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11 Cheshvan Yahrzeit of our Matriarch Rachel 

 

When Avram got in trouble with the local authorities for preaching monotheism Terach took him and his 

brother Nachor and immigrated to Charan in southeastern Turkey. Avrom moved on to Israel, but 

Nachor remained in Charan. One of Nachor’s sons was Besuel and one of Besuels sons was Lavan. Lavan 

married Adina. For years they had no sons, but they did have twin daughters the older being Leah and 

the younger Rachel. In the meantime, Yitzchok (Lavans first cousin once removed) also had twins. It was 

assumed that someday the elder of the twins, Eisav would marry the elder of Lavan’s twins Leah and the 

younger Yaacov would marry the younger Rachel.  

Yaacov had to flee the evil intentions of his brother Eisav, so he went to be with his kin in Charan. When 

Yaacov arrived in Charan, Lavans twin daughters were 15 years old. After working for Lavan for seven 

years Yaacov was supposed to marry Rachel, but Lavan substituted the older Leah in her stead. Rachel, 

sensitive to the gross embarrassment Leah would suffer if she were found out, gave Leah the signals 

that she and Yaacov had agreed upon. Yaacov was outraged when he found out he had been tricked but 

the deal was done. He subsequently married Rachel. At that time, the sisters were 22 years old. Rachel 

gave birth to Yosef and was pregnant again when the family left Charan to return to Israel.  

While passing through the city of Bethlehem Rachel went into labor. She struggled and gave birth. The 

midwives told her she had delivered a boy. She exclaimed he is “‘ben oni’ the son of my travail” and she 

expired. Yaacov named the boy Binyomin. Binyomin’s birthday is his mother's Yahrzeit. Interestingly 

Binyomin died 109 years later on 11 Cheshvan. 

 Although it was already the month of Cheshvan it was extremely hot, and the rains had not yet come. 

Yaacov (as he later explains to Yosef) decided to bury Racher right there along the road. He feared that 

waiting until they reached Hebron would be a desecration of her body. Yaacov's sons each placed a large 

stone over the grave and Yaacov placed one on top of the others so that the grave was marked by a 

tower of twelve stones. When Yaacov asked Joseph to bury him in the cave of Machpela, Yosef 

suggested that his mother be reinterred there also. Yaacov rejected that suggestion. He explained that 

Rachel serves as a beacon to the children who will pass her grave on their way into exile but will also 

walk along the same road upon their return. The prophet Jeremiah paints the picture of Rachel by the 

side of the road longing for her exiled children to return. She cries and cries and cannot be consoled. 

Hashem reassures her that she serves a purpose. Her tears are not ignored. Just the opposite in their 

merit her children will return to their borders. Some commentators suggest that prayer at the tomb of 

Rachel is even more powerful than prayer at the Cave of Machpela. Indeed, it is only Rachel that in 

addition to her righteousness also has tremendous merit to her credit for having saved her sister from 

embarrassment. It is owing to her concern about her sister’s dignity over her own that G-d specifically 

shows Divine mercy to those who pray there.  



In the 19th century on one of his visits to the Holy land the philanthropist Moses Montefiore had a 

building erected over Rachel’s tomb to protect it from Arab vandals. Today Rachel’s tomb is regularly 

visited by the brokenhearted who pour out their hearts at the burial site of the mother Rachel who longs 

for the return of her children.     


