
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Shabbat source of Israeli News– June 1st 2019 

 Knesset votes to disperse, hold new elections on September 17 
Knesset members voted Wednesday night (May 29th) to dissolve parliament, barely a month after the swearing in 
of the new assembly, after Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu failed to strike a coalition deal with his 
prospective partners. 
Dissolving the Knesset and holding a new round of elections just months after the last and without ever having 
formed a government is unprecedented even in Israel's fast-paced political landscape. 
Of the 120 lawmakers that make up the Knesset, 74 voted in favor of dissolving parliament, and 45 voted against. 
 
At the heart of Netanyhu's failed attempt to build a coalition after the April 9 elections was legislation to draft 
ultra-Orthodox men into the army, which saw two of his expected political partners at loggerheads. 
Heading into the plenum to vote Wendesday night, Yisrael Beytenu leader Avigdor Liberman said Israel was 
holding fresh elections due to the Likud party's refusal to vote on the original version of a bill to draft Haredi men, 
which he had insisted on and the ultra-Orthodox parties refused to consider.  
  
Netanyahu, who has led Israel for the past decade, had appeared to capture a fourth consecutive term in April's 
election. His Likud party won 35 seats, and his religious and nationalist allies won another 30, appearing to give 
him a solid majority in the 120-seat parliament. 
But the infighting among his allies, and disagreements over proposed bills that would protect Netanyahu from 
prosecution stymied his efforts to put together a majority coalition. 
Rather than concede that task to one of his rivals, Likud advanced the bill to dissolve parliament and send the 
country to the polls for a second time this year. 
 
Had the deadline passed, President Reuven Rivlin would have given another lawmaker, most likely opposition 
leader Benny Gantz, an opportunity to put together a coalition. After the vote, Gantz - whose Blue and White 
party also won 35 seats in April - angrily accused Netanyahu of choosing self-preservation over allowing the 
country's political process to run its course. 
Gantz said that instead of following procedure, Netanyahu opted for "three crazy months" of a new campaign and 
millions of wasted dollars over new elections because he is "legally incapacitated" by looming indictments. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu on Thursday morning defended his party's push to dissolve the Knesset and 
take the country to an unprecedented second national election in months, triggered by his failure to form a 
coalition government after the April 9 ballot. 
 “I didn’t spare any effort to avoid unnecessary elections,” Netanyahu said after the vote, lashing out at an ally-
turned-rival, Avigdor Liberman, who refused the prime minister’s offers to join the government. 
He said the country was being forced to hold “unnecessary, wasteful elections because the people had their say. 
They didn’t have their say enough for what Mr. Liberman wants.” 
 

             

Did you know? 
The glue on Israeli stamps is 

kosher. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fires across Israel come under control; Thousands 
evacuated 
3,500 people have been evacuated from their homes throughout 
central Israel on Thursday (May 23rd) due to fires that started as 
a result of a heavy heat wave and were later brought under 
control. 
Firefighters battled brushfires along the Gaza boundary, as well 
as near the country’s main international airport and outside 
Jerusalem. A major Tel Aviv-Jerusalem highway was also closed 
to traffic because of the fire. 
 

 

Edited by Yael Shafrir 

Shlicha at Congregation Har Shalom 

Yael@harshalom.org 

 

 

 

 

Blintzes for Shavuot:  
 You will need –  
• 2 Eggs  
• 1 Spoon of sugar 
• 1 Teaspoon of vanilla 

extract 
• 2 TBSP of butter (melted) 
• 1 Cup of milk 
• 1 Cup of flour 

• ¼ Teaspoon of salt 
• Oil 

For the stuffing:  
• 3.5 Cups of Ricotta  
• 1/2 Cup (minus 1 spoon) 

of sugar 
• 1 Teaspoon of cinnamon 

1. Make the stuffing first – mix all the ingredients and 
put in the fridge. 

2. Mix – eggs, sugar, vanilla extract , butter and milk 
3. Add flour and salt and mix until there are no lumps 
4. Fry for about two minutes and turn the blintzes  
5. Place aside until it’s fully cold  
6. Put the on the blintzes, fold the sides and roll. 

 

Israel and the region are gripped by a major heatwave, with temperatures around the country reaching 
100 F (38 C) and higher. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu instructed the Foreign Ministry and Public Security Ministry to 
seek firefighting aircraft from abroad to help battle the blazes, a spokesman for the premier’s office said. 
 

EUROVISION CONTAST! Check the top 10 most memorable 
Eurovision moments in Israel 

www.harshalom.org/Eurovision 
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