
Shabbat Worship
Calendar 

Shabbat Services are held in our Sanctuary

Visit our Shabbat Page for links. 
and simulcast via Zoom and on our website. 

February 2024 

This is why, 15 years ago, February was declared “Jewish Disability Awareness,

Acceptance and Inclusion Month”.

Jewish Disability Awareness, Acceptance, and Inclusion Month (JDAIM) unites

Jewish communities to raise awareness and champion the rights of all Jews,

including Jews with different abilities, to be respected, valued, and included in

all aspects of Jewish community life.

Our Jewish values teach that access and dignity are top priorities, as Pirke Avot

teaches, “treat no one lightly and think nothing is useless, for everything has a

moment and everything has a place.”

Here’s a special example: every Yom Kippur we bring bags and bags of food to

the synagogue, which are donated to the JFSA food pantry.

Friends: getting these bags to JFSA is no small task. We have amazing volunteers

to support this project. The bags are carefully loaded and the pantry stocked by

the members of YouthAbility. Youthability members are differently abled men

and women who gain skills through meaningful volunteer service, vocational

activities, and social enrichment.

The director of the program is Heidi Solomon. Heidi Solomon will speak about

this program and how much good YouthAbility members bring to the

community during Shabbat services on February 23.

I’m so honored to learn from Heidi! I know that learning about acceptance and

inclusion is best done from those with lived experiences.

That’s why I want to share what two of our members, Michael Zimmermann and

Sara Stiller, both of whom live with disabilities had to say. Their interview is on

page 2.

All of humanity was created in God’s image: we are all holy.
Yet, we know that those with differences are not always
offered dignity or treated as if they are holy.

Jewish Disability Awareness,
Acceptance & Inclusion

Rabbi Allison Vann

avann@suburbantemple.org 

Friday, February 2nd | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, February 9th | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service -
Repro Shabbat
Friday, February 16th | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
Friday, February 23rd | 6 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service - 
JDAIM Shabbat

http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org


1. February is “Jewish Disability, Awareness, Acceptance & Inclusion Month”. As someone with different
abilities, what is something you believe is important for others to understand? 

Sara: People with disabilities just want to be treated like everyone else.

Michael: We on the autism spectrum are often misunderstood or misconstrued, because sometimes
we communicate differently. I am fortunate to usually have full use of spoken language, but
sometimes, when I am overstimulated (or confused), I may be unable to “use my words.” This gets
worse when my blood sugar drops significantly (I am prediabetic as well). In these instances, I may rock
back and forth, mumble noises under my breath, or begin vigorously rubbing a soft object. The thing I
would like others to understand about this is that I am using these behaviours as a form of
communication, essentially saying “I’m not okay.” I would like assistance with my uncomfortable state,
but I cannot verbalize it. Often, I get stares or people just simply walk away. I’m therefore simply asking
for a little help and understanding, and not judgment or fear.

2. How would you define acceptance and/or inclusion?

Sara: Inclusion, again treat them like everyone else. We want to feel like we're a part of the group.

Michael: Acceptance/ inclusion, to me, essentially means the ability to fully participate in everything
that society has to offer, in spite of being “different” in some way. Our differences are celebrated,
neither ignored nor criticized, and no benefit of a free society is unavailable because of who we are.
When we include as many “different” groups as possible, we enrich our own lives, as well as the lives
of the “different” group that may be othered in other parts of life.

3. Describe a moment of pride.

Sara: Passing my driving test on the first try. And my wedding [to Michael] of course!

Michael: My moments of pride were those when I was formally diagnosed with ADHD, Autism, and
Bipolar Disorder. “Strange” behaviour patterns that were previously puzzling to everyone looking on
suddenly had a name. I now had a community, and I wasn’t just a “problem child.” Further pride came
when I met others who were likewise in search of answers, and I was able to help them get tested and
diagnosed just as I was. We were all now in the “community,” and both help and resources abound if
we just do a bit of research.

An Interview with Michael
Zimmermann & Sara Stiller



Save the DatesSave the DatesSave the Dates
Friday, April 12th
Join us for a Shabbat
honoring Rabbi Vann for 13
years of service to Suburban
Temple-Kol Ami with special
musical guest, Dan Nichols.

FRIDAY, MARCH 1st: 
Special Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services 
Rachel Gordan, PhD, Author, & Historian, author of
“Suburban Temple and the Creation of Postwar
American Judaism”, a chapter in the book “Cleveland
Jews and the Making of a Midwest Community.” 

Saturday, April 13th
Community Concert featuring
Dan Nichols

ST-KA STORIESST-KA STORIES

2023-2024

Annual Campaign

Help us meet our goal and

grow our tree by donating

to the annual campaign!
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In memory of 

In loving memory of 

Ellen and Edward Weber 

Curtiss Family Dir. Discretionary Fund 

Education Fund 
In loving memory of 
Ruth Gusky 

Emily and Jim Gusky 

In loving memory of 
Cilla Nusbaum 

Beth and Rand Curtiss 

Landscaping Fund
In loving memory of
     Mark Ruebensaal
          Scott Ruebensaal and Nina Nager

Oneg Shabbat Fund
In loving memory of 
     Dr. Joseph L. Friedman
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     Carol F. and Gary R. Posner
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     David Isaac Shaw
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     George A. Podis
          JoAnne and Leonard Podis

Operating Fund
Michelle Brown
Jamie and David Cole
Elizabeth Kirsch
Tracey Messner and Karen Schneiderman
Van Messer
Marylena and Herbert Neides

In loving memory of
     Alex and Gertrude Bartow and Leon
....Bialosky
          Ronni and Jack Bialosky, Jr.

In loving memory of
     Ron, Robert, and Reinette Madow
          Michelle Brown

In loving memory of
     Alice Sternberg
          Wendy Cantor Dobo and Tom Dobo

In loving memory of
     Bob Gries
          Barbara and Paul Feinberg

In loving memory of
     Mollie Glaubinger
          Jane Glaubinger

In loving memory of
     Ken Manheim
           Ginny and Dennis Lehman

In loving memory of
     Kenneth Light, Linda November, and
....Joan Schecter
          Debra Light and Bruce Sherman

In honor of
     Tracey Messer
          Scott Messer and Evelyn Weinstock

Annual Appeal
Michelle Brown
Sally Gries
Susan Hirsch
Nancy and Rick Kohn
Flossy and Dennis Mitchell

In loving memory of
     Suzanne Englander
          Barbara and Paul Feinberg

Bimah Flowers
In loving memory of
     Dr. Joseph L/ Friedman
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     Carol F. and Gary R. Posner
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     David Isaac Shaw
          Amy and Josh Brooks

In loving memory of
     Jane Ellen Friedman
          Elizabeth and Michael Kasperek

In loving memory of
     Alan S. Massey
          Ellyn Ross

In loving memory of 
     Sol Weiss and Bill Swanson
          Linda Schneider

In loving memory of
     Sophie and Henry Steinbuch
          Jill and Jack Steinbuch

Bimah Fund
Beth and Rand Curtiss

In loving memory of
     Sol L. Bloomfield
          Loree and Alan Resnik

Rabbi Eric J. Bram Camp and Israel
Scholarship Fund
In loving memory of
     Minnie Gutmacher
          Noreen Bertman

Curtiss Family Director’s Discretionary
Fund
Beth and Rand Curtiss

Kol Nashim
Sally Gries

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or sympathy or to
honor important accomplishments or events. A current list of temple funds is available from the temple office. Donations may be made
online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form. Donations listed below were received between December 20, 2023 and
Janurary 19, 2024. Please let us know if we made an error or failed to list your donation. Thank you.

In appreciation of
     Rabbi Shana Nyer
          Judith and Richard Ross

In appreciation of
     Rabbi Shana Nyer
          Patti Rubin

In appreciation of
     Brett Shankman
          Linda Schneider

In loving memory of
     Sophie and Henry Steinbuch
          Jill and Jack Steinbuch

Our Tent Education Fund
In loving memory of
     Gloria and Marvine Dinner
          Sherry and Gary Dinner

In support and appreciation of
     Our Tent
          Jan Lieblich

In loving memory of
     Selma Baron
          Debra Light and Bruce Sherman

In honor of
     Our Tent
          Rebecca and Leonid Reyzis

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Susan and Michael Cristal

In loving memory of
     Morris Berick
          Christine and Jim Berick

In honor of
     Rabbi Allison Vann
          Bob Englander

In honor of
     Rabbi Allison Vann
          Linda and Robert Katz

In loving memory of
     Dr. Bertram and Eleanor Katz
          Jeffry Katz and Judith Malone

Stashower Family Garden Fund
In loving memory of
     David Stashower and Fred Stashower
          Matthew Bogin

Linda Wolfe Talmud Torah Fund
In honor of
     Linda Wolfe
          Michelle Brown

In loving memory of
     Bernard Nyer
          Rochelle and Mark Nyer
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Sat. March 2nd
10:30-11:30am
at the Orange Library

Lots of time to “fill” with
everyone’s favorite

seasonal treats!

Saturday, Feb. 10th
10:00-11:30am 

Thursday, Feb 29th
1:00-2:30pm

Wednesday, Mar. 6th
5:00-6:30pm

Sunday, Mar. 10th
12:00-1:30pm

_____________________________

________________________________ ____

______ ______

RSVP for your preferred time at
snyer@suburbantemple.org

Future Dates:
April 27th,
May 18th

RSVP to Rabbi
Shana Nyer

snyer@suburbantemple.org

Milestone birthday listings begin 
at age fifty and every five years afterwards. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed. 
Milestone anniversary listings begin at ten
years and then every five years afterwards. 

Please let us know if we are missing your 
important milestone! 

Mazal tovMazal tov to our members to our members  
who are celebratingwho are celebrating  

milestone birthdays in February:milestone birthdays in February:

Arthur Zinn
Blair Haas

Judy Green

Rise & ShineRise & Shine
Shabbat!Shabbat!

Stories, Music, &
Activities for families

with very young children

Stories, Music, &
Activities for families

with very young children
Purim
Edition!
Purim
Edition!

Come in
costume!
Come in
costume!

Join Rabbi Shana and
Maggie Wise for our

Purim Come Grow With
Me Shabbat service on

March 8th!

Join Rabbi Shana and
Maggie Wise for our

Purim Come Grow With
Me Shabbat service on

March 8th!

Music, Stories, and
Fun followed by

Shabbat Dinner for
kids 0-7 and their

families will begin at
6pm In the Family Ed

Room

Music, Stories, and
Fun followed by

Shabbat Dinner for
kids 0-7 and their

families will begin at
6pm In the Family Ed

Room
Register via email to Rabbi Shana at

snyer@suburbantemple.org

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS

Help us make
Hamantaschen!

Final bake and carnival
setup on March 16th!

And mazal tovAnd mazal tov to our members to our members  
who are celebratingwho are celebrating  

milestone anniversaries in February:milestone anniversaries in February:

Alan and Sarah Melamed

AND ANNIVERSARIES

Enjoy the “fruit” of our
labors and order your
hamantaschen HERE

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
https://www.suburbantemple.org/form/hamantaschen-pre-order2024.html


Lori Rosenberg, President
Ellyn Ross, Vice-President
Margery Mazoh, Secretary
Michelle Brown & Tracey Messer, Co-Treasurers
Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President

Allison Vann, Rabbi 
Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010)
Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002)
Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976)
Brett Shankman, Executive Director
Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning
Annika Balish, Music Director
John Farragher, Maintenance Supervisor
Rochelle Arian, Administrative Assistant
Smadar Lahav, Administrative Assistant

22401 Chagrin Blvd. • Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345
Phone: 216.991.0700 • Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org
www.suburbantemple.org 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

STAFF 

OFFICERS 

 

Follow us on social media: 

www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple

http://bit.ly/ST-KAyoutube 

PINTS ON PURIMPINTS ON PURIM

Wednesday, March 20thWednesday, March 20th

7pm at Mulligan’s7pm at Mulligan’s

RSVP at rarian@suburbantemple.orgRSVP at rarian@suburbantemple.org

Learn the TRUTH about

the Purim story...

Learn the TRUTH about

the Purim story...

First Round’s On Us!First Round’s On Us!

Purim Carnival SetupPurim Carnival SetupPurim Carnival Setup
Sat. March 16th 10amSat. March 16th 10amSat. March 16th 10am
RSVP to Rochelle to help atRSVP to Rochelle to help atRSVP to Rochelle to help at

rarian@suburbantemple.orgrarian@suburbantemple.orgrarian@suburbantemple.org      

Sunday, March 17th
11:00am: PURIMPURIM  

CARNIVAL!CARNIVAL!

COME IN
COME IN

COSTUME!
COSTUME!

BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

GAMESGAMES
MEGILLAHMEGILLAH
PRIZESPRIZES
INFLATABLEINFLATABLE
FOODFOOD

http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
mailto:rarian@suburbantemple.org
mailto:rarian@suburbantemple.org
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