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We Got Chanukah!

Our annual Chanukah bazaar (Got Chanukah?) was a big success! There was fun and food – an airbrush 
design artist who made custom clothing gifts, a moon bounce, a face painter, arts and crafts, and latkes. 
The event raised money for the religious school and the Early Childhood Education Center.

t	Gift baskets and chanukiyot

There were winners: At least 25 baskets of goodies were raffled off, and three students were honored for having created the most outstanding 
chanukiyot. The chanukiyot winners were chosen by people attending the event, who voted by making contributions. The winning entries are 
shown below, but all of the entries were terrific! 

First Place: Autumn theme by Sam Neuman Runner Up: Minecraft by Mason Felps Runner Up:  Flyers by Blake Ambler

There was also social action awareness: These projects were driven by Omdim students who were raising money for their favorite causes, which 
they researched as part of their learning this year.

Jewish Relief Agency Anti-bullying Reproductive rights Animal cruelty

Fun, food, creativity, good deeds – who could ask for more?!

t	Crafting fun – making glass 
chanukiyot!

q	Sixth grade students and 
teacher Susan Litcofsky had 
fun! Not shown is teacher 
Cantor Franzel.
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Clergy and Staff
Rabbi ....................................Glenn Ettman 

rabbiettman@or-ami.org
Cantor ..................................Jordan S. Franzel 

Cantor.Franzel@or-ami.org
Rabbi Emeritus ....................Seymour Prystowsky 

Rabbisp@aol.com
Office Manager ....................Lori Dafilou 610-828-9066 x200 

LoriD@or-ami.org
Administrative Assistant ....Lynn Alexander 610-828-9066 x201 

LynnA@or-ami.org 
Early Childhood 
Education Director .............Michelle Ruder  610-828-1086 x400 

MichelleR@or-ami.org 
ECE Center 
Assistant Director ...............Bree Linder 610-828-1086 x401 

ECECenterOffice@or-ami.org
Director of Education
and Lifelong Learning ........Rabbi Shoshanah Tornberg 

610-828-4443 x301 
RabbiT@or-ami.org 

Administrative Support .....610-828-4443 x300  
office@or-ami.org

Synagogue Office.................610-828-9066 
office@or-ami.org

Religious School ..................610-828-4443 610-828-8689 Fax 
school@or-ami.org

ECE Center ..........................610-828-1086

Officers and Trustees
Executive Officers
Co-President .......................................Larry Paul
Co-President .......................................Terri Wolfheimer
Vice President.....................................Simi Kaplan Baer
Vice President.....................................Hillary Israeli
Vice President.....................................Danny Schwartz
Treasurer ..............................................Joshua Dunoff
Trustees
Deb Brenner, COATz Chair
Tamara Davis
Heather Fritts
Barb Hoffman, Membership Chair
Jackie Kane
Andrew Kasmen, Immediate Past President
Bill Koeleywn, House Committee Chair
Helene Levinson, Spiritual Life Chair
Jeff Michaels
David Nasatir
Jen Segal, ECEC Committee Chair
Larry Segal
Curt Toll
Jenn Weiner, Religious School Chair

Oracle Staff
Editor ............................................. Carole Verona 

carole.verona@comcast.net
Deadline First of the month before publication  
of issue. We reserve the discretion to  
edit for space limitations. 

Congregation Or Ami is affiliated with the Union for 
Reform Judaism.

Our Mission
Congregation Or Ami strives to be a warm and welcoming 

center of Jewish life built on the foundation of Torah (Jewish 

Text and Tradition), Avodah (Spiritual Fulfillment), and 

G’milut Chasadim (Acts of Lovingkindness). We embrace 

the varied needs and rich diversity of our congregants, our 

community, and the Jewish people. We endeavor to create 

an inviting and inclusive community that promotes spiritual 

fulfillment for our congregants and supports their search 

for God. We take pride in the strong partnership among 

our clergy, professional staff, lay leaders, and congregants. 

Guided by Jewish values, we are strengthened by our active 

volunteerism and informed decision-making. We uphold 

the principles and ideals of the Reform movement and are a 

member of the Union for Reform Judaism.

Y

January Worship Schedule
Friday, January 6

6:15pm ..........................Tot Shabbat
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, January 7
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

Friday, January 13
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, January 14
9:00am ..........................Torah Study

Friday, January 20
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, January 21
9:00am ..........................Torah Study
10:30am ........................Shabbat Service honoring Molli Curtis, 

Bat Mitzvah

Friday, January 27
7:00pm ..........................Erev Shabbat Service

Saturday, January 28
9:00am ..........................Torah Study



3

Debbie Friedman  
Erev Shabbat Service!
Join Rabbi Ettman and Cantor Franzel on January 6 for a 

special Erev Shabbat service honoring the music of Debbie 
Friedman.  The service will begin at 7PM, following the Tot 

Shabbat service which will begin at 6:15.
Deborah Lynn “Debbie” Friedman (February 23, 1951 - January 
9, 2011) was an American singer-songwriter of Jewish religious 
songs and melodies. She is perhaps best known for her setting 
of “Mi Shebeirach,” the prayer for healing, which is used by 
hundreds of congregations across America. Ms. Friedman was 
a feminist whose music had its greatest impact on Reform and 
Conservative liturgy, though it also affected women’s tefillah 
[prayer], and Orthodox feminist circles.  She was a religious bard 
and angel for the entire community.

SAVE THE DATE!
Friday, January 13 at 7:00pm
Meet Rabbi Josh Franklin

Please join us on Friday, January 13, for a special musical 
Shabbat service at which Rabbinic Search Candidate Rabbi 
Josh Franklin, and his family, will be our guests.  Rabbi 

Franklin currently serves as Associate Rabbi at Temple Beth 
Elohim in Wellesley, MA.
Everyone will have the opportunity to meet and talk with Rabbi 
Franklin at the oneg following the service.  We hope you can join 
us in welcoming Rabbi Franklin.

More of the Rabbi’s  
Favorite Things

Rabbi Ettman continues to provide us with “teasers” 
designed to enhance our interest in each week’s 
Torah portion. Don’t be surprised if you find 

references to Hamilton (his very favorite); Les Miserables 
or other Broadway musicals; plays; TV shows; songs; and 
other creative endeavors.

•	 January	7:	Vayigash	(Genesis	44:18-47:27) 
“Stars, in their multitudes” - Joseph, dreams, and 
forgiveness

•	 January	14:	Vayechi	(Genesis	47:28-50:26)	 
“Forgiveness…can you imagine?” - What would you do 
after you see your brothers who sold you in to slavery 
come back? 

•	 January	21:	Shemot	(Exodus	1:1-6:1) 
“This is a not a moment, it’s a movement.” - Moses, a 
bush that burns, and how it begins.

•	 January	28:	Va’era	(Exodus	6:2-9:35) 
“Ya gotta have a gimmick.” - Moses, Pharaoh, and a few 
plagues. Let’s see what happens.

Come see what it is all about! Join us on Shabbat mornings 
from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. as Rabbi Ettman leads us through 
Torah study, which includes interesting discussions of what 
ancient and contemporary thinkers and commentators 
have to say.

Shopping at Or Ami’s Gift Shop is easy  
and convenient.  

And all proceeds go to Or Ami.
We have a “we trust you” policy. If no one is  

in the shop, go to the office and Lynn  
will help you. Or leave a note with your name,  

phone number and a description of what  
you took and Rachel will contact you for payment.

Mention this ad and  

get $5.00 off your purchase  

of $25 or more. Our Hours:
Monday – Thursday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Sunday: 9 a.m. to noon

Or call Rachel at 610-724-4188 for an appointment
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Instead of, or in addition to Chabad…
By Sue Ackland

I just made a discovery which elicited a palm to my forehead 
reaction; there is an interesting, engaging Reform Jewish website 
for learning more about our religion and for reading about issues 

from a Reform Jewish perspective. The site called ReformJudaism.
org: http://www.reformjudaism.org.  
I frequently enough visit the Chabad website for technical 
information such as on which holidays I should light yorzeit lamps. 
At some point in the past, I was researching some questions about 
kabbalah, and found interesting information on the Chabad site, but I 

vaguely wondered why I wasn’t aware of something comparable from 
our own community. A few weeks ago, I went to the URJ website, but 
that was not the sort of thing I was looking for. Today I realized that a 
Google search on URJ is not the same as a search on Reform Judaism, 
et voila. (I only learned subsequently that all I had to do was check 
out the Jewish Community Resource Links heading in the left-hand 
column of The “News and Notes” weekly email.) I’ve included a few 
screen shots of the home page of that I hope will encourage you to 
investigate ReformJudaism.org. I plan to do this, too.

Omdim do social action while learning
Project Based Learning is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an extended period of time to 
investigate and respond to an engaging and complex question, problem, or challenge.

Students work on the board they presented 
at the “Got Chanukah?” tzedakah fair 
booth. They are exploring how to prevent 
and how to respond to bullying. They aim to 
raise awareness and money for the Anti-
Defamation League

Alexa Baer shows off the homemade kids’ 
cookbook she and Molli Curtis sold at “Got 
Chanukah?” for a very personal mitzvah 
project.

Omdim faculty member, Heather Kay, 
works with students Caroline Kay and Sally 
Sudman as they explore the Jewish values 
behind the ethical call for gender equality.  
This group specifically explores reproductive 
freedom and Women of the Wall. They 
hope to raise awareness and funds for the 
organization.

http://www.reformjudaism.org
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Donations
Early Childhood Education Fund
To Gail Gadol and family
In memory of your beloved father 
and grandfather, Steve Schlenger ...........Heather, Doug, Avery and Chase 

Fritts 
Kathy and Mark Gordon

To Michelle Ruder
In honor of Ariel’s wedding .....................Sherry Dainoff  

Jennifer and Doron Segal
To Tzaveem Class of the Or Ami ECEC
In honor of the Tzaveem Class! ..............Krista and Brent Regaldi
Jeff Kedson Youth Fund
To Hayley Leopold
In memory of your grandmother ..........Lori and Craig Israelite
Light of Our People
To Lori and Craig Israelite
Mazel Tov on the marriage of 
Margie and Rob ..........................................Judy and Jeff Rosenbaum
To Brenda Schlenger
In loving memory of 
Steven Schlenger ........................................Sylvia Tashman
Michael Salkoff Endowment Fund
In memory of 
the yahrzeit of Julius M. Rubin, beloved 
father-in-law of Rita Rubin ......................Rita Rubin
Mitzvah Fund
To	Jill	and	Stuart	Green
In memory of your mother, 
Joan Rosenblatt ..........................................Dene Bloom 

The Jeck family 
To the Milkman Family
In memory of your father and 
grandfather, Murray Milkman ................The Jeck family
Ted and Michael Goldman Tzedakah Fund
To Dene Bloom
In appreciation............................................Lori and Craig Israelite

Help Beautify our Synagogue 
with a Fine Arts Stained Glass 

Window Gift Card
For a $10 minimum contribution, the Fine Arts Committee will 

send a beautiful card for you, In Honor or In Memory

The card depicts one of the large stained glass windows  
(designed by Benoit Gilsoul) on either side of the Beit K’nesset

Just call the office at 610-828-9066

Card will be inscribed with your personal message.  
Proceeds go toward beautification of our synagogue

Torah Card Fund
To the Berger family
In memory of Motiz Berger ....................Maxine and Randy Petersohn
To Mr. and Mrs. Tony Bush and family
In memory of Annette Radley ................Debby and Irv Askow
To	Jill	and	Stuart	Green
In memory of Joan Rosenblatt ................Alyson, Jeffrey, Amanda, Marissa and 

Justin Nerenberg
To Lisa Kaplan
In memory of Joan Rosenblatt ................Alyson, Jeffrey, Amanda, Marissa and 

Justin Nerenberg
To the Orens family
In memory of your beloved nephew 
Daniel Orens ...............................................Debby and Irv Askow
To Michelle Ruder
In honor of Ariel’s wedding .....................Susan and Hal Michels
To Mrs. Brenda Schlenger and family
In memory of Steven Schlenger .............Libby Schwartz
To Mindy Schwartz
In memory of Joan Rosenblatt ................Alyson, Jeffrey, Amanda, Marissa and 

Justin Nerenberg
To Harriet Seidman
In memory of Edwin Snyderman ..........Ilene Buchert 

Maryann and David Giordano
To Bob and Heidi Shusterman
In memory of Murray Shusterman .......Howard and Sandie Salasin
Yahrzeit Fund
In memory of Gerson Feinstein .............Trudi and Joel Azeff
In memory of Lester Goldberg ...............Brooke and Joshua Goldberg
In memory of Herman Goldstein ..........Maris Delano
In memory of David Leace ......................Ben and Elyse Leace
In memory of Irving Lukoff ....................Carole and Joel Lukoff
In memory of Dr. Bernard Paul..............Susan and Larry Paul
In memory of Benj Pinheiro ...................Jill and Rich Connolly
In memory of Rae Poloner ......................Lois and Stan Sinowitz
In memory of Helen Sinowitz .................Lois and Stan Sinowitz 
In memory of Martin Slomine ...............Larry and Karen Denenberg 
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Molli Curtis 
January 21, 2017 
Daughter of Michael 
and Stacy Curtis
For my mitzvah project I 
made a cookbook for kids 
by kids called “Kids Love 
Dough.” The books are being 
sold for $15 and all of the 
money I receive is going to 
the Jewish Relief Agency 
(JRA). I have loved to cook 
since I was younger so this 
was a perfect mitzvah project 

because I got to do something I love, cooking, and give back through 
the JRA. Along with just selling the cookbook, I also volunteered at 
the JRA, packaging and delivering boxes. This was a great experience 
and I hope to continue doing this mitzvah

Dave Nasatir 
Joins PA 
Convention 
Center Board
Congratulations to Dave 

Nasatir, who was recently 
named to fill a seat on the 

Pennsylvania Convention Center 
board of directors. An article about 

Dave’s appointment appeared in the December 15th issue of The 
Jewish Exponent.
Dave also serves on the Pennsylvania Industrial Development 
Authority board of directors and the Delaware Valley Regional 
Finance Authority. He is chair of the business and finance department 
of Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell and Hippel LLP.
Dave is a member of the Or Ami board of trustees and is currently 
co-chair of the rabbi search committee.

COATz Volunteers: Making Our Community A Better Place
By Deb Brenner, COATz Co-Chair

COATz is Congregation Or Ami’s social action group. The 
purpose of social action is to help others in the community 
and to repair the world. In a world where we are seeing 

so much sadness, this is a great opportunity to help make our 
community a better place. 
Here are some of the things we did in the past or are currently 
participating in that have been extremely meaningful: 
•	 Volunteering	at	the	Ronald	McDonald	House.	We	made	breakfast	

for the families staying there and visited with them. 
•	 Participating	in	Warming	Philly,	which	is	clothing	people	in	the	

local area with coats and warm clothing. 
•		 Volunteered	at	Cradles	for	Crayons	by	sorting	through	clothing	

that goes to impoverished families. 
•	 Participating	in	“Walk	a	Mile	in	Her	Shoes”	through	the	Laurel	

House. “Walk a Mile in Her Shoes” is an international men’s 
march that consists of men who walk one mile in high-heeled 
shoes as a symbol of putting themselves in the shoes of victims of 
gender and sexual violence. 

•	 Hosted	“Stop	Hunger	Now”	by	packaging	10,000	meals	for	people	
starving all over the world.

•	 Partnered	with	JAFCO	(Jewish	Adoption	and	Family	Care	
Options) and provided Chanukah wishes for children who are 
staying there. 

•	 Provided	Thanksgiving	dinners	and	delivered	them	to	local	
families. 

•	 Collected	items	for	the	Norristown	Ministry,	which	is	a	day	shelter	
in Norristown that provides showers and meals for homeless 
people. 

•	 Helped	local	families	that	are	struggling	by	collecting	gift	cards	
and items for them. 

•	 Volunteered	at	SHARE,	which	helps	brings	24.6	million	pounds	of	
emergency food relief to low-income families in Philadelphia.

 We know that everyone is very busy but it feels so good to participate 
in these different things. We hope that you will consider joining 
COATz and participating in some of these activities. We are 
always looking for new ideas and looking for people to help on the 
committee. It’s a minimal time commitment. 
Please contact Deb Delano Brenner at deb@thebrenners.net or Missy 
Schwartz Sterling at mschwartzsterling@msn.com if you are available 
to help on the committee or would like to participate.

Ongoing Adult Education Courses
Contemporary Issues in Ethics 
Taught	by	Rabbi	Ettman	every	Thursday,	at	11:00am	in	the	Rabbi’s	office. 
In this hour-long class, we will explore issues in contemporary culture. No prior knowledge is required. Classes are drop-in sessions – feel free to 
join us whenever you are able!
Torah, Torah and More Torah -- Adult Torah Study of the Prophets and Writings - A New Torah Study
Taught	by	Rabbi	Ettman,	every	Sunday	morning	from	9:30-10:30am	in	the	Oneg	Room. 
Join Rabbi Ettman as we explore other sections of the Torah tradition by exploring the Prophets and Writings. We will use the actual text, in 
English, as our launching point to relevant and interesting discussions. Each session will be a stand alone class and no Torah experience is 
necessary. So, come join us on Sunday mornings!
Torah Study
Portion of the week continues as usual, every Saturday morning from 9 – 10 am (or slightly later if there is no bar or bat mitzvah). Join us in the Oneg 
room. No prior experience needed – just an interest in exploring the ways in which our sacred text is always relevant. Lively discussion is guaranteed!
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 Commemorate, Celebrate, Honor 

Your Loved Ones Forever 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 With an Engraved Copper Leaf on the   
Tree of Life 

 
 The Or Ami Tree of Life is a tree of simchas, celebration and honor that 
continues to flourish with the names, events and dates of our milestones, achievements 
and acknowledgements. 
 
 What a wonderful way to commemorate a birth, an adoption, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
confirmation, wedding, anniversary, conversion, accomplishment or award, while 
contributing to our synagogue’s beautification and sustainability.   
 
 For only $118 per leaf, you can give a beautiful, meaningful gift that will last a 
lifetime. To order, please use the form below or call the Or Ami office at 610-828-9066, 
or order online at: www.or-ami.org and click through the Tree of Life Order Form .  

Place your order now! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tree of Life Order Form (Please print) 
 
In Honor of: ___________________________ Date of Event: ________________  
 
Event (i.e., Bar or Bat Mitzvah, wedding, etc.)              Greeting (Love, From, etc.) 
 
____________________________________   _____________________ 
 
Purchased by: Name________________________________  
 
Address_____________________________ City___________________State_____  
 
Number of leaves*______    Amount enclosed ($118/leaf )____________ 
 
* For additional leaves, please fill out the above information on the reverse side of this form. 
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Burns & Kasmen

Two Bala Plaza
Suite 718

Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
akasmen@burnskasmen.com

215.517.5800 office 
267.287.1036 direct 
610.517.5800 cell
267.287.1076 fax

Andrew S. Kasmen
AT TORNEY AT LAW
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Like us on Facebook 
and check in often to 
keep up-to-date on 

what’s going on.

https://www.facebook.com/OrAmiPA/
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Please 
patronize 

our 
advertisers!

Please 
patronize 

our 
advertisers!

The One Salon for all your Beauty & Relaxation Needs

505 1/2 Germantown Pike • Lafayette Hill
610.828.0211 • www.heavenearthsalon.com

Heaven & Earth Salon
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