
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Vayelech / Shabbos Shuva 
6 Tishrei 5783 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 
The Parshah of Vayelech tells us about the last day of Moses' life. He is exactly 120 
years old (because he passed away on the same day that he was born--the 7th of Adar) 
and he knows that he will not be able to go into the land of Israel. He passes on the 
leadership to Joshuah in front of the Levites and then finishes writing a Torah scroll that 
he gives to the Levites to put in the Ark. 
 
Discuss – Why did Moshe have to be the one to pass the leadership on to Joshuah?  
 
Moses tells them that they will read from this Torah once every seven years on the 
festival of Sukkot. This will be in the year of Hakhel, the year following Shemittah, when 
all the Jews--men, women and children--gather together in the Holy Temple and the 
king reads from the Torah. 
 
Discuss – What is the national benefit of gathering together every so often? 
 
The Parshah ends with telling us that although there will be times when the Jews will 
turn away from G-d, and G-d will have to hide Himself from them, they or their children 
will always come back and the Torah will never really be forgotten. 
 
Mitzvah of the Week - Vayelech 
There is a positive commandment to do Teshuvah, and return to G-d if we have made a 
mistake and sinned. The word Teshuvah means returning. This is very strange that 
there should be a Mitzvah to repair our mistakes. We shouldn’t do them in the first 
place, but Hashem understands that we are humans and we make mistakes. He just 
expects us to fix any mistakes we make.  
 
We are taught that the days between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are a special time 
that we can do Teshuvah. They are called the Ten Days of Teshuvah! Hashem is very 
close to us and He will accept our Teshuvah more readily.  
 
Parsha Questions - Vayelech 
Q: How old was Moshe when he died 
A: Exactly 120 years old 
Q: What day is Moshe’s birthday? 
A: the 7th of Adar 
Q: What day did Moshe die?  
A: the 7th of Adar 
Q: Who did Moshe pass on his leadership to? 



A: Yehoshua, Joshua 
Q: Where did they put the Torah scroll Moshe had written? 
A: In the Ark 
Q: What is it called when the whole nation gets together and reads from the Torah? 
A: Hakhel 
Q: How often does this happen? 
A: Once every 7 years, after Shemittah 
Q: Where do they gather? 
A: By the Bais Hamikdash 
Q: Who reads from the Torah? 
A: The King of the nation 
Q: What does Hashem promise us at the end of the Parsha? 
A: That we will never be forgotten 
Q: What is the Mitzvah of the week? 
A: To do Teshuvah 
Q: What does the word Teshuvah mean? 
A: Returning 
Q: When is it a special time to do Teshuvah? 
A: Between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
 
Harder Questions - Vayelech 
 
Q: Moshe said, "I am 120 years old today. I am no longer able to go out and come in..." 
How do we know this does not refer to physical inability?  
A: 31:2 - Because verse 34:7 says "His (Moshe's) eye never dimmed, and his (youthful) 
moisture never departed." 
 
Q: Which of Moshe's statements to Yehoshua was later contradicted by Hashem's 
command?  
A: 31:7 - Moshe told Yehoshua to share his leadership with the Elders. Hashem later 
commanded Yehoshua to rule alone. 
 
Q:  does the Torah refer to Succot of the eighth year as though it occurred during the 
shemita year?  
A: 31:10 - Because the laws of the seventh year still apply to the harvest. 
 
Q: Why does the Torah command that babies be brought to the Torah reading?  
A: 31:12 - To give reward to those who bring them. 
 
Q: What does it mean that Hashem "hides His face?"  
A: 31:17 - He ignores their distress. 
 
Q: What function does the song Ha'azinu serve?  
A: 31:21 - It warns what will befall the Jewish People if they abandon Torah. 
 
Q: Which verse promises that the Torah will never be totally forgotten?  



A: 31:21 - "For (the Torah) will not be forgotten from the mouth of their offspring." 
 
Q: What is the difference of opinion regarding the placing of the Torah scroll which 
Moshe gave the levi'im?  
A: 31:26 - Whether it was placed outside but adjacent to the Ark, or inside next to the 
Tablets. 
 
Q: On the day of Moshe's death, why didn't Moshe gather the people by blowing 
trumpets as he normally would have?  
A: 31:28 - Blowing the trumpets expressed Moshe's dominion, and "there is no 
dominion on the day of death." (Kohelet 8) 
 
Q: Moshe said, "For I know that after my death you will act corruptly," but, in fact, this 
didn't occur until after Yehoshua's death. What does this teach us?  
A: 31:29 - That a person's student is as dear to him as himself As long as Yehoshua 
was alive, it was as though Moshe himself were alive. 

 
 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


