
Shabbat and Worship  

Calendar  
 

Friday, November 5th | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Come Grow With Me! Shabbat with 

    Rabbi Shana and Maggie Wise 

Saturday, November 6th | 10:30 AM 

Bat Mitzvah: Celia Pentecost 

Friday, November 12th | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Friday, November 19th | 6 PM 

CAMP Shabbat Service! (see p. 8) 

Friday, November 26th | 6 PM 

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 

Registration is requested for in-person 

attendance. Services will be simulcast on our 

website, YouTube, and Facebook. 

FOLLOW THIS LINK FOR SERVICE 

REGISTRATION AND LINKS: 
www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html 

November 2021 

IT’S ALMOST CHANUKAH! 
Chanukah begins the evening of November 28 and 
concludes on December 6. While the Chanukah story took 
places thousands of years ago, the lessons are no less 
meaningful or relevant today.  

Here are 8 lessons for the 8 nights of Chanukah:  

1. A little can go a long way 

The story of Chanukah is well-known: the Maccabees, upon entering the 
Temple, only found a small quantity of oil with which to rededicate the sacred 
space. They expected the Temple’s menorah to remain lit for just one night. 
Miraculously, the oil lasted eight nights! 

Let us consider how we might stretch our resources—to make our own miracle 
on our planet.  

2. Be proud of who you are 

The Chanukah story takes place during the reign of Anitiochus IV, who 
oppressed the Jews.  The Maccabees revolted in the name of religious freedom, 
and against all odds, succeeded.  

To display our religious freedom, one beautiful Chanukah custom is to display 
our chanukiot (Chanukah candelabras or menorahs) in our windows. This 
Chanukah let’s share our menorahs in our window, as a display of pride in our 
multi-faceted and ever-evolving identities - even as we continue to respect, learn 
about, and advocate for the identities of others. 

3. Sweeten the holiday for others 

One tradition of Chanukah was to give small amounts of money - gelt 
(Chanukah money). Gelt was sometimes a gift; sometimes it was tzedakah for 
those in need. For example, gelt was sometimes given to help community 
members buy candles to light their own menorah.  For children, chocolate gelt 
was given as a prize for children playing dreidel. 

These are two ways to sweeten Chanukah. What ideas can you come up with?  

4. Rededicate to a cause 

The word “Chanukah” means “dedication”. It’s named after the rededication of 
the Temple, which was reclaimed thanks to the successful Maccabee-led revolt.   

Just as the Maccabees dedicated themselves to the renewal of the Temple, 
Chanukah is the perfect backdrop to rededicate yourself to an important cause.  

5. Honor the new 

When we light the Chanukiah, we light the candles from left to right. The 
newest candle is always the first to be lit.  Each night of Chanukah as we 
increase the number of candles we build upon the previous night.  

Each night the menorah is new and different. Embracing change and learning 
from what’s new can be very hard. This Chanukah, as we light a new candle 
every night, let us resolve to be more open to embracing the possibilities of 
change.  

MAZAL TOV! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mazal tov to 
the Pentecost and Roth family! 

Celia Pentecost, 
daughter of Shayna 
and Daniel Pentecost 
and granddaughter of 
Sam and Eileen Roth, 
will become Bat Mitzvah 
on Saturday, Nov. 6th. 

Come Grow With Me!  
Turn to the back cover for 
more information about 

this fun and engaging 
Shabbat service and dinner 

experience for our 
children ages 0-7! 

Continued on p. 3 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html


FROM BRETT’S DESK 
As we approach the end of the 

calendar year, I always begin thinking 

about end of year giving and 

philanthropy.  I’m going to write much 

more next month, but this month I 

want to focus briefly on the Open 

Doors membership program.   

Seven years ago, ST-KA was one of the early adopters 

of a new membership model for membership income, 

what I often refer to as “loosely voluntary”.  What does 

this mean?  Each year, our board determines what it 

costs per household to run our temple, and we tell you 

that number.  We ask that you make your best possible 

membership commitment, equal to, above, or below 

that recommended number. 

Each year, our confidence in our membership’s 

understanding of the Open Doors program and 

members willingness to make their best commitment 

has been reinforced by our results.  Thank you.   

Even so, reliance on membership commitments is 

critical to our overall financial health.  To everyone who 

has made their 2021-2022 Open Doors commitment, 

thank you!  To those who have yet to make this year’s 

commitment, please do so today.  Email me directly, 

call me, tell me that you’d like to meet for coffee or a 

walk, and let’s include your commitment in our total.  

Thanks.  With your continued support, ST-KA will go 

from strength to strength. 

Writing about going from strength to strength, I’m so 
pleased for formally welcome Smadar “Sam” Lahav to 
our ST-KA staff.  Smadar joined us in late September as 
a member of our administrative staff team.  While her 
primary work will be with me on financial matters, gift 
acknowledgements, etc., Smadar will be an active 
partner to us all.  I know that you’ll welcome Smadar 
with open arms.  

B’shalom,   

bshankman@suburbantemple.org 

Growing up Chanukah was always 

one of my favorite holidays.  When I 

was little I think I loved it because it 

was close to my birthday and of 

course, there were the presents.  More recently, 

however, I have found myself drawn to Chanukah 

because of its focus on light.  To me, and to many, light 

is a symbol of all that is good and positive in this world, 

and the more we bring light into our lives, the better 

our lives will be.   

Let us for a moment think about all the expressions we 

use daily in our lives that involve light:   

When we are going through a particularly long and 

difficult time, but we can feel the end is in sight, we say 

that there is a light at the end the tunnel.   

When we begin to understand something that we did 

not comprehend before, we say that a light bulb has 

gone off.   

When we love someone we say they are the light of 

our lives.   

And how do we honor God?  How do we remind 

ourselves that God is present in our lives all the time?  

We place an eternal light in our sanctuaries because it 

is a constant reminder that by God’s light do we see 

light.  God’s presence in our lives allows us to better 

appreciate all of our blessings, all of the light we give 

and receive. 

As we look forward to our celebration of both 

Chanukah and Thanksgiving at the end of this month, 

may we offer gratitude for all that makes our lives 

bright, and may we find even more ways to bring light 

to our lives and to share our light with the world. 

LET THERE BE LIGHT, 

LET US BE THE LIGHT 

snyer@suburbantemple.org 

mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org
mailto:snyer@suburbantemple.org


Thanksgiving—office closed 11/25-11/26, no 

Our Tent on 11/28 

6. The shamash leads the way 

The Chanukiah has 9 branches. There are eight candles and a shamash (literally, servant). The shamash is used to light other 
candles. The shamash lights and leads the way.   

Who has been a shamash in your life?  How might you be a shamash to others?  

7. A little bit of light dispels a lot of darkness 

This year, Chanukah feels “early”, as we’ll begin celebrating it right around Thanksgiving!  No matter when Chanukah falls in our secular 
calendar, it is celebrated as nights grow longer and colder. During this seasonal darkness, the Chanukah candles remind us to recognize and 
shine our light.  

Your unique light illuminates the world around you. Whether your light is kindness, generosity, or humor, shine bright!  

8. Look for daily wonder  

The Chanukah narrative teaches us to hope for the impossible and that victory can occur even against all odds.   

If the impossible can become possible: how much more so should we consider the everyday miracles we so often take for 
granted. This year, especially, let’s pay attention to the daily miracles.  

Rabbi Allison Vann 

avann@suburbantemple.org 

It’s Almost Chanukah! (continued from Page 1) 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Welcome Smadar! 

Please join us in welcoming 

Smadar Lahav, “Sam,” as the 

newest member of our 

administrative staff! Smadar 

sits in the main office and 

works primarily with Brett on 

financials and gift 

acknowledgments. Stop by 

and say “hi!” 

mailto:avann@suburbantemple.org
mailto:SusanLynnGM@gmail.com?subject=Info%20about%20Shop%20@%20Shul!
https://www.suburbantemple.org/gatherings.html


“mah tovu ohalecha…” 



...how lovely are all our sacred spaces 

Trimester 

One 

Memories 



 

ST-KA Technology 
 

 

 

Did you know that shopping on Amazon can 

benefit ST-KA? AmazonSmile donates a small 

percentage of every designated purchase to our 

congregation. Just visit smile.amazon.com and 

choose Suburban Temple-Kol Ami as your 

preferred charity. Then, change your Amazon 

bookmark to smile.amazon.com for future 

purchases! There is no extra cost to you and you 

can use your usual amazon.com account. Start 

at smile.amazon.com each time you shop! 

 

Shabbat Services 

On our Website! 

We’ve upped our game… we are now 

SIMULCASTING our LIVE SERVICES in HIGH 

DEFINITION on our website, on YouTube, and on 

Facebook!  If you can’t join us in the sanctuary, we 

invite you to participate online. 

 

Catch up with us 

on FACEBOOK! 

Did you know that ST-KA has an active and 

informative Facebook page? Join the conversation at 

Facebook.com/suburbantemple. 

 
Missed a Service 

or other video? 

Remember, you can watch previously recorded 

Kabbalat Shabbat services on our website, on 

Facebook, and on our YouTube Channel. Drop us a 

comment and let us know what you think! 

Mazal tov  to our members 

who are celebrating 

milestone birthdays 

in November: 
 

Jeffrey Korach 

Danielle Serino 

Linda Weiner 

Anne Williams  

We don’t know of any members celebrating 

milestone anniversaries in November. 
 

Please let us know if we are missing 

YOUR important annual milestones! 

Milestone birthday listings begin at age fifty and every five 

years afterwards. All birthdays 100 and over are listed.  

Milestone anniversary listings begin at 10 years and then 

every five years afterwards.  

CAN WE TALK? 
Are you or is someone you know looking for a 

virtual rabbinic visit or phone call? Please use 

the link below to schedule a virtual meeting with 

Rabbi Vann.  

CLICK HERE TO 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

with RABBI VANN 

CHANUKAH BEGINS AT SUNDOWN ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 
Wishing you peace, love, and light this season and always! 

smile.amazon.com
smile.amazon.com
https://www.suburbantemple.org/athome.html
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
Facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
Facebook.com/suburbantemple
http://www.suburbantemple.org/
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann
http://www.calendly.com/rabbivann


Operating Fund 
Kenneth and Amy Rogat 
Kelley Ryan 
 

In loving memory of 
 Louella Kohn 
  Patti Ferris 
 

In honor of 
 Irv and Barbara Feldman’s 60th  
 anniversary 
  Terri and Howard Steindler 
 

In loving memory of 
 Rose M. Shultz 
  Barbara Robinson 
 

In honor of 
 Benson Pilloff’s birthday 
  Sondra Rubenstein and  
  Kenny and Judy 
 

In honor of 
 Flossy and Dennis Mitchell’s  
 milestone anniversary 
  Sondra Rubenstein  
 

Our Tent 
Eric Rubin 
 

Rabbi Discretionary Fund  
In loving memory of 
 Robert David Rosewater 
  Gail Rosewater 

We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Contributions 

Please consider making a contribution to Suburban Temple-Kol Ami to celebrate a special occasion, express gratitude or 

sympathy or to honor important accomplishments or events.  A current list of temple funds is available from the temple office.  

Donations may be made online at www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form.  Donations listed below were received 

between July 22 and September 20, 2021.  Please let us know of any errors or omissions.  

In honor of 
 Rabbi Vann’s milestone birthday 
  Jim and Nancy Grunzweig 
 

Stashower Family Garden Fund 
In honor of 
 Sara Stashower and Mark Heller’s  
 milestone anniversary 
  Jim and Nancy Grunzweig 
 

Stern/Kollins Family/Early Childhood 
Education Shoresh Fund 
In loving memory of 
 Sydner E. Shapiro 
  Sandy and Karen Shapiro 

We light the first candle on Sunday, November 28. Candles are 

placed in the chanukiah  (the Hebrew word for a Chanukah 

menorah) from right to left, but the candles are lit from left to right. 

First, light the shamash  (the “helper” candle that is higher or 

lower than the other eight), then use it to kindle the rest of the 

candles. On Shabbat  during Chanukah , this year on 

December 3, kindle the Chanukah  lights first and then the Shabbat 

candles. Below are the Chanukah  blessings that are said or sung 

while lighting the chanukiah . 

BARUCH atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav v’tsivanu l’hadlik ner shel Chanukah. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with mitzvot, 

commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.  

 

BARUCH atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

she-asah nisim laavoteinu v’imoteinu bayamim haheim baz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 

who performed wonderous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.  

 

...and on the first night only: 

BARUCH atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 

shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, 

for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this season.  

http://www.suburbantemple.org/form/STKAdonation-form


22401 Chagrin Blvd.  ⚫  Beachwood, Ohio 44122-5345 
Phone: 216.991.0700  ⚫ Fax: 216.991.0705 
E-mail: info@suburbantemple.org 
www.suburbantemple.org 
 

Member, Union for Reform Judaism 

STAFF 
Allison Vann, Rabbi 

Rabbi Eric J. Bram, D.D., z”l (2002-2010) 

Rabbi Michael A. Oppenheimer, D.D., z”l (1976-2002) 

Rabbi Myron Silverman, D.D., z”l (1949-1976) 

Brett Shankman, Executive Director 

Rabbi Shoshana Nyer, Director of Lifelong Learning 

Deb Rogers, Cantorial Soloist  
 

 

OFFICERS 
Lori Rosenberg, President 

Rich Silver, Vice-President 

Bruce Sherman, Secretary 

Michelle Brown & Tessa Gable, Co-Treasurers 

Matt Lehman, Immediate Past President 
 

 

Follow us on social media: 

KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICES 

Fridays  |  6 PM 

Rabbi Vann & Cantorial Soloist Deb Rogers are 

leading Shabbat services in our Sanctuary every 

Friday evening. Join us in person (registration 

required for contract tracing purposes), or tune in 

LIVE on our website, Facebook, or YouTube. 

Previous service recording are also available!  

Hope to see you, or “see” you, there! 

Click here for all the details and links: 
www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html 

http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube 

www.facebook.com/suburbantemple 

COME GROW WITH ME! 

Friday, November 5
th

  |  6 PM 
 

Rabbi Shana & Songleader Maggie Wise will lead a 

fun, interactive musical service followed by dinner 

for children 0-7 and their families 

on Friday evening, November 5th. 

 

The evening is free and open to the community, so 

we encourage you to invite your friends with Jewish 

children to come and see what it’s all about! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please RSVP for the service and dinner to 

cversagi@suburbantemple.org. Masks required. 

https://www.suburbantemple.org/shabbat.html
http://bit.ly/ST-KAYouTube
http://www.facebook.com/suburbantemple
mailto:cversagi@suburbantemple.org

