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Lance Kay (left) with his teammates Silvia Gonzales and Christopher Lee

Local Student 
Competes on NBC 
Game Show
By Selah Maya Zighelboim

Spelling words backward, tackling long math problems and 
answering geography questions are all tasks the 8- to 12-year-
olds on Genius Junior, a new NBC game show, must complete.

Neil Patrick Harris hosts the show, where kids from across 
the country compete in 12 teams of three. On each of the first six 
episodes, two teams go head-to-head. The last episodes continue 
with the semi-finals and finals — and a cash prize on the line.

Lance Kay of Lafayette Hill, a 12-year-old seventh-grader at 
William Penn Charter School, is one of these competitors. He will 
appear on the third episode on April 8 as part of the “99 Problems 
but Brains Ain’t One” team with Silvia Gonzales of Texas and 
Christopher Lee of California.

Several years ago, Heather Kay, Lance’s mother, noticed Lance 
had an affinity for math, so she enrolled him in enrichment 
classes at Mathnasium. When Shed Media, a media organization 
that produced Genius Junior, reached out to the Mathnasium for 
recommendations of kids good at mental math, the organization 
recommended Lance.

“It was weird because I’ve never gotten anything for being good 
at math and going to [Mathnasium],” Lance said. “And to say that 
they would recommend me just made me really happy and really 
thankful.”

Shed Media did some testing and evaluated Lance’s competencies, 
for which he had to memorize cards and do some math problems. 
He also had several Skype interviews with the organization.

He flew out to California with his father, David Kay, for an 
audition. 

Lance had two meetings, where his abilities were tested once 
again. He spelled words backward, read a card deck quickly and 
completed some math problems.

It was several months before the family heard back — first in an 
email, then through several phone conversations.

Finally, Lance and Heather Kay arrived in California for the 
competition — David Kay would join them a few days later. Almost 
immediately, Lance began bonding with his teammates.

“We could easily support each other,” Lance said. “My team, 
clearly we had some strong suits of players and not so strong suits. 
I was not the speller — I can tell you that — I’m pretty much bad at 
it, but the people on my team were not as good at math as me. So I 
pretty much took them in math, and they took me in spelling.”

After the first shoot, Lance got to meet the show’s host, the one-
time Doogie Howser. He also interacted with the celebrity during the 
filmings.

“He was great with us,” Lance said. “He was a really nice guy. He 
just liked to have fun with us. He would crack jokes and stuff, and it 
was just fun to be around him.”

Far more time was spent practicing for the competition than 
actually filming. For about nine hours a day, the parents helped 
Lance and his teammates learn every county in the Midwestern 
states, do math problems and memorize the order of a deck of cards. 
They took breaks for meals and to go to the pool.

“We really became like a little family between all of us, which was 
nice,” Heather Kay said. “The kids really just morphed into almost like 
a sibling relationship, where they laughed, they cried, they had fun. 
And the parents were instrumental in making that happen as well.”

Though most of the time was spent preparing, the filming took 
a long time, too. One episode required more than two hours of 
filming, Heather said.

“Being actually on it, being on stage, with 500 people watching 
you in the audience, and then realizing that pretty much all of 
America might be watching you afterward, it’s not easy,” Lance said. 
“You actually have to know what you’re doing and not be nervous.”

The family can’t tell anyone how well Lance did or how many 
episodes he was on. But when Lance returned from California, he 
started attending a new school, and his classmates and some of his 
teachers didn’t even believe that he had actually competed on a 
game show. 

Congratulations to Lance Kay, 12, a member of Or Ami, whose team 
“99 Problems” won its first round and is off to the semi-finals on the 
new hit TV show “Genius Junior.” Be sure to tune in on Sunday, May 6, 
at 9 pm on NBC. Thank you to Andy Gotlieb, managing editor of The 
Jewish Exponent, for giving us permission to reprint this article from 
the April 4, 2018 issue. 

continued on page 5 

http://jewishexponent.com/author/szighelboim/
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Clergy and Staff
Rabbi ������������������������������������Glenn Ettman 

rabbiettman@or-ami.org
Cantor ����������������������������������Jordan S. Franzel 

Cantor.Franzel@or-ami.org
Rabbi Emeritus ��������������������Seymour Prystowsky 

Rabbisp@aol.com
Office Manager ��������������������Lori Dafilou 610-828-9066 x200 

LoriD@or-ami.org
Administrative Assistant ����Nick Johnson 610-828-9066 x201 

nickj@or-ami.org
Early Childhood 
Education Director �������������Michelle Ruder  610-828-1086 x400 

MichelleR@or-ami.org 
ECE Center 
Assistant Director ���������������Carly Shaw 610-828-1086 x401 

ECECenterOffice@or-ami.org
Interim Director 
of Education ������������������������Rabbi Glenn Ettman
Director of 
Adult Learning ��������������������Cantor Jordan S. Franzel
Interim Assistant Principal ��Stefanie Bock
Administrative Support �����610-828-4443 x300  

office@or-ami.org
Synagogue Office�����������������610-828-9066 

office@or-ami.org
Religious School ������������������610-828-4443 610-828-8689 Fax 

school@or-ami.org
ECE Center ��������������������������610-828-1086

Officers and Trustees
Executive Officers
President ...............................................Larry Paul
Vice President  .....................................Heather Fritts
Vice President  .....................................David Nasatir
Vice President ......................................Mitch Zimmer
Treasurer ...............................................Josh Dunoff
Immediate Past President .................Terri Wolfheimer
Trustees
Deb Brenner, COAtz Chair
David Cohen, Trustee
Barb Hoffman, Membership Chair
Greg Kapel, Trustee
Bill Koelewyn, House Chair
Traci Lechwar, Trustee
Helene Levinson, Religious Observance Chair
Jeff Michaels, Trustee
Susan Michels, Finance Co-Chair
Sara Neuman, Trustee
Alan Roomberg, Finance Co-Chair
Jason Salus, Trustee
Danny Schwartz, Trustee
Jen Segal, Early Childhood Education Center Chair
Jenn Weiner, Religious School Chair

Deadline First of the month before publication  
of issue. We reserve the discretion to  
edit for space limitations. 

Congregation Or Ami is affiliated with the Union for 
Reform Judaism.

Our Mission
Congregation Or Ami strives to be a warm and 

welcoming center of Jewish life built on the foundation 
of Torah (Jewish Text and Tradition), Avodah 

(Spiritual Fulfillment), and G’milut Chasadim (Acts of 
Lovingkindness). We embrace the varied needs and rich 

diversity of our congregants, our community, and the 
Jewish people. We endeavor to create an inviting and 

inclusive community that promotes spiritual fulfillment 
for our congregants and supports their search for God. We 

take pride in the strong partnership among our clergy, 
professional staff, lay leaders, and congregants. Guided 

by Jewish values, we are strengthened by our active 
volunteerism and informed decision-making. We uphold 
the principles and ideals of the Reform movement and 

are a member of the Union for Reform Judaism.

Y

May Worship Schedule
Friday, May 4 EduCATiON ShABBAT

6:15pm ..........................Tot Shabbatt
6:30pm ..........................Wine and Cheese PreNeg
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 5
9:00am ..........................Torah Study
10:30am ........................Shabbat Morning Service 

Gabrielle Lifshutz, Bat Mitzvah

Friday, May 11
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday May 12
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

Friday, May 18 CONFiRMATiON
6:30pm ..........................Wine and Cheese PreNeg
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 19
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

Sunday, May 20
9:00am ..........................Yizkor Service
10:00am ........................Shavuot “Brunch and Lunch” Program

Friday, May 25
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, May 26
9:00am ..........................Torah Study
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Let’s Celebrate 
Shavuot Together
On Sunday, May 20, following a morning Yizkor Service at 

9:00 am, we will come together for a brunch and learning 
session to celebrate the festival of Shavuot.

Shavuot is a Hebrew word meaning 
“weeks” and refers to the Jewish festival 
marking the giving of the Torah at Mount 
Sinai. Shavuot, like so many other Jewish 
holidays, began as an ancient agricultural 
festival, marking the end of the spring 
barley harvest and the beginning of the 
summer wheat harvest. 

Special customs on Shavuot are the 
reading of the Book of Ruth, which 

reminds us that we too can find a continual source of blessing in our 
tradition. Another tradition includes staying up all night to study 
Torah and Mishnah, a custom called Tikkun Leil Shavuot, which 
symbolizes our commitment to the Torah, and that we are always 
ready and awake to receive the Torah. Traditionally, dairy dishes are 
served on this holiday to symbolize the sweetness of the Torah, as 
well as the “land of milk and honey.”

Celebrating 
Education
Join us on Friday, 

May 4, as we honor 
our Early Childhood 
Education Center 
staff at the Tot 
Shabbat at 6:15 pm. 
There will be a wine and 
cheese “pre-neg” at 6:30; 
an Erev Shabbat service at 7 
pm, where we will honor our 
Religious School staff, and then 
a festive oneg for all. 

Or-Ami Teens Attend 
Spring Kallah
Last month, Or-Ami teens attended NFTY-PAR’s Spring Kallah at 

URJ Camp Harlam. 
They, along with other Jewish youth from all around the tri-

state area, took part in a packed weekend that included discussions 
of interfaith issues, writing letters to senators about gun violence 
prevention (among other topics), outdoor sports, and a Shabbat 
bonfire.

Calling All Parents: Interested in youth group for your 8th-11th 
grader? Registration is still open for NFTY-PAR’s event for new 
members, Hag-Mac, from May 11 to May 13. For information about 
the event and the link to register, go to https://tinyurl.com/y9plqh4t. 
Scholarships are available for those who feel registration is a bit steep.

Any questions, please feel free to email or call Michael Ravitch, 
Or-Ami’s youth advisor at mikeravitch.coafty@gmail.com or  
610-952-4440.

Attending the Spring Kallah at Camp Harlam were (left to right) Joey 
Axler, Emily Weiner, Brooke Dunoff, Alexa Levin, Lindsey Gilbert, 
Lauren Ravitch, and Michael Ravitch.

Duke, the “grand-dog” of Bunny and Irv Grunes, takes a rest at Or 
Ami’s Havdallah at Miles Park on April 21.

Like us on 
Facebook and 
check in often to 
keep up-to-date  
on what’s going on  
at Or Ami!

https://tinyurl.com/y9plqh4t
mailto:mikeravitch.coafty@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/OrAmiPA/


4

Calling All Volunteers
There are a number of projects we would like to undertake but 

we need your help. Do you have a few hours a week or even a 
couple of hours a month? Here are some of the ways we could 

use your help:
•	 Office	filing:	The office files need to be better organized. This 

would take someone approximately 3-4 hours and does not have 
to be done all at once.

•	 Donor	acknowledgement	cards:	This would need to be done 
once a week and could be done from home. It is important for 
us to get donation acknowledgements out to recipients in a 
timely manner. Once each week, we would like a volunteer to 
write out the cards, address the envelopes and mail the letters. 
This volunteer would keep track of letters sent each month for 
acknowledgement in the monthly newsletter.

•	 Bar/Bat	Mitzvah	preparations: On the Fridays when there is a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah service, we would love a volunteer to come in 
to the office, wrap the gifts, and put the pastries/cakes on trays for 
the oneg. This would take approximately one hour per week on 
Friday afternoons.

•	 Library	clean	up: We are looking for several volunteers who can 
come in and go through the existing collection, cull duplicates and 

non-relevant books, remove out-of-date materials, sort through 
the various bags and boxes of donated items, and help get the 
library back into usable shape. The volunteers would be working 
with Rabbi Seymour and Cochava Prystowsky to get the library 
ready to take on Rabbi Prystowsky’s impressive private collection 
of Judaica. This project will require some coordination of times/
dates and will most likely take several weeks to complete. We 
would like this to be done over the next two months.

•	 Gardening: Calling all our “green thumbs!” We would love to 
have some volunteers to come and help clean up the flower beds 
around the building, do some weeding and trimming, plant some 
annuals, and spread mulch.

•	 Leadership: Do you want to meet new people and have a 
say in how things are done at the synagogue? We invite you 
to get involved! Consider joining the board or volunteer for 
a committee. Some of the committees include: Sisterhood, 
Brotherhood, Religious Observance, COATz, Religious School, 
and/or ECE Center PTO, to name just a few. 
If you are interested in volunteering or getting involved, please 

contact the office by calling 610-828-9066 or emailing lorid@or-ami.
org. We look forward to hearing from you.
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Now, they do, and they regularly ask Lance how he fared 
on Genius Junior.

“I really can’t tell them, which is annoying, but I deal with it,” 
Lance said. “My friends keep guessing. They keep trying to crack me, 
which is kind of funny. They keep trying.”

Their friends and family have been watching the show. The Kays 
plan to throw a party on April 8 when Lance’s episode airs.

Going through the process, Lance learned some important 
lessons about hard work. Overall, though, his favorite part remains 
the bond he developed with his teammates.

“These kids are probably some of my best friends,” he said. “I 
don’t know any kids who I’ve spent about — I can’t really say the time 
— about nine hours a day and just see each other the entire day and 
not leave, just work with each other the entire day and actually enjoy 
each other and not get annoyed at each other.”

Heather Kay wasn’t sure Lance would be able to handle the 
competition, and she was pleased to find how well he dealt with the 
pressure of being on a televised game show. But Lance felt differently 
about going into Genius Junior.

“What I had to have was big,” Lance said, “but I definitely had it 
— the confidence, the persistence, the determination — all traits that 
I have and hope to continue having.” 

Five Students To Be Confirmed
Please join us on Friday, May 18, as we celebrate the confirmations of (left to right) Hannah 
Erlbaum, daughter of Jeffrey and Sara Erlbaum; Samantha Loewenstern, daughter of Daniel 

and Lisa Loewenstern; Andrew Jake Reses, son of Stephen and Naomi Reses; Jacob Fink, son of 
Joel Fink; and Lenny Brenner, son of Randy and Deb Brenner. There will be a wine and cheese 

reception at 6:30 pm, followed by a service at 7:00 pm and a festive oneg.

Educating 
Millennials 
About the 
holocaust
An article published in the 

April 18, 2018 edition of 
the Chestnut Hill Local 

newspaper referred to a recent 
poll that found two-thirds of 
American millennials (age18-
34) surveyed could not identify 
what Auschwitz was. 

Nick Johnson, Or Ami’s 
communications coordinator - who is also a millennial - was quoted 
in the article. He said he was not surprised by the statistics and was 
saddened by them.

In a separate email message for The Oracle, Nick added, “My two 
cents is that schools need to do a better job teaching students about 
the Holocaust as well as slavery and many other darker portions of 
history to really make sure the future generations understand what 
some of their ancestors went through and why we must continue to 
fight to make sure horrific events like these cease to happen.”

GAME SHOW…continued from page1
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Gabrielle Lifshutz
Daughter of Sari and  
Daniel Lifshutz
May 5, 2018
For my mitzvah project, I am 
making all-natural dog biscuits for 
my doggy friends. I use coconut 
flour, peanut butter, eggs, pumpkin, 
carrots, and coconut oil and bake 
them for 15 minutes. Please help 
me raise money to support my 
local SPCA, the Montgomery 
County SPCA - Animal Adoptions. 

The SPCA of Montgomery County (Pennsylvania) is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to caring for unwanted, lost and abused 
domestic animals.

 
 Commemorate, Celebrate, Honor 

Your Loved Ones Forever 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 With an Engraved Copper Leaf on the   
Tree of Life 

 
 The Or Ami Tree of Life is a tree of simchas, celebration and honor that 
continues to flourish with the names, events and dates of our milestones, achievements 
and acknowledgements. 
 
 What a wonderful way to commemorate a birth, an adoption, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
confirmation, wedding, anniversary, conversion, accomplishment or award, while 
contributing to our synagogue’s beautification and sustainability.   
 
 For only $118 per leaf, you can give a beautiful, meaningful gift that will last a 
lifetime. To order, please use the form below or call the Or Ami office at 610-828-9066, 
or order online at: www.or-ami.org and click through the Tree of Life Order Form .  

Place your order now! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tree of Life Order Form (Please print) 
 
In Honor of: ___________________________ Date of Event: ________________  
 
Event (i.e., Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding, etc.)              Greeting (Love, From, etc.) 
 
____________________________________   _____________________ 
 
Purchased by: Name________________________________  
 
Address_____________________________ City___________________State_____  
 
Number of leaves*______    Amount enclosed ($118/leaf )____________ 
 
* For additional leaves, please fill out the above information on the reverse side of this form. 

New horizons Welcomes 
Act iii Entertainment
New Horizons welcomes Act III Entertainment, a group of 

eight singers and musicians who will perform a revue of 
Broadway, cabaret and popular standards. They will perform 

at Or Ami on Wednesday, May 30 at 7 pm. All are welcome, and the 
event is free of charge.
New Horizons is a social group that meets every month. They have 
presented musicians, authors, comedians, historians, and other 
interesting guests. For more information about New Horizons, 
contact David Grunfeld at 610-828-1480.

Fine Arts Fund
To	Irving	Grunes
In honor of your special birthday ...........Lorie Balistocky

Rabbi’s discretionary Fund
To Rabbi Ettman
Thank you for Jacob’s 
fabulous Bar Mitzvah  ...............................Mrs. And Dr. Arnold Binderman

Torah Card Fund
To	Cantor	Franzel
In honor of Cantor Jordan Franzel ........Reba Salkoff
To	Mark	Samson
In honor of your great accomplishment Maris Delano
To Sylvia Silverman
In honor of your special birthday ...........Debby and Irv Askow
To Jamie and Perry Weiner
In honor of Alex’s marriage .....................Susan and Hal Michels 

Maxine and Randy Petersohn
In honor of Eric’s engagement ................Susan and Hal Michels
To	Carole	Jaffe	and	Arthur	Yorkes
In honor of your engagement .................Maris Delano

Yahrzeit Fund
In Memory of Abraham 
and Ruth Goldsleger .................................Dr. Jay Goldsleger
In Memory of Bernard 
and Freda Litsky .........................................Paulette and Martin Feinberg
In Memory of Charles Jeck  .....................Dara and Daniel Jeck
In Memory of Dr. Harris 
and Eleanor Feinberg ................................Paulette and Martin Feinberg
In Memory of Herman L. Rubin ............Susan Rubin
In Memory of Jacob Polen .......................Phyllis Polen
In Memory of Lillian De Vorzon ...........Judith Steier
In Memory of Mark Schattner ................Susan and Richard Ackland
In Memory of Martin Kaplan .................Susan and Hal Michels
In Memory of Martin 
and Sondra Slomine ..................................Karen and Larry Denenberg
In Memory of Rachel Cohen ..................Cochava and Seymour Prystowsky
In Memory of S. Robert Rubin ...............Susan Rubin
In Memory of Saundria Nager ................Debra and Laurence Berger
In Memory of Seymour Winsten ...........Maddy Winsten 

Helene and Alex Levinson
In Memory of Vera Lee ............................Jeanette and Raymond Bawer
In Memory of Victor Lane .......................Bunny and Irv Grunes

Commemorate, Celebrate, honor 
Your Loved Ones Forever
With an engraved Copper Leaf on the Or Ami Tree of Life
For just $118 per leaf, you can give a beautiful, meaningful gift that 
lasts a lifetime. To order, please call the office at 610-828-9066
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Jewish heritage Night at the Phillies!
Join Or Ami for a fun-filled evening celebrating our 
Jewish heritage at the 11th annual Jewish Heritage 

Celebration at Citizens Bank Park. Come out and enjoy 
great kosher food and entertainment!

Philadelphia Phillies host the San Francisco Giants.  
Monday, May 7 • Game starts at 7:05 p.m. 

Ticket are $34 per person, outfield seating.

Sign up online, or mail your check to the synagogue, 
made out to Congregation Or Ami.
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