
Shabbat Worship  

Calendar  
 

Friday, September 1st | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, September 8th | 6 PM 
Shabbat Service: Celebrate Rabbi Shana! 

Friday, September 15th | 8 PM 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service (see p. 3) 

Friday, September 22rd | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat: Shabbat Shuvah 
The Sabbath of Return 

Friday, September 29th | 6 PM 
Sukkot Shabbat Service 
With Oneg in the Sukkah! 

Friday, October 6th | 5 PM 
Simchat Torah Service (see p. 3) 

Friday, October 13th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, October 20th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, October 27th | 6 PM 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
Come Grow With Me! Shabbat 
With Rabbi Shana Nyer & Maggie Wise 

Shabbat Services are held in our Sanctuary 

and simulcast via Zoom and on our website. 

Visit our Shabbat Page for links. 

BULLeTIN 
September-October 2023 

BRING OUT YOUR BEST YOU 

A few years ago I was talking to someone about services 
during the High Holy Days. They said to me, “I don’t come to 
services on Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur. So many of the 
prayers feel negative. I don’t want to be told all the things I 
did wrong; all the ways I didn’t measure up this year. I don’t 
need to go somewhere to be reminded of all the ways I’m 
messing up.” I suspect that this is a commonly held opinion, 

as attendance during High Holy Day services has waned across the country, 
especially in the last five years.  

In fact, during the High Holy Days, we do recognize the many errors and wrongs 
of the year. We make teshuvah, recognizing our wrongs in the past year, 
earnestly hoping to overcome these errors, mistakes and character flaws in the 
future. We make amends, so to do better in the coming year.  

I believe that these goals are inherently in line with our principles and goals; of 
who we want to be and become as our best selves.  

So why are the High Holy Days an unappealing prospect for some?  

Let me share a theory that begins with this parables from the Talmud:  

There was a cymbal in the Temple, made of bronze, whose sound was sweet. It 
was cracked, and sages sent for skilled workers from Alexandria, Egypt, who 
repaired it, but its sound was no longer sweet. They removed the repair, and its 
sweet sound returned, as it was before. 

The cymbal had sustained a crack, and due to its appearance, it was sent out for 
repair. However, the repair, while making it beautiful, damaged the sound. 
Valuing the sound of the cymbal, they uncovered the crack—and the beautiful 
sound returned.  

Our prayers have, at times, made assumptions about our “cracks”. Rather than 
recognizing both our shortcomings and our strengths, we’ve focused only on 
perceived shortcomings.  

This year, we’ll strive to recognize where our real work is, and use this time to 
amplify our strengths, our joy, and our blessings.  

May 5784 bring out the best that is in you.  

Rabbi Allison Vann 

avann@suburbantemple.org 

The Complete High Holy 

Day Service Schedule  

can be found on... PAGE 3 

...to Julie Lineburgh and Shane Kearns 

as they celebrate their wedding on 

Sunday, September 3rd. 

...to Cantor Dave Malecki & Dr. Leon 

Mendlowitz as they stand under the 

chuppah on Sunday, September 3rd. 

http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org


Shana Tova! Hard to believe that the 

High Holy Days are upon us once 

again! And, this year, we are 

celebrating our 75th anniversary to 

boot!  

You will receive your High Holy Day tickets and 

information packet in the mail shortly. If you have any 

questions about our plans, please contact the office. Once 

again, we know that our High Holy Day experience will be 

full of joy and meaning for all participating. We are 

excited to be in person, but as we have done the last few 

years, a Zoom option will be available. 

While COVID numbers are still low, please know that if 

you prefer to wear a mask, you are welcome to do so. 

As a reminder, tickets are always required for attendance 

at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services. This is a 

security precaution. Please remember to bring them. Our 

ushers are instructed to see a ticket before allowing entry 

to the building. Thank you for your understanding. 

By the time you read this, two of our 75th anniversary 

programs will be complete – a successful Founders and 

Past Presidents Shabbat, and our Backyard Birthday Bash. 

I hope everyone had a great time. On Friday, September 

8th, we will honor Rabbi Shana Nyer for over 10 years 

leading our educational efforts. Please join us! Our next 

event will be on October 12th via Zoom with Daniel 

Sokatch, author of “Can We Talk About Israel?”. More 

information can be found throughout the bulletin, online, 

and in your Temple Times. 

If you haven’t made your Open Doors gift, NOW is the 

time! Completed payments of your annual Open Doors 

commitment is due by June 30, so if you plan on monthly 

payments, please get them scheduled ASAP. 

Finally, every year, I ask forgiveness from any of you 

whom I may have wronged since the last High Holy Day 

season. Thank you. 

L’shana tova tikatevu v’g’mar chatimah tova (Happy New 

Year and May You Be Inscribed for a Good Year)! 

B’shalom, 

FROM BRETT'S DESK 

bshankman@suburbantemple.org 

HELP GET OUT THE 

VOTE IN NOVEMBER! 
Creating a righteous and compassionate 

world in which to live is integral to our 

Jewish path. From the book of 

Deuteronomy, from where we read 

"justice, justice shall you pursue", to the more than 36 times 

in the Torah where we are commanded to care for those in 

need-- our faith is shaped around visioning and creating a 

better and more just world.  

With the defeat of issue 1, our democratic ideals are safer 

in Ohio. Thanks to the work of so many who spent so much 

time and energy to ensure a strong voter turnout, the 

message was clear.  

We turn our strength, now, to the election in November.  

On the ballot is a citizen-driven initiative that will enshrine 

abortion into women's health care in Ohio. This ballot 

initiative is about more than abortion-- it is about religious 

freedom, equity, and women's health care. Please contact 

Rabbi Vann (avann@suburbantemple.org) to get involved 

in getting out the vote for November with RAC-OH and its 

coalition partners.  

Thank You Deb! 

Five years and a pandemic ago, Deb Rogers 
joined our ST-KA family as our music director. 
Little did we know that Deb would help guide 
us through a technological jungle as we 
developed online services to engage you while 
we were home during the pandemic. Or that 

she would step up and become our graphics and bulletin 
designer when Dale Hopkins’ (z”l) illness took him from us.  

We did know that Deb would be a tremendous music director 
and in time, Cantorial Soloist.  

As you know, Deb recently announced her resignation to focus 
on caring for her parents.  

We are so appreciative of Deb’s work to strengthen ST-KA, her 
friendship and her partnership with congregants and staff. 

Her last service will be the Simchat Torah festival celebration on 
October 6th. We hope to see many of your there as we will say a 
special “thank you” to Deb that evening. 

Thank you Deb! 

mailto:bshankman@suburbantemple.org


MORE TO EXPLORE 
Sukkot & Simchat Torah 

The High Holy Days continue with Sukkot and 

Simchat Torah! Refer to our “Guide” on page 5 

for details. 

Sukkot |  September 29th - October 6th 

Friday, Sept. 29th  |  6 PM  

Erev Sukkot Shabbat Service 

Sunday, October 1  |  12 PM 

Pizza in the Hut — Lunch and Sukkah Decorating 

Starts immediately after Our Tent. All are welcome! 

Simchat Torah  |  Friday, October 6th 

5 PM Pre-Oneg 

6 PM Service 

Come dance and celebrate Torah, and say “L’hitraot” 

to Cantorial Soloist Deb Rogers on her last day. 

All are welcome! 

HIGH HOLY DAYS 
Program List & Times 
Below is the complete schedule of our Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur services and programming. 
See our “Guide” on page 4 for a description of each 
offering. Refer to our website for updates. 

Selichot - Saturday, Sept. 9th 

10:30  |  Rise & Shine Selichot 

7:30 PM  |  Selichot Ritual 

Erev Rosh Hashanah - Friday, Sept. 15th 

8 PM  |  Evening Service 

Rosh Hashanah - Saturday Sept. 16th 

10 AM  |  Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 

10:30 AM  |  “Taste the Sweet New Year!” at Eddy Fruit 
Farm. For kids up to 3rd grade & their families 

2:30 PM  |  Tashlich at Green Lake in Shaker Heights 

Erev Yom Kippur - Sunday, Sept. 24th 

8 PM  |  Kol Nidre Service 

Yom Kippur - Sunday, Sept. 25th 

10 AM  |  Yom Kippur Morning Service 

10:30 AM  |  “Yom Kippur: Becoming our Best Selves” 
at Horseshoe Lake. For kids up to 3rd grade & their 
families. Older kids are welcome to come to help! 

12:30 PM | Our Jewish Journeys: a Yom Kippur 
Symposium 

2 PM  |  “The First Question Asked When Standing 

Before the Heavenly Court” with Rabbi Ben Sternman 

3:45 PM  |  Afternoon Service 

Immediately followed by (times are approximate): 

4:30 PM  |  Yizkor (Memorial) 

5:15 PM  |  Neilah (Concluding Service), followed by a 

break fast made possible through the generosity of the 

Stashower-Heller family 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/holydays.html
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20the%20High%20Holy%20Day%20Kids'%20Programs!


Selichot – Saturday, September 9 

10:30 am Rise & Shine Selichot 

Join us at the Orange Library for this Jewish New Year themed Rise & 
Shine program with special guest musician Sheldon Low! There will 
also be games, stories, coloring, and much more. This special edition 
of Rise & Shine is designed for kids up to 3rd grade. Please RSVP to 
Rabbi Shana (snyer@suburbantemple.org). 

7:30 pm  Selichot Ritual  

Special this year, we’ll spiritually begin the High Holy Days with 
artist-in-residence, Sheldon Low. Join us to prepare for the High 
Holy Days with Havdalah, study, music, and ritual at the temple.  

Selichot literally means “forgiveness.” To prepare for the intensity 
of the High Holy Days, we begin the week before Rosh Hashanah 
with the ritual of Selichot. This ritual begins the spiritual work of 
the High Holy Days: to process where we fell short this past year 
and work on aspirations for the coming year. 

RSVP requested to Rochelle (rarian@suburbantemple.org), before 
Thursday, September 7th. (In-person only) 

Erev Rosh Hashanah – Friday, September 15th 

8 pm Evening Service  

We come together to usher in 5784, our spiritual New Year. 
During this time, we reflect on the ways we can become our best 
selves. The apex of this service is the singing of Avinu Malkeinu, in 
which we call out to God for renewal.  

Rosh Hashanah – Saturday, September 16th
 

10 am Morning Service  

During this service, we contemplate the past year and give thanks 
for the opportunities to come. The Torah will be read, and the 
shofar sounded. For the second year, in addition to our Ba’al 
T’kiah (shofar blower), we will also have a shofar choir of 4th-12th 
graders. 

At the conclusion of the morning service, please join us at our 
annual Rosh Hashanah congregational luncheon. 

10:30 am   Taste the Sweet New Year! For Families with Young 
Children! (Eddy Fruit Farm) 

A Rosh Hashanah experience for families with children up to 3rd 
grade at Eddy Fruit Farm! Meet at this favorite spot to celebrate 
the New Year together- with stories, music, and apple picking. 
Registration is required. Please RSVP to Rabbi Shana. 
(In-person only) 

2:30 pm  Tashlich (Green Lake, Shaker Heights) 

Everyone is welcome at this brief ritual in which we 
symbolically cast our sins into water. An informal, 
meaningful, and family (and dog) friendly experience! This 
year’s Tashlich will be held at Green Lake in Shaker Heights 
(corner of Parkland and Lee roads). (In-person only) 

Erev Yom Kippur – Sunday, September 24th
 

8 pm Kol Nidre Service  

During this highlight of the High Holy Day season the plaintive 
melody of Kol Nidre calls us to reflect on the strength of our 
promises and to work on becoming our best selves.  

Yom Kippur – Monday, September 25th 

10 am Morning Service  

During this service, we join together to contemplate the past 
year. This is the holiest day of the year, and many fast while 
reflecting through prayer, study, and connection.  

10:30 am Yom Kippur: Becoming Our Best Selves – For 

Families with Young Children (Horseshoe Lake, Shaker Heights)  

Specifically designed for families with children up to 3rd 

grade, this interactive, outdoor program will take place in a 

pavilion at Horseshoe Lake and include crafts, stories, and 

games. Kids in 4th – 12th grade are welcome to help. 

Registration is required. Please RSVP to Rabbi Shana.  

(In-person only) 

12:30 pm  Our Jewish Journeys: A Yom Kippur Symposium 

Immediately following morning services, join Rabbi Vann and 
a panel of members for an hour of reflection about the many 
paths upon which Judaism leads us.  

2 pm The First Question Asked When Standing Before 
the Heavenly Court – Learning with Rabbi Ben Sternman 

Join Rabbi Ben Sternman as we learn what it means to live an 
ethical life. 

3:45 pm Afternoon Service  

The Yom Kippur afternoon worship explores the beautiful 
Torah reading of Leviticus 19, including the well-known verse, 
“love your fellow as yourself, I am Adonai”. We also listen to 
the iconic reading of the book of Jonah. Together, the two 
scriptural readings ask us to think about our role and 
responsibility in the world.  

Times are approximate:  

4:30 pm Yizkor – Memorial 

A central and poignant ritual, the Yizkor Service honors and 
remembers loved ones. Through music, poems, prayers, 
meditation, and a message from Rabbi Vann, we remember 
our beloved dead.  

The High Holy Days are a time of spiritual growth, 
creativity, and renewal, and we hope that the guide and 
offerings below will provide a meaningful journey for you. 
All services are in person, and most are available online. 

(Continued on next page) 

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org


5:15 pm  Neilah- Concluding Service  

The word Neilah literally means “locking”. As Yom Kippur 
draws to a close, the ancient rabbis envisioned that the Gates 
of Repentance were being “locked” until next Yom Kippur—
and then offered the reassurance that the Gates of Prayer are 
always open. The urgency of these last few prayers gives way 
to the beauty of Havdalah and the last call of the shofar. A 
brief break fast will conclude our worship experience.  

 

Sukkot – Friday, September 29  

6 pm Erev Sukkot Shabbat Service  

Sukkot is one of the most joyful festivals on the Jewish 
calendar. “Sukkot,” a Hebrew word meaning "booths" or 
"huts," refers to the Jewish festival of giving thanks for the fall 
harvest. The holiday has also come to commemorate the 40 
years of Jewish wandering in the desert after the giving of the 
Torah atop Mt. Sinai. Also called Z’man Simchateinu (Season of 
Our Rejoicing), Sukkot is the only festival associated with an 
explicit commandment to rejoice. 

Sukkot rarely begins on Shabbat! Join us as we welcome the 
festival of Sukkot and enjoy oneg in the Sukkah. 

 

Sukkot – Sunday, October 1  
12 noon Pizza in the Hut 

Join us for pizza and decorating as we create beautiful 
decorations for our Sukkah. We begin promptly at the conclusion 
of the first day of Our Tent.  

Simchat Torah – Friday, October 6  

 
5 pm Pre-oneg, 6 pm Shabbat and Simchat Torah Celebration 
and L’hitraot to Deb Rogers  

Simchat Torah recognizes the completion of the annual 
reading of the Torah and celebrates Torah as one of the pillars 
on which we build our lives.  

The ritual of Simchat Torah is very joyous! After we read the 
last word in Deuteronomy, we immediately begin again with 
the first words in Genesis. Come dance and celebrate Torah! 
One way we celebrate is to listen to our members read from 
the Torah. To participate in the service or read a line of Torah, 
please contact Rabbi Shana Nyer. (In-person only) 

The Simchat Torah celebration will be Deb Rogers’ last service 
as our Cantorial Soloist. Please join us as we say thank you to 
Deb! 

Continued from previous page 

mailto:rarian@suburbantemple.org?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20the%20Shofar%20Choir


Now in our 

SEVENTH year! 

We will discover the greatness of the world God created, the awesomeness of 
all the places we can find God in it, and the wonder of all the ways we are 

connected. We will spend the year uncovering all the places we can find God, 
ourselves and community in this miracle of a world we live in. 

 

TRIMESTER 2 IS RIGHT 
AROUND THE CORNER! 

Watch your Temple Times 
for Information! 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/our-tent-2023-first-trimester-class-descriptions.html


Fresh air. 
Exercise. 

Lively conversation. 
 

This has been 
active (ahem) since we 

introduced the program! 

WE’RE 

 
THIS FALL! 

FOODIES UNITE! 

HIKE AND 
KIBITZ 

Break bread with us - or tortillas - 
or naan - or challah - or… 

who knows what’s next? Our 
newest ! 

Small groups. Build Relationships. Deepen Connections. 
Visit our webpage for all the details and to register. 

JUST ANNOUNCED!   Kol Nashim Book Club Selections for 2023-24 

Watch your Temple 
Times e-mails for 

details and 
registration. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/gatherings.html






We Gratefully Acknowledge 
the Following Contributions 

Please consider making a contribution to 
Suburban Temple — Kol Ami to celebrate a special 
occasion, express gratitude or sympathy, or to 
honor important accomplishments or events. A 
current list of temple funds is available from the 
temple office. Donations may be made online at 
www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-
form. Donations listed below were received 
between July 20th and August 19th, 2023. Please 
let us know if we made an error or failed to list 
your donation.  

Annual Appeal 

Amy and Josh Brooks 
Sandy Buzney 

Bimah Flowers 

In loving memory of 
 Benjamin S. Gerson 
  Tom Gerson and Laurie Bruder 

In loving memory of 
 Rosalind Gill 
  Karen and Sanford Shapiro 

Book of Remembrance  

Patti and Hadley Morgenstern-Clarren 

Jacquelyn and Alvin Jaffe Fund 

In loving memory of 
 Rabbi Michael Oppenheimer 
  Carolyn Oppenheimer 

Kol Nashim 

Sandy Buzney 
Sara Stashower and Mark Heller 

Oneg Shabbat 

In loving memory of 
 Benjamin S. Gerson 
  Tom Gerson and Laurie Bruder 

Operating Fund 

Mary and Dan Berick 

In honor of  
 David Nachman’s 90th birthday 
  Joyce and Barry Brown 

Milestone birthday listings begin at age fifty and every five years 

afterwards. All birthdays 100 and over are listed. Milestone 

anniversary listings begin at 10 years, then every 5 years 

afterwards. 

Celebrating a simcha? E-mail Rochelle so we can kvell! 

...and to our members 
who celebrate milestone anniversaries... 

Mazal tov  to our members 
who celebrate milestone birthdays... 

...in SEPTEMBER: 

Kacie and John Buzzard 

Robin and Terry Gilbert 

Nancy and Jim Goldsmith 

Pam and Stuart Katz 

Jennifer and Ben Woomer 

...in OCTOBER: 

Mary and Daniel Berick 

Susan and Michael Cristal 

Susan and Lyle Merdler 

We didn’t hear of any member simchas  in August. 
If your family is celebrating a birth, a wedding, or an 

engagement in September or October, please let Rochelle 
know so we can share it next Bulletin! 

...in SEPTEMBER: 

Laurel Bloom 

Carole Bookatz 

Beth Curtiss 

Bob Englander 

Jon Forman 

Shelly Galvin 

Gary Katz 

Tom Wieder 

...in OCTOBER: 

Carl Ashby 

Roe Green 

Nachama Moskowitz 

Mickey Schenkel 

Linda Wolfe 

Continued on next page 

http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
mailto:rarian@suburbantemple.org?subject=Simcha%20List!


We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions…  (continued from previous page) 

In loving memory of 
 Minnie Haber 
  Barbara and Stan Brown 

Our Tent Education Fund 

In loving memory of 

 Frances Heimel 
  Sherry and Gary Dinner 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In honor of 
 Rabbi Vann 
  Susan and Marc Silbiger 

75th Anniversary Campaign 

Elizabeth and Larry Coven 

Jane Wolf 

Linda Wolfe Talmud Torah Fund 

In loving memory of 
 Henry Shapiro 
  Karen and Sanford Shapiro 



Click for links and details, 

including information about joining us online: 

www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html 

22401 Chagrin Blvd.  ⚫  Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345 
Phone: 216.991.0700  ⚫ Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org 
www.suburbantemple.org 
 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

STAFF 
Allison Vann, Rabbi 

Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010) 

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002) 

Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976) 

Brett Shankman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning 

Deb Rogers, Cantorial Soloist 

John Farragher, Maintenance Supervisor 

Rochelle Arian, Administrative Assistant 

Smadar Lahav, Administrative Assistant  

OFFICERS 
Lori Rosenberg, President 

Ellyn Ross, Vice-President 

Margery Mazoh, Secretary 

Michelle Brown & Tracey Messer, Co-Treasurers 

Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President  

Follow us on social media: 

www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami 

http://bit.ly/ST-KAyoutube 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple 

Can We Talk About Israel? 

Don’t know how you feel?  
Love Israel and are also angry?  

Don’t love Israel?  
Love Israel and want to love her more?  

Let’s talk about it together. 

Introducing a shared congregational read by author Daniel 

Sokatch, the chief executive officer of the New Israel Fund 

(NIF).  Sokatch has been named four times  to the 

Forward’s “Forward 50,” an annual list of the fifty leading 

Jewish decision makers and opinion shapers. 

Join us for a Zoom chat with author Daniel Sokatch: 

Thursday, October 12th at 7pm 

Rabbi Vann will lead a follow-up discussion on Oct. 26th 
at 7 pm.  Watch your Temple Times for details. 

Books will be available for members as a gift beginning on 
Rosh Hashanah eve. To begin reading earlier, you may 
order the book on Amazon or your favorite bookseller. 

“after you’ve read it, you’ll be able to hold your own 
in any Israel conversation, at any dinner party.”  

(New York Times Book Review) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1st: 

Special Guest Speaker at Shabbat Services 

Rachel Gordan, PhD, Author, & Historian, author of 

“Suburban Temple and the Creation of Postwar American 

Judaism”, a chapter in the book “Cleveland Jews and the 

Making of a Midwest Community.” 

FRIDAY - SUNDAY, APRIL 12th - 14th: 

Rabbi Vann’s “Bat Mitzvah” Weekend  

Featuring Artist-in-Residence Dan Nichols! Mark your 

calendar to celebrate Rabbi Vann’s 13 years at ST-KA. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple

