
Remote Youth Groups!!! 
 
Parshas Vaeschanan  
16 Av 5782 
 
Parsha Summary and Discussion  
 

Moshe recounts how he pleaded with G-d to allow him entry into Israel. G-d 

refused this request, but instructed Moshe to climb a mountain from where 

he would see the Promised Land. Moshe enjoins the people to follow G-d's 

law, and never to add to or detract from it. Moshe uses the Baal Peor 

incident to demonstrate that those who remained faithful to G-d survived 

and thrived. 

 

Discuss-  Moshe prayed 515 times to be able to enter into the land of 

Israel. At that point Hashem asked him to please stop, because if he were 

to continue, Hashem would be forced to listen. What does that say about 

the power of prayer? 

 

Moshe implores the Israelites to treasure the Torah, praising its wisdom, its 

righteous and just precepts, and the closeness to G-d it affords. He 

admonishes them to never forget the day when G-d gave them the Torah, 

and vividly describes that awesome event, enjoining them to recount that 

day's events to their children and grandchildren.  

 

He then focuses on the divine revelation, reminding them that G-d did not 

appear as any image or form. Worshipping graven images, Moshe warns, 

will result in national exile and decimation. But even when exiled, G-d will 

not forsake His people, and eventually they will repent and return to G-d. 

This section concludes with Moshe extolling the Israelites' uniqueness: the 

only nation personally delivered by G-d from bondage, and the only people 

to whom G-d revealed Himself. 

 



Discuss – This is one of the proofs that the Torah is G-d given, for no other 

nation has had a national revelation as we have had, or even claimed to 

have had such a revelation. 

 

Moshe designates three cities of refuge on the eastern side of the Jordan 

River. These cities provided refuge for an individual who inadvertently 

murdered another. 

 
Moshe repeats the Ten Commandments, reminding the Israelites that the 
Sinai covenant was not limited to those who were physically present at 
Mount Sinai. 
 
Moshe describes the fright which gripped the nation following the revelation 

on Sinai. The leaders of the tribes approached Moshe and pleaded that he 

be the intermediary to transmit G-d's words to them, and G-d agreed. 

 

The next section begins with the first section of the Shema prayer. This 

paragraph contains the fundamental mitzvot of belief in G-d's unity, love of 

G-d, tefillin, mezuzah, and Torah study. The section continues with G-d's 

promise to give the Israelites a land filled with bounty and spoils. Moshe 

admonishes the people to never forget the Creator who provided them with 

this wealth. Moshe instructs the nation what to respond to their children 

who might inquire why they observe all the commandments: "We were 

slaves in Egypt, and G-d took us out in order that we serve Him, so that we 

could reap the rewards for doing so." 

 

The Jews are directed to destroy the inhabitants of Canaan along with their 

idols, and the prohibition against intermarriage is discussed. 

 

  



Special Shabbos 

This Shabbos is called Shabbos Nachamu, from the Haftorah, which 

begins with the words, Nachamu Nachamu Ami. It means that Hashem is 

consoling us that one day we will indeed have our Temple back and rebuilt 

and living on our land the way we are meant to be.  

 

Mitzvah of the Week 

Ten Commandments are repeated again in this week’s parsha. The Rabbis 
teach us that the first tablet are the commandments between man and G-d 
and the second tablet contains the commandments between man and 
fellow man. Interestingly enough, the fifth commandment (on the first tablet) 
is the commandment to honor parents. Why is that considered to be 
between man and G-d? 

 

Parsha Questions: 

1. Why did ה' tell משה to stop davening that he should be able to come into 
 ?ארץ ישראל

Because if משה would bring בני ישראל into  ארץ ישראל, and build the   בית
 ,עבירות  will do בני ישראל  would never destroy it.  And if the 'ה then ,המקדש
then ה' will have to destroy them  ח"ו] 

2. Why did ה' want משה to be buried in the מדבר? 

[Because in his זכות all of the בני ישראל who were buried in the  מדבר will get 
up for  תחית המתים] 

3. What did  משה tell  בני ישראל to do in order to come back from גלות? 

[Do ובהתש !] 

4. Why did  משה set up three ערי מקלט(cities for people who kill by accident) 
on the עבר הירדן even though he wouldn’t get to finish this מצוה by setting 
up more in ארץ ישראל? 

[Because he loved to do  מצות so much] 

5. How many of the  עשרת הדברות can you remember? 

 ...א.  אנוכי ה' אלוקיך ]

 ...ב.  לא יהיה לך אלהים אחרים 



 ג.  לא תשא את שם ה'...לשוא 

 ...ד.  זכור את יום השבת

 ...ה.  כבד את אביך ואת אמיך 

 ו.  לא תרצח 

 ז.  לא תנאף 

 ח.  לא תגנב 

 ט.  לא תענה ברעך עד שקר 

  [...י.  לא תחמוד 

6. Which two things do we remember when we keep שבת? 

 [זכר למעשה בראשית ויציאת מצרים] 

7. What are some of the things that we should have in mind when we say 
 ?שמע

 is king over the whole world(all four directions(, we were 'ה ,is one 'ה] 
each an  עד(witness) by מתן תורה and accepted all the  מצות] 

Harder Questions: 

1. And I prayed to Hashem at that time." Why "at that time"? 

3:23 - Defeating Sichon and Og, whose lands were part of Eretz Canaan, 
Moshe thought perhaps Hashem had annulled the vow against his entering 
the Land. 

2. What characteristic trait is represented by Hashem's "strong hand"? 

3:24 - His willingness to forgive. 

3. What is ha'levanon? 

3:25 - Ha'levanon means the Beit Hamikdash, which makes "white" (lavan), 
i.e., atones for, the Jewish People. 

4. What did Hashem tell Yehoshua after the battle of Ai? 

3:28 - Yehoshua must lead the army into battle. 

5. What will happen if the Jewish People fail to keep the mitzvot 
properly? 

4:9 - The non-Jewish world will regard them as foolish. 

6. How did the decree that Moshe not enter the Land affect him even in 
death? 



4:22 - Even his remains weren't buried in the Land. 

7. What is hinted by the word v'noshantem? 

4:25 - The gematria of v'noshantem, 852, hints at the number of years until 
the first exile. 

8. Why were the Jewish People exiled two years earlier than indicated 
by Moshe's prophecy? 

4:25 - So that the rest of the prophecy "that you shall utterly perish" would 
not be fulfilled. 

9. "You'll serve man-made gods." Is this literal? 

4:28 - No. It means you'll serve others who serve idols. 

10. Why is east called mizrach? 

4:41 - It's the direction from which the sun shines (mizrach means shining). 

11. "Keep the Shabbat day as I have commanded you." When had 
Hashem previously commanded us to keep Shabbat? 

5:13 - Before Matan Torah, at Marah. (Shmot 15:25) 

12. Where did the Jewish People first receive the command to 
honor parents? 

5:16 - At Marah. (Shmot 15:25). 

13. What is meant by "Hashem, our G-d, Hashem is One"? 

6:4 - Hashem, who is now our G-d, but not [accepted as] G-d of the other 
nations, will eventually be [accepted as] the one and only G-d. 

14. What are two meanings of loving Hashem "with all your might"? 

6:5 - 1) With everything you own. 2) Whether Hashem treats you with 
kindness or harshness. 

15. How well-versed must one be in Torah? 

6:7 - If asked a Torah question, one should be able to reply quickly and 
clearly. 

16.  does the word totafot come from? 

6:8 - Tot means two in Caspi. Fot means two in Afriki. Together they allude 
to the four sections of tefillin. 

17. Who is fit to swear in Hashem's name? 

6:13 - One who serves Hashem and reveres His name. 



18. What does it mean that the Jews are the "smallest nation"? 

7:7 - B'nei Yisrael are the humblest nation. 

19. When someone serves Hashem with love, how many 
generations receive reward? 

7:9 - 2,000. 

20. Why are evil-doers rewarded in this world? 

7:10 - So that they get no reward in the next world. 
 
Good Shabbos!!! 
 
 


