
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Devarim 
6 Av 5782 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  

This week's reading begins the Book of Devarim - Deuteronomy, the fifth and final book 

of the 5 books of the Chumash. Moshe begins his final monologue, five weeks before 

his passing. He recounts the story of the Israelite's travel through the desert, placing 

emphasis on, and rebuking them for, the story of the spies. He describes Israel's 

conquest of the Emorites and the Bashanites. 

The Israelites are situated on the eastern bank of the Jordan River, on the verge of 

entering the land of Canaan, and Moshe' death is imminent. This is the setting for 

Moshe' final statements to the nation he lovingly tended for four decades. After 

delivering a veiled rebuke to the nation for their many past misdeeds, Moshe revisits the 

period, some 39 years earlier, before the Israelites left Mount Sinai at G-d's behest, with 

the intention of immediately invading and entering Canaan. At that time, Moshe 

expressed to the Jews his inability to single-handedly bear the burden of leadership, 

because "G-d, has multiplied you, and behold, you are today as the stars of the 

heavens in abundance." 

After the Israelites consented to the idea, Moshe appointed a hierarchy of judges to 

preside over the nation. Moshe recalls instructing them the basics of judicial integrity. 

Moshe then recounts how the Jews traveled through the desert and quickly reached 

Kadesh Barnea, on the southern border of the Holy Land. 

But at that time the Israelites approached Moshe and demanded the right to send out 

scouts to reconnoiter the land. Moshe recounts the tragic episode in detail, how the 

scouts delivered a frightening report, claiming that the land was unconquerable. Despite 

Moshe' protests, the Israelites adopted the scouts' attitude and decided not to enter 

Canaan. This caused G-d to bar that entire generation from entering the Promised 

Land.  

Moshe continues: At that time G-d instructed the Israelites to reverse course and head 

back to the desert. Realizing their dreadful error, a group of Israelites proceeded to 

advance toward Israel -- in the face of Moshe' objections. Lacking divine protection, they 



were immediately attacked and massacred by the Emorites. At this point, the Israelites 

heeded G-d's command, and headed back to the Sinai Desert. 

Moshe fast-forwards 38 years. The generation which left Egypt had perished. Now their 

children were ready to enter Canaan. But first G-d instructs the Israelites regarding 

three nations whose land was off-limits for them: Seir (Edom), Moab and Amon. These 

lands were the rightful inheritance of the descendants of Esau and Lot. Instead, the 

Israelites circled these lands and approached the land of Sichon, king of the Emorites, 

and requested passageway through his land. Sichon refused the Israelites' request. 

Moshe recalls how Sichon led his nation in battle against the Israelites. The Israelites 

were victorious and took possession of his land. When the Bashanites then attacked, 

they meet a similar fate. The lands of the Emorites and the Bashanites were given to 

the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh. 

Moshe delineates the borders of the lands allotted to the aforementioned tribes. He then 

repeats the instructions he gave to these tribes to cross the Jordan together with their 

brethren and participate in the battle against the Canaanites before returning to their 

land on the eastern bank of the Jordan. Joshua, who will lead the nation into Israel, is 

enjoined not to be fearful of the battles which he will face, because "it is the L-rd, your 

G-d, who is fighting for you." 

 

 

Mitzvah of the week 

Tisha B’av is the day of mourning for the Jewish people. Not only do we mourn the loss 

of the Temple, but every tragedy that has befallen the Jewish nation. The Crusades, 

pogroms, Inquisition, blood libels, and Holocaust are all included in our prayers on this 

day. We lament what we have lost, and pray for a bright future. 

We do not eat, drink, bathe, or wear leather shoes on Tisha B’av. (Marital Intimacy is 

forbidden.) We also sit on the floor in Tisha B’av. We sincerely hope that next year we 

will be in the rebuilt Jerusalem celebrating on this day. 

 

Parsha Questions 

1. Why did  משהgather all the בני ישראל? 
 
[To give them  (מוסר)תוכחה before he dies] 

 
2. What are some of the   עבירותthat  משהreminds them of? 

 
[Complaining about the מן, the  מחלוקתof קורח, sending the עגל הזהב ,מרגלים…] 



 
3. Which two   מרגליםdidn’t speak  לשון הרעon ארץ ישראל? 
 

 [כלב andיהושע ]
 

4. Is a שופט(judge) allowed to make the poor man win in order to help him? 
 
[No.  He must judge what is the אמת] 
 

5. Although it seems that the  בני ישראלdid so many עבירות, how many did they really do in 40 
years? 
 
[10] 
 

6. What  ברכהdid  משהgive the  בני ישראלin this פרשה? 
 
[That they should be a thousand times as many as they are] 

 
7. What was different about the three nations אדום  , עמון and  מואבfrom all the other nations of 

 ?כנען
 
[We are not allowed to fight with them in order to get their land until  משיחcomes] 
 

8. Where did  ראובן ,גד and half of  מנשהwant to live? 
 
ירדן) On the eastern side of the)עבר הירדן] ] 
 

 

 

Harder Questions 

How do we see from the beginning of Parshat Devarim that Moshe was concerned for 

the Jewish Peoples honor? 

1:1 Moshe mentions only the names of the places where the Jewish People sinned, but 

does not mention the sins themselves. 

How much time elapsed between leaving Mt. Sinai and sending the spies? 

1:2 - 40 days. 

Moshe rebuked the Jewish People shortly before his death. From whom did he learn 

this? 

1:3 - From Yaakov, who rebuked his sons shortly before his death. 

Why did Moshe wait until he had smitten the Amorite kings before rebuking the Jewish 

People? 



1:4 So that no one could say, "What right has he to rebuke us; has he brought us into 

any part of the Land as he promised?" 

What were some of the achievements that resulted from the Jewish People "dwelling" at 

Mt. Sinai? 

1:6 - They received the Torah, built the mishkan and all its vessels, appointed a 

Sanhedrin, and appointed officers. 

Why does the Torah single out the names of the avot in connection with the giving of 

the Land? 

1:8 - Each of the avot possessed sufficient merit for the Jewish People to inherit the 

Land. 

What did Moshe convey to the Jewish People by saying: "You today are like the stars of 

the Heavens"? 

1:10 - They are an eternal people, just as the sun, moon and stars are eternal. 

"Apikorsim" (those who denigrate Talmud scholars) observed Moshes every move in 

order to accuse him. What did they observe, and what did they accuse him of? 

1:13 They observed the time he left home in the morning. If Moshe left early, they 

accused him of having family problems (which drove him from his home). If he left late, 

they accused him of staying home in order to plot evil against them. 

Moshe was looking for several qualities in the judges he chose. Which quality couldn't 

he find? 

1:15 - Men of understanding. 

Moshe told the judges, "The case that is too hard for you, bring it to me." How was he 

punished for this statement? 

1:17 - When the daughters of Tzlofchad asked him a halachic question, the law was 

concealed from him. 

Why did Moshe describe the desert as great and frightful? 

1:19 - Because the Jewish People saw huge, frightening snakes and scorpions in the 

desert. 

Which tribe was not represented among the spies? 

1:23 - Levi. 

Which city did Calev inherit? 

1:36 - Hebron. 

How many kingdoms was Avraham promised? How many were conquered by 

Yehoshua? 

2:5 - Avraham was promised the land of ten kingdoms. Yehoshua conquered seven. 

The lands of Moav, Ammon and Esav will be received in the time of the mashiach. 

Why were the Jewish People forbidden to provoke Ammon? 



2:9 - This was a reward for Lots younger daughter, the mother of Ammon, for 

concealing her fathers improper conduct. 

Why were the Jewish People not permitted to conquer the Philistines? 

2:23 - Because Avraham had made a peace treaty with Avimelech, King of the 

Philistines. 

How did Hashem instill the dread of the Jewish People into the nations of the world? 

2:25 - During the battle against Og, the sun stood still for the sake of the Jewish People, 

and the whole world saw this. 

Why did Moshe fear Og? 

3:2 - Og possessed merit for having once helped Avraham. 

Who was instrumental in destroying the Refaim? 

3:11 - Amrafel. 

What was the advantage of Reuven and Gad leading the way into battle? 

3:18 - They were mighty men, and the enemy would succumb to them. 

 
Story about the destruction of the Bais Hamikdash 

Rabbi Yochanan said: It is written (Proverbs 28), "Happy is the man who is always 

afraid (about what may come from his actions), but he who hardens his heart will fall 

into mischief." 

For because of Kamza and Bar Kamza Yerushalayim was destroyed. 

There was a man in Yerushalayim who had a friend called Kamza, and an enemy by 

name of Bar Kamza. One day this man gave a party and told his servant to invite his 

friend Kamza to it. 

But he went, by mistake, and called Bar Kamza. Bar Kamza thought that the other 

wished to make peace with him. 

He found this very decent of him, for now that he considered the matter he found that he 

himself had contributed at least as much to their quarrels as the other. He made up his 

mind to greet the man as if nothing had ever happened; later he would take him aside 

and make a proper apology. 

The day of the party came, and Bar Kamza went to his host's house, dressed in his best 

attire. Music greeted him in the brilliantly lit reception hall. The room was filling with all 

the most important people in town, Bar Kamza exchanged greetings with those he 

knew. He noticed their surprise at seeing him there, but they  must have drawn the 

same conclusion from the invitation as he had done. Indeed, his closer friends 

congratulated him on having made up the quarrel. 



Suddenly the host of the evening joined  the group. When he noticed Bar Kamza he 

stopped in astonishment. Then, reddening with anger, he said: "What are you doing 

here! Don't you know that I hate the sight of you?" 

Bar Kamza grew pale. "But you invited me!" he began. "I thought..." He stopped, then 

went on, "There must have been some mistake. I'm sorry I came, but it wasn't my fault. 

But now that I'm here, please let me stay; don't shame me in front of everyone. If you 

like I'll pay for my meal..." 

"No!" choked the other. "Go home! You are spoiling my evening." 

Bar Kamza was angry himself now, but he controlled himself. "Please!" he pleaded. "Be 

reasonable. I'll pay half the cost of your party!" The other merely shook his head, 

shaking his clenched fists. "I'll pay for the whole party!" suggested Bar Kamza. "Only 

don't do this to me!" 

The words sounded very loud. A hush had fallen on the room. Everyone was looking at 

them. 

The host came up to Bar Kamza, took him by the arm and pointed to the door. 

Slowly Bar Kamza walked out. Surely all could see that the other man was behaving 

badly; surely someone would intervene, protest against this outrage! But everyone 

stood still, looking the other way. 

Hardly was he out of the door, when conversation and music started again. 

Outside in the dark stood Bar Kamza, looking at the lighted windows, choking with fury 

and disgust. How rotten they were, all these rich and honored people, yes, and the 

learned men too! Not one of them had spoken up; not one of them had left  the place of 

that ugly scene. 

Where was their piety, their learning? Was this the town called the home of justice? By 

the Sanctuary, he would make them sorry for this! All of them, rich and poor, ignorant 

and learned - they were all alike! 

It was easy to make trouble just then. Judea was a Roman province, but there were 

many Senators who held that the Jews must be put down completely - to make the 

country a safe base for the campaigns planned against Persia. The other inhabitants,. 

Greeks, Idumeans and so on, could always be managed; but the Jews were wealthy 

and proud and looked down upon the Romans as heathen and barbarians, and they 

were not even afraid of picking fights with the invincible Roman Army. Had they not 

rioted a year ago, when all that had happened was that tne Roman soldier, probably 

after too many drinks, had insulted their Beis Hamikdosh? 

And from the reports of Governor Gestius it looked as if the Jews were on the point of 

rebellion. It was true, he was a tough one, this Gestius; and even loyal friends of Rome 



had sent petitions for his removal, but if there had to be a showdown, then maybe it was 

best that he should go on provoking the Jews ... 

Now this Jew Bar Kamza had arrived, and was pestering everyone to listen to his 

"reliable information." He claimed that the Jews were in rebellion already, and preparing 

to attack. He was given a hearing before a group of Senators.  "The  Jews  of  

Yerushalayim,"  he proclaimed, "regard themselves as independent of Rome, and treat 

the Emperor as an enemy!" 

"How can you prove it?" asked the senior member of the Committee. "How do you 

propose to prove a thing that you admit exists only in the minds of your people?" 

"I have a way of proving it," answered Bar Kamza. "Let the Emperor send an offering to 

the Beis Hamikdosh. Let me travel with it, together with officers and men whom you can 

trust. 

I predict that the offering will be refused; they will not sacrifice it, for they are at war with 

Rome." 

It was decided to make the test. A fatted  calf was chosen. A troop of soldiers was 

appointed to watch it and its  keeper, and they and Bar Kamza sailed for Jaffa on a 

warship. 

They landed without mishap and set out for Yerushalayim. The calf was carried on a 

wagon for, Bar Kamza insisted, it must not be tired and ill-looking, or the Jews would 

have an excuse to refuse it as unsuitable. 

Indeed, he said, the offering and its escort must all look their beat when they entered 

Yerushalayim. So camp was made before entering, and the soldiers polished their 

equipment. "I shall wash and groom the offering myself," said Bar Kamza. "It looks a 

little shaggy." He was allowed to do so, and he made it look very beautiful indeed - but 

he managed to make a tiny  nick in one eyelid. This, he knew, was a blemish by the 

Torah, although the Romans would not call it one. 

The news had been sent ahead, and the troop was joined by a detachment from the 

Jerusalem Garrison. They entered the Gate in festive procession. When they arrived at 

the Temple Gates, a delegation  headed by the Kohen Gadol welcomed them. 

Speeches were exchanged, and the Kohen Gadol himself took the animal to the inner 

court, while the soldiers - who, as gentiles, could not enter were entertained in the outer 

court while preparations were made for the sacrifice. 

The Kohen Gadol, however, did not go to  the Hall set aside for offerings. He went 

straight to the "Hall of Square Stones," to ask the advice of the Sanhedrin, for he had 

noticed the blemish at once. He had sent Bar Kamza to wait in one of the Priests' Halls 

with a number of young priests to keep him company - and (as they had understood) to 

guard him well. 



The Rabbis saw at once that there was indeed a blemish, and that it had been made the 

same day, in just such a place where the Romans would not regard it as a blemish - 

and obviously by someone who knew the Law, by Bar Kamza himself. But what was to 

be done? 

Unfortunately, this was not just a question of law. One had to consider what the 

Romans would say - and the Jews. There had just been a furious dispute among the 

people about the whole question of accepting sacrifices from gentiles. This had always 

been done, and it was the law; but the War Party - led by Eliezer, the son - and enemy -

- of the Kohen Gadol Anani, declared that it was an insult to the Beis Hamikdosh to offer 

sacrifices for the benefit of the oppressors. 

One Rabbi suggested that because of the danger from the Romans it was allowed to 

break the law and offer up the animal - to save the many lives that might be lost if this 

was not done. Most of the Rabbis tended to agree - but one, Rabbi Zecharya ben 

Avkilas, whose piety they all respected, spoke against it: "Shall it be said that blemished 

animals are offered up on the Holy Altar?" For the moment no one had an answer. 

The youngest of the Rabbis had got up to speak. "Let us exchange the animal for a 

good one. The soldiers will not notice it from where they will stand outside the Gate." 

"And Bar Kamza?" asked an elder Rabbi.  "He will tell them!" 

"Bar Kamza," answered the young Rabbi, "Bar Kamza is a traitor. He is trying to bring 

evil upon our people. It is the law that a man trying to kill another must be stopped, even 

if he has to be killed first. By that rule, Bar Kamza must not return to Rome alive!" 

The Rabbis were pondering this suggestion when Rabbi Zecharya spoke again: "Will 

you have it said that a man was condemned to death merely for inflicting a blemish on a 

sacrifice?" 

Before anyone could answer, the door was torn open. Bar Kamza was outside. He had 

insisted on keeping his eye on the calf, and the guards had brought him along. Staying 

outside, where the Romans could see him, he demanded in a loud voice and speaking 

in Latin: 

"What are you doing to the Emperor's offering?" 

The Kohen Gadol answered him, "Peace, Bar Kamza; you are disturbing the 

deliberations of the Sanhedrin!" 

"What is there to debate?" shouted the traitor. "Don't you know whether you are loyal to 

the Emperor or not?" 

“Keep quiet please!" pleaded the Kohen Gadol. "The Rabbis must decide whether the 

calf is fit for sacrifice. It has a wound on an eyelid. We may have to wait till it heals 

up ..." 



"You are lying!" trumpeted Bar Kamza. "Anyone can see that this calf is the best that 

even the Emperor could have found, and you are insulting him by doubting it. I demand 

that you let me take it back before you do any harm to it!" And he strode in, and took 

hold of the calf. 

Before anyone had decided what to do, he was on his way back to the soldiers. 

Immediately they rode off- for Rome. 

The War Party were jubilant. They had only been waiting for something like this. Anyone 

who spoke of explaining, or apologizing to the Romans was lucky if he survived the next 

night. 

The Kohen Gadol himself was led by zealots. It was war, and the longer Judea held out 

against the legions, the clearer it became that all the attempts that were made to stop 

were doomed to failure. 

When the Romans first expeditionary Army was routed, both sides became even 

moredetermined to fight to a finish. The Romans to save their prestige, the zealots 

because they had seen the Romans not so Invincible. 

Three years later the Beis Hamikdosh lay in ruins. 

 
 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


