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The amazing story of the rescue at Entebbe has been told in books, movies and plays. The basic facts are 

these: On June 27, 1976, an Air France plane left Tel Aviv for France with a stop in Athens. Eight minutes 

after taking off from Athens the plane was hijacked by two Palestinians from the Popular Front for the 

Liberation of Palestine and two Germans from the Revolutionary Cells, a fringe leftist terrorist group. 

They had the plane flown to Benghazi, Libya and then to Uganda, having received the support of the 

country’s dictator Idi Amin. They released all non-Israeli and non-Jewish passengers, save for the flight 

crew and a few others who decided to remain with the Jewish hostages at Entebbe Airport. The 

hijackers demanded the release of 53 pro-Palestinian terrorists and $5 million in exchange for the 

hostages. 

 In the days that followed, Israel’s security services considered a number of responses, both rescue 

operations and capitulation to the terrorists’ demands. Ultimately, in extremely little time and with 

limited intelligence about the conditions at the airport, Israel opted for a rescue mission. On July 3, four 

C-130 cargo planes flew roughly 100 commandos 2500 miles to Uganda, stopping in Kenya to refuel 

along the way. A Mercedes sedan, similar to one once used by Amin, was brought along, as were Land 

Rovers of the same model as his security detail used, in an effort to trick the Ugandan sentries into 

allowing the Israeli commandos to drive up to the terminal where the hostages were being held. Shortly 

after landing, however, things went south as a Ugandan soldier apparently saw that the Mercedes was 

black, not the white model that Amin had begun using. There are differing accounts of what happened 

next, but a firefight broke out and as a result, Yoni Netanyahu, who commanded the mission, was fatally 

wounded. 

Yet the Israeli force was able to enter the terminal. All of the terrorists were killed as well as a number of 

Ugandan soldiers. Sadly, three of the hostages were killed in the crossfire. One of the casualties was a 

French Jew who obviously didn’t understand the instruction in Hebrew to stay down and instead 

jumped up.  A fourth hostage, Dora Bloch, who had been taken to a hospital days before, was executed 

by Ugandan agents after the fact as revenge for the raid. On July 4th, 1976, 6 Tammuz, as the US 

celebrated its bi centennial, Israel and Jews worldwide celebrated the liberation of 103 hostages. 

In July 2019 Anne Neuberger an Orthodox Jewish woman, was appointed to head the United States 

National Security Agency’s (NSA) new Cyber Security Directorate. After attending the Bais Yaakov Jewish 

day school for girls in Brooklyn, Neuberger graduated from Touro College in New York and then 

Columbia Business School. Neuberger was employed by the NSA for a decade prior to her appointment 

as Cyber Security Director.  

And what does Anne Neuberger have to do with the rescue at Entebbe? Anne’s parents, both Holocaust 

survivors, were passengers on Air France flight 139. “My parents had American passports, but because 

my father wore a kippah, they knew he was Jewish and decided to keep him, too,” Anne related in a 

Forwards interview. Anne Neuberger became Cyber Security Director in 2019, 43 years after her 

parents' miraculous rescue from Entebbe. Anne was 43 years old, 103 hostages were saved as well as 

their posterity and all of those impacted by them. 


