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Students Practice Tikkun Olam
Students at the Or Ami Religious School recently honored two holidays with acts of kindness.
MLK DAY

In connection with Martin Luther King Day, students were “hands 
on” in providing comfort for others. Third grade students and 
parent volunteers packed snack bags for food-insecure neighbors. 

They donated these protein-rich “on-the-go” bags to the Mitzvah 
Circle as part of their Food 4 Hope project.

In addition, students made no-sew fleece blankets to donate to 
residents at the Abramson Center for Jewish Life.

TU B’SHEVAT
For Tu B’Shevat, which will be celebrated on February 11, 
the students created a mitzvah tree for the whole school. 
Students are encouraged to stop by and add their own 
mitzvah “leaves.”
Additional projects not pictured:
•	 Students	made	birthday	cards	for	clients	of	the	Jewish	

Relief Agency.
•	 Some	students	made	potpourri	bags	to	freshen	and	

brighten	the	rooms	of	Abramson	Center	for	Jewish	Life	residents.
•	 Other	classes	made	care	packages	of	toiletries	with	uplifting	cards	for	clients	of	the	Sunday	Breakfast	Rescue	Mission.
•	 Our	fourth	graders	joined	members	of	the	Jewish	War	Veterans’	Post	215	at	Har	Nebo	Cemetery	in	Philadelphia	to	plant	flags	at	the	graves	of	

Jewish	veterans—including	WWI	Medal	of	Honor	recipient	Samuel	Gross.

More of the Rabbi’s Favorite Things
Rabbi Ettman continues to provide us with “teasers” designed to enhance our interest in each week’s Torah portion. 
•	 February	4:	Bo	(Exodus	10:1-13:16)	Turning the world upside down: what the last of the ten plagues really mean - you won’t believe until 

you read it.
•	 February	11:	Beshalach	(Exodus	13:17-17:16)	When	Miriam	dances,	we	all	dance	for	freedom:	Imagine	what	that	moment	was	like?	

(where my favorite prayer comes from)
•	 February	18:	Yitro	(Exodus	18:1-20:23)	A	revelation	and	a	shaking	mountain:	When	you	see	it,	you	won’t	believe	it.
•	 February	25:	Mishpatim	(Exodus	21:1-24:18)	All the rules you really need: setting up what we are supposed to know, and do.
Come	see	what	it	is	all	about!	Join	us	on	Shabbat	mornings	from	9	a.m.	to	10	a.m.	as	Rabbi	Ettman	leads	us	through	Torah	study,	which	
includes interesting discussions of what ancient and contemporary thinkers and commentators have to say.
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Sangria & Song 
CANTORS’ COFFEEHOUSE CONCERT
SUNDAY, MARCH 19 • 4:00 - 5:30 PM
We hope you can join us for a delightful afternoon concert 
showcasing Cantor Jordan Franzel, Cantor Faith Steinsnyder, 
Cantor David Perper and Cantor Jamie Marx

This year’s concert will feature a special twist to the 
performance: you get to pick the play list! 

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD THE FORM.

The final play list will be determined by how many “votes” each 
song receives. Print out the playlist forms, make your selections 
and return to the Or Ami office with your payment.

Don’t see your favorite song? For a special donation, the Cantors 
will learn and perform your  
song (refer to the Play List Auction  
Form for complete details).

There will be refreshments,  
including several types of Sangria  
and a coffee bar.

Cost to attend: $18.00 per person  
or $36.00 per family

Please make checks payable to:   
Congregation Or Ami  
and note on the check  
that it is for  
Sangria and Song.

Clergy and Staff
Rabbi	������������������������������������Glenn	Ettman 

rabbiettman@or-ami.org
Cantor	����������������������������������Jordan S. Franzel 

Cantor.Franzel@or-ami.org
Rabbi	Emeritus	��������������������Seymour Prystowsky 

Rabbisp@aol.com
Office	Manager	��������������������Lori	Dafilou	 610-828-9066	x200 

LoriD@or-ami.org
Early	Childhood	
Education	Director	�������������Michelle Ruder  610-828-1086 x400 

MichelleR@or-ami.org 
ECE	Center	
Assistant	Director	���������������Bree Linder 610-828-1086 x401 

ECECenterOffice@or-ami.org
Director	of	Education
and	Lifelong	Learning	��������Rabbi Shoshanah Tornberg 

610-828-4443 x301 
RabbiT@or-ami.org 

Administrative	Support	�����610-828-4443	x300	 
office@or-ami.org

Synagogue	Office�����������������610-828-9066 
office@or-ami.org

Religious	School	������������������610-828-4443 610-828-8689 Fax 
school@or-ami.org

ECE	Center	��������������������������610-828-1086

Officers and Trustees
Executive Officers
Co-President .......................................Larry	Paul
Co-President .......................................Terri	Wolfheimer
Vice	President.....................................Simi Kaplan Baer
Vice	President.....................................Hillary Israeli
Vice	President.....................................Danny Schwartz
Treasurer ..............................................Joshua	Dunoff
Trustees
Deb Brenner, COATz Chair
Tamara Davis
Heather Fritts
Barb	Hoffman,	Membership Chair
Jackie	Kane
Andrew Kasmen, Immediate Past President
Bill Koeleywn, House Committee Chair
Helene Levinson, Spiritual Life Chair
Jeff	Michaels
David	Nasatir
Jen	Segal,	ECEC Committee Chair
Larry Segal
Curt Toll
Jenn	Weiner,	Religious School Chair

Oracle Staff
Editor	���������������������������������������������Carole Verona 

carole.verona@comcast.net
Deadline	First of the month before publication  
of issue. We reserve the discretion to  
edit for space limitations. 

Congregation Or Ami is affiliated with the Union for 
Reform Judaism.

February Worship Schedule
Friday, February 3
6:15pm ..........................Tot Shabbat
7:00pm ..........................Erev	Shabbat	Service

Saturday, February 4
9:00am ..........................Torah Study
10:30am ........................Junior	Congregation

Friday, February 10
7:00pm ..........................Erev	Shabbat	Service

Saturday, February 11
9:00am ..........................Torah Study
10:30am........................Shabbat	Service	honoring	Alexa	Baer,	 

Bat Mitzvah

Friday, February 17
7:00pm ..........................Erev	Shabbat	Service

Saturday, February 18
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

Friday, February 24
7:00pm ..........................Erev	Shabbat	Service

Saturday, February 25
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

http://or-ami.org/wp-content/uploads/Playlist.pdf
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multimedia presentations, MVP 
participants learn appropriate 
conduct when volunteering, the 
importance of giving back to the 
community, and the impact they 
can have on others. In addition 
to the MVP curriculum, 
participants and their parents 
help to co-chair and plan 
their first hands-on volunteer 
experience at one of our MVP 
drop-off events.

Friendship Circle offers three unique leadership opportunities for 
those who wish to make a deeper commitment to our mission. These 
programs go hand in hand with our FC Fellowship Awards, provide 
comprehensive leadership development, and are excellent credentials 
on college admissions applications.

Thanks once again for hosting and partnering with us and we 
look forward to seeing you at our Sunday Circle events on February 
12, February 26 and March 5.

Shopping at Or Ami’s Gift Shop is easy  
and convenient.  

And all proceeds go to Or Ami.
We have a “we trust you” policy. If no one is  

in the shop, go to the office and Lynn  
will help you. Or leave a note with your name,  

phone number and a description of what  
you took and Rachel will contact you for payment.

Mention this ad and  

get $5.00 off your purchase  

of $25 or more. Our Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sunday: 9 a.m. to noon

Or call Rachel at 610-724-4188 for an appointment

Friendship Circle Programs at Or Ami
Dear Congregation Or Ami,

We	at	Friendship	Circle	Philadelphia	are	so	
excited	and	grateful	to	be	using	your	space	
and to be partnering with you for our Sunday 

Circle program. 
Friendship Circle Philadelphia connects teens and 

young adults to youth with special needs and their 
families through a full range of social offerings. Inspired 
by the power of genuine friendships, our youth cultivate 
understanding, kindness and responsibility while 
ensuring a caring and inclusive community.

At Friendship Circle (FC) we offer many great 
programs and many ways to get involved.

Sunday	Circle	is one of Friendship Circle’s flagships 
programs. FC welcomes local teen volunteers and families who 
have children with special needs to bring the whole family (their 
child with special needs, siblings, and other friends) to develop new 
connections through this Sunday afternoon series based around 
Jewish themes. Participants enjoy movement activities, create artistic 
masterpieces, and add unique beats to musical jam sessions in an 
accessible and inclusive environment carefully catered to each and 
every member. Meanwhile, parents can join our popular networking 
and information sessions or simply enjoy some free time. 

Friends	@	Home is another one of the great programs we offer. 
This unique weekly experience gives children with special needs the 
chance to develop a friendship with a teen volunteer in the place 
where they are most comfortable - their own homes. Together, they 
can play games, make crafts, play sports, read books, or enjoy other 
activities. While the pair happily spends time together, parents can 
enjoy respite at home.

Mitzvah	Volunteer	Program	(MVP):	Are you a 6th or 7th 
grader? Are you looking for a mitzvah project? MVP is a six-week 
program aimed at volunteers. Through activities, games, and 
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Mordecai Anielewicz Creative Arts Competition & Exhibition 
Named in honor of the young leader who led Jewish resistance against Nazi tyranny in the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising in 1943, the Anielewicz competition encourages all students, grades 7-12 in the Greater Philadelphia 
area, to learn about and respond to the Holocaust by means of creative expression. 
  
CATEGORIES 

 Creative Writing - Essays, short stories, poems or dramatic scripts 
  Music - Original vocal or instrumental work written for solo, ensemble, band or orchestral presentation 
 Visual Arts - Artwork in any media including painting, sculpture, prints, photography, film & digital media 
 Creative Dance - Solo or group performances 

  
PRIZES & RECOGNITION 

 Gift cards are awarded to winners in three grade groupings – 7th/8th, 9th/10th and 11th/12th 
 Gift card amounts are as follows: first prize $100, second prize, $75, third prize $50 
 All entrants receive a certificate honoring their participation; visual art entries are eligible for inclusion in the 

June 2017 Exhibition at Moore College of Art and Design 
 All awards will be presented at the June 2017 Award Ceremony held at Moore College 

  
GUIDELINES 
Entries must focus on themes that encourage students to view the Holocaust through a broad perspective of 
historical experience.  Students should reflect upon the lessons of the Holocaust in relation to contemporary social 
and political issues. 
 
Click here for entry form 
  
DEADLINE FOR ALL ENTRIES: March 10, 2017  
For more information and to see last year's works visit: www.jewishphilly.org/holocaust 

 
  

Click here for entry form, or go to:  https://form.jotform.com/63265907558972

https://form.jotform.com/63265907558972
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To	The	Curtis	family
Mazel Tov on Molli’s Bat Mitzvah ..........Susan and Hal Michels 
To	Lisa	Lefkowitz
In memory of Sharon Korger ..................Dara	and	Daniel	Jeck
Tree of Life
In	honor	of	the	marriage	of	
Ariel	and	Adam	Naider ............................Michelle and Barry Ruder
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Beatrice Bawer .................Jeanette	and	Ray	Bawer	
In memory of Dana Berger .....................Laurence and Debra Berger
In memory of Louis Berger .....................Laurence and Debra Berger
In	memory	of	Joseph	Blumenthal ..........Laurence and Debra Berger
In memory of Myer Blumenthal ............Laurence and Debra Berger
In	memory	of	Jack	Dashow,	father	of	
Maddy	Winsten,	grandfather	of	Helene	Levinson	 Maddie	Winsten	
In	memory	of	Freedom	Gavin ................Rick	and	Jane	Simon	
In	memory	of	Lester	Goldberg ...............Brooke	and	Joshua	Goldberg	
In	memory	of	Mina	Goldschmidt .........Jeanette	and	Ray	Bawer	
In	memory	of	Regina	Grunes .................Bunny	and	Irv	Grunes	
In	memory	of	Marvin	Polakoff...............Larry and Barbara Kahn 
In memory of Sidney Ravitch .................Ed	and	Cindy	Ravitch	
In	memory	of	Winnie	Rothenberg ........Paula	&	Dan	Leder	
In memory of yahrzeit of Toby Rubin ...Susan Rubin 
In memory of my beloved family, husband, 
parents, sisters and brother ......................Adrianne Safier
In memory of Sadie Leder .......................Paula	&	Dan	Leder
In memory of Abraham Corcos .............Sim	and	Cochava	Prystowsky
In	memory	of	Jack	Alon ...........................Sim	and	Cochava	Prystowsky
In memory of Bert Kaatz .........................Margie	and	Joe	Picone
In memory of Rose Olweiler ...................Margie	and	Joe	Picone
In memory of Frances Modell ................Ben	and	Elyse	Leace
In	memory	of	Shirley	Weiss ....................Joel	and	Iris	Lebed
In	memory	of	Jack	Lebed .........................Joel	and	Iris	Lebed
In	memory	of	Erika	R.	Katz ....................Mila	and	Daniel	Gorman
In	memory	of	Manuel	Weinstock ..........Howard	and	Lisa	Weinstock
In memory of Alfred Tarlow ...................Gail	and	Joel	Cooperman
In memory of Sol Fromer ........................Joel	and	Carrie	Fromer
In memory of Arthur Otto Russ ............Joel	and	Carrie	Fromer
In	memory	of	Rosean	Goldblum ...........Barbara	and	Bob	Goldblum
In	memory	of	Betty	Polakoff ...................Larry and Barbara Kahn
In memory of Dave Kahn ........................Larry and Barbara Kahn
In memory of Anna Fishkin ...................Barbara	and	Bob	Goldblum

Donations for February 2017
Early Childhood Education Fund
To	Marc	and	Stella	Wiser
In	memory	of	Irwin	Wiser ......................Mandy Konowitch
Fine Arts Fund
To	Vivian	Marmon
Best wishes for a speedy recovery ..........Paula	and	Dan	Leder
Light of Our People
To	Randy	and	Deb	Brenner
In memory of Michael Brenner ..............Craig and Lori Israelite
Michael Salkoff Endowment Fund
In	memory	of	Sophie	Cottler
grandmother	of	Reba	Salkoff ..................Reba	and	Bob	Salkoff
In	memory	of	Charles	Handfinger	
father	of	Reba	Salkoff ................................Reba	and	Bob	Salkoff
In	memory	of	Dave	Handfinger	
brother	of	Reba	Salkoff .............................Reba	and	Bob	Salkoff
In	memory	of	Goldye	Rubin
beloved mother-in-law of Rita Rubin....Rita Rubin
In	memory	of	Harold	H�	Rubin
beloved husband of Rita Rubin ...............Rita Rubin
Mitzvah Corps
To	Mr�	and	Mrs�	Robert	Cetlin	and	family
In memory your beloved brother 
and uncle, Leonard Reed..........................Debby and Irv Askow
To	Randy	and	Deb	Brenner
In memory of your father, 
Michael Brenner ........................................Suzanne and Doug Cohen  

Helene	and	Alex	Levinson	 
Susan and Hal Michels

Nancy Roomberg Memorial Fund
To	Elaine	Brenner
In memory of Michael Brenner ..............Phyllis	and	Stanley	Warchaizer
Torah Card Fund
To	Ann	Levitt
In honor of your birthday ........................Gwen	and	Joe	Mennen
To	Elaine	Brenner
In memory of Michael Brenner ..............Ray	and	Jeanette	Bawer 

Stephen and Barbara Berr 
Mitch and Randi Zimmer

To	Randy	and	Deb	Brenner
In memory of your father, 
Michael Brenner ........................................Stephen and Barbara Berr 

Patty	Gallo 
Debbi	and	Peter	Weidman 
Mitch and Randi Zimmer

Alexa Baer
Daughter of Marc & Simi Kaplin Baer 
February 11, 2017
For my bat mitzvah project, my best friend, Molli Curtis (who just became a Bat Mitzvah three weeks ago at 
Or	Ami),	and	I	wrote	a	cookbook.	We	love	to	cook	and	bake.	We	wanted	to	weave	our	favorite	hobby	into	
our bat mitzvah projects. The cookbook is designed especially for kids and it is called “Kidz Love Dough.” 
All	of	the	proceeds	will	be	donated	to	the	Jewish	Relief	Agency	(JRA).	The	Jewish	Relief	Agency	packs	boxes	
of	food	and	delivers	that	food	to	people	who	need	it.	We	both	recently	visited	the	JRA	to	help	pack	food	
boxes	and	deliver	the	food.	We	have	raised	close	to	$2,000,	so	far.	We	plan	to	continue	to	sell	our	cookbook	
and raise more money to support people who need it.
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Help Beautify our Synagogue 
with a Fine Arts Stained Glass 

Window Gift Card
For a $10 minimum contribution, the Fine Arts Committee will 

send a beautiful card for you, In Honor or In Memory

The card depicts one of the large stained glass windows  
(designed by Benoit Gilsoul) on either side of the Beit K’nesset

Just call the office at 610-828-9066

Card will be inscribed with your personal message.  
Proceeds go toward beautification of our synagogue
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 Commemorate, Celebrate, Honor 

Your Loved Ones Forever 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 With an Engraved Copper Leaf on the   
Tree of Life 

 
 The Or Ami Tree of Life is a tree of simchas, celebration and honor that 
continues to flourish with the names, events and dates of our milestones, achievements 
and acknowledgements. 
 
 What a wonderful way to commemorate a birth, an adoption, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
confirmation, wedding, anniversary, conversion, accomplishment or award, while 
contributing to our synagogue’s beautification and sustainability.   
 
 For only $118 per leaf, you can give a beautiful, meaningful gift that will last a 
lifetime. To order, please use the form below or call the Or Ami office at 610-828-9066, 
or order online at: www.or-ami.org and click through the Tree of Life Order Form .  

Place your order now! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tree of Life Order Form (Please print) 
 
In Honor of: ___________________________ Date of Event: ________________  
 
Event (i.e., Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding, etc.)              Greeting (Love, From, etc.) 
 
____________________________________   _____________________ 
 
Purchased by: Name________________________________  
 
Address_____________________________ City___________________State_____  
 
Number of leaves*______    Amount enclosed ($118/leaf )____________ 
 
* For additional leaves, please fill out the above information on the reverse side of this form. 
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Burns & Kasmen

Two Bala Plaza
Suite 718

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
akasmen@burnskasmen.com

215.517.5800 office 
267.287.1036 direct 
610.517.5800 cell
267.287.1076 fax

Andrew S. Kasmen
AT TORNEY AT LAW

WE 
NEED 
YOUR 
HELP!
We have a great committee 
working hard to create a 
fabulous Spring Fun-draiser in 
April: VIVA OR AMI. 

There will be delicious food provided by Infinity Caterers, and fantastic music provided by Mas Tequila!

As part of the evening, we would like to have an auction of several big offerings to help increase the 
success of this endeavor.  To that end, we are asking you to help by contributing one of the following 
items for our auction:

• A weekend at a shore or mountain home…Tickets to a local sporting event…A round of golf at a 
local country club…A spa day…You get the idea -- something wonderful!  

If you can contribute any of the above (or something equally fantastic), we would be most 
appreciative! If you have something to donate, please contact the office.
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The One Salon for all your Beauty & Relaxation Needs

505 1/2 Germantown Pike • Lafayette Hill
610.828.0211 • www.heavenearthsalon.com

Heaven & Earth Salon
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