
Fascinating Facts 

The lives of many Jews great and small are filled with unimaginable suffering. Yet some of 

these very same lives are filled with tremendous accomplishment. One of those is Rabbi Abraham 

Saba who was born in Castile, Spain in 1440. He spent the first 50 years of his life in parts of Spain 

where Jews lived in prosperity and security. He studied Kabbalah from Rabbi Isaac de Leon who was 

described as experienced in miracles. Rav Saba believed that many teachings of the Kabbalah could 

be appreciated by lay people and in some cases, Kabbala provided the only answer to problems in 

the Torah. His most famous work Tzror Hamor - A Bundle of Myrhh a commentary on the Five Books 

of the Torah is replete with Kabbalistic interpretations. Tzror Hamor was translated into English and 

published in five volumes in 2008.  

 At the time of the expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492 Rabbi Saba fled with his family to 

Portugal where he settled in Oporto (where Port wine comes from). Scarcely had he settled in Oporto 

when on December 24, 1496, King Manuel I of Portugal ordered all Jews expelled from Portugal, all 

Jewish children to become Christians, and all Hebrew books to be burned. Rav Saba's two sons were 

forcibly taken from him and baptized. He fled from Oporto, abandoning his entire library and 

succeeding only at the risk of his life in saving his own works in manuscript. 

 He fled to Lisbon, but before reaching there, he was told of a new order of the king decreeing 

the death of any Jew with whom a Hebrew book or tefillin were found. He hid his manuscripts and 

tefillin under an olive-tree and entered the city. Upon leaving Lisbon, he attempted to recover his 

hidden treasure, but he was discovered by the king's guards and thrown into prison. After six months 

in prison, he was expelled from Portugal. He went to Fez, Morocco, but soon after his arrival fell ill 

apparently as a result of his tribulations. On his recovery he recommitted to paper from memory many 

of his works which had been lost in Portugal. In addition to Tzror Hamor he recomposed Eshkol ha-

Kofer (A Cluster of Camphire), a commentary on the Book of Ruth and Book of Esther, Tzror ha-

Ḥayyim (Bundle of Life), commentaries on the Song of Songs and the treatise Berakhot, Tzror ha-

Kesef (Bundle of Silver), legal decisions, a commentary on the Book of Job also a commentary on 

Pirkei Avot. 

 After 10 years in Fez, Rav Saba decided to travel to Verona, Italy. While at sea a huge storm 

arose. Rav Saba became very ill. Everyone on board feared that they would soon die. The captain, 

taking a page from the Jonah story, went to the bedridden Rav Saba and implored him to pray for the 

survival of the ship. Rav Saba agreed on one condition. If he were to die before the ship reached 

safety the captain would not throw his body overboard but would see to it that his body should be 

delivered to the Jewish community of Verona. His prayer was heard, the storm abated, and the ship 



went safely on. Two days later on the 20th day of Shevat Rav Saba died. The captain, keeping his 

promise, brought the body to Verona, where it was buried with great honors. 

  

 


