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Rabbi Judah HaNassi completed the Mishnah in 189 CE. The Mishna presents the oral 

Torah but only the headlines. As soon as the Mishna was completed, Yeshivas in Israel 

and Babylon began discussing and clarifying it. The sages in these schools are known 

as Amoraim or speakers. The discussions of the Amoraim in the land of Israel from 

around 200-350 CE form the Jerusalem Talmud. After 350 CE Christian persecution 

made life untenable in Israel and the Yeshivas there closed. Many of  the scholars fled 

to Babylon. Bolstered by the arrival of sages from Israel the Babylonian Yeshivas 

continued robust analysis of the Mishna for nearly 100 more years. 

 

In the first decades of the 5th century, Rav Ashi (d. 427) and Ravina I (d. 421) led a 

group of the Amoraim in the massive undertaking of compiling a Babylonian Talmud -- 

collecting and editing the discussions, debates, and rulings of hundreds of scholars and 

sages which had taken place since the compilation of the Mishnah. When Ravina I 

passed away his nephew Ravina b. R 'Huna, whom he had raised, took over and it was 

he and his colleagues who finished the Babylonian Talmud that we have today. Ravina 

II passed away on the 13th of Kislev of the year 475 CE. After Ravina II, no further 

additions were made to the Talmud, with the exception of minimal editing. The date of 

the passing of Ravina II thus marks the point at which the Talmud was "closed". With 

the closing of the Talmud, no further interpretations of the Mishnah are introduced 

although interpretations of the Gemara abound until this very day. 

 

Ravina II’s name is really Rav Avina but he is almost always referred to in the Talmud 

as Ravina. Semicha (ordination) was only conferred in Israel. Therefore, all of the sages 

in Israel who received semicha are called Rebbe while Babylonian sages, who did not 

receive semicha, are called Rav (the great) a term of respect. Ravina II‘s father Rav 

Huna died when Ravina was so young that he had no memory of him. Ravina’s mother 

undertook to communicate the halachic positions of her late husband to her son. Thus, 

Ravina’s first Rebbe was his mother. 


