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Tragedies of 9 Av Familiar and less known. 

The familiar tragedies of  9 Av are as follows.  

➢ Around 1312 BCE, the spies returned to the wilderness from their reconnaissance of Israel with 

a negative report about Israel. The Children of Israel despaired of conquering the land and were 

condemned to spend 39 more years in the wilderness. 

➢ The 1st Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed around 500 BCE.  

➢ The 2nd Temple was destroyed around 70m CE. 

➢ Expulsion from Spain 1490 AD. 

➢ The outbreak of WWI 1914. 

 

I would like to add less know fascinating facts to the 9 Av timeline. 

According to Kabbalistic sources the struggle between Jacob and the angel occurred on 9 Av. At the 

conclusion of the story the Torah states “therefore the children of Israel shall not eat the sciatic sinew”. 

The kabbalists say therefore the children of Israel shall not eat … on the 9th of Av. As we know the angel 

who represents Eisav attempted to destroy Jacob. Jacob survived but he was limping. The is a portent of 

things to come for the Jews who would be challenged over and over again on 9 Av by the forces of Eisav. 

They would emerge alive but limping. 

When the spies returned to the camp in the desert the people lost hope and wanted to return to Egypt. 

Moses told them that due to their lack of faith they would not enter the land but would instead die in 

the desert. Upon hearing this evil decree, a group of people changed their mind and decided they would 

go to Israel. They armed themselves and set out. Moshe warned them “Don’t do it.  G-d is not with you” 

but they ignored him. They were met by a force of Amalek and Canaan who defeated them. The Torah 

says “the enemy stung them like bees”. This is a curious description. The midrash explains that just as 

some bees die after stinging their victim, so did these Amalek and Canaanite soldiers die after killing one 

of the Children of Israel. G-d did not want the Jews to be successful and therefore they were defeated. 

He also did not want their enemies to revel in their success. Therefore, the victorious soldiers also died. 

So, we have seen in our long history that all who have smitten the Jews have ultimately met with 

destruction themselves. 

May the 9th day of Av be celebrated next year as a holiday in the rebuilt city of Jerusalem. 


