
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Lech Lecha 
11 Cheshvan 5783 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 
Avram was the first person to realize that G-d is a Supreme Being and that G-d is not 

dust, an idol, the sea or the sun. He spreads this message all the time in the city of 

Charan where he lives. One day G-d tells him to leave his city and his father’s home 

and to go to the land which G-d will show him. So Avram and his wife Sarai together 

with his nephew Lot leave Charan and travel to the Land of Canaan where G-d reveals 

Himself to him and tells him that He will give this land to Avram’s children. Avram builds 

an altar there. 

 

Discuss- Was Avraham Jewish? What makes someone Jewish? 

 

Avram and Sarai love having guests. Their tent is open from all four sides so that 

people could come in from any direction in which they are traveling. Avram and Sarai 

feed and take care of all their guests and teach them about G-d. 

 

A short while later a famine comes onto the Land of Canaan so Avram and Sarai have 

to travel to Egypt to get food. There they say that they are brother and sister, because 

Sarai is so beautiful that Avram fears the palace guards will kill him to give Sarai to 

Pharaoh as a wife. Sarai is indeed taken prisoner to the palace, but overnight G-d 

sends a plague to Pharaoh, who gets the message and frees Sarai. He also gives many 

gifts of animals, gold and silver to the couple and sends them on their way. 

 

Discuss – It seems that it is permitted to twist the truth under certain circumstances. 

When and why? 

 

Avraham and Lot part ways after a dispute after Lot was grazing his animals in other 

people’s fields. Avraham sends Lot away. 

 

Discuss- Shouldn’t Avraham have tried to help Lot, why send him away? 

Back in Canaan, Lot goes to live in the city of Sodom. He is captured during a local war 

and Avram runs to his rescue with a small army and miraculously defeats a big army of 

four kings.  



 

Discuss – Why did Avraham go and save him? Wasn’t Lot a sinner? 

 

G-d makes a covenant – a pact or deal - with Avram and tells him that his children will 

suffer in exile – galut – but will then be freed and brought to the Holy Land which will be 

theirs forever. 

 

Sounds good? Sounds great! But…Avram and Sarai were married for a long time and 

do not have children, and they are getting older…so Sarai encourages Avram to marry 

her maid Hagar, who was an Egyptian princess (at the time men were allowed to marry 

more than one wife), to give Avram the chance to have a child. Hagar becomes 

pregnant and has a child Yishmael. But Hagar is disrespectful to Sarai and runs away, 

then returns to Avram’s home after an angel convinces her to go back. 

 

Finally, G-d promises Avram that his children will be as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and the dust of the earth. G-d makes a covenant with Abraham and commands him to 

circumcise himself--do a brit milah--as a sign of the covenant. From that day on, all 

Jewish boys do a brit milah at 8 days old. G-d changes Avram’s name to Abraham and 

Sarai’s to Sarah and tells Abraham that they will have a child who they should name 

“Isaac” and that from Isaac will come the nation to which G-d promised the Holy Land.  

 

At this time, Abraham is 99 years old and Sarah is 89. 

 

Mitzvah of the week 

There is a Mitzvah to bring guests into our houses as Avraham and Sarah did, if they 

need a place to stay, to feed them, or to teach them about Judaism. This is part of the 

Mitzvah of Gemilus Chasadim, or Chesed, performing acts of kindness for others. 

Obviously, the greater the need of the recipient of the kindness is a greater Mitzvah. 

Based on this guideline, give an example of the type of person that this would be 

applicable to… 

 
Parsha Questions 
 
Q: Where did Avraham live? 

A: Charan 

Q: What was Avraham’s wife’s name? 

A: Sarah 

 



Q: Who was his nephew? 

A: Lot 

 

Q: Where did Hashem tell Avraham to go? 

A: To Canaan 

 

Q: What was unique about Avraham and Sarah’s tent? 

A: It was open on four sides 

 

Q: Why did Avraham go to Mitzrayim, Egypt? 

A: There was a famine in Canaan 

 

Q: What did he tell the Egyptians and why? 

A: That Sarah was his sister, because he was worried that they would kill him if they 

knew she was his wife, because she was so beautiful 

 

Q: Why did Avraham send Lot away? 

A: He allowed his sheep to graze in other people’s fields 

 

Q: What happened to Lot? 

A: He was captured by the four kings after they destroyed the armies of the five kings 

 

Q: What did Avraham do? 

A: He went to war 

 

Q: Who did Avraham marry? 

A: Sarah’s maidservant, Hagar 

 

Q: What did they name their child? 

A: Yishmael, who is the predecessor of the Arabs today 

 

 

 

Q: What was the deal that Hashem and Avraham made and what did Avraham have to 

do? 

A: That Avraham would have children and they would be very numerous. Avraham had 

to have a circumcision 



 

Q: What is the Mitzvah of the week? 

A: To invite guests to eat, drink, sleep, and learn about Judaism 

 

Harder Questions 

 

What benefits did G-d promise Avraham if he would leave his home? 

12:1 - He would become a great nation, his excellence would become known to the 

world, and he would be blessed with wealth. 

 

"And all the families of the earth will be blessed through you." What does this mean? 

12:3 - A person will say to his child, "You should be like Avraham." 

 

Who were the souls that Avraham and Sarah "made?" 

12:5 - People they converted to the worship of G-d. 

 

What were the Canaanites doing in the Land of Canaan when Avraham arrived? 

12:6 - They were in the process of conquering the land from the descendants of Shem. 

 

Why did Avraham build an altar at Ai? 

12:8 - He foresaw the Jewish People's defeat there in the days of Yehoshua due to 

Achans sin. He built an altar to pray for them. 

 

What two results did Avraham hope to achieve by saying that Sarah was his sister? 

12:13 - That the Egyptians would not kill him, and would give him presents. 

 

Why did Avraham's shepherds rebuke Lot's shepherds? 

13:7 Lot's shepherds grazed their flocks in privately owned fields. 

 

Who was Amrafel and why was he called that? 

14:1 - Amrafel was Nimrod. He said (amar ) to Avraham to fall (fel ) into the fiery 

furnace. 

 

Verse 14:7 states that the four kings "smote all the country of the Amalekites". How is 

this possible, since Amalek had not yet been born? 

14:7 - The Torah uses the name that the place would bear in the future. 

 



Why did the "palit " tell Avraham of Lot's capture? 

14:13- He wanted Avraham to die trying to save Lot so that he himself could marry 

Sarah. 

 

Who accompanied Avraham in battle against the four kings? 

14:14 - His servant, Eliezer. 

 

Why couldn't Avraham chase the four kings past Dan? 

4:14 - He saw prophetically that his descendants would make a golden calf there, and 

as a result his strength failed. 

 

Why did Avraham give "ma'aser " specifically to Malki-Tzedek? 

14:20 - Because Malki-Tzedek was a kohen. 

 

Why didn't Avraham accept any money from Sodom's king? 

14:23 - G-d had promised Avraham wealth, and Avraham didn't want Sodom's King to 

say, "I made Avraham wealthy." 

 

When did the decree of 400 years of exile begin? 

15:13 - With the birth of Yitzchak. 

 

What did G-d indicate with His promise that Avraham would "come to his ancestors in 

peace"? 

15:15 - That his father, Terach, would repent and become righteous. 

 

How did G-d fulfill His promise that Avraham would be buried in "a good old age"? 

15:15 - Avraham lived to see his son Yishmael repent and become righteous, and he 

died before his grandson Esav became wicked. 

 

Why did the Jewish People need to wait until the fourth generation until they returned to 

Eretz Canaan? 

15:16 - They needed to wait until the Amorites had sinned sufficiently to deserve 

expulsion. 

Who was Hagar's father? 

16:1 - Pharaoh. 

 

Why did Avraham fall on his face when G-d appeared to him? 



17:3 - Because he was as yet uncircumcised. 

 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


