
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Miketz 
30 Kislev  
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 
Pharaoh had a dream: seven fat cows arose from the Nile, followed by 
seven emaciated cows. The gaunt cows then consumed the robust ones. 
He then had a second dream, wherein seven healthy ears of grain were 
eaten by seven thin and parched ears. In the morning, none of Pharaoh's 
wise men were capable of interpreting the dreams to Pharaoh's 
satisfaction. Pharaoh's butler approached and related his past jailhouse 
experience, when a Hebrew boy, Yosef, successfully interpreted dreams. 
Pharaoh ordered Yosef's release, and he appeared before the king. 
Pharaoh recounted his dreams to Yosef. Yosef told Pharaoh that both 
dreams contained a singular message: seven years of plenty were destined 
to come upon Egypt, followed by seven years of severe famine. Yosef 
proposed a plan to store the excess grain of the years of plenty, to serve as 
a reserve for the famine years to follow. Pharaoh was greatly impressed by 
Yosef's wisdom. 

 
Pharaoh appointed Yosef as viceroy of Egypt, and placed him in charge of 
the impending food collection operation. Thirty-year-old Yosef was placed 
second-in command of the Egyptian empire, accountable to no one but 
Pharaoh himself. Indeed, the seven years of plenty arrived as foretold by 
Yosef, and Yosef skillfully oversaw the collection of the surplus grain. Yosef 
married Osnas, the daughter of Poti-phera, and she bore him two sons: 
Menashe and Ephraim. 
 
Then the famine predicted by Yosef commenced, a grave famine that 
affected Egypt and the entire Mediterranean region. Exactly as planned, 
Yosef had sufficient stores of food, which he personally sold to all who 
needed. Meanwhile, in nearby Canaan, Yosef's father, Jacob, dispatched 
his eldest ten sons – all of them excepting Binyomin – to Egypt to purchase 
food provisions. The brothers arrived and stood before Yosef, but did not 
recognize him, as his boyish appearance had changed in the interim years. 
When the brothers broached their request to purchase food, Yosef dealt 
with them harshly, accused them of espionage, and incarcerated them all 
for three days.  



 
Discuss – Why did Yosef treat his brothers badly? Was he vengeful? 
 
On the third day, Yosef released them all, aside for Simon, whom he held 
hostage. He bid the rest of the brothers to return to Canaan and return with 
their youngest brother, Binyomin, and thus establish their innocence. The 
brothers recognized that this was punishment for the sale of Yosef, and 
expressed regret for their deed. Yosef instructed his servants to place the 
monies the brothers had paid for the food in the sacks of grain they were 
given. The brothers arrived back in Canaan and recounted the entire 
episode to Jacob. Jacob was highly disturbed by the happenings, and 
initially refused to send Binyomin, unwilling to consider the possibility of 
losing Rachel's only remaining son. Eventually, though, after the food 
provisions ran low, and Judah personally guaranteed Binyomin's safe 
return, Jacob acceded to send him. He sent them to Egypt with a prayer on 
his lips, and armed with a gift for the Egyptian ruler. 
 
Discuss – Where was Shimon this whole time? 
 
The brothers arrived in Egypt. Yosef instructed his palace supervisor to 
invite the brothers to join him for the afternoon repast. The brothers arrived 
at Yosef's residence where they were reunited with Simon. Yosef arrived, 
and the brothers presented him with the gift they had prepared, and they 
exchanged pleasantries. 

 
Upon seeing his brother Binyomin, Yosef was overcome with emotion, 
which he concealed. The brothers sat down and enjoyed a feast, and Yosef 
presented them all with gifts—Binyomin's gift greater than all the others'. In 
the morning the brothers departed, but not before Yosef had his royal 
goblet planted in Binyomin's sack of food. Yosef then dispatched a posse 
to confront the brothers and "uncover" the planted goblet. The brothers 
were all brought back to Yosef, who demanded that the "thief," Binyomin 
alone, remain behind as his slave. 
 
  



Mitzvah of the week 
 
The Mitzvah of this week’s Parsha is showing honor for a king. We are 
obligated to show honor to a gentile king or anyone who has great wealth. 
Although this seems against Torah beliefs, we find that Yosef did this, as 
well as Yaakov. The idea here is that we must recognize that Hashem has 
given these people power in this world for a reason. Although we may not 
understand why, Hashem has chosen to honor such a person and we must 
follow as well. 
 
Parsha Questions 
Q:What were Pharaoh’s dreams? 
A: Seven fat cows consumed by seven skinny cows and seven thick corn 
ears consumed by seven thin ones 
 
Q: How did Yosef interpret them? 
A: That there would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years od 
famine 
 
Q: What did Pharaoh do? 
A: Appointed Yosef to be in charge of food collection 
 
Q: What were Yosef’s sons’ names? 
A:  Menashe and Ephraim 
 
Q: Who came down to Egypt to buy grain? 
A: Yosef’s brothers 
 
Q: Which brother wasn’t there? 
A: Binyomin 
 
Q: Who was put into jail? 
A: Shimon 
 
Q: What did Yosef tell the brothers to come with next time? 
A: Binyomin 
 
Q: Why didn’t Yaakov want to send him? 
A: He was the only remaining son to his mother 
 



Q: What was planted in Binyomin’s bag? 
A: Yosef’s royal goblet 
 

1. What did the fat cows being eaten symbolize? 
41:4 - That all the joy of the plentiful years would be forgotten. 
(Notthat the good years would provide food for the bad years.) 

2. How did Pharaoh's recollection of his dream differ from 
Nevuchadnetzar's recollection of his dream? 
41:8 - Pharaoh remembered the contents of his dream but didn't 
know its meaning. Nevuchadnetzar forgot even the contents of 
his dream. 

3. What was significant about the fact that Pharaoh dreamed repeatedly? 
41:32 - It showed that the seven good years would start 
immediately. 

4. What does "Tsafnat Panayach" mean? 
41:45 - He who explains things that are hidden and obscure. 

5. What happened to the Egyptians' grain that was stored in anticipation 
of the famine? 
41:55 - It rotted. 

6. What did Yosef require the Egyptians to do before he would sell them 
grain? 
41:55 - Become circumcised. 

7. Did Yaakov and his family still have food when he sent his sons to 
Egypt? If yes, why did he send them? 
42:1 - Yes, but he sent them because he did not want to cause 
envy in the eyes of those who did not have food. 

8. What prophetic significance lay in Yaakov's choice of the word "redu" 
— "descend" (and not "lechu" — "go")? 
42:2 - It hinted to the 210 years that the Jewish people would be 
in Egypt: The word "redu" has the numerical value of 210. 

9. Why does the verse say "Yosef's brothers" went down to Egypt (and 
not "Yaakov's sons")? 
42:3 - Because they regretted selling Yosef and planned to act as 
brothers by trying to find him and ransom him at any cost. 

10. When did Yosef know that his dreams were being fulfilled? 
42:9 - When his brothers bowed to him. 



11. Under what pretext did Yosef accuse his brothers of being spies? 
42:12 - They entered the city through 10 gates rather than 
through one gate. 

12. Why did the brothers enter the city through different gates? 
42:13 - To search for Yosef throughout the city. 

13. Who was the interpreter between Yosef and his brothers? 
42:23 - His son Menashe. 

14. Why did Yosef specifically choose Shimon to put in prison? 
42:24 - Because he was the one who cast Yosef into the pit and 
the one who said, "Here comes the dreamer." Alternatively, to 
separate him from Levi, as together they posed a danger to him. 

15. How does the verse indicate that Shimon was released from prison 
after his brothers left? 
42:24 - The verse says Shimon was bound "in front of their eyes," 
implying that he was bound only while in their sight. 

16. What was Yaakov implying when he said to his sons: "I am the one 
whom you bereaved"? 
42:36 - That he suspected them of having slain or sold Shimon, 
and that they may have done the same to Yosef. 

17. How did Reuven try to persuade Yaakov to send Binyamin to Egypt? 
42:37 - He said, "Kill my two sons if I fail to bring back Binyamin." 

18. How long did it take for Yaakov and family to eat all the food that the 
brothers brought back from Egypt? Give the answer in terms of travel 
time. 
43:2,10 - Twice the travel time to and from Egypt. 

19. How much more money did the brothers bring on their second 
journey than they brought on the first journey? Why? 
43:12 - Three times as much, in order to repay the money they 
found in their sacks and to buy more even if the price had 
doubled. 

20. How did the brothers defend themselves against the accusation of 
theft? 
44:8 - They said, "We returned the money we found in our sacks; 
can it be that we would steal?" 

 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


