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Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 

The Torah is not written in the order in which events happened, and this week's parshah 

jumps to the end of the Jews' forty years in the desert, the 38th year, to be exact. We 

begin by learning about a special mitzvah that enables a Jew who is tameh--impure-- to 

become pure again and thus be allowed in the Mishkan. This is the commandment of 

the parah adumah, the red cow. If someone becomes impure because of contact with a 

dead body, the ashes of the parah adumah, together with cedar wood, a branch of 

hyssop, and wool, can purify him.  

When the People of Israel arrived in the desert of Zin, Miriam passed away, and the well 

of water that they had always had in her merit dried up. So the people had no water and 

complained to Moses. G-d told Moses to talk to the rock and tell it to bring forth water. 

But Moses instead hit the rock with his stick, and water gushed out. G-d then told 

Moses that because he did not follow his instructions exactly, he would not be able to 

go into the Land of Israel. 

The Jews wanted to continue traveling towards Israel, so they sent messengers to the 

king of Edom asking him permission to pass through Edom's land, which was next in 

their route. The king responded that they may not travel through his land, and if they try 

to, he will come and kill everybody. The Jews said that they would not take any food or 

drink any water, they would just walk on the road so they could get to the other side, but 

the king still said absolutely not. So the Jews had to take a longer route to get around 

the land of Edom. 

G-d told Moses to take Aaron and his son Eliezer up a mountain called Mount Hor. 

There, Moses took Aaron's clothing and put it on Eliezer, and Aaron lay down and 

passed away. When the Jews saw Moses and Eliezer come down alone, they realized 

that Aaron had passed away, and everyone began to weep. They mourned for 30 days.  

The extra long journey around the land of Edom discouraged the Jews, and they 

complained again to Moses. Poisonous snakes then attacked the camp, and G-d told 



Moses to put up a brass serpent high on a pole. Everyone who had been bitten and 

then saw Moses' brass serpent was then healed.  

The Jews sing a song of thanks to G-d for the well that provided them with water in the 

desert.  

Now the Jews reach another land that they have to pass through. So they send a 
message to Sihon, King of the Amorites, asking for permission to pass through his land. 
This time, Sihon did not just say no, he actually went out to war against the Jews. They 
fought back and won, gaining all of his three lands. Then Og, King of Bashan, came out 
to fight and the Jews beat him too and conquered his land 
 
Parsha Questions: 
 
Q: How does a Jew become pure after coming in contact with a dead body? 
A: He must be sprinkled with the ashes of the red heifer 
Q: In whose merit did we have the well of water in the desert? 
A: Miriam 
Q: When she died, what happened? 
A: The well dried up 
Q: What did Hashem tell Moshe to do? 
A: Speak to the rock and water will come out 
Q: What did he do? 
A: He hot the rock 
Q: What did the Jews do when they wanted to pass through the land of Edom? 
A: They asked permission, and the king said no 
Q: How long did the Jews mourn for Aharon for? 
A: 30 days 
Q: What animal attacked the Jews when they complained? 
A: Snakes 
Q: What did Moshe do? 
A: He put a brass snake on top of a pole and they looked at it and were healed 
Q: When the Jews wanted to pass through the land of Sichon, what did they do? 
A: They asked permission  
Q: What did Sichon respond and what did he do? 
A: He said no, and he came out to war 
Q: What was the result of this event? 
A: The Jews won and inherited his land 
Q: Who else came out to fight? 
A: Og the king of  Bashan 
Q: What happened? 
A: They beat him and inherited his land as well 
 
 
 



Harder Questions: 
 
 
Q: "Take a perfect Para Aduma (red heifer)." What does the word "perfect" temima 
mean in this context? 
A: 19:2 - Perfectly red. 
Q: How many non-red hairs disqualify a cow as a Para Aduma? 
A: 19:2 - Two. 
Q: A man dies in a tent. What happens to the sealed metal and earthenware utensils in 
the tent? 
A: 19:14,15 - The metal utensils are impure for seven days, even if they are sealed. The 
sealed earthenware vessels are unaffected. 
Q: What happens to the one who: a) sprinkles the water mixed with the ashes of the 
Para Aduma; b) touches the water; c) carries the water? 
A: 19:21 - a) Remains tahor; b) He, but not his clothing, contracts tumah; c) He and his 
clothing contract tumah. 
Q: Why was the mitzvah of the Para Aduma entrusted to Elazar rather than to Aharon? 
A: 19:22 - Because Aharon was involved in the sin of the golden calf. 
Q: Why does the Torah stress that all of the congregation came to Midbar Tzin? 
A: 20:1 - To teach that they were all fit to enter the Land; everyone involved in the sin of 
the spies already died. 
Q: Why is Miriam's death taught after the law of Para Aduma? 
A: 20:1 - To teach that just as sacrifices bring atonement, so too does the death of the 
righteous. 
Q: During their journey in the midbar, in whose merit did the Jewish People receive 
water? 
A: 20:2 - Miriam's. 
Q: Why did Moshe need to strike the rock a second time? 
A: 20:11 - After he hit it the first time, only a few drops came out since he was 
commanded to speak to the rock. 
Q: When Moshe told the King of Edom that the Jewish People would not drink from the 
well-water, to which well did he refer? What do we learn from this? 
A: 20:17 - To the well that traveled with the nation in the midbar. This teaches that one 
who has adequate provisions should nevertheless purchase goods from his host in 
order to benefit the host. 
Q: The cloud that led the Jewish People leveled all mountains in their path except three. 
Which three and why? 
A: 20:22 - Har Sinai for receiving the Torah, Har Nevo for Moshe's burial, and Hor 
Hahar for Aharon's burial. 
Q: Why did the entire congregation mourn Aharon's death? 
A: 20:29 - Aharon made peace between contending parties and between spouses. 
Thus, everybody mourned him. 
Q: What disappeared when Aharon died? 
A: 20:29 - The clouds of glory disappeared, since they sheltered the Jews in Aharon's 
merit. 
Q: Which "inhabitant of the South" (21:1) attacked the Jews? 



A: 21:1 - Amalek. 
Q: For what two reasons did G-d punish the people with snakes specifically? 
A: 21:6 - The original snake, which was punished for speaking evil, is fitting to punish 
those who spoke evil about G-d and about Moshe. And the snake, to which everything 
tastes like dust, is fitting to punish those who complained about the manna which 
changed to any desired taste. 
Q: Why did the Jewish People camp in Arnon, rather than pass through Moav to enter 
Eretz Canaan? 
A: 21:13 - Moav refused them passage. 
Q: What miracle took place at the valley of Arnon? 
A: 21:15 - The Amorites hid in caves in the mountain on the Moabite side of the valley in 
order to ambush the Jews. When the Jews approached, the mountain on the Eretz 
Canaan side of the valley moved close to the other mountain and the Amorites were 
crushed. 
Q: What was the "strength" of Amon that prevented the Jewish People from entering 
into their Land? 
A: 21:24 - G-d's command, "Do not harass them" (Devarim 2:19). 
Q: Why was Moshe afraid of Og? 
A: 21:34 - Og had once been of service to Avraham. Moshe was afraid that this merit 
would assist Og in battle. 
Q: Who killed Og? 
A: 21:35 - Moshe. 
 
Good Shabbos!! 


