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 ְלעֹוָלם ְיֵהא ָאָדם ַרְך ְּכָקֶנה ְוַאל ְיֵהא ָקֶׁשה ְּכֶאֶרז 

A person should always be as bending as a reed, not as rigid as the cedar. 

-Ta’anit 20a-b 

 

An oak, which hung over the bank of a river was blown down by a violent storm of wind; 
and as it was carried along by the stream, some of its branches brushed against a 
Reed, which grew near the shore. This struck the Oak with a thought of admiration; and 
he could not forbear asking the Reed, how he came to stand so secure and unhurt in a 
tempest which had been furious enough to tear an Oak up by the roots? Why, says the 
Reed, I secure myself by putting on a behavior quite contrary to what you do, instead of 
being stubborn and stiff, and confiding in my strength, I yield and bend to the blast, and 
let it go over me; knowing how vain and fruitless it would be to resist. 

           -Aesop 

 

“I was once traveling on a ship” recounted the great sage, Rabban Gamliel, “when I saw 

another ship that had been wrecked.  My heart grieved especially for one of the 

passengers, the Torah sage Rabbi Akiva.  When I reached land and resumed my studies 

I suddenly saw him sitting before me and discussing halachic matters with me.”  When 

Rabban Gamliel inquired as to who had rescued him from the sea, Rabbi Akiva replied: 

“A board from the ship came by way and I clung to it.  When each wave came surging 

towards me, I bowed my head, letting it pass over me.” 

          -Yevamot 121a  

 

 

General Douglas MacArthur instructed his soldiers to move backward from the front. 

Someone asked him: “Have we been defeated? Are we retreating?” And he said: “We 

are not retreating, we are advancing in another direction.” 

 

 

 “Some minds are like finished concrete – thoroughly mixed and permanently set” 

          -Charles Darwin 


