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TELL ME A MASHAL >
A dvar Torah with a story.

The Powerful Clock 
וְִאם ּבְִריָאה יִבְָרא ה' וָּפצְָתה ָהֲאָדָמה ֶאת ּפִיהָ  )טז:ל(

And if Hashem will create a special creation, and the earth 
will open its mouth… (16:30)

Why did Korach deserve a punishment that broke 
the natural way of the world in such a shocking, 
startling manner? Why couldn’t he have just received 
a standard punishment?

here was a commotion in the village.

Zanvil had just come from the big city and 
everyone said he had brought back with him 

a fantastic new machine. Word spread quick-
ly among the townspeople and all the tongues were 
flapping. Some people wondered how it worked, others 
made fun of the newfangled device — but secretly, ev-
eryone wished they could have one.

Most of all, everyone wanted to see it.

Someone worked up the courage to ask Zanvil for a 
demonstration. He agreed, and the news traveled 

through the town like wildfire again. Zanvil 
was going to show off the contraption!

The people gathered around Zanvil’s 
front porch at high noon. Exactly 
on time, Zanvil stepped out, hold-
ing the device out of sight.

“Friends,” he said proudly, “I pres-
ent to you the latest invention. 

Never again will we stare at the 
sun, trying to figure out how much 

time has gone by in the day or when it 

t Which 5 parshiyos are named 
after a person? Which has a 

person’s name as part of its title?

Which word in the parshah appears 
twice, once as a name and once as an 

object?

Which two times does Moshe refer to 
Hashem as Elokei Haruchos L’chol 
Basar?

What four things were stored in, or 
near, the Aron?

How were Dasan, Aviram and 
Ohn ben Peles related?
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Parshah riddles
Answers to this week’s riddles appear on page 3.



Cholent Story
A story told in parts, designed to get children to come back to 
the table for the main course!

Highlights 
from the 
Midrash

2

hings can’t get much worse, Reb Shimon thought, as he watched the group 
of beggars approach him angrily. Even the poorest people in the city are up-
set with me now.

The group halted in front of him. One man, who looked like he had been col-
lecting for a long time, stepped forward. “You are a newcomer here,” he told Reb 

Shimon. “You have to understand that we have been here a while and we have devel-
oped a system. If you want to operate here, you will have to cooperate with our rules.”

Reb Shimon thought this over. The man had a point. There was no use fighting with 
the locals. “What is the system?”

“Clearly, some spots in this city are better collecting points than others. As you no-
ticed, outside the shul is a good spot. There are not enough good spots for everyone. 
We used to fight about the locations, but now we just divide the collections.”

“How does that work?”

“We take turns standing in different places around the city, and at the end of each day 
we pool all the money collected and divide it evenly.”

“What if someone spends what he collects before the end of the day?”

“We have to trust each other. If we find out that that happened, we will probably have 
to make that person leave our group and he will be on his own. Obviously, he will not 
be allowed to collect in the good spots.”

“What if someone earns money some other way, not by collecting?”

“Obviously, any money that a person earns on his own is his.”

Reb Shimon thought this over. It seemed fair. “Are you inviting me to join your group?”

“You are welcome to join us if you accept our terms. At some point, we will move on to 
another city and you can decide what you want to do then.”

Reb Shimon agreed. He was told where to stand and he kept his word. He faithfully 
collected whatever he could and shared it with the other beggars at the end of each 
day. Some days his portion was less than what he had collected; some days it was 
more. Either way, he was surviving.

After a while, the group of poor people moved on to another town. Reb Shimon went 
with them. A few years passed. The group went to another town and another. Even-
tually, after a long time and a lot of moving, the group of poor people arrived in the 
big city where lived none other than Reb Shimon’s former employee and friend, Reb 
Yitzchak, who was now one of the wealthiest men in town.

The group of poor people set up their usual system, dividing the places to collect be-
tween them and sharing the money at the end of each day. One day, Reb Shimon found 
himself assigned to stand outside one of the stores owned by Reb Yitzchak, though he 
didn’t know that. 

He stood quietly next to the door with his hand out while he reviewed some Mishnay-
os. 

When Reb Yitzchak approached the store, Reb Shimon did not recognize him at all.

Learn. Grow. Join the fun!

TO BE CONTINUED...

   SERIAL >>  Chapter 7

Recap: Reb Shimon becomes a beggar, traveling from town to town trying to collect enough 
tzedakah to survive. In one big city, he is challenged by other beggars over his collecting spot.

The Richest Jew in History

The Gemara tells us that Korach was the wealth-
iest Jew to ever live and his great riches caused 
his ultimate downfall. Where did he get his wealth 
and what happened to it afterward?

•	 Midrash Rabbah (18:15) relates that while 
Klal Yisrael were imprisoned in Egypt, Korach 
was employed as the personal treasurer of Pha-
raoh. He was in charge of all of the royal riches 
and storehouses of treasures and kept the key 
to all of them. Hashem commented: “In the end, 
they will go to Yisrael and Korach will get noth-
ing from them.”

•	 At some point, perhaps while serving as Pha-
raoh’s treasurer, Korach discovered a cache of 
riches that had been hidden by Yosef Hatzaddik 
(Sanhedrin 110a). When he ruled Egypt and had 
the only food available in the world, Yosef had 
collected pretty much all the money on the plan-
et for Pharaoh. He divided it into three parts: the 
money brought by idol worshippers was hidden 
in one location; money taken from people who 
stole and extorted from others but did not serve 
idols was put in a separate place; money paid by 
people who kept the seven mitzvos of Bnei No-
ach was hidden in a third spot. 

•	 The riches brought by the idol worshippers 
were discovered by Korach, who took it as his 
own. The stash from the thieves and murderers 
was taken by Antoninus, the Roman emperor, 
(who killed two servants each day). The last por-
tion of the money remains hidden until today 
and will be revealed to tzaddikim when Mashi-
ach comes. (Ben Yehoyada to Sanhedrin 110a)
The idol-worshippers’ money needed to be de-
stroyed. That is what happened to it in the end 
when all of Korach’s possessions flew toward the 
hole in the ground and were swallowed up along 
with him! (Midrash Rabbah)Korach’s money was 
considered stolen. All the spoils of Egypt were 
meant to go to the Yidden who worked as slaves, 
as a hanaka. People from Shevet Levi, like Kor-
ach, were not supposed to take any. (Parashas 
Derachim)How much money did Korach have? 
He had 300 white donkeys loaded with just the 
keys of his storehouses. Each key was made of 
leather and was very light. (Sanhedrin 110a)

t



riddle answers:
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Noach, Yisro, Korach, Balak, Pinchas; Chayei Sarah.1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

L
1. Korach’s riches might have gone to his head.
2. “Why is Aharon the kohen gadol? It should be me 

________.”
L
3. He said Moshe, “Stop telling us what to do.
4. Hashem spoke to us, not only to ______.”
L
5. Dasan and Aviram made a joke that wasn’t funny.
6. They called Mitzrayim the land of milk and _________.
H
7. They came together with Ohn ben Peles,
8. Wrapped in a tallis that was all __________.

Chorus
L
9. They made a test, put everything at stake.
10. Whose ketores was Hashem willing to ________?
L
11. Two hundred and fifty people brought a ketores pan;
12. A fire destroyed every last __________.
L
13. Hashem told Moshe, it would be very wise
14. To move away from Korach and all of his ________.
H
15. Because in a few seconds, they won’t be around.
16. They’ll be swallowed up into the ____________.

Chorus
L
17. The earth’s mouth was made the very first week.
18. From there Korach and his men forever will ________.
L
19. Doing teshuvah in Gehinnom’s fires.
20. “Moshe is truth, and we are the __________.”
L
21. Klal Yisrael complained it was a nasty trick.
22. Then all of a sudden, they started feeling _______.
H
23. Moshe told Aharon to bring ketores quick
24. To try and stop this ____________.

Chorus
L
25. Kohanim and levi’im serve in Mishkan shifts.
26. The people give them all special ___________.
L
27. The first of the wool that is shorn,
28. Of your animal and son, redeem the first ______.
L
29. Terumah and ma’aser, from the fruits of the soil,
30. Give the first of the grapes, the grain and the _______.
H
31. Kohanim work instead of us, we understand,
32. And give up having any share of the ________.

Parshah Rhyme
Review the main points of the parshah with younger children, while challenging your family to complete the rhymes (use the “grammen” tune). Answers on the side!

A
nsw

ers: 2. instead  4. you 6. honey 8. techeiles 10. take 12. m
an 14. guys 16. ground 18. 

speak 20. liars 22. sick 24. epidem
ic 26. gifts 28. born 30. oil 32. land 

Dasan and Aviram were brothers, and Ohn was their first cousin! In the first pasuk in the parshah, the Torah lists them as
  ָדָתן וֲַאבִיָרם ּבְנֵי ֱאלִיָאב וְאֹון ּבֶן ּפֶלֶת ּבְנֵי ְראוּבֵן.  
The Chizkuni writes that ֶלת ָיאב father of ,ַפּלּוא is none other than ֶּפ (.See Bamidbar 26:8) !אל

Yitzhar is listed as the father of Korach; the word yitzhar is also used in the discussion of Terumah to mean oil (18:12).

ר ָהִאיׁש ֶאָחד יֱֶחָטא וְעַל ּכָל ָהעֵָדה ּתְִקצף )טז:כב( וַיִּּפְלוּ עַל ּפְנֵיֶהם וַיֹּאְמרוּ ֵא-ל ֱאלֹקי ָהרוּחֹת לְכָל ּבָׂשָ
ר ִאיׁש עַל ָהעֵָדה )כז:טז(  יְִפקֹד ה' ֱאלֹקי ָהרוּחֹת לְכָל ּבָׂשָ

The Luchos, a jar of mann, Aharon’s blossoming stick, and a sefer Torah written by Moshe Rabbeinu near the end of 
Chumash Devarim.
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Haftorah: You 
Know Navi

You may be surprised to find something familiar in every haftorah.

Summary 

Klal Yisrael had initially made fun of the appointment of Shaul as their 
first king, but when Shaul led them in a successful battle against Amon, 
they accepted him. Shmuel Hanavi then gathered the people at Gilgal to 
re-coronate Shaul. There he made his goodbye speech to the people, as 
he was passing the leadership to Shaul. Shmuel died shortly thereafter; 
he was 52.

In his speech, Shmuel defended his actions as navi. He challenged the 
people to present any claim they had against him, and they all agreed that 
he had never taken a dime of public funds. According to the Midrash, a 
bas kol from Heaven testified to Shmuel’s righteousness. 

Shmuel scolded the people for insisting on having a king, as it would have 
been better for them to trust the shoftim and gedolim in each generation 
— for each is as great as any other, relative to his generation. He under-
lined his point by causing a miracle, bringing a thunderstorm in the mid-
dle of the summer —unheard of in Eretz Yisrael. The people then feared 
for their lives, and Shmuel encouraged them to do teshuvah. They com-
mitted to improving and Shmuel comforted them.

Connection to the Parshah

The haftorah parallels the parshah very closely. Moshe and Shmuel 
both defended themselves when accused of dishonesty. They even used 
the same phrase: “I didn’t take even one donkey!” They both predicted 
a miracle, and Hashem brought one to prove their righteousness. The 
people then feared for their lives in both the parshah and the haftorah. 

Shmuel chastised the people for not trusting their spiritual leaders (he 
specifically mentioned Moshe and Aharon), asking instead for a politi-
cal leader, while Korach sowed distrust of Moshe and Aharon and made 
their leadership into a political battle.

Shmuel was a descendant of Korach; in fact, he is the reason Korach felt 
confident that he would not die. In truth, Chanah, Shmuel’s mother, dav-
ened for Korach to be lifted out of Gehinnom (Sanhedrin 101a), because 
she did not want her son to be responsible in any way for Korach’s endless 
punishment. According to some, Chanah’s request was granted.

You Know Navi 

Shmuel uses many phrases we say or paraphrase in davening. (There are 
also many phrases he quotes from Chumash.)

לְכוּ וְנֵלְכָה
ַאל ּתָסוּרוּ ֵמַאֲחֵרי ה'
וַעֲבְַדּתֶם ֶאת ה' ּבְכָל לְבַבְכֶם
מֹו ַהגָּדֹול ּכִי לֹא יִּטֹׁש ה' ֶאת עַּמֹו ּבַעֲבוּר ׁשְ

will be time for supper. No more squinting at shadows on 
sundials or dreading cloudy days that never end. Here, at 
last, is… a clock!”

With a flourish, he pulled the invention out from behind 
his back and proceeded to explain how it counted hours 
and minutes, telling the exact time whenever one wanted 
to know it.

The villagers oohed and ahhed excitedly. Especially Mrs. 
Shmielberg. She was very jealous of Mrs. Zanvilstein and 
her husband’s new clock.

After the little show, as they were walking home, Mrs. 
Shmielberg turned to her husband. “Shmiel,” she said, “I 
really think we should get a clock too.”

“Clock! Why do I need a clock? I don’t need no clock!”

“But, Shmiel, it will really help us. And all the people in 
town will have much more respect for us if we have one. It 
will really help for shidduchim for our Shprintzie!”

“Shulamis, no way! Why do I need to buy myself a boss? 
Clocks are the worst things in the world. Without one, 
life is great! I eat when I’m hungry and go to sleep when 
I’m tired. I get up when I’m rested and work when I feel 
like it. 

As soon as you have a clock, you aren’t in charge anymore! 
‘Can I eat now? I don’t know, what does the clock say? Is it 
suppertime yet? Is it time to get up? Not now. Clock says 
it’s time to go to sleep.’ Why do I need a machine to boss 
me around?!”

Mrs. Shmielberg was impressed with her husband’s logic. 
She decided she had to run and tell Mrs. Zanvilstein how 
unlucky she was that she had a clock. 

She quickly hurried back to the Zanvil home and told Mrs. 
Zanvilstein all about how the clock was going to run her 
life and why she wasn’t going to get one, baruch Hashem!

Mrs. Zanvilstein snorted. “You think I didn’t think of 
that?” she scoffed. “Oh boy, did I think of that! But I fig-
ured out how to make that clock listen to me, instead of 
the other way around!”

“You did?”

“Of course! Before we bought it, I had the seller show 
me how to change the time. I can just move the hands to 
make it whatever time I want it to be. If I’m hungry, but 
it’s not time to eat, I just move the hands. Poof, now it’s 
lunchtime! It’s that simple!”

Silly people. The clock doesn’t decide time, it just tells it!  
Korach wanted to be in charge, not Moshe. He seemed to 
be missing the point: Hashem makes the decisions. He had 
already decided how to run the world and the effect that 
the mitzvos had on the universe. Moshe was just relaying 
Hashem’s decisions. Korach thought he could be in charge 
and change the way the world worked. He, and all the peo-
ple who thought he had a point, needed to be shown clearly 
that only Hashem can decide how things really work, and 
that’s why they deserved such an unusual punishment!



Treats from 
Targum
So much more than just translation — quick insights 
into Targum Onkelos!

ה ְמאֹד וַיֹּאֶמר ֶאל ה' ַאל ּתֵֶפן ֶאל ִמנְָחָתם  וַיִַּחר לְמֹׁשֶ
אִתי... )טז:טו( לֹא ֲחמֹור ֶאָחד ֵמֶהם נָׂשָ
And Moshe was very upset, and he said to Hash-
em, “Do not turn to their Minchah, I did not 
take one donkey from them…

יְיָ  ֳקָדם  וֲַאַמר  לֲַחָדא  ה  לְמׁשֶ וְּתֵקף  תרגום אונקלוס: 
ִמנְהֹון  ְדַחד  ֲחָמָרא  לָא  קוְּרּבַנְהֹון  ּבְַרעֲוָא  ְתַקּבֵל  לָא 
ָחִרית... ׁשְ
And Moshe was very upset, and he said before 
Hashem, “Do not accept with willingness 
their Minchah, I did not commandeer one don-
key from them…

•	 Onkelos always changes the meaning of 
words that seem to give human character-
istics, chas v’shalom, to Hashem. Therefore 
“said to Hashem” is translated as “said be-
fore Hashem” and “do not turn” becomes 
“do not accept with willingness.”

•	 Onkelos is troubled by Moshe’s statement that 
he did not steal a donkey from anyone. Why 
would he need to say that? Had he been ac-
cused of doing so? He answers by translating 
אִתי חִָרית as נָׂשָ ?What does this word mean .ׁשְ

•	 Rashi and others understand it as meaning 
“exercise power” or “commandeer.” Moshe 
is saying that he did not abuse his power as 
leader by taking even a donkey, even for a 
public need — which he may have been legal-
ly entitled to do. Neither did he force anyone 
to sell their donkey to him. When he needed 
to transport his family to Egypt, he used his 
own donkey. This was an important defense, 
as Korach was accusing him of exactly this 
sort of abuse of power.

•	 One Rishon interprets the word ָחִרית  as ׁשְ
coming from the root “morning,” meaning 
Moshe was saying he did not get up early in 
the morning to take someone’s donkey. Most 
reject that explanation.
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This date in 
Jewish history

The 3rd of Tammuz, 2489 (1272 BCE), is the day Ye-
hoshua stopped the sun.

Yehoshua and his armies were fighting a war to cap-
ture Eretz Yisrael at Givon, in the valley of Ayalon 
(between Yerushalayim and today’s Tel Aviv), late 
Friday afternoon on the 3rd of Tammuz. The battle 
did not seem like it was going to be over in time for 
Shabbos. Yehoshua davened for a miracle and or-
dered the sun to stop setting and the moon to stop 
rising.

Yehoshua’s tefillah was accepted and all the heav-
enly hosts froze in position for a period of 24 hours 
(some say it was closer to 36 or even 48 hours — 
see Avodah Zarah 25), until the battle against the 
kings of the southern part of Canaan was finished.

Sefer Yehoshua (10:12) records the tefillah, “Be 
still at Givon; moon, at the Ayalon valley.” The 
sun actually stopped twice — once at midday and 
once before sunset.

Ge
ma

tr
ia

ֵקִדים יז:כג וַיֹּצֵא ֶפַרח וַיָּצֵץ צִיץ וַיִּגְמֹל ׁשְ
It grew flowers, sprouted blossoms, 

and bore almonds (17:23)

Why did Aharon’s staff grow almond 
blossoms, of all things?

ֵקִדים = 454 = חשמונ]א[ים • .ׁשְ
•	 Aharon’s almonds were restoring his 

ability to do the avodah unchallenged. The 
almonds hint at the Chashmona’im, who 

were descendants of Aharon and later 
restored the ability of the kohanim to do 
the avodah unchallenged in their time. 
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“He Started It!” — 
Not Holding On to a 

Machlokes

To sign up for a weekly email of Circle Time: At Your Shabbos Table, visit www.circmag.com/shabbos.
To dedicate or sponsor an issue, contact circletime@circmag.com.

The last word
A one-liner worth 

remembering

"The purpose of tefillah is not to get 
us out of trouble. The purpose of 
trouble is to get us into tefillah!"
- Rav Yitzchak Hutner

We know that fighting with others is a 
terrible thing, but is it really assur?

It is forbidden to keep a machlokes (fight or 
argument) going, continue it, or support it. 
It is certainly assur to start or pick a fight. 
Being involved in machlokes leads to other 
issurim, such as hatred, revenge, lashon 
hara, anger, physical fighting, jealousy, 
ona’as devarim, shaming another in public, 
and other prohibitions between man and 
his fellow. It also often ends up leading to 
transgression of the command of following 
the majority, lo sassur, and lo sisgodedu.

What is the source for this issur?

The Gemara (Sanhedrin 110a) learns the 
issur to continue a dispute from the pa-
suk, Do not be like Korach and his congre-
gation. According to some Rishonim, this 
is one of the 613 mitzvos (see Smag 157). 
Others, such as the Rambam, agree to the 
halachah but do not count it as one of the 
613 mitzvos (they opine that the pasuk is 
specifically referring to Korach’s argument 
or is teaching proper behavior but is not an 
actual mitzvah). Some say it is a d’Oraisa; 
others explain it as d’Rabbanan, with the 
pasuk lending support.

But what if I know I’m right?! How can 
I give in?

The issur applies even if your side is com-
pletely correct and the other side is guilty 
of wrongdoing, as we see from Moshe, 
who was fully correct but went to make 
peace with Dasan and Aviram anyway. The 
sources explain that had he not done so, he 
would have violated this issur. You should 
distance yourself from machlokes like you 
would from fire. You don’t necessarily have 
to give in, but you should look for ways to 
make peace and live in harmony.

What is the definition of a machlokes? 
Do I have to agree with everything oth-
er people say?

Machlokes can be a communal or personal 
concept. A communal machlokes is any-
thing that splits the community and cre-
ates opposing groups on differing sides of 
the issue. It is also considered machlokes 
to bring up controversial matters that get 
people fired up and cause a commotion. 
On a personal level, machlokes is defined as 
words and actions that create discord be-
tween people.

What is the prohibition of “continu-
ing” a machlokes?

To avoid this issur, one who finds himself 
in a controversy should actively search for 
ways to end the dispute — even if it means 
placing his pride aside, and even if he has 
already tried to do so in the past!

Can I just avoid the issue?

If you are clearly avoiding someone, that is 
considered continuing the argument. For 
example, if a person used to greet you and 
now does not, you may not act likewise and 
avoid greeting him. You should act politely 
and respectfully and greet him so as not to 
be holding onto a dispute.

What about a machlokes l’shem Sha-
mayim?

The issur applies even to a machlokes 
that seems to be l’shem Shamayim, for 
religious reasons. The Noda B’Yehudah 
writes (Kama, Y.D. 1), “Today, there is no 
real machlokes l’shem Shamayim” (see also 
Chasam Sofer, Korach). Some poskim even 
write that one should drop a chumrah to 
avoid machlokes. 


