
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Bo 
6 Sh’vat  

 

Tefillah of the Week: 
 

 אשר מלך בטרם כל יציר נברא  אדון עולם 
 

Master of the World, who reigned before all beings were created. 
 
The first person to refer to Hashem as “Master” was Avraham Avinu, which 
is one of the reasons we say this prayer at Shachris, the morning service, 
which was instituted by Avraham. 
 
The Poem of Adon Olam dates back to around the year 1100. We’re not 
exactly sure who wrote it. 
 
The difference between a Master and a King is that a Master has a much 
more personal relationship with his servant than a king does. This is why 
we refer to Hashem as our Master, because he deals with each of us on 
such a personal level. 
The last words of the prayer are “G-d is with me, I will not fear”, which is 
based on a verse in Tehillim, said by David Hamelech, for we understand 
that when Hashem is guiding our lives, we have nothing to fear, because 
even if it seems bad, it’s Hashem doing it and he’s taking care of us. 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 
Pharaoh still refuses to let the Jews leave Egypt, so G-d brings more 
plagues on Egypt. In the eighth plague, a very strong wind brings in great 
swarms of locusts, which are like grasshoppers. There are so many of 
them that they darken the earth and eat all the greenery, plants and fruits 
from the trees, and there is no more food in the land of Egypt.  
 
Discuss- Why did G-d have to make the wind blow to bring the locust? 
(When Hashem make miracles, he tries to make it in a natural way) 
 



Pharaoh refuses to let the Jews go, so in the ninth plague, G-d brings a 
very thick darkness on Egypt. For seven full days, all of Egypt (except for 
the homes of the Jews) is covered in complete and total darkness. The 
Egyptians can't see anything at all, and for the last three days of the 
plague, the darkness is so thick that they can't even move!  
 
Discuss – What did the Jews do during this time? (they went to the homes 
of the Egyptians and found out where their gold and silver was so that they 
could collect it on the way out of Egypt) 
 
Pharaoh still remains stubborn, so G-d will bring one final plague upon him 
and his people. But before that, G-d gives the Jews some important things 
to do. In fact, the Jews now get their very first mitzvah--a special 
commandment from G-d. Eventually, the Jews receive many mitzvot, but 
this first one establishes that special connection. In this mitzvah, the Jews 
are commanded to set up a calendar based on the cycle of the moon. And 
this is the same Jewish calendar that we use today, over three thousand 
years later! Next the Jews must each bring a sacrifice of a goat or a lamb 
and brush the blood on to their doorposts. This way, when the final plague 
comes, G-d will know which houses to pass over. (All these miracles are 
celebrated on a special Jewish holiday called Passover--because G-d 
passed over the Jewish homes.) The Jews must then eat the roasted meat 
with Matzah and bitter herbs.  
 
Discuss – Why did Hashem have to give them Mitzvos now? Why not wait 
until they left Egypt? (Hashem was giving us the opportunity to begin a two-
way relationship with Him, not just always receiving gifts from him) 
 
Now, for the tenth and final plague: On the fourteenth of the month of 
Nissan, at exactly midnight, every Egyptian firstborn dies. Pharaoh is 
terrified, for he himself is a firstborn; he jumps out of bed and rushes to find 
Moses and Aaron. When he does, he simply shouts frantically, "Go! Go! 
Leave this land, you and all the Jews. Take your sheep and your cattle and 
whatever you want. JUST GO!" And with that, after 210 years of slavery, 
Pharaoh practically chases the Jews out of Egypt. So they leave quickly, so 
quickly, in fact, that their dough does not have time to rise and and 
becomes matzah--the very same flat bread that we eat on Passover. But 
they do have time to ask the Egyptians for their gold and silver, emptying 
Egypt of all its wealth.  
 



Discuss – Is it proper that the Jews took the gold and silver from the 
Egyptians? 
 
Now that the Jews are free, G-d tells Moses about the holiday that they will 
be celebrating each year to remember the occasion, Passover, by eating 
Matza and telling the story to their children. The Jews also receive the 
mitzvah of Tefillin, special boxes that are put on the head and arm to 
remind us of our exodus from Egypt and the connection we feel to G-d 
since then. 
 
Discuss-  Why are Tefillin put on the head and arm? (the head is our 
thoughts and the arm is next to our heart, our emotions – we are “binding” 
our thoughts and emotions to G-d) 
 
Mitzvah of the Week 
 
There is a positive commandment to eat Matzah at the seder to 
commemorate our leaving Egypt. By eating Matzah, poor man’s bread and 
not eating Chometz, free man’s bread, we are showing that we are not in 
control of our destiny. It is G-d that rules our lives and it was He that freed 
us from slavery. However, Matzah also represents that we left Egypt in 
haste and didn’t leave time for it to bake fully, which implies that we are 
indeed free.  Matzah represents both freedom and slavery. We are 
recognizing that both good times and bad times come from Hashem. Just 
like by the Jews in Egypt, their “bad times” were what transformed them 
into a nation, so too, our difficult times in life what transforms us into 
something greater than what we were before. 
 
Fast Fact – A hand matzah is baked at 1000 degrees Fahrenheit and takes 
15 seconds to bake. 
 
Parsha Questions  
Q: What was the eighth plague? 
A: Locusts  
 
Q: What did they do? 
A: Ate all of the remaining food in Egypt 
 
Q: How did G-d bring the locusts into Egypt? 
A: With a very strong wind 



Q: What was the Ninth plague? 
A: Darkness 
 
Q: What was unique about this darkness? 
A: It got so dark, they couldn’t even move 
 
Q: What did the Jews do during this darkness? 
A: They found out where the Egyptians kept their treasures 
 
Q: What was the first Mitzvah the Jews received as a nation? 
A: To set up a calendar based on the moon 
 
Q: What was the second Mitzvah we received as a nation? 
A: To slaughter a lamb and spread the blood on our doorposts 
 
Q: How is this lamb eaten? 
A: roasted, eaten with Matzah and bitter herbs 
 
Q: What was the last and final plague? 
A: The killing of the first born of all Egyptians 
 
Q: What did Pharaoh do? 
A: He got out of bed and ran to find Moshe and Aharon and commanded 
them to leave the land as soon as possible 
 
Q: What did the Jews do before they left? 
A: Got all the gold and silver from the Egyptians 
 
Q: What did Moshe tell the Jews to do as a commemoration of their leaving 
Egypt? 
A: To keep the Passover holiday and tell the story over to their children, to 
wear tefillin which reminds us of the connection our heart and mind have 
with Hashem 
 
  



Harder Questions: 

1. What was Pharaoh's excuse for not releasing the Jewish children? 
10:11 - Since children don't bring sacrifices there was no need for 
them to go. 

2. How did the locusts in the time of Moshe differ from those in the days 
of Yoel? 
10:14 - The plague brought by Moshe was composed of one 
species of locust, whereas the plague in the days of Yoel was 
composed of many species. 

3. How did the first three days of darkness differ from the last three? 
10:22 - During the first three days the Egyptians couldn't see. 
During the last three days they couldn't move. 

4. When the Jews asked the Egyptians for gold and silver vessels, the 
Egyptians were unable to deny ownership of such vessels. Why? 
10:22 - During the plague of darkness the Jews could see and 
they searched for and found the Egyptians' vessels. 

5. Makat bechorot took place at exactly midnight. Why did Moshe say it 
would take place at approximately midnight? 
11:4 - If Moshe said the plague would begin exactly at midnight, 
the Egyptians might miscalculate and accuse Moshe of being a 
fake. 

6. Why did the first-born of the animals die? 
11:5 - Because the Egyptians worshiped them as gods, and when 
G-d punishes a nation He also punishes its gods. 

7. How did Moshe show respect to Pharaoh when he warned him about 
the aftermath of the plague of the first-born? 
11:8 - Moshe warned that "All these servants of yours will come 
down to me" when, in fact, it was Pharaoh himself who actually 
came running to Moshe. 

8. G-d told Moshe "so that My wonders will be multiplied" (11:9 ). What 
three wonders was G-d referring to? 
11:9 - The plague of the first-born, the splitting of the sea, the 
drowning of the Egyptian soldiers. 

9. Why did G-d command the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh to Aharon, and 
not only to Moshe? 
12:1 - As reward for his efforts in bringing about the plagues. 

10. Up to what age is an animal fit to be a Pesach offering? 
12:5 - One year. 



11. Prior to the Exodus from Egypt, what two mitzvot involving blood did 
G-d give to the Jewish People? 
12:6 - Circumcision and Korban Pesach. 

12. Rashi gives two explanations of the word "Pasachti ." What are they? 
12:13 - "I had mercy" and "I skipped." 

13. Why were the Jews told to stay indoors during makat bechorot? 
12:22 - Since it was a night of destruction, it was not safe for 
anyone to leave the protected premises of his home. 

14. What was Pharaoh screaming as he ran from door to door the night 
of makat bechorot ? 
12:31 - "Where does Moshe live? Where does Aharon live?" 

15. Why did Pharaoh ask Moshe to bless him? 
12:32 - So he wouldn't die, for he himself was a first-born. 

16. Why did the Jewish People carry their matzah on their shoulders 
rather than have their animals carry it? 
12:34 - Because the commandment of matzah was dear to them. 

17. Who comprised the erev rav (mixed multitude)? 
12:38 - People from other nations who became converts. 

18. What three historical events occurred on the 15th of Nissan, prior to 
the event of the Exodus from Egypt? 
12:41 - The angels came to promise that Sarah would have a son, 
Yitzchak was born, and the exile of the "covenant between the 
parts" was decreed. 

19. What is the source of the "milk and honey" found in Eretz Yisrael ? 
13:5 - Goat milk, date and fig honey. 

20. The only non-kosher animal whose first-born is redeemed is the 
donkey. What did the donkeys do to "earn" this distinction? 
13:13 - They helped the Jews by carrying silver and gold out of 
Egypt. 

 

Good Shabbos!!! 


