
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Vayera 
18 Cheshvan 5783 
 
Tefillah Explanation 
 
Mah Tovu is essentially thanking G-d and recognizing that we have a set 
aside place to pray. It is a big blessing that we have holy places free of 
outside distractions and influences that we are able to focus on our 
relationship with Hashem. Therefore it is the first tefillah that we say when 
we come into shul. 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 
Avraham has just gone through a circumcision at 99 years old, not an easy 
age to go through this. So G-d sends a very, very hot sun so that no one 
should travel and stop in Avraham’s house to bother him while he is 
recovering. But Avraham is upset that there are no guests that day and sits 
by one of the entrances to his tent, waiting for someone to come so that he 
can fulfill mitzvah of having guests in one’s home. 
 
Discuss – What did we say last week about inviting guests into one’s 
house? 
 
So G-d sends three angels dressed as men to Avraham and Avraham 
excitedly runs to prepare a delicious meal for them. One of the angels 
announces that in one year from that time, Sarah would have a son. Sarah 
hears this and laughs; remember – she was 89 years old!  
 
The other angels are given a mission from G-d. They have to destroy the 
city of Sodom because it is full of wicked people who stole, killed and did 
lots of bad things. Avraham prays to G-d and asks Him to save the city but, 
alas, there are no righteous people in whose merit the city can be saved. 
But the angels save Lot, Avraham’s nephew who had moved to Sodom, 
and his family. As they lead them out of the city they warn them not to look 
back, but Lot’s wife looks book and turns into a pillar of salt. The city of 
Sodom gets turned over and disappears forever. 
 



Discuss – Why was Lot saved? Why couldn’t they look back – what’s 
wrong with looking? 
 
Avraham and Sarah move to Gerar where Sarah is again taken captive, 
this time by King Avimelech, but G-d reveals Himself to this king in a dream 
and warns him to free Sarah, and he does. A little while after this event, G-
d remembers His promise to Avraham and Sarah, and Sarah becomes 
pregnant and has a child whom they name Yitzchak-Isaac as G-d told them 
to do. When Isaac turns eight days old they make a big party and 
circumcise him. Everyone sees the great miracle G-d has done - Sarah 
looks like a young woman of 20! 
 
Avraham was a very special man who loved G-d very much, and to test his 
love, over the years G-d sent him different tests. In this parshah we learn 
that G-d sends Avraham the tenth and most difficult test of all: He 
commands him to bring his son Isaac as a sacrifice! Avraham doesn’t cry 
or complain, he takes Isaac, saddles his donkey and goes to Mount Moriah. 
There, Isaac himself doesn’t complain and lets his father tie him to the 
altar. At that point an angel stops Avraham and he is told that this was only 
a test, so Avraham sacrifices a ram instead and stores the horns away for 
the future.  
 
Discuss – What was so hard about this test? I would do whatever G-d tells 
me to do! 
 
Mount Moriah is the mountain on which the Holy Temples were built, now 
known as the Temple Mount. At the end of the parshah we read that 
Rebecca, the daughter of Avraham’s nephew Besuel, is born. 
 
Discuss – Why is this place a fitting place for the Bais Hamikdash to be 
built? 
 
Mitzvah of the week 
There is a Mitzvah to love every Jew as you love yourself. Conversely, 
there is a negative commandment not to hate other Jews. Avraham 
exemplified this Mitzvah in his care for even the sinners of Sodom, by 
praying for their lives. We are taught that this Mitzvah is the one Mitzvah 
that if done properly can lead us to keep the entire Torah. 
 
 



Parsha Questions 
 
1.       How many men came to greet Avraham at his tent? 
Three. (18:2) 
2.       What did the first man tell Avraham? 
That Sarah will give birth this time next year. (18:10) 
3.       How many righteous men need to be in Sodom for God to save the 
city? 
Ten. (18:32) 
4.       What happens to Lot’s wife when she looks back at the city of 
Sodom? 
She turns to a pillar of salt. (19:26) 
5.       How old is Isaac when he is circumcised? 
8 days old. (21:4) 
6.       How old is Avraham when Isaac is born? 
100 years old (21:5) 
7.       What is Avraham’s reaction when Sarah tells him to banish Ishmael 
and Hagar? 
Avraham is uncomfortable doing so until God tells him to listen to Sarah. 
(21:11-12) 
8.       What does God command Avraham to do to his son, Isaac? 
God asks Avraham to sacrifice his own son. (22:2) 
9.       What is sacrificed in place of Isaac? 
A ram. (22:13) 
10.   Who is born at the end of the portion? 
Rebecca. (22:23) 
 
  



Harder Questions 
1. Why did G-d appear to Avraham after the bris mila? 

18:1 - Avraham was sick, so G-d came to "visit" him. 
2. Why was Avraham sitting at the entrance to his tent? 

18:1 - He was looking for guests. 
3. What were the missions of the three angels? 

18:2 - To announce Yitzchak's birth, to heal Avraham and to 
destroy Sodom. 

4. Why did Avraham enjoin the guests to wash the dust off their feet? 
18:4 - He thought they were among those who worship the dust, 
and he didnt want any object of idolatry in his home. 

5. Why did Avraham ask specifically Yishmael, and not someone else, to 
prepare food for the guests? 
18:7 - To train him in the performance of mitzvot. 

6. Why did the angels ask Avraham where Sarah was? 
18:9 - To call attention to Sarahs modesty, so as to endear her to 
her husband. 

7. When G-d related Sarahs thoughts to Avraham, He did not relate them 
precisely. Why? 
18:13 - For the sake of peace. 

8. What "cry" from Sodom came before G-d? 
18:21 - The cry of a girl who was executed for giving food to the 
poor. 

9. How many angels went to Sodom? 
19:1 - Two; one to destroy the city and one to save Lot. 

10. Why was Lot sitting at the gate of Sodom? 
19:1 - He was a judge. 

11. Lot served the angels matza. Why? 
19:3 - It was Passover. 

12. Why did Lot delay when he left Sodom? 
19:16 - He wanted to save his property. 

13. Why were Lot and his family not permitted to look back at Sodom? 
19:17 - As they, too, deserved to be punished, it wasnt fitting for 
them to witness the destruction of Sodom. 

14. Lots wife looked back and became a pillar of salt. Why was she 
punished in this particular way? 
19:26 - She was stingy, not wanting to give the guests salt. 

15. In what merit did G-d save Lot? 
19:29 - Lot had protected Avraham by concealing from the 
Egyptians the fact that Sarah was his wife. 



16. Why did Avraham relocate after the destruction of Sodom? 
20:1 - Because travel in the region ceased and Avraham could no 
longer find guests. 

17. Why did Avimelech give gifts to Avraham? 
20:14 - So that Avraham would pray for him. 

18. Why was Avraham told to listen to Sarah? 
21:12 - Because she was greater in prophecy. 

19. Why did G-d listen to the prayer of Yishmael and not to that of 
Hagar? 
21:17 - Because the prayer of a sick person is more readily 
accepted than the prayer of others on his behalf. 

20. Who accompanied Avraham and Yitzchak to the akeidah (binding)? 
22:3 - Yishmael and Eliezer. 

 
 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


