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Now that we’re in this beautiful late spring/early summer time, with long sunny days, and 

temperate nights, it is the season once again for the great American pastime of parades.  

Americans love a good parade, and they are much more pleasant to attend at this time of year.  I 

was in New York City for the Thanksgiving Day Parade this past year, and while the floats and 

inflatables were all very impressive, it was so cold that even though I was bundled up from head 

to toe, my extremities were still completely numb after about five minutes of standing outside on 

6th Avenue!  But a summer-time parade, sitting in your lawn chair along the route, flag in one 

hand, hot dog in another…what could be more American than that!  Even the Torah portion 

today, on June 8th, features a parade!  In Numbers chapter 2 there is a massive Jewish parade that 

features all of the twelve tribes assembled ish al diglo v’otot l’veit avotam, each tribe under the 

banner of their ancestral household, saviv l’ohel mo’ed, all around the Tent of Meeting.  It must 

have been an incredible spectacle:  the entire Jewish nation marching under the colorful banners 

and symbols of their tribes, proudly demonstrating their allegiance to their family history and to 

the nation of Israel. 

Parades have been on my mind this week, not only on account of the parasha, but also because of 

what’s been happening in our own backyard right here in D.C.  Last night, there was a parade 

that for many years has preceded the Capital Pride Parade, which is happening downtown as we 

speak.  The Dyke March was originally organized to highlight lesbian activism, community 

building, and awareness.  But if you google Dyke March D.C., or if you read about it in 

Thursday’s Post you know that another issue has become entangled with the cause.  That issue is 

the organizers’ decision to ban the Jewish pride flag, which is essentially the rainbow flag with a 

Star of David embossed in the middle, on the grounds that it looks too much like an Israeli flag.  

And for these organizers, Israel represents exclusively the oppression of Palestinians, pure and 

simple, and nothing else.  So a lesbian who also happens to be Jewish or even God-forbid a 

Zionist, has to choose between demonstrating for her rights, her safety, her legal protection, her 

pride as a lesbian, or hiding her Jewishness or affinity for the State of Israel.  The theory behind 

this is called intersectionality.  That all forms of oppression are inextricably linked to one 
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another.  If Israel is solely a vehicle of Palestinian oppression then it is in the same category as 

white supremacy, homophobia, racism, bigotry, etc.  While the organizers of the Dyke March 

have made it clear that the Jewish Pride Flag is unwelcome, they have also said that the 

Palestinian flag would indeed be permitted.  This one-dimensional view of the world is bad for 

all the causes this population and its allies claim to support. 

Just this past Thursday 10,000 Israelis marched together in the Jerusalem Pride Parade, legally 

and under the protection of the Israeli police.  Hundreds of thousands marched in the Tel Aviv 

Pride Parade, the largest pride event anywhere in Asia or the Middle East; Neil Patrick Harris 

was the grand marshal and parade ambassador in what is known to be one of the most gay-

friendly cities in the world.  But nowhere in the Arab world, and certainly nowhere in Gaza or 

the West Bank could there be a public LGBTQ demonstration.  In Gaza, being openly gay is 

punishable by death.  Just ask high ranking Hamas commander Mahmoud Ishtiwi; actually you 

can’t ask him because he was executed recently for the crime of “moral turpitude,” a euphemism 

in Gaza for being gay.  Even his elite post in the Hamas hierarchy could not protect him from 

that crime.  But Dyke March organizers argue that all the points I just made amount to 

pinkwashing…that Israelis or Jews or Zionists presenting themselves as gay friendly is just a 

strategy to hide their nefarious behaviors toward the Palestinians.  As Sarah Tuttle-Singer, an 

American-Israeli author who lives in Jerusalem recently wrote: “When you literally ban people 

from sharing their perspective, or waving their flag in solidarity as you've done to Jewish and 

pro-Israel LGBTQ supporters in DC…you are…sanctioning intolerance…You are sanctioning 

the very thing that you're fighting against. Except you're giving it really pretty window dressing 

so it's easy to miss - except I see it - and others do, too.” 

In an effort to combat ant-Semitism on the progressive left, a new social movement was born a 

few years ago called the Zioness movement.  Describing itself as “Unabashedly progressive. 

Unquestionably Zionist,” the Zioness movement is carving out a space for people who have felt 

excluded from progressive causes because they refuse to suppress their Zionism or their 

Jewishness; People who are passionate about civil rights, and human rights, and equality for all 

people but feel that they have been squeezed out of these social movements because of the litmus 

test imposed upon them; a litmus test that says you can’t be a Zionist and a progressive, or you 

can’t be a Zionist and feminist.   
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I mentioned earlier that flags and banners in the wilderness encampment is an important feature 

in today’s parasha.  But why is it only now, in the fourth book of the Torah, that the Tribes of 

Israel get their flags and hoist them up for all to see?  Why not, for example, when the whole 

nation was encamped at Mt. Sinai?  Everyone was gathered there, it’s where we became a nation 

with a mission, a purpose, a constitution. I think that’s actually the answer.  Before the Jewish 

people could be subdivided into different tribes and groupings, they first had to be galvanized as 

one people.  The Torah says that the Jewish people at Sinai were k-ish echad b’lev echad, like 

one person with one heart.  Only after that unity is established and affirmed, could they then 

appreciate the diversity among the Jewish people; the different tribes, the different ancestries; the 

unique histories.  In that second chapter of the book of Numbers there is one verb that is repeated 

over and over…I counted six times.  That verb is yisa’u, meaning, they will march.  The Jewish 

people march under their own unique banners and symbols, and simultaneously as one, unified 

nation, with the Ohel Mo’ed at the center.  The problem with intersectionality is that it seeks to 

obliterate the stories, causes, and histories of various subgroups that it finds objectionable.  But 

the outcome of that is only to make it more difficult to find common cause or allies from other 

groups.  Batya Ungar-Sargon, the opinion editor of the Forward wrote: “our ability to fight 

systematic injustice ironically hinges on our ability to recapture a collective view of 

ourselves…”  

I think the Torah captures this in the colorful, vivid picture of both diversity and unity depicted 

in Number chapter 2.  May we all have the courage to raise our unique flags and banners, 

emblems and symbols, as we march collectively toward a better future; one of justice, equality, 

and inclusion for all people…Kein yehi ratzon.  May it be God’s will.  Amen. 


