
Shabbat and Worship  

Calendar  
 

Friday, December 2 | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, December 9 | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, December 16 | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

     with Consecration & Chanukah! 

Friday, December 23 | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, December 30 | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Shabbat Services are broadcast via Zoom. 

Visit our Shabbat Page for links. 

CONSECRATION, 

DEDICATION, 

AND LIGHT 

One of the most joyous and delightful Jewish 

rituals is Consecration.  Each year we formally 

welcome our newest students to Torah as 

they begin their Jewish learning journey. Consecration began well over a hundred 

years ago in the Reform Movement. It is now part of celebrations throughout 

congregations everywhere!  

 

Many of us may remember that the ceremony was connected to Simchat Torah, 

when we celebrate the never-ending cycle of Torah. Young learners connected 

with the significance of Torah in their lives. For generations, the favorite gift was 

a “baby Torah”—given as a symbol that learning and Torah should be personal 

and meaningful. 

 

For a variety of reasons, many congregations have chosen to move Consecration 

away from Simchat Torah to other significant times of the year.  This year, we, 

too, are making a change in our Consecration service.  

 

We are moving Consecration to our Chanukah service.  There are three reasons 

we have chosen to connect Consecration to Chanukah. The first is that Chanukah 

is a holiday that focuses on Jewish identity and Jewish pride. As our learners 

begin their journey, we want them to know more than anything that they should 

always feel proud to be Jewish.  We also chose to connect Consecration to 

Chanukah because just as the Maccabees rededicated the temple in Jerusalem 

with light, we commit ourselves to giving these young learners all the values and 

knowledge they will need to become a light to the world. There is a practical 

reason, too: it gives our youngest learners more time to integrate into Our Tent 

and prepare for the service.   

 

We know Consecration during Chanukah will be meaningful and joyous. Please 

mark your calendar to join us on December 16 at 6 PM for an early celebration of 

Chanukah and to help us formally welcome our Consecrants to Jewish learning. 

Rabbi Allison Vann 

avann@suburbantemple.org 

BULLETIN 
December 2022 

Reminder: Rabbi Vann will be on 

vacation until Jan 3. During this time, 

coverage will be provided by Rabbi 

Shana Nyer, Brett Shankman and Deb 

Rogers. Rabbi Vann will join us for the 

Dec. 16th Consecration service. 
Rabbi Shana Nyer 

snyer@suburbantemple.org 

http://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org


FROM BRETT’S DESK 
I’ve never been to Uganda before, but 
I’m probably going to have to schedule 
a trip.  Why, you ask?  Well, it’s simple.  
Charlotte Versagi, who has been an 
amazing member of our ST-KA 
professional staff, has taken a new job 

based in Uganda.  So, my bulletin article for December is 
my formal thank you and good-bye.   

When Charlotte joined us, COVID-19 was raging and we 
were still trying to figure it out.  Charlotte brought a depth 
of talent, skill, and passion to our ST-KA family.  She has 
helped professionalize our operations, improved our 
rental program, and much more.  And from my 
conversations with many of you, I know that she has also 
been an important part of your relationship with Temple.  
Charlotte’s last day in the office will be Friday, December 
23rd.  Please be sure to wish her well and a safe journey. 

As we say l’hitraot, goodbye for now, to Charlotte, we say 
shalom, welcome, to Rochelle Arian as she joins our ST-KA 
family.  Rochelle is a lifelong Clevelander and comes to us 
with many years of experience in building management 
and operations.   

Rochelle will join us on December 12th, allowing for some 
overlap and learning with Charlotte.  I know you will 
graciously and warmly welcome Rochelle.  Her email 
address will be rarian@suburbantemple.org. 

Holiday closure 

The ST-KA board has graciously chosen to close the office 
the week between Christmas and New Years’.  Outside of 
Shabbat, the building will be closed December 26th 
through January 2nd.  Both Rabbi Vann and Rabbi Shana 
will be off that week.  I will be the emergency contact for 
life-cycle, illness, pastoral, or any other ST-KA issues that 
cannot wait until January 3rd.  Please use my cell, 
216.536.2309 to reach me. 

End of year giving and Annual Campaign! 

As we approach the end of the calendar year, this is a 
great time to finish your Open Doors payments for the 
year, get a jump on next year, and make a gift to our 
2022-23 Annual Campaign.  You will be receiving our 
Annual Campaign solicitation materials in the mail soon.  
Please give generously. 

B’shalom, 

bshankman@suburbantemple.org 

Join us in welcoming 

Rochelle Arian 
to our ST-KA family! 

You will find Rochelle in the 
office beginning December 12th. 

Stop in and say “hello!” 

Why is the Torah compared to a tree? 
It gives us roots, a sturdy trunk of 
values, and the freedom to take its 
lessons and branch off in many 
directions. 

Why is the Torah called a tree of life?  
Because through its stories, values  
and lessons, it teaches us how to live. 

To learn more, please visit our webpage or contact 
Director of Lifelong Learning, Rabbi Shana Nyer at 

snyer@suburbantemple.org. 

Our 2022-23 Learning Theme is 

Annual Campaign 
Mailings Coming Soon. 

Watch your Mailbox! 

Last year, we met some of our members and learned 
their “Suburban Temple-Kol Ami Stories”. This year, our 
Annual Campaign “ST-KA Stories” will share several of our 
key programs and the impact they’ve had on some of our 
member families. 

Gifts to the 2022-23 ST-KA Stories Annual Campaign are a 
crucial component of our annual operating budget.   

Please give generously. Thank you! 

2022-23 ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
https://www.suburbantemple.org/our-tent-2022-second-trimester-class-descriptions1.html
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org


Kol Nashim Book Club 

“Krauss’s novel is emotionally 

wrenching yet intellectually 

rigorous, idea-driven but with 

indelible characters and true 

suspense.” 

brings small groups of people together to 
share conversations and experiences, to build 

relationships, and to deepen connections within our 
congregation around common interests. Refer to our 

website for each group’s dates and times. 

We’re  
...and we’re loving it! 

OUR LITTLE FREE LIBRARIES NEED DONATIONS! 

Every month, our volunteers stock our two Little Free Libraries with 
books. Tikkun Olam Committee member Ellen Weber is thrilled to 
report that the community is eating them up! So much so, that Ellen is 
asking for more books to stock with! Please bring your donations to 
ST-KA, where there is a box in the lobby to drop them off. Your 
cast-offs help provide fun, free, and accessible books for children in 
these Cleveland communities. Bring books you’ve collected, forgotten 
about, boxed up, or gathered from friends, and volunteers will tote 
them to our LFLs for the kids to read.  

For more information about our Little Free Libraries project, contact 
Ellen: elleweb1@me.com, (260) 414-8128. 

Our building will be 

December 26th 

January 2nd 
with the exception of Shabbat Services 

on Friday evenings. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/gatherings.html
http://www.suburbantemple.com/gatherings.html
mailto:elleweb1@me.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20supporting%20the%20Little%20Free%20Library!
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Kol%20Nashim%20Book%20Club%20registration!


chanukah blessings 

Candles are placed in the chanukiah  (the Hebrew word 
for a Chanukah menorah) from right to left, 

but the candles are lit from left to right. 

First, light the shamash  (the “helper” candle that is 
higher or lower than the other eight), 

then use it to kindle the rest of the candles.  

On Shabbat during Chanukah, this year on December 23rd, 
kindle the Chanukah lights first 
and then the Shabbat candles. 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav 

v’tzivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah. 

BLESSED are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who hallows us with mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights. 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu 

bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh. 

BLESSED are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who performed wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season. 

...and on the first night only: 

BARUCH atah, Adonai 

Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu 

laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
for giving us life, for sustaining us, 

and for enabling us to reach this season.  

We light the first candle on Sunday, December 18th. 



Register for Dinner by Fri., Dec. 9th! 

got candles? 

We do! Stop by and pick some up. 
$3 per box, enough for all 8 nights—no miracle needed. 

mailto:margery.mazoh@gmail.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20information%20about%20the%20%22Gelt%20Together!%22
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Chanukah%20Dinner%20Reservation!


Annual Campaign 
Sara Stashower & Mark Heller 
 
Bimah Flowers Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Alvin N. Haas 
  Dori & Blair Haas 
 
In loving memory of 
 Eleanor Gerson 
  Tom Gerson 
 
In loving memory of 
 Phyllis W. Margolius 
  Jane & Daniel Laibstain, 
  Marcia & Andrew Margolius, 
  Barbara & Richard Margolius 
 
In loving memory of 
 David L. Margolius 
  Jane & Daniel Laibstain, 
  Marcia & Andrew Margolius, 
  Barbara & Richard Margolius 
 
Curtiss Family Director 
Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Eva Resnik 
  Loree & Alan Resnik 
 
Music Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Florence Abramson 
  Sue & Rudi Hoffman 
 
Operating Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Bill Rosner 
  Ginny & Dennis Lehman 
 

In loving memory of 
 Eleanor Jeanne Andelman 
  Richard Nemeth & Barbara 
  Andelman 
 
In appreciation of  
 The ST-KA Staff during the High  
 Holy Days 
  Carolyn Oppenheimer 
 
In loving memory of 
 Harry Lehman 
  Ginny & Dennis Lehman 
 
Our Tent 
Gina & Carl Ashby 
Ellyn Ross 
 
In loving memory of 
 Harry Lehman 
  Shellie & Mark Nyer 
 
In loving memory of 
 Bill Rosner 
  Shellie & Mark Nyer 
 
In loving memory of 
 Gloria Dinner 
  Sherry & Gary Dinner 
 
Our Tent 1st Trimester Tzedakah 
In loving memory of 
 Norman & Edith Cummins 
  Rene Klein 
 
Purim Carnival 
In honor of 
 Teana Siegel’s 85th birthday 
  Janice Katz 

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 
Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or 
sympathy or to honor important accomplishments or events.  A current list of temple funds is available from the temple office.  
Donations may be made online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form.  Donations listed below were received 
between October 20 and November 14, 2022.  Please let us know of any errors or omissions.  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Jack Spiegelman 
  Joyce Watts 
 
In loving memory of 
 Bill Rosner 
  Debra Light & Bruce Sherman 
 
In loving memory of 
 Harry Lehman 
  Debra Light & Bruce Sherman 
 
Rabbi Eric Bram Scholarship Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Helen Leight Duke 
  Maxine Singer & Peter Hochberg 
 
D. Scholnick Youth Leadership Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Bill Rosner 
  Diane & Harvey Scholnick 

http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form
mailto:bshankman@suburbantemple.org?subject=ST-KA%20and%20Estate%20Planning


Mazal tov  to our members 
who are celebrating 

milestone birthdays in December: 

Richard Cohen 

Ned Grossman 

Milestone birthday listings begin at age 

fifty and every five years afterwards. 

All birthdays 100 and over are listed.  

Milestone anniversary listings 

begin at 10 years and then 

every five years afterwards.  

...and mazal tov  to our members 
who are celebrating their 

milestone anniversary in December: 

David and Helen Nagusky 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram! 

Are you an Amazon shopper? Start at smile.amazon.com 

and choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your preferred 

charity! There’s no extra cost - just use your usual 

Can’t join us in person in the sanctuary? Attend online! 

Visit our website at suburbantemple.com/shabbat for links 

to live and recorded services. 

Missed a Service or other video? Our recorded 

programming and other video resources can be viewed on 

our YouTube Channel! 

ST-KA Technology Links 

You shop. 

Amazon gives… 

to ST-KA! 

As of November 2022, 

Suburban Temple-Kol Ami 

has received 

 

from the Amazon Smile program! 

$2,381.47 

http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
smile.amazon.com
Facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
suburbantemple.com/shabbat
http://www.instagram.com/suburbantemplekolami
smile.amazon.com
https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Come%20Grow%20With%20Me
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org?subject=Rise%20and%20Shine!


KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 

Fridays  |  6 PM 

If you’re unable to attend in person, join us online!  

Click for links and details: 

www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html 

KOL NASHIM SHABBAT 

Friday, January 20
th

  |  6 PM 

Mark your calendar for our upcoming 
Kabbalat Shabbat service led by 

the women of Suburban Temple-Kol Ami! 

Featuring the music of Kolot Kol Ami 
If you’d like to participate in the service, e-mail Rabbi Shana! 

Service is followed by dinner (reservations required) 
Watch your Temple Times for more information! 

STAFF 
Allison Vann, Rabbi 

Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010) 

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002) 

Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976) 

Brett Shankman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning 

Deb Rogers, Cantorial Soloist 

John Farragher, Maintenance Supervisor 

Charlotte Versagi, Administrative Assistant 

Smadar Lahav, Administrative Assistant 

OFFICERS 
Lori Rosenberg, President 

Rich Silver, Vice-President 

Margery Mazoh, Secretary 

Michelle Brown & Tessa Gable, Co-Treasurers 

Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President 

  

Leaders at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

Sally Sears 
Board Chair 

and ST-KA Member 

Sonia Winner 
President and CEO 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20participate%20in%20the%20Kol%20Nashim%20service%20on%20January%2020th!

