
Congregational participation on Friday night has grown exponentially, and with it

our repertoire. Listening to the singing, I hear a congregation that is more

comfortable, confident and joyous. Deb Roger’s addition of a song following the

sermon brings a meditative listening experience we need and appreciate.

We’ve intentionally connected songs between Friday Shabbat Services and Sunday

tefillah (service), which has brought our community closer together. Additionally we

note it is because we have a relationship with the music director, whom we see

Friday and Sunday, our community is more connected.

A note about High Holy Days: Suburban Temple-Kol Ami has always had a

magnificent choir and musical experience. Our Music Director has elevated our High

Holy Days because of their knowledge, connection to the culture and life of the

congregation, and quite simply, increased available hours to work on crafting a

spiritual and meaningful experience.

When at services on Friday, what’s one thing you’ve noticed about congregational

singing? Is there a song that brings you great joy? Is there a song you miss?

When at High Holy Day services, what’s one moment that you found musically

uplifting-and why?

What else would you like me to know?

This recommendation has proven to be excellent. The Music Director has transformed

the music program at Suburban Temple-Kol Ami.

Just a few examples:

1.

2.

3.

Even as I celebrate the extraordinary success of our music program, I know that there is

room for growth. To that end, I leave you with these questions. Please send your

answers to avann@suburbantemple.org:

Shabbat Worship
Calendar 

It’s hard to believe it was just about eight years ago that a task
force came together to determine if we were meeting the musical
needs of the congregation. The results of the task force led to the
recommendation to significantly increase the role of the Music
Director.

Shabbat Services are held in our Sanctuary

Visit our Shabbat Page for links. 
and simulcast via Zoom and on our website. 

December 2023 - January 2024 

Celebrating Music at
Suburban Temple-Kol Ami!

Rabbi Allison Vann

avann@suburbantemple.org 

Friday, December 1st | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, December 8th | 6 PM
Chanukah, Consecration, and
Come Grow With Me Service  
Friday, December 15th | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, December 22nd | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, December 29th | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, January 5th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, January 12th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, January 19th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, January 19th | 6 PM 
Come Grow With Me Shabbat
Friday, January 26th | 6 PM 
Kol Nashim Shabbat Shira 
Saturday, January 27th | 10:30 AM 
Bat Mitzvah - Vivian Buzzard

Mazal Tov
to the Buzzard family!

Vivian Buzzard, daughter of
Kacie and John Buzzard, will

become Bat Mitzvah on
Saturday, January 27th.
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These daily miracles help keep me motivated and looking forward. For 75 years, Suburban Temple – Kol Ami has been here for Reform Jews
of Cleveland. I hope that we will be here for another 75 years. Part of ensuring that we will be is the financial support of each and every
member.

There are many ways to support ST-KA financially. Two take place each year and are critical to our operations. First, your gift to Open Doors
(our membership program). As of this writing, 80% of our families have made their 2023-24 Open Doors commitment. If you’re part of the
remaining 20%, approximately 50 families, please make your commitment TODAY. You should have received another reminder earlier this
week.

The second is our annual campaign. A great campaign story and your pledge card will be in your mailbox shortly. I know that we can count
on everyone to make a generous gift to this year’s campaign. Thank you!

Lastly, as we end 2023 and begin 2024, I want to thank you – each and every one of you for making Suburban Temple – Kol Ami an amazing
congregation and community and I want to wish each of you a year of happiness, health, and all good things.

B’shalom,

Brett

FROM BRETT'S DESK 

bshankman@suburbantemple.org 

Next week, we will celebrate Chanukah and retell the story of the Maccabees and the miracle of that one vial of oil.
It seems to me that we see miracles every day – modern medicine, technology, and much more.

As a professional working for our Jewish community, I see different miracles every day when I walk into our building.
Our people choosing Judaism for thousands of years when it could be so much easier to simply assimilate into the
wider culture. The flag of Israel in our lobby honoring our Jewish homeland and all that it represents. The excitement
of our youngest learners as they begin their lifelong learning journey.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1st: 

FRIDAY - SUNDAY, APRIL 12th - 14th: 

Rabbi Vann’s “Bat Mitzvah” Weekend 
Featuring Artist-in-Residence Dan Nichols! Mark your
calendar to celebrate Rabbi Vann’s 13 years at ST-KA. 

Special Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services 
Rachel Gordan, PhD, Author, & Historian, author of
“Suburban Temple and the Creation of Postwar
American Judaism”, a chapter in the book “Cleveland
Jews and the Making of a Midwest Community.” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Mazal Tov

Elliott Davis &

Drake Houston!
Join us in celebrating their

Consecration on Dec. 8th!

mailto:bshankman@suburbantemple.org
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snyer@suburbantemple.org 

However, the “Miracle of Oil” story is not the whole story of Chanukah. It was reported in the Babylonian Talmud in 500 C.E.,
almost 700 years after the Maccabees recaptured the Temple. A more accurate historical record of the Maccabean war is found in
the Second Book of Maccabees. This book, written for Jews who lived outside the land of Israel, was composed around 120 BCE –
about 300 years after the first Chanukah. In this book, we are told that when the Maccabees reclaimed the temple, there was
delayed celebration of Sukkot, which they had missed while they were battling the Syrian Greeks. Since this battle was so
significant in our history, it was decided that this delayed celebration of Sukkot, which they called Chanukah (rededication) after
the rededication of the temple, would remain as a reminder of the Maccabees and their dedication to Judaism.

The truth is both stories are significant and teach a similar lesson. They remind us that we should always be proud to be Jewish and
fight for our right to religious freedom and from religious persecution.

One of the most joyous and delightful Jewish rituals is Consecration. Each year we formally welcome our newest students to Torah
as they begin their Jewish learning journey. Consecration began well over a hundred years ago in the Reform Movement and is now
part of celebrations throughout congregations everywhere!

Last year we moved Consecration to our Chanukah service for three reasons. The first is that, as the Maccabees taught, Chanukah
is a holiday about Jewish identity and pride. As our learners begin their journey, we want them to know more than anything they
should always feel proud to be Jewish. We also chose to connect Consecration to Chanukah because just as the Maccabees
rededicated the Temple in Jerusalem with light and a dedication to celebration, we commit ourselves to giving these young
learners all the values and knowledge they will need to become a light to the world. There is a practical reason, too: it gives our
youngest learners more time to integrate into Our Tent and prepare for the service.

We know Consecration during Chanukah will once again be meaningful and joyous. Please mark your calendar to join us on
December 8 at 6 PM as we celebrate Chanukah and Consecration

Around this time each year we celebrate Chanukah and remember the popular “Miracle of Oil” story. As the
story goes, when the Maccabees recaptured the Temple in Jerusalem, they worked hard to clean it up. The
Maccabees wanted to light the Temple’s Menorah. But they found only one small jar of sacred oil in the
Temple, enough to burn for just one day. As messengers went to collect more oil, the Maccabees decided to
light the Menorah with the small quantity of oil that they had found. With God’s help, a miracle happened –
the oil burned for eight days.

CONSECRATION, DEDICATION, AND LIGHT
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MahMah

RabuRabu

in in Trimester Two!Trimester Two!
Living a life of wonder and aweLiving a life of wonder and awe

Our Tent’s theme for the yearOur Tent’s theme for the year



Chanukah Blessings 

Candles are placed in the chanukiah (the Hebrew word
for a Chanukah menorah) from right to left, 

but the candles are lit from left to right. 
First, light the shamash (the “helper” candle that is 

higher or lower than the other eight), 
then use it to kindle the rest of the candles. 

On Shabbat during Chanukah, this year on December 8th, 
kindle the Chanukah lights first 
and then the Shabbat candles. 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav 

v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah. 

BLESSED are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights. 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu 

bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh. 

BLESSED are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season. 

...and on the first night only: 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu 
laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
for giving us life, for sustaining us, 
and for enabling us to reach this season. 

We light the first candle on Thursday, December 7th. 



Dec. 18

Feb. 19

April 1

May 20

Kantika
by

Elizabeth
Graver

The Book of Goose by YiYun Li

21 Lessons for the 21st
Century

by Yuval Noah Harari
President Garfield:

from Radical to Unifier
by C.W. Goodyear

Kol Nashim Book Club
Selections for 2023/2024! 

Watch your Temple Times e-mails for
details and registration!

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami Annual Campaign

ST-KA Stories

Our ST-KA annual campaign seeks to share the stories that show
how meaningful our community is to our members. Gifts to the
ST-KA Stories Annual Campaign are a crucial component of our
yearly operating budget.

Annual Campaign
Mailings coming soon.
Watch your mailbox!

Please give generously. Thank you!

Kol Nashim Presents:

Shabbat Shira
January 26th! 
Shabbat Shira
January 26th! 

Join us for services
highlighting music written

by Jewish women!



In memory of 

In loving memory of 

Ellen and Edward Weber 

Curtiss Family Dir. Discretionary Fund 

Education Fund 
In loving memory of 
Ruth Gusky 

Emily and Jim Gusky 

In loving memory of 
Cilla Nusbaum 

Beth and Rand Curtiss 

Operating Fund
In loving memory of
     Lawrence Blumenthal
          Flora Blumenthal

In loving memory of
     Gloria Dinner
          Sherry and Gary Dinner

In loving memory of
     Irmgard Baer
          Barbara and Irwin Feldman

In loving memory of
     Albert J. Baer
          Barbara and Irwin Feldman

In loving memory of
     Hyman L. Feldman
          Barbara and Irwin Feldman

In loving memory of
     Raymond Glaubinger
          Jane Glaubinger and Eric Baer

In loving memory of
     Judy Kaplan
          Bonnie and Howard Goodman

In loving memory of
     Bob Gries
          Ginny and Dennis Lehman

In loving memory of
     Bob Gries
          Amy and Ken Rogat

In loving memory of
     Bernard L. Rosenberg
          Gayle and Charles Rosenberg

In loving memory of
     Helen Leight Duke
          Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg

In loving memory of
     Ken Zeisler
          Laura Zeisler

Shewitz Music Fund
In honor and appreciation of
     Deb Rogers
          Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

Stashower Family Garden Fund
In loving memory of
     Manuel Forman
          Jane and Jonathan Forman

Annual Appeal
Jim Grunzweig

In loving memory of
     Richard A. Katzman
          Audrey Katzman

Bimah Flowers
In loving memory of
     Eleanor Gerson
          Tom Gerson and Laurie Bruder

In loving memory of
     Alvin “Bud” Haas
          Dori and Blair Haas

In loving memory of
     Phyllis W. Margolius and David L.
....Margolius
          Barbara and Richard Margolius,
.........Jane and Daniel Laibstain, Marcia
.........and Andrew Margolius

Curtiss Family Director’s Discretionary
Fund
In loving memory of
     Eva Resnik
          Loree and Alan Resnik

Oneg Shabbat
In loving memory of
     Julian B. Galvin
          Shelly and Tom Galvin

In loving memory of 
     David Gary Weinberger
          Laurie Bruder and Tom Gerson

Our Tent Education Fund
Florence and Dennis Mitchell
Ellyn Ross

In loving memory of
     Marlin Farver
          Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

In honor of
     Rabbi Shana Nyer in honor and
....appreciation for her 10 years at      
....ST-KA
          Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or sympathy or to
honor important accomplishments or events. A current list of temple funds is available from the temple office. Donations may be made
online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form. Donations listed below were received between October 19, 2023 and
November 20, 2023. Please let us know if we made an error or failed to list your donation. Thank you.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In loving memory of
     Bob Gries
          Joanie and Tom Adler

In honor of
     Patricia Rainer Cope
          Ronald Cope

In honor of
     Rabbi Vann
          Emily and Jim Gusky

In honor of
     Rabbi Vann
          Julie Lineburgh and Shane Kearns

In honor of
     Rabbi Vann
          Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

In loving memory of
     Muriel Nachman
          David Nachman

In honor of
     Brett Shankman
          Karstin Olofsson and Jon Goldman

In loving memory of
     Adele Spiegelman
          Joyce Watts

http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form


Milestone birthday listings begin 
at age fifty and every five years afterwards. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 
Milestone anniversary listings begin at ten

years and then every five years afterwards. 
Please let us know if we are missing your 

important milestone! 

Mazal tovMazal tov to our members to our members  
who are celebratingwho are celebrating  

milestone birthdays in December:milestone birthdays in December:

...and ...and mazal tov mazal tov to our membersto our members  
who are celebratingwho are celebrating  

milestone anniversaries in December:milestone anniversaries in December:  

Shirlee Blonder - 101 years old
Megan Cohen

Barbara Lederman
Amy Schuman

Rebecca and Leonid Reyzis

Join Rabbi Shana and Maggie Wise for

our Tu B’shvat Come Grow With Me

Shabbat service on January 19th!

Shabbat Dinner followed by fun for kids 0-7 and

their families will begin at 6pm In the family ed room

Register via email to Rabbi Shana at snyer@suburbantemple.org

Volunteers Needed!

Sometimes we need Shabbat Ushers, Greeters,

helpers for Oneg set up, and Shabbat zoom helpers!

Contact Brett for Information!

Interested?

Mazal tovMazal tov to our members to our members  
who are celebratingwho are celebrating  

milestone birthdays in January:milestone birthdays in January:

Larry Bresler
Ellen Eisenberg

Katherine Pfister

Sat. Dec. 2nd &
Sat. Jan. 27th
10:30-11:30am

Future Dates:
March 2nd, 

April 27th, May 18th

RSVP to Rabbi Shana Nyer:
snyer@suburbantemple.org

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
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Register via email to
rarian@suburbantemple.org

We will be out of office from Dec. 25th to the 29th

Shabbat services will still happen on the 29th! 
BUT

Join us at 6pm in person or via Zoom!

In case of emergency, please contact
Brett via phone at (216) 536-2309

Looking Forward to
Chanukah? Us Too!

Chanukah is an extra
special time for us here at
ST-KA as we celebrate
the Consecration of our

newest learners!

We will welcome them to begin
their journey and we dedicate

ourselves to helping them
become a light in our world.

Our Chanukah and
Consecration service will

take place on December 8th
at 6pm, dinner to follow!

$24 per adult, $12 per child
Free for CGWM families
Deadline to register is

Tuesday, December 5th.

Lori Rosenberg, President
Ellyn Ross, Vice-President
Margery Mazoh, Secretary
Michelle Brown & Tracey Messer, Co-Treasurers
Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President

Allison Vann, Rabbi 
Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010)
Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002)
Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976)
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning
Annika Balish, Music Director
John Farragher, Maintenance Supervisor
Rochelle Arian, Administrative Assistant
Smadar Lahav, Administrative Assistant

22401 Chagrin Blvd. • Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345
Phone: 216.991.0700 • Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org
www.suburbantemple.org 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

STAFF 

OFFICERS 

 

Follow us on social media: 

www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple

http://bit.ly/ST-KAyoutube 

Come Grow With Me will also
be joining us for this service with
Rabbi Shana and Maggie Wise
joining Rabbi Vann and Annika

Balish for prayer and song.
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mailto:rarian@suburbantemple.org
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube

