Judy Brodman 

 
 
 

Wishing Mazel Tov 
to the Furleiters 

and all of the honorees! 
 
 

Anthony Esposito 
and 

Garett Rosenblum 
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Mazal Tov to David and Rachel on this well-
deserved honor! Luckily for Rachel, the Rangers 

Game 6 is tomorrow night, or she would be 
accepting the award by herself :)  

 
 

Love,  
Shmuel, Esti, Aryeh and Eitan Honig 

 

Dear Sura and Mark,  
 

We are so proud of your accomplishments, 
dedication and much deserved honor! The Mount 
Sinai/Washington Heights community is so lucky 
to have you as their pillars and we are so lucky to 
have you as our friends! It is so befitting you are 

receiving the Rabbi Yehuda Hilewitz Z"L Memorial 
Award, as you both have contributed so much time 

and talent to the Shul.  
 

With Much Admiration,  
Margalit and Raacheli Cooper 
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Congratulations to  
Sura and Mark Rosenberg  

and all of tonight's honorees for a  
well-deserved honor.  

 
 
 

Elan and Judy Rieser  

 
Mazel tov to our dear friends Sura and Mark 

Rozenberg and also to Talia and Matt 
Furleiter and Rachel and David Fryman on 

their well-deserved honors.  
 

Thank you to Yossi Mandelbaum for his 
many years of dedicated service to  

Mount Sinai Jewish Center.  
 

Caryn and James Wolfe and Family 
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Mazal Tov to all the honorees and thanks to all 
those who keep the shul running day-to-day.  

 
 
 

Yoni and Katie Lazarus  

 

Rachel and David -  
Y’all have been a family away from home for so long. Thank 
you for everything you've done for me ... including, but not 

limited to: (1) listening to me bawl incessantly about 
whatever boy had broken my heart (2) hosting me for meals 
(3) feeding me leftovers from said meals (4) caring for me 

with genuine love (5) that one time you gave me a crock pot. 
I still use it! Thanks for everything, guys. No doubt I would 
have been able to rise to "wahi poster child" status without 

you =P Love you so much, -RW  
PS - sad you're leaving. whose couch will I occupy now?! 

(attn msjc, the position of "Weis-dawg's host in the Heights" 
is now up for grabs ... I come bearing gifts! mostly of the 

funny-UWS-dating-stories variety) ~Rebecca Weiser 
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 In honor of  
 

Sura and Mark Rozenberg  
 
 
 
 

Eliezer and Zahava Ciner 

 
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes  
 

David and Rachel  
 
 

With lots of love,  
Baruch and Itta, Avi, Alona and Mac,  

Ariela and JP, and Savta  
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Dear  
Rachel and David,  

 
We love you and are so proud of you. Mazel tov!  

 
Love,  

Safta Fryman,  
Grandma and Grandpa Honig,  

Grandma Neuman  

 

Dearest Reina,  
 

We love how you never cease to "seize the day!" William 
W. Purkey says: “You've gotta dance like there's nobody 
watching,” but you already know that. You do your own 

thing even when everyone is watching- beyond just 
dancing. You live your life with passion and enthusiasm, 

not trying to fit anyone's mold but your own. And you do 
it all with complete dedication for others. We are 

inspired by you and feel blessed to have such a 
thoughtful, supportive, & fun-spirited friend.  

Mazal tov on this honor! You deserve it!  
 

Love,  Talia, Aviva, Zahava, Michal, AdinaO, Baz,  
Pammy and Racheli  
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Mazal Tov to all of the honorees.  
Thank you for your continued dedication to the 

entire MSJC/WaHi community.  
 
 
 

Jonah Abramowitz and Sharonna Bloom  
(and Dara) 

 
 

Dear Matthew and Talia, 
 
 

It is our pleasure to honor you at this time. 
The work that you do for your community and Shul 

are beyond words. 
We share in the joy of this recognition and warm in 

the glow of your good deeds. 
May you continue to be the model for all parents and 

keep building on your strengths and fine work. 
 

We love you. 
Mom & Dad: 

Abe and Magda Furleiter 
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Rachel and David Fryman 
 

Loving, kind, sweet neshamot and our dearest 
friends. 

 
 

The Stern Family 

 
 
 

Mazel Tov to all the honorees of this year's shul 
dinner for Mount Sinai Jewish Center!  

 
Keep up the great work, dedication, and chesed 
you provide for the shul! The shul would not be 

the same without you!! 
 

Edie Lang  
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מי שברך אבותינו אברהם יצחק ויעקב הוא יברך... כל 
 מי שעוסקים בצרכי ציבור באמונה

)שחרית של שבת(   
 

"May He who blessed our Fathers, Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, bless...all those who faithfully occupy 

themselves with the needs of the 
community..."  (Shabbat Shacharit service) 

In honor of Talia and Matt Furleiter for all they 
do for the Mt. Sinai Jewish Center community. 

 
Best Wishes, 

Shari and Ted Baran  

 

In Honor of 
 

Yossi Mandelbaum 
 

His work for more than 10 years put a roof over your 
heads, helped you keep your cool, and let you carry your 

burdens (even on Shabbos). 
He shaped the experiences that make 

Mount Sinai the center of our community, while keeping 
a watchful eye from his window close by. 

In short, he is one reason that you are all here now. 
Thank You! (And thank you Carolyn and Matt for 

supporting his forays) 
 

Matthew and Talia Furleiter 
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In honor of  
Matthew Furleiter 

 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Ezra and Shifra 
Hanon 

 
 
 

Congratulations on this 
honor Reina!  

 
 

I’m proud to call you my 
friend. 

 
 
 

Amanda 
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Talia and Matthew:  
We are so impressed by 

how much you've 
invested in your 

community, and we're so 
happy that everyone is 

celebrating your 
commitment tonight! 

Mazal tov!  
 

Your friends forever,  
Ari and Faigy 

 
Mazal Tov  

Rachel and David!  
 
 

Good luck in your new 
home. The Heights will 
miss you. Come visit 

soon!  
 
 

Love,  
Debbie and Marc 

 
 
 

Mazal Tov to  
Talia and Matt  

on this well deserved 
honor.  

 
 
 

James and Stefanie 
Olson Gila, Sara, Yoni 

and Asher 

 
 

Thank you  
Sura and Mark  

and all the honorees for 
all of your efforts in 
making Mt. Sinai the 
incredible place it is.  

 
Mazal Tov!  

 
Ayala 



 145 

 

 
 

Mazal Tov,  
Rachel and David,  
for this well-deserved 
recognition of your 
efforts on behalf of 
Mount Sinai Jewish 

Center and כלל ישראל.  
 
 

Alex, Naomi and 
Elianne 

Mazel tov to our beloved 
Rachel and David 

Fryman  
on being recognized for 

their leadership, 
generosity and 

commitment to their 
community.  

 
Leslie and Shayne 
Train, Ben-Zion, 

Faygle, Ahron and 
Golda  

 
 
 
 

In Memory of  
Rabbi Hilewitz 

 
 
 
 

Ron and Andrea 
Sultan 

 
Mazal Tov to all the well 
deserving honorees. You 

are all great friends. 
 

Congratulations to the 
entire community on the 

upcoming Chanukat 
Habayit! 

 
Adina, Aaron, Dahlia, 
and Judah Steinberg 
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Mazal tov on this well 
deserved honor!  

Sura and Mark,  
You are truly an inspiration 

with your quiet and 
unassuming leadership. 

Your dedication to the shul 
truly embodies the spirit 

of Rabbi Hilewitz.  
 

With great admiration, 
Joe, Yafit, Eitan, 

Amichai and Avital 
Goldfarb 

 
 
 

Mazel tov to  
Mark and Sura 

Rozenberg  
and thank you for all that 

you do for the 
community!  

 
 

Adam and Sarah 
Felsenthal 

 
To our nephew,  

 
Yossi Mandelbaum  

 
For your hard work & 

dedication to your 
community. They are 

lucky to have you.  
 
 

Uncle Howie and  
Aunt Tehila 

 
To Sura and Mark: 

 
 
 

 Worthy honorees who 
do so much for the 

community. You are true 
friends and an inspiration 
to us.  With our deepest 

admiration,  
 
 
 

David and Yocheved 
Bechhofer, Yaakov, 

Michali, and Yedidya 
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Mazal Tov  
Talia and Matthew  

on an honor well 
deserved!  

 
 

Lili and Shimon 
Siegel 

 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov 
To the Honorees 

Talia and Matthew 
Furleiter 

 
 
 

Sydney and Leah 
Semel 

 
 
 
 
 

Mazal Tov to Reina and 
all of the honorees.  

 
 
 
 

Tani and Ben Gordon 

 
 
 
 
 

With Special thanks to 
Rabbi M. Schnaidman 

 
 
 

From the  
Interactive Tefillah 

Seminar 



148  

 

 

In memory of 
William Blank z”l 

 
 

Long time President of 
Congregation Beth Hillel 

and Beth Israel of 
Washington Heights. 

 
 
 

Fay Blank 
Albert and Sharon 

Blank 
Irene and Zev 

Blechner 

To Matt, Talia,  
Yehuda and Ezra:  

 

Mazel tov on your much 
deserved honor! We're so 
excited for you! We really 
value your friendship and 
your contributions to the 
Mt. Sinai community. May 
this recognition be merely 
the beginning of the great 
achievements that lie in 

your future.  
 

Love, Vera and Moses  

In honor of our friends 
and neighbors, the 

honorees, 
  

Talia and Matthew 
Furleiter, Rachel and 
David Fryman, Sura 

and Mark Rozenberg 
 

 Thank you for all that 
you do for our 

community.  
 

Yamit and Alon Kol 

 
 
 
 

Sura and Mark, 
 

Mazal Tov on a much 
deserved award  

 
 
 

The Shabtai Family 
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Dearest Reina and 
Other Honorees,  

 

Thank you for all of your 
incredible contributions 
to the shul community! 

We all benefit from your 
thoughtfulness, creativity 

and dedication.  
 

With Gratitude,  
Shuli Taubes and  

Ari Gordon 

 

Dear Talia and Matthew, 
 

Mazal tov on this well 
deserved honor! 
We admire your 
commitment and 
dedication to your 

community. 
Hatzlacha in all that you do. 

 

Rabbi Berger, Rabbi 
Auman, Atara, Dena, 

Rookie, Shiffy, Channie, 
Shira, Ilana, Dahlia  

and Julia  

Dear Talia and Matthew, 
We were so happy to hear 

that a more deserving 
couple as you were being 

honored. 
We are so proud of you and 

wish you to continue 
 מחיל אל חיל 

We are sorry we are not able 
to join you for such a 

wonderful occasion since we 
will be out of town that day. 

Warmly, 
Yosef and Paulette 

Kessler  

 
Congratulations to 
Mark and Sura 

Rozenberg! 
 

In appreciation of the 
new Torah and Tefillah 

Center. 
 
 

Rabbi Yakov and 
Elisheva 

Kirschenbaum 
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In Loving Memory of 

 
Jacob Tocker, ה‘‘ע  

and Tilla Tocker, ה‘‘ע  

 
my wonderful parents 

whose values and midos continue to 
inspire the entire family daily. 

 
We were truly blessed to have had 
them as the ultimate role models 
in living life as true B’nei Torah. 

 
They instilled in our homes and family 
the values of dedication, devotion and 

selflessness. 
 

Sammy Tocker 

 
 
 

To Talia and Matt - 
 

Mazal Tov! 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Robert and 
Maxine Pilavin and 

Family 
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Dear  

Talia and Matthew, 
 

Mazal Tov on this 
wonderful honor!! 

Unfortunately, we will be 
away and will not be able 

to attend. 
 
 

Very fondly,  
Amy and Ilan Mosery 

 
 
 
 
 

Wishing Mazal Tov to the 
honorees.  

 
 
 
 

Sam and Ruth 
Rosenthal 

 
 

Mazel Tov to  
Mark and Sura  
on an honor well 

deserved!  
 

We love you Gershon 
and Tzvi.  

 
 

Lauren, Jacob, David, 
Akiva and Yael Stahl 

 

Dear Talia and Matt,  
We never thought this day 
would come! Just kidding. 
We always knew you were 
amazing and are happy to 
hear that everyone else 
knows it, too. ;-) Kol 

HaKavod on this honor! We 
love you and are proud to 
call you our friends. Keep 
on keepin' on! All our love 

from Jerusalem,  
Tzippy Levy and Amy 

Oppenheimer 
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Whether at 666 or The 
Bennett, our neighbors 
have inspired us through 
their actions. Thank you 
to Sura and Mark and 

Rachel and David  
for all you do for the 

community.  
 

Mazel tov to ALL of the 
honorees on this well 

deserved honor.  

 
 
 
 
 

In Honor of  
Sabush and Savta 

 
 
 
 

Meishar, Atir, Gilad, 
and Itiel Rieser 

 
 

In Honor of  
Rachel and David 

Fryman  
 

You are true pillars of the 
community and personal 

role models.  
We love you guys!  

 
Liatte and David 

Lasher  

 
Mazel tov to Talia and 

Matt Furleiter, 
Yehuda and Ezra on 

this well deserved honor.  
 
 
 

Love,  
Mimi and Israel, 

Abby, Eliyahu, Ilana, 
Atara and Noam, 
Susie and Mike 
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Mazel Tov Sura and Mark on 
this most befitting honor. Your 

devotion to friends and community 
is an inspiration to us and many 
more! With sincere admiration, 

Shuie and Dena  
Yaacov and Aliza 

 

 
 

In honour of Rabbi Schwartz 
and Yoni Ray.  

 
David and Chana Zelda 

Sidney   

 
Dear Matt and Talia, 

Congratulations on your honor. 
You deserve it!  

 
Love,  

Ruthie and David 

 
 Congratulations to all of the 

honorees on this well deserved 
honor. Thank you for all that you 
do for our shul and community.  

 
Yonatan and Chana Shefa 

In appreciation to Mt. Sinai 
Jewish Center for all it does for 

the Washington Heights 
community.  

 
Devora and Chana 

Weinstock 

Looking to rent a spacious 2 bedroom 2 full 
bathroom apartment in The Bennett? Doorman 

building with a gym and rooftop patio. Kitchen is 
kosher with stainless steel appliances including a 

fleish dishwasher. It is a wonderful space for 
entertaining on Shabbas in an open concept 

kitchen / living room/ dining room. California 
Closets are in all the closets so there is great 

storage. Apartment is available starting August 1st. 
The building does not allow guarantors so tenants 

must be employed. Please email 
rnfryman@gmail.com 

 
To all of the honorees,  

With respect and admiration for 
all that you do on behalf of our 

Shul and community- thank you!  
 

Rena Garbow 

Thank you to Talia Furleiter for all of the 
work you do to further women’s Gemara 
learning. Bavli Ba’Erev could not be the 
success it is without your efforts to get it 

started. Congratulations to you and Matt on 
being honored by Mount Sinai, and thank you 

for all you do on behalf of the shul. 
 

Gabriella Elkaim, Davida Kollmar, 
Kira Joel, and Kaitlyn (Respler) 

Schlusselberg 
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In honor of  
Yossi Mandelbaum  

for building Mt. Sinai into 
the great shul it is today!  

 

Chaim Sussman 

  
 

In memory of  
Yaakov Birnbaum ז"ל 

 
 

Carla Hanauer  

 
Books/Seforim 

 
Carla Hanauer: (212) 942-6454  

 
hanauerbooks@yahoo.com 

 

 
Mazel Tov Sura and Mark! 

 
Smooches,  

The Russian Wives Club 
 

 Sara and Lenny           
   Natania and Dmitry  

Dear Rachel and David, Mazel tov! 
Your dedication and commitment to 

Mt. Sinai and the Washington Heights 
Jewish community is commendable. 

Your leadership, hospitality, and 
positive energy is a true testament to 

your incredible character and 
integrity. We wish you all the best, 

Samantha and Scott Spolter  

 
Celebrating 

Talia & Matthew’s 
achievement 

 
Mazel Tov and Love 
From Grandma 

 
 

Thank you for all your hard 
work on behalf of the shul!  

 
 

Debbie Ciner 

 

 Mazel Tov to our friends  
Mark and Sura Rozenberg 

Matthew and Talia Furleiter  
on their well-deserved honors 

 
 

Michael and Chana 
Gutmann 
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Thanking all the people who 
work hard to make this shul a 
great place. It is appreciated. 

 
 

Ruth and Bernice Katz 

Mazal Tov Reina, 
You have always been a builder 
for as long as we have known 

you. About time you’re 
recognized for it! 

 

Aaron, Daniella, and Leora 
Horn 

 
In honor of Yossi Mandelbaum, for 

his years of dedication on the Mt. 
Sinai board.  As active members of 

our Shul in Nashville, Tennessee, we 
know how much appreciation is due 

to a loyal volunteer like Yossi. 
 

Love, Auntie Ev and Uncle Mosh  

 
 

In memory of my brothers and 
sisters who perished in the 

Holocaust. In memory of my 
brother and sister in law, Joseph 

and Sylvia Hahn.  
 

Alex and Anna Hun 

 
 

In Memory of My Loved Ones. 
 
 
 

Rita Knurr 

 

Mazel Tov  
Rachel and David  

You are very inspiring.  
Hope to see more from you in 

times to come.  
 

Greene-Havas Family 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
REINA!!!!  

The Heights is a better place 
because of all the work you have 

done. Keep on building the 
community!  

Davita 

 
 

In Honor of  
Mr. Herbert Harwitt 

 
 

Ronald Platzer 
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Mt. Sinai has a special place in our story as a 
married couple. Talia Furleiter was my 
kallah teacher and the Frymans were the 

first couple in WaHi to welcome us into their 
homes as Shabbos guests. Without them, our 
first years of marriage would have been much 
different. We miss our incredible community 

in Washington Heights and salute tonight's 
honourees. Wish we could be there.  

 

Seth, Bethany and Vera Mandel 

 

Mazel Tov to the honorees, staff, 
volunteers and neighbors who 

make the Mt. Sinai Jewish 
community a privilege  

to call home. 
 

Adam Soclof   

 
Congratulations, Reina!  

Keep up all the good work! 
You're awesome!  

 
Sincerely,  

Lauren and Yoni Shenkman   

 
Mazel Tov to  

Rachel and David Fryman 
on your special honor. 

 
Love and best wishes, 

Shirley and Robert Werner 

 
 

In Memory of My Loved Ones 
 
 
 

Hilda Kromnick 

 Mazal Tov Reina!  
We are honored to know 

someone who is integrating the 
arts, Jewish life and mitzvot in 

such a beautiful and  
accessible way.  

Love, Ariel, David and Eva 

 
In Memory of our dear 

departed. 
 

Mary Stiefel 
Matthew and Brenda 

Sherman 

 

 In Loving Memory of 
Ralph Lennig 

Devoted Husband and Beloved 
Father 

Eternal is our Love 
Renate and Stephanie 

Lennig 



 157 

 

 To my Dearest Friends -  
Karla and Walter Spier 
“You are both in my heart” 

and 
“Very Special” 

 

With fond memories, 
Nora Stern  

Phelpsy Jr.,  
 

It brings me much pride to write 
this ad congratulating you on 

such great work!  
Always proud of you!  

 

Love, Phelpsy   

 

Kol HaKoved to  
Yossi Mandelbaum for his tireless 
work on behalf of Mt. Sinai and the 
Washington Heights Community. 
Your committed dedication has 

transformed Mt. Sinai and brought 
strength to the entire kehilla. 

 

Adam, Lisa, Ella and Max Eggers 

 
 

In honor of  
The General  

 
 

-The General's Daughter   

 

 Congratulations to Reina Potaznik on your 
award from Mount Sinai. We all enjoyed 

performing for you in Ladies Got Talent, and 
this is but one of the many things you do on 
behalf of our shul. Thank you for all of your 
hard work, and we look forward to working 

with you again in the future.  
Adira Botwinick, Rachel Kirshenbaum, 

Davida Kollmar, Talia Lautman, Yael 
Brodsky Levine, and Eliana Pasternak 

 
 Mazel Tov to the Honorees! 
Go Rangers! Win the Cup! 

Love you Mom! 
 

J. Hamburger and 
Harrisons 

 
To Reina,  

My friend and partner in crime 
who helped me help others. 

 
 With much appreciation, 

Michael Goon   

 
 

Mazel Tov to the Freiling’s 
 
 

From Leslie Small and Rabbi 
Shmuel Kohn 
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Mazel Tov to  

Reina Potaznik  
On her well deserved honor!  

 
Amy Schindler  

Amy Schindler Designs 

In honor of  
Sura and Mark  
and in memory of  

Rabbi Hilewitz z"l  
who exemplified Hachnasat Orchim 

in the Mt. Sinai community. 
 

Aviva and Jonathan Edelstein 
and Family 

 
 

In honor of all of my honorary 
aunts and uncles who hold me, 

play with me, and smile at me at 
shul.  Yes I know I’m cute.   

   
~ Ezra Furleiter 

 

This Journal has been brought to you by the letter J. 

 

In honor of the dinosaur knocking 
at my door, the lion I saw walking 

home from shul, the Shabbos 
feeling in my nose, and all the 

people who work so hard to make 
shul so fun for me (even though 
I’m really shy at Tot Shabbat)! 

~ Yehuda Furleiter 

 

 
Best Wishes to All Staff 

At Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Heller 

 

 
Hakarat Hatov to everyone 
who put in time and effort 

helping to complete the 
renovation at  

Mt. Sinai Jewish Center 
 

 

Mazal Tov  
Carolyn, Yossi, & Matt Mandelbaum  
On the new addition to their family.  

~Your Mt. Sinai Family 
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