
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Tetzaveh 
11 Adar  

This week's parshah, Tetzaveh, tells us some more about the going-ons of the Mishkan. 

The first thing discussed is the olive oil used for the lighting of the menorah. Aaron and 

his sons must take pure olive oil and every evening light the menorah. 

Next is discussed the special clothing that the kohanim would wear. The kohanim are 

the priests--the children and descendents of Aaron--who did the services in the Mishkan 

and then later in the Beit Hamikdah (the Temple) in Jerusalem. When they were in the 

Mishkan performing their services, such as bringing a sacrifice, or lighting the menorah, 

or taking the Mishkan down and putting it back up again (remember, it was a traveling 

building), they had to wear special clothing. These clothing were 1) the ketonet -- a long 

linen shirt; 2) michnasayim -- pants made of linen; 3) mitznefet or migba'at -- a hat or 

cap;  4) avnet -- a long sash (belt) wound above the waist. You can imagine how regal 

the kohanim looked when they were doing their holy work in the mishkan, wearing their 

special garments. 

The Kohen Gadol--the "High Priest," the Kohen who did the most important work, the 

first one being Aaron--had to wear four extra garments: 5) the efod, a sort of very fancy 

apron, made of blue, purple and red-dyed wool, linen and gold thread; 6) the choshen, a 

very special garment which was worn on the chest, containing twelve precious stones 

inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel; 7) me'il -- a cloak of blue wool, 

with gold bells and pomegranates hanging from the bottom; 8) the tzitz -- a golden plate 

worn on the forehead like a sort of band, with the words "Holy to G-d" engraved on it. 

Discussion – Clothing, why do we wear it? What is it for? When do we wear different 

clothing? Does it make us feel different? Act differently? 

G-d then tells Moses how to officially initiate Aaron and his sons as Kohanim. They 

have to stand outside of the mishkan with a bull that will be offered as a sacrifice. 

Moses will then put on Aaron his eight garments and pour some "anointing oil" on his 

head. Then Aaron's sons will put on their clothing. They will then officially be Kohanim 

and can begin their service in the Mishkan. From here on, all their children will be 

Kohanim forever. The last thing in the Parshah is instructions for how to build the golden 

altar. 

 

 

Parsha Questions  



Q: Who lit the Menorah in the Mishkan?  

A: The Kohein Gadol 

Q: What type of oil did they use? 

A: Olive oil 

Q:  How often was the Menorah lit? 

A: Nightly 

Q: What were the clothing that the regular Kohanim wore? 

A: the ketonet, shirt. michnasayim, pants. mitznefet, hat. avnet, belt 

Q: What special garments did the Kohen Gadol wear? 

A: Efod, apron. Choshen, golden breastplate. Meil, cloak of blue wool. Tzitz, golden 

plate on forehead. 

Q: What was engraved on the Tzitz (golden plate worn on the forehead)? 

A: Kodesh LaHashem, Holy to G-d 

Q: What process was used to initiate the Kohanim into service? 

A: They sacrificed a bull, and anointed oil on the Kohanim 

Q: What is this Shabbos called? 

A: Shabbos Parshas Zachor 

Q: What special Torah portion do we read? 

A: About Amalek attacking us as we left Egypt 

Q: Why do we remember what Amalek has done? 

A: So that we recognize that Hashem hates those who cause His nation harm 

 

Harder Questions 

Q: What two precautions were taken to assure the purity of oil for the menorah? 

27:20 - The olives were pressed and not ground; and only the first drop was used. 

Q: How was Aharon commanded to kindle the menorah? 

27:20 - He was commanded to kindle it until the flame ascended by itself. 

Q: What does tamid mean in reference to the menorah? 

27:20 - It means that it should be kindled every night. 

Q: What does kehuna mean? 

28:3 - Service. 

Q: Name the eight garments worn by the Kohen Gadol. 

28:4,36,42 - Choshen, ephod, me'il, ketonet, mitznefet, avnet, tzitz, and michnasayim. 

Q: To what does Rashi compare the ephod? 

28:6 - A woman's riding garment. 

Q: In which order were the names of the Tribes inscribed on the ephod? 

28:10 - In order of birth. 

Q: The stones of the ephod bore the inscription of the names of the sons of Yaakov. 

Why? 

28:12 - So that G-d would see their names and recall their righteousness. 



Q: For what sins did the choshen mishpat atone? 

28:15 - For judicial errors. 

Q: What are three meanings of the word mishpat? 

28:15 - 

(i) The claims of the litigants, 

(ii) The court's ruling, 

(iii) The court's punishment. 

Q: What was lacking in the bigdei kehuna in the second Beit Hamikdash? 

28:30 - The Urim V'Tumim -- the "Shem Ha'meforash" placed in the folds of the 

choshen. 

Q: Which garment's fabric was woven of only one material? 

28:31 - The fabric of the me'il was made only of techelet. 

Q: When the Kohen Gadol wore all his priestly garments, where on his head was the 

tefillin situated? 

28:37 - Between the tzitz and the mitznefet. 

Q: What does the word tamid mean in reference to the tzitz? (two answers) 

28:38 - 

(i) It always atones, even when not being worn. 

(ii)The Kohen Gadol must always be aware that he is wearing it. 

Q: Which garments were worn by a kohen hediot? 

28:40,42 - Ketonet, avnet, migba'at, and michnasayim. 

Q: During the inauguration of the kohanim, a bullock was brought as a sin offering. For 

what sin did this offering atone? 

29:1 - The sin of the golden calf. 

Q: Moshe was commanded to wash Aharon and his sons to prepare them to serve as 

kohanim (29:4). How were they washed? 

29:4 - They immersed in a mikveh. 

Q: What was unique about the bull sin-offering brought during the inauguration of the 

kohanim? 

29:14 - It is the only external sin-offering that was completely burned. 

Q: How did the oil used for the meal-offering differ from the oil used for the menorah? 

29:40 - Oil for the menorah comes only from beaten olives. Oil for meal-offerings may 

come from either beaten olives or from ground-up olives. 

Q: What does the crown on the mizbeach haketoret symbolize? 

30:3 - The crown of kehuna. 

 

Good Shabbos!!! 


